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Introduction
Once again, this paper proved generally accessible to candidates across the ability range.
The additional 15 minutes continues to have had marked influence in both in terms of the
quality of responses (more thinking time) and to reduce the number of non-completed
scripts. There were also a large number of scripts (>1500) that exceeded the length of the
paper. Candidates should be reminded to not write ‘more of the same’, but always to be
concise and succinct wherever possible.
As in previous series Question 2 (‘Coasts’) and Question 4 (‘Rebranding’) were by far the
most popular and Question 3 (‘Unequal Spaces’) the least.
The total entry for this summer series 6GE02 was approximately 12,500 candidates.
Generally performance was good (improved from earlier series) with very few examples of
candidates committing rubric offences, e.g. two questions from either Q1+Q2, or using the
wrong resource to answer a question. Again, there were some outstanding results at the
top end and Centres and their candidates are to be congratulated.
It is still pleasing to note that one area of continued improvement is the quality of responses
associated with the 15 mark fieldwork and research questions.   Centres seem to be gaining
a better understanding on the demands of this part of the exam. It was evident that many
schools are using past papers, mark schemes and other assessment-focused resources to
help prepare candidates. Many Centres are using the specification as a way of signposting
their way through the fieldwork, being more careful to match what they do with what should
be done. Many students are also recognising more fully the role of ‘research’, with some
candidates explaining how it is a necessary pre-cursor (e.g. to ‘profile’ an area) before
embarking on the actual fieldwork itself.
As part of examination preparation, it is very important that candidates appreciate the
different demands of the parts of the questions:
As stated in previous reports, the part (a) or part (b) questions are essentially about
responding to the resources which have been provided. Rehearsing how to respond to
photographs, data and maps is really important prior to taking the exam (e.g. by using
these resources as starters at the beginning of lessons), allowing candidates to deal with
patterns, trends and anomalies. It is also very important that students establish whether
the task is one of description or explanation. It is certainly not a place to deliver detailed or
wide-ranging case studies.
The fieldwork and research questions are an opportunity for candidates to showcase
appropriate fieldwork and research that they have carried out or discussed. It is pleasing
to see the range of techniques attempted and the sources consulted in this work. Many
candidates have an absolute armoury of fieldwork options and research resources at their
disposal. As in previous series, the very best responses were able to describe accurately
the group or individual fieldwork they had done linked to real locations. Weaker candidates
became lost in case study information not focussing on the sources from which this data
had come. Lists of fieldwork techniques can only gain a limited amount of marks and it is
the use of these techniques in an investigation that the questions often require.  
Unfortunately some candidates again seemed to be caught-out by questions which asked
them about post-fieldwork, i.e. presentation. Remember that questions may not always
focus on the planning and execution of fieldwork and research, but could also be focused
on:
(i) A description of the methods used to present and analyse the data and; (ii) A description
of the results, conclusions and how the work was evaluated.
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The final group of exam questions are those in which candidates are encouraged to use
a range of examples or case study information to support their responses. Choosing the
most appropriate case study or examples is very important and can in itself lead to success
or failure. There are often options in terms of MDC or LDC, rural or urban, economic and
environmental. These questions often ask for examples which can mean types or named
places. Often key words occur in these questions like (in this case) strategies, spectrum,
marginalised, and catalyst. Such technical terms are important and almost always will come
directly from the specification.
Please refer to previous Principal Examiners’ reports on suggestions for improving candidate
performance. Centres are also reminded to make full use of the Unit 2 presentations and
example work that are available on the Edexcel website.

Question 1 (a)
This was generally done well and a straight forward question. Some candidates showed poor
spatial skills and vocabulary. Others wasted time explaining the causes of hazards. The best
approach was to identify the hazard(s) type and then their severity region by region.
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Examiner Comments

A strongly delivered response - good on patterns and
locational detail. Also considers a range of different
types of weather hazards. A solid L3 response.

Examiner Tip

Focus on the describe rather than the explain.
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Question 1 (b)
Most students are now managing to discuss both research and fieldwork although too many
are failing to tailor these methods and sources to the specific question asked. The ‘cookstour’ approach used in some Centres needs to be reviewed if their candidates are to be
more successful. There was good use of EA and NRFA data whilst in fieldwork there was use
made of land-use surveys, flood zones and GPS readings. Some candidates also discussed
measurement of bankful. The best answers were place specific and included detailed work
from places such as Shrewsbury, Guildford, York and Keswick. The very best answers were
focused on flood risk rather than on flood impacts.
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Examiner Comments

Some mostly realisitic fieldwork and research provided. The
altimeter (2nd para) may not be workable, but otherwise mostly
relevant, including some technical detail. Note this is just an
extract from the answer (page 1) not the whole thing.

Examiner Tip

Always keep the response focused on the question set - including the
fieldwork and reserach. Too many students give a narrative of ALL the
fieldwork undertaken, rather than what is relevant to the Q set.
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Question 1 (c)
Although a good discriminator, this type of question was well prepared by many
Centres. Many were able to discuss a good range of case studies and approaches.
Schemes in New South Wales, Somalia and SE UK were often described. Weaker answers
settled for drought impacts rather than drought management.

Question 2 (a)
Most were well able to discuss the tourist potential of Miami, but were unable to respond
effectively to the Milford Haven photo. A minority decided to ignore the resources totally
which is clearly unwise whilst some diverted into other case studies, losing focus on the
resources provided. Unfortunately some candidates saw both resources as tourist sites
rather than very contrasting locations. Again, the skills of resource interpretation should be
strengthened, to also help with Unit 1 responses.
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Examiner Comments

It's always important to respond to the
command, which in this case, was 'describe
the factors'. Candidates who carefully looked
for evidence from the two images were well
rewarded. This answer (a L3) also has clear
structure and follows a logical sequence.

