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6GS01 General Studies Unit 1 AS
General Comments
This unit was taken by over 9,000 candidates. Section A consisted of multiple-choice questions covering
a wide range of difﬁculty which were answered by candidates with varying degrees of success. Section
B provided an opportunity for relatively straightforward extraction of exemplars, which were answered
successfully, as well as three question (25, 26 and 27) which were much more challenging. The responses to
these questions indicate that a signiﬁcant minority of candidates need to read the question more carefully
to achieve success. The questions in section C produce 40 of the 90 marks available for the paper and, on
the evidence of the length of many candidates’ responses, they need to manage their time more effectively
and leave more time to tackle it. That said, there were some really good answers, where candidates produce
forceful and logically argued cases in support of difﬁcult problems.

Questions 1-20
Questions 1-20 are multiple choice and the answer key can be found in the mark scheme. Statistical data
relating to the questions is available on ResultsPlus.
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Question 21
This question was poorly answered. The key word in the sentence before is “like” which should have alerted
candidates to the proximity of an analogy. Many candidates elected for “inductive”.

Question 22(a)
This question was well answered. There were many examples in the passage that could be used.

Examiner Comments
Refer to points 2 and 5 in the mark scheme. This candidate scores 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
Refer to points 3 and 6 in the mark scheme. This candidate scores 2 marks.
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Question 22(b)
This question was also fairly well answered but unlike question 22a there was only one answer. Candidates
were referred to paragraph 4, and the answer came in the ﬁrst sentence, containing the word “thought”.

Examiner Comments
This is factual – no marks.

Question 23
This question was well answered, and the majority of candidates gained at least two marks.

Examiner Comments
1 mark for ﬁrst phrase as it relates to bullet point 2 on mark scheme - large urban population since
they have moved to the cities.
1 mark for second phrase - bullet point 5, they appear to be incapable of being destroyed.

Examiner Comments
Phrases 1 & 2 give the same marking point (i.e. 1 mark)
3rd phrase is bullet point 2 in mark scheme for 1 mark
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Question 24
This was a more testing question, but was reasonably well answered.

Examiner Comments
This candidate scored 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
This candidate scored 2 marks as Phrase 1 is incorrect.
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Question 25
The majority of candidates did not perform well on this question. Many candidates failed to gain any more
than the basic mark for perceiving that much of the evidence in the piece is mainly opinion. Of those that
went further very few expressed anything more than the idea that the plague may not have been the only
reason for the downfall of the Empire. A rather frequent misreading of the question was for the candidate
to comment on whether the Roman Empire was weak or not, rather than a critique of the explanation. The
moral of this is to read the question carefully. It was rare for 4 marks to be awarded.

Examiner Comments
1 mark for theory not fact
1 mark for ‘may have been the only reason’ - bullet point 2
1 mark for ‘any reasons for why the plague made it go in to a steep decline’
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Examiner Comments
The mark is for ‘no quantiﬁable evidence’. The questions subsequently posed
by candidate only illustrate the fact of ‘no quantiﬁable evidence’.

Examiner Comments
The candidate copies phrases from the passage with no commentary - no marks
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Examiner Comments
1 mark for ‘length of time’
1 mark for ‘effect of the plague not explained’
1 mark for ‘some of the passage is too opinionated’
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Examiner Comments
1 mark for ‘needs to be more depth and facts’
1 mark for ‘no information about time period’
1 mark for ‘downfall and its effects’
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Question 26
Most candidates scored 3 or 4 marks for this question, but this hides a more basic weakness since many
candidates gained two marks for communication, leaving only one or two marks out of ﬁve for the
judgement on the effectiveness of the author’s explanation. Too many candidates failed to read the question
carefully and wrote their own story on the development of European society after the Black Death rather
than analysing how effective the passage was. Several candidates compounded this error by believing that
the Roman Empire failed due to the Black Death in the 14th Century.
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Examiner Comments
Marks are awarded for the following points in the mark scheme
W3 and W1 - 1st paragraph
E3 and S1 - 2nd paragraph
S2 - start of 3rd paragraph
Total of 7 marks - 5 marks for the text and 2 marks for communication
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Examiner Comments
Marks are awarded for the following points in the mark scheme
W1 - 1st paragraph
S1 - 2nd paragraph
S2 - 3rd paragraph
E1 - ﬁnal paragraph
Total of 7 marks - 4 marks for the text and 3 marks for communication
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Examiner Comments
Marks are awarded for the following points in the mark scheme.
1st paragraph contains a fact irrelevant to the argument - therefore no
marks
S1 - 2nd paragraph
W3 - 3rd paragraph
E1 - ﬁnal paragraph
Total of 5 marks - 3 marks for the text and 2 marks for communication
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Examiner Comments
Marks are awarded for the following points from the mark scheme
E1 - 1st paragraph; note that similar E1 point made in ﬁnal paragraph, but
can’t be credited twice
W3 - 3rd paragraph
Total of 5 marks - 2 marks for the text and 3 marks for communication
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Question 27
The mean mark for this question was four. Since the common mark for communication was two, this means
that the average candidate scored about two out of ﬁve for their argument. Most responses contained
references to the development of medicine and subsequent increased chances of survival. The better
answers usually also referred to the previous plagues and the fact that humanity survived. The answers
gaining full marks contained one or more of the remaining three points. Much extra information was
introduced about swine ﬂu and AIDS that was irrelevant and therefore gained no marks. A small number of
students commented at length on the quality of the passage rather than answering the question.
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Examiner Comments
Marks were awarded for the following points in the mark scheme:
A3 and A4 - 1st paragraph
A1 and A2 - 2nd paragraph
3rd paragraph uses information not in passage
Final paragraph repeats earlier marking point
Total of 7 marks - 4 marks for the text and 3 marks for communication

