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Introduction
Once again, this paper proved generally accessible to candidates across the ability range. The
additional 15 minutes continues to have had marked influence in both in terms of the quality
of responses (more thinking time) and to reduce the number of non-completed scripts. Some
candidates, however are wasting this additional time by writing more of the same. As in previous
series Question 2 (‘Coasts’) and Question 4 (‘Rebranding’) were by far the most popular and
Question 3 (‘Unequal Spaces’) the least.
The total entry for this summer series 6GE02 was approximately 4,500 candidates. Generally
performance was good (improved from earlier series) with very few examples of candidates
committing rubric offences, e.g. two questions from either Q1+Q2, or using the wrong resource
to answer a question. There were some outstanding results at the top end and Centres and their
candidates are to be applauded.
It is still pleasing to note that one notable area of improvement is the quality of responses
associated with the 15 mark fieldwork and research questions.   Centres seem to be gaining a better
understanding on the demands of this part of the exam. It was evident that many schools are using
past papers, mark schemes and other assessment-focused resources to help prepare candidates.
Many centres have also embraced the notion of more contemporary approaches to fieldwork and are
less focused on quantitative measurements which can be difficult to implement for inequality and
rebranding. They have also considered more carefully the role of ‘research’, with some candidates
explaining how it is a necessary pre-cursor (to ‘profile’ an area) before embarking on the actual
fieldwork itself.
As part of examination preparation, it is very important that candidates appreciate the different
demands of the parts of the questions:
The part (a) or part (b) questions are essentially about responding to the resources which have
been provided. Rehearsing how to respond to photographs, data and maps is really important prior
to taking the exam (e.g. by using these resources as starters at the beginning of lessons), allowing
candidates to deal with patterns, trends and anomalies. It is also very important that students
establish whether the task is one of description or explanation. It is certainly not a place to deliver
detailed or wide-ranging case studies.
The fieldwork and research questions are an opportunity for candidates to showcase the investigative
work they have carried out or discussed. It is pleasing to see the range of techniques attempted and
the sources consulted in this work. Many candidates have an absolute armoury of fieldwork options
and research resources at their disposal. The very best responses were able to describe accurately
the group or individual fieldwork they had done linked to real locations. Weaker candidates became
lost in case study information not focussing on the sources from which this data had come. Lists of
fieldwork techniques can only gain a limited amount of marks and it is the use of these techniques in
an investigation that the questions often require.  
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Unfortunately some candidates again seemed to be caught-out by questions which asked them about
post-fieldwork, i.e. results and conclusions. Remember that questions may not always focus on the
planning and execution of fieldwork and research, but could also be focused on:
(i) A description of the methods used to present and analyse the data and; (ii) A description of the
results, conclusions and how the work was evaluated
The final group of exam questions are those in which candidates are encouraged to use a range of
examples or case study information to support their responses. By now they and their teachers should
be aware that such questions may be part (b) or part (c) items. Choosing the most appropriate case
study or examples is very important and can in itself lead to success or failure. There are often options
in terms of MDC or LDC, rural or urban, economic and environmental. These questions often ask for
examples which can mean types or named places. Often key words occur in these questions like (in
this case) strategies, spectrum, marginalised, and catalyst. Such technical terms are important and
almost always will come directly from the specification.
Please refer to previous Principal Examiners’ reports on suggestions for improving candidate
performance. Centres are also advised to make full use of the new Unit 2 presentations that are now
available on the Edexcel website.
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Question 1(a)
Most candidates did try to explain two extreme weather events. Disappointingly there was little use
made of the data provided for Sheffield and most candidates merely used the resource to choose their
weather phenomena. Pleasingly there were some excellent explanations of (increases in) flooding
and drought, though other choices were often less successful. Natural factors such as climatic and
meteorological change were covered well as were human causes like urbanisation and deforestation.
The roles of jet-streams, pressure systems and El Nino were well represented whereas global warming
was often poorly discussed.
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Examiner Comments
L3 - Clear answer, two events, uses data over time and
provides valid geographical reasons for both.

Examiner Tip
Use the data in the resource as well as own knowledge
and understanding.
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Examiner Comments
Another strong L3 response. Candidate uses some data from table
(last paragraph) but very strong on good geography with reasons.
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Question 1(b)
The most popular choices here were hurricanes and flooding. For many candidates the temptation to
stray into impacts rather than development was too great and so much of the subsequent responses
were discounted. The characteristics of Atlantic hurricanes were well described by many and there
were some sound technical explanations of their formation. Flood causes, often illustrated by
examples, were similarly well described. Droughts were less well described or understood.
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Examiner Comments
A well developed and technically competent response. Good use of
geographical terminology secured maximum marks.