Question 2 (b)

Again good evidence of fieldwork and research was seen in many responses. Some excellent
work on pollution/litter and impacts on coastal ecosystems. Also, some very good answers
examining beaches quality, sand-dunes and reefs. There were a few exotic studies well
away from the UK, including Spain, Dubai, and India. Regrettably a small minority of
candidates were not ready for this question and simply wrote about coastal defences and
their management. Holderness proved to be the ‘wooden spoon’ location this time.
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Question 2 (c)
Well done by many, with Dibden Bay / Southampton popular. The use of coral reefs and
mangroves allowed students to score well as did some sand dune case studies. As usual,
the best responses were well factually located and used supporting data to build-up their
answers with a clear focus on environmental costs. Some inevitably strayed into coastal
defence management.
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Examiner Comments

A clear and generally well structured response
which shows knowledge and understanding
of coastal developments and associated
costs. Perhaps not all of the reponse is always
accurately focused, but nonetheless a L3
type answer. There is a good range of places
discussed.

Examiner Tip

It's always good to include factual detail to support
case studies, particularly place infomation and relevant
data / evidence in numerical format.

Question 3 (a)
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As in 2a, many candidates showed poor map skills/vocabulary often describing individual
items (sports halls / grass pitches) not their patterns/distribution. For many there were few
reasons provided other than ‘more towns’ and ‘up North’. The best were able to examine
differences between the number and the type of facilities and did use terms like ‘dispersed’,
and ‘clustered’. They also recognised the importance of the coastal strip and roads as nodes
of accessibility.
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Examiner Comments

In this extract (just the first page is shown)
there is a good range of interpretation of
information from both maps. The response is
well structured and relevant. This is indicative
of a high L3 answer.

Examiner Tip

The command 'comment on' is asking candidates to
both use the resource (in this instance to look and
compare patterns / distributions) and then to use their
own knowledge and understanding to suggest possible
reasons for the patterns shown.

GCE Geography 6GE02 01

13

Question 3 (b)
This question generated a very mixed quality of responses. Clearly some candidates were
confused (or un-prepared) by the request to describe methods of presentation. A significant
number failed to mention any presentation techniques at all in their responses. Others
implied methods of presentation and there was sometimes an effective reference to the use
of technology vis-a-vis presentation methods. Others gave good responses which covered
a wide range of collection methods for both research and fieldwork and then successfully
linked these to some more sophisticated ways of representing the data, e.g. gain-loss bar
charts for bi-polar quality data.   
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Examiner Comments

A strong answer detailing a good range of relevant fieldwork and research approaches. It’s
a shame the ‘present’ part is not more fully discussed, and is rather mentioned in passing.

Examiner Tip

This answer could be further improved if some consideration was given to how sites
were selected (part of the methodology). Students should be reminded not to just
provide a narrative of all the fieldwork and research but to try and be selective.
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Question 3 (c)
The use of good case studies saved many on what was a question that discriminated very
effectively.   But unfortunately answers were vague and the lack of examples used was
perhaps an indication of the lack of understanding. What many did was to write about
inequalities rather than how to deal with them. Some also chose an inappropriate scale –
global - rather than local or regional. There were some very weak and very short responses
included here; candidates need to be reminded that completion of all parts of the paper is
vital if they want to obtain a reasonable outcome.
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Examiner Comments

In this first page extract the student is displaying a clear L3 response. It is well
structured and has well selected case studies. There is also some focus on 'difficulty
to manage', rather than just telling us about the difficulties.

Examiner Tip

More facts and figures to support the response would have made it even better, e.g. what
industries were shut etc, numbers of unemployed.
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Question 4 (a)
A significant minority of candidates totally ignored the 4 strategies and came up with either
their own 2 strategies to examine, or their own two named examples. This severely limited
the range of marks open to them. The weaker answers were limited to describing the
strategies rather than explaining their contribution to the rebranding process. The words
in the resource encouraged a lot of ‘lifting’ from the less able – something that restricts
candidates to the lower mark bands.

Examiner Comments

In this extract the candiadte clearly focuses on
the resource and uses their own knowledge and
understanding to develop ideas, based on Strategy A.
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Question 4 (b)
As in 3b there were sound accounts of fieldwork in areas of Birmingham, Sheffield,
Manchester and ‘Olympic’ London. The mix of fieldwork/research/case studies ranged
from the unconvincing to the spectacular. There was good reference to ICT skills in the
presentation phase, especially using located charts of GIS maps etc.
As usual the weakest responses were unfocused on the question, mainly consisting of lists
of fieldwork – a ‘narrative’ of the day out.

Examiner Comments

The candidate has recognised the specific demands of the question which
has helped to focus their response and avoid being too generic.

Examiner Tip

It is really important to deconstruct the title and understand the focus. In this extract the
student has highlighted the key words and recognised that 'present' forms part of the answer.
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Examiner Comments

In this extract there is a clearly focused response using good terminology and
well structured. Lots of relevant supporting research is well linked. Presentation
is also mentioned and is justified (change over time comment).
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Question 4 (c)

This was well answered by many using a wide range of examples but often using Cornwall,
London Docklands and 2012 as their case studies. A range of potential reasons were given
and some candidates showed a real appreciation of the combination of factors which often
afflict these failed attempts. Approaches such as ‘bottom up’ and ‘top down’ were used
well. The phrase ‘not always entirely successful’ did confuse some who wrote at length
about a successful example of rebranding initially, rather than focussing on the lack of
success.
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Examiner Comments

A very strong L3 answer, well linked to the
question. 'Success' is considered in many ways.
Facts and figures are also used to support.
There is good terminology used throughout.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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