6GS01 General Studies
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Examiner Comments
Marks were awarded for the following points in the mark scheme:
A3 - ﬁfth line
A1 and A2 for ‘wipe-out diseases such as plague...overcome it eventually’
Total of 5 marks - 3 marks for the text and 2 marks for communication
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General points on questions 28 and 29
There were many good answers seen, but some candidates missed out on AO2 marks by being too one-sided
and failing to look at both sides of the argument. In common with earlier questions some students failed to
understand the question and wrote about the quality of the statements (lack of statistical evidence in the
passage etc.) rather than marshalling their own thoughts. There was evidence particularly in Q29 of students
having to rush their answers, producing work in note format only or stopping in mid sentence. The quality of
written work varied from the almost illegible to the very precise (but not always easily read!). The quality of
spelling, grammar and punctuation left a great deal to be desired.

Question 28
On average, candidates gained only 5 or 6 marks out of 16 for their knowledge and understanding,
marshalling their evidence and arguing cogently.

In general, candidates answers did not go into great depth, only picking up a few marks for each assessment
objective. A signiﬁcant minority seemed to take offence at the statement and use their time to criticise
what they perceive to be the inadequacies of religion. Another common strategy seemed to be to ignore
the question and write an essay about science versus religion. There were low scoring answers despite the
length of the essay, because there was a tendency to ramble around the topic. Some candidates were
carried away with their thoughts on knife crime or youth culture rather than addressing the argument.
Many candidates equated morality and criminality too closely, assuming that all immoral behaviour was
criminal and would or should be punished by a prison sentence. Many talked about moral relativism e.g. ‘no
person or religion has the right to tell you what to believe. It’s up to you’. A lot of candidates did however
pick up that religion itself could be the cause of immoral behaviour. But many candidates simply agreed
with the assertion and tried to provide evidence to back it up rather than criticise the assertion. In fact
a surprisingly large number of candidates failed to state that this assertion could not be proved. For the
AO1 descriptors, A1, A2 and A9 in the mark scheme were by far the most common points mentioned: most
candidates mentioned the bible/ten commandments, noted the inﬂuence of parents or other social factors
and gave examples of religious fundamentalism and associated terrorism. Candidates in general covered all
other points, except A10 that was only awarded rarely. For the A02 descriptors, B6 was given for virtually
all responses. B1 and B2 were also very common. All the other points were covered, although B3, B5 and B7
were rare.
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Examiner Comments
This is an example of an above average answer. Marks were awarded for the
following points from the mark scheme:
A1 and B4 - ﬁrst sentence
A2 - end of 1st paragraph
B1 and A8 - 2nd paragraph
A6, A7 and B5 - 3rd paragraph
B9 - 4th paragraph
AO1 gained 5 marks, AO2 4 marks
Total of 12 marks, 9 for the text and 3 for communication
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Examiner Comments
This is a weak answer. Marks were awarded for the following points from the
mark scheme:
B6 - 1st paragraph
A2 - 2nd paragraph
A10 and B9 - end of last paragraph
AO1 gained 2 marks, AO2 2 marks
Total of 7 marks, 4 for text and 3 for communication

6GS01 General Studies
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Examiner Comments
This is another above average answer, but below average communication skills. Marks were awarded for the
following points from the mark scheme:
B6, B1 and A1 - ﬁrst paragraph
A9 - 2nd paragraph
B9 - 3rd paragraph
A3, A2 and B5 - 4th paragraph
B8 - ﬁnal paragraph
AO1 gained 4 marks, AO2 5 marks
Total of 11 marks, 9 for text and 2 for communication
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Question 29
Timing issues were signiﬁcant on this last question. A number of responses were quite brief and the
proportion of blank scripts at this point was higher than with earlier questions. However, the mean mark
for this question was very similar to Q28, rather surprising considering examiners’ comments that some
candidates seemed to be running out of steam at this point. The title of this question was interesting and
thought provoking but, although candidates responded to it well, genuinely comprehensive and detailed
answers were relatively rare. A signiﬁcant minority of candidates relied on the strategy of restating
information given in the rubric to the question. They needed to go further than this, as the information
provided was intended to stimulate candidates’ thinking, not to provide copying opportunities. Many
candidates showed a lot of concern for animals and the environment. Many blamed humans for depleting
the animals’ environment and suggested it was our moral duty to protect endangered species. Most
candidates supported the concept of a zoo, as most of the information was about this, but a lot of
candidates talked about the possible cruelty of zoos and lack of need for them as much of the conservation
work can be done without the need for traditional zoos. A small minority of candidates misunderstood the
question and answered on the nature of the evidence provided (opinion, fact, etc.) rather than discussing
the issues themselves and unfortunately these candidates could not be rewarded. Marshalling the evidence
and producing an argument was tackled better than a demonstration of knowledge and understanding.
Perhaps because candidates were running out of time, ‘bullet point answers’ cropped up regularly. Relatively
few responses scored above 12.
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Examiner Comments
This is an example of a weak answer, with poor communication skills. Marks were awarded for
the following points from the mark scheme:
A3 and B2 - 1st paragraph
A11, B7 and A6 - 2nd paragraph
AO1 gained 3 marks, AO2 2 marks
Total of 6 marks, 5 for the text and 1 for communication
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Examiner Comments
This is an above average answer. Marks were awarded for the following points
from the mark scheme:
A3, B1, A5, A4, B7 and B11 - 1st paragraph
B5 and B7 - 2nd paragraph
A11 - 3rd paragraph
B1 repeated in ﬁnal paragraph so not credited
AO1 gained 4 marks, AO2 5 marks
Total of 11 marks, 9 for text and 2 for communication
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6GSO2/01 General Studies AS Unit 2
General Comments
About 12,000 candidates took this ﬁrst summer-series Unit 2 paper of the new speciﬁcation It was
encouraging to see that centres and teachers had obviously had more time to study additional resources
published by Edexcel and to become familiar with the demands of this speciﬁcation. In terms of content,
there were some really good answers covering all parts of the speciﬁcation and many students seemed to
have made good use of the Student Book in preparing for this examination. As in the January exam, there
was a relative weakness in the area of thinking and analytical skills (covered on pp5-8 of the Student Book)
– many candidates encountered difﬁculty in assessing the strength of evidence and argument in the second
Section B passage. Some candidates wrote too much in response to the lower-mark questions, leaving
themselves insufﬁcient time to answer some of the questions (eg Q26,29, 30 31) with higher mark tariffs.

Questions 1-20
Questions 1-20 are multiple choice and the answer key can be found in the mark scheme. Statistical data
relating to the questions is available on ResultsPlus.
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Question 21
This question was poorly answered. In line with the information given on page 5 of the Student Book,
key characteristics of deductive arguments identiﬁed on successful answers included (i) arguing from the
general to the particular or (ii) if the premises are correct/true the conclusion is inescapable/ cannot be
false or (iii) the premises guarantee the truth of the conclusion and the conclusion will not go beyond what
the premises require or (iv) deductive arguments are usually limited to inferences relating to maths and
deﬁnitions or rules of formal logic. Many unsuccessful answers said ‘includes facts’ or ‘gives both sides of the
argument’ or ‘includes statistics’ – none of which related to the essential features of deductive arguments.

Examiner Comments
This candidate scored 1 mark. This closely matches the ﬁrst point in the mark
scheme – arguing from the general to the particular.

Examiner Comments
One mark is awarded because this answer is close enough to the second bullet point of the mark
scheme: if the premises are correct/true the conclusion is inescapable/ cannot be false.

Examiner Comments
Hopefully different people would be able to reach the same conclusion if presented with
identical premises in a deductive argument but the same could be true of an inductive
argument – the answer is not sufﬁciently explicit to gain a mark.
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Question 22
This question was well answered. In explaining ‘environmental factors’ that might contribute to the
under-performance in maths by girls in some countries, most candidates were able to refer to educational
opportunities available, time (years) at school or length of full-time education, subjects thought
appropriate to boys and girls respectively (eg girls being expected to work domestically so having little need
for maths or a belief that maths is too hard for girls) or to discuss social and/or religious attitudes including
the wish to deny education to girls by the Taliban in Afghanistan. Just a few candidates seemed to encounter
difﬁculty with the term ‘environmental factors’ and they tried to answer the question in terms of ‘green’
issues, generally with only modest if any success.

Examiner Comments
These answers match points 1, 5/6 and 4 in the mark scheme, respectively, so
it is easy to justify awarding 3 marks.
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Examiner Comments
The ﬁrst part of the answer explains why underperformance DOESN’T occur in some countries
- the reverse of the question! However, the second and third parts of this answer do pick up the
seventh and fourth points, respectively, in the mark scheme so 2 marks are awarded.

Examiner Comments
The ﬁrst part of the answer matches the fourth bullet in the mark scheme - so 1 mark is
gained. The other two answers need to be more explicit to score a mark. The reference to the
‘educational establishment’ attended could refer to educational opportunities but it doesn’t do
so explicitly. The same problem arises with the third point mentioning ‘legislation’ which could
refer to years of compulsory education.
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Question 23
Most candidates were able to identify at least one clear limitation to the statistical information provided
in the passage. Often the adequacy