Question 1(c)
This relatively straightforward question was about the impacts of extreme weather and the related
opportunities for fieldwork and research activity. Once again it was floods and hurricanes which
dominated the responses. There were some excellent outlines of fieldwork and research in places such
as Keswick, Boscastle, and Carlisle. The information and data provided by some was not well identified
and was written in a case study rather than research format. Candidates who wrote convincingly about
what they had actually done gained marks much more easily, especilly if the work was strongly linked
to a real place.

GCE Geography 2 6GE02 01
11

GCE Geography 2 6GE02 01
12

Examiner Comments
A very competent L4 answer with an extensive range of fieldwork and research
discussed. Also real place specific. Some technical use of fieldwork described
e.g. transects, PLVI etc adds depth and quality to this work.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate has used a mini-plan on the first
page which has helped to provide focus to this clear
answer (L4).

Examiner Tip
This is focused on impacts which is what the examiner
is requesting. Many candidates insist on writing a
generic account of the field-visit, rather than being
specific and selective.
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Question 2(a)
As with 1(a) candidates often paid the resource scant attention, preferring to discuss the large body
of research available on coastal erosion or potential fieldwork tasks. Better candidates probably did
both! Average responses focussed too much on factors affecting erosion and relatively few dealt with
the ‘rapid’ nature of the erosion on this (Holderness) coast.

GCE Geography 2 6GE02 01
15

Examiner Comments
L3 (just) - very effective use of resource to describe coastal erosion.
The candidate uses data and has applied map scales. However, only
limited range of evidence used and they did not deal with rapid.
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Examiner Comments
L3 - some use of map, shows understanding and own
knowledge. Technically competent.

Examiner Tip
Its a shame this candidate didnt make little more use of the map
resource, e.g. using the scale, identifying lost villages etc.
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Question 2(b)
This was perhaps the most likely question on crowded coasts. Many candidates responded to the
opportunity to describe the success of coastal defences in their chosen location and often referred to
fieldwork/visits they had made. There were some excellent evaluations of the differing approaches
used in the UK. Detailed accounts of coastal management in Start Bay, Holderness, Dorset, Lancashire
and even Spain. Success was often well argued on environmental and economic grounds, or using CBA.
Approaches included soft/hard, holdthe line/retreat and sustainability.
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Examiner Comments
L3 - a very clear response shows understanding of range of
exemplified defences at a real locations which have been identified.
Looks at success in some detail.

Examiner Tip
There is no need to fill up all the white space. This very good
response runs to just over one side.

GCE Geography 2 6GE02 01
19

GCE Geography 2 6GE02 01
20

Examiner Comments
Another excellent account of the success of coastal defences. This
answer is technically good; it is also very well structured.

Question 2(c)
The issue for candidates here, was understanding the idea of development over time. For a significant
numbers this was simply seen as meaning change. Those who focused on the fieldwork they had
done, such as land use mapping/questionnaires and then linking this to old maps/photographs and
census data easily remained focused on the question. Too often case studies of Blackpool, Benidorm
and Bournemouth took over in what is meant to be an opportunity to discuss investigative skills.
Development of sand dune (ecosystem) coasts was accepted as was deposition, but accounts of coastal
erosion were not really in the spirit of the specification.
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Examiner Comments
Some good evidence of technical fieldwork and reserach here, e.g. OS Mastermap, use of AEGIS system,
stratified sample etc. Key is the fact that this candidate really has given a clear idea as to how they
investigated coastal development and the ‘time’ dimension (before and after) is very evident.
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Examiner Comments
L4 response. Another well structured account of fieldwork
methods and research areas, well focused on ‘over time’
aspect. Refers to wide range of investigations. Good
technical vocabulary e.g. character perception survey etc.

Examiner Tip
Students need to be selective in what they write
about to provide a clear focus for their answer.
15 mark question on Unit 2 are also the fieldwork
and research - not just a case study as many
seem to think.

GCE Geography 2 6GE02 01
25

Question 3(a)
This was an interesting question which prompted many differing responses. Most were able to
suggest valuable improvements and/or extensions to the bi-polar concept (in fact this was similar
to a previous coasts question last year). Candidates needed to recognise the need to discuss both
improvements and extensions, but there was obviously overlap between the two.
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Examiner Comments
A generally competent answer, certainly L3, which includes a number
of suggested improvements and extensions. Good to bring in some
own knowledge and understanding.

Examiner Tip
Probably needs to make more use of the resource to
get to the top of L3.
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Question 3(b)
An apparently straightforward question which asked for a description of a range of economic and
social problems found in a single location. Inner cities, isolated rural villages and post-industrial towns
were well represented with good accounts of problems in Hackney, Sheffield, Cornwall, Cardiff and
LEDC communities seen. Many candidates structured their responses around health, infrastructure,
employment, housing and education issues. Sometimes students do not fully deliver on the idea of
inequality, often focusing too much on poverty and deprivation, rather than the uneven nature of it
with respect to their chosen area.
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Examiner Comments
Certainly a L3 answer well located and provides detailed facts and
figures linked to problems of inequality.

Examiner Tip
A little more on the nature of the spatial inequality could have made this
answer even stronger, e.g. discussion / comparisons of wards / SOAs etc.
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Question 3(c)
For most this was an opportunity to describe fieldwork and research undertaken into schemes to
reduce inequality, prompting accounts of investigations into urban regeneration/redevelopment or
rural diversification/development. Initiatives in east London, Birmingham and Cornwall were well
represented. However the real focus of the question was to explore the results and conclusions
of candidates’ investigations in this context. The weakest responses were little more than case
studies. Better candidates described some of the fieldwork and research they had undertaken. A good
balanced answer which outlined the results/conclusions of a range of activities and sources drew high
marks, though these were relatively rare. Candidates must be prepared to focus on the exact nature
of these types of questions.
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Examiner Comments
A generally strong response, mostly characteristic of the top L3 or L4. There are some errors (location of
Shrewsbury), but there is also some technical know-how that should be well rewarded. Schemes are certainly
evident. Results and conclusions are mentioned, but should have formed more of a main theme to the answer.
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Question 4(a)
This resource seemed to inspire many, who quickly grasped the differences seen in the two photos and
the implications. The idea of changes in land use, building, history and activity were well reported.
There was much use of detailed evidence from the resource. The continued use of the ‘Titanic’ theme
was commented on by all. A few centres had cleared looked at/investigated Belfast and other similar
locations of re-branding.
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Examiner Comments
Good use of evidence from Figure 4a and 4b. Language clear and
generally well structured.
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Examiner Comments
Another good response combining evidence from the photos with own knowledge and understanding
of the rebranding process. Perhaps not quite as detailed as the previous extract above.

Examiner Tip
Use the detail of the resource to provide the answer.
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Question 4b
The concept of players and stakeholders was clearly understood and most were able to describe those
involved in the rebranding of at least one location. There was a tendency for weaker candidates
to produce a list of persons and then digress into the actual rebranding schemes themselves, often
showing less than impressive recall of data and facts. Better candidates focused on the players
involved and what their brief/role was. More structured responses identified different levels types of
stakeholder (governmental, council, business, sponsor, etc) as well as their input (planning, financial,
community, consumer, etc).   There were some excellent accounts of the role of rural and/or urban
players involved in Canary Wharf, Stratford(Olympic 2012), Birmingham city centre, Cornwall and
many other case studies.
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Examiner Comments
A well structured account which considers the role of a number of players in some detail. Links
to one example. Another example (range) would have probably allowed for maximum marks.

Examiner Tip
This types of reponses needs sufficient range and depth of exemplification.

GCE Geography 2 6GE02 01
36

GCE Geography 2 6GE02 01
37

Examiner Comments
This one is on the border between L2 and L3. The candidate discusses a
range of players and importantly tries to tell us about their roles. Some
supporting facts and figures which locate it to a real place, but needs to be
less like a ‘story’. Room for improvement in terms of structure and flow.
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Question 4(c)
This question mirrored that of 3(c) with the additional idea of ‘success’. On the one hand it was a
likely topic to expect, but at the same time it is a complex one. For many, fieldwork and research
was well documented and clearly carried out with enthusiasm, but the focus here was on results.
Describing what they did was not what was wanted on this occasion and may have resulted in a level
2 mark only for some. Most candidates did however describe or summarise their findings about the
schemes involved. Again examples of flagship schemes in urban locations were common. An account of
results/conclusions from an investigation of a re-branding scheme with a comment on its success was
an effective discriminator (13-15 marks), but some did just that!
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Examiner Comments
This is characteristic of L4. Its is well written and clearly
focused. Results and conclusions feature throughout, rather
than a general discussion of the ‘field-trip’. Balance of
fieldwork and research links to success.

Examiner Tip
This kind of question is going to need some recall of
facts and figures to get a high level mark, e.g. some
census data (%), or an extract from an interview.
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Examiner Comments
This is more of a typical response, tending to lack focus in places. Some
mention of results / conclusions, but not really enough to reach the higher
levels. Not much supporting data or facts and figures. Somewhat limited range.
Typical of a lower L3.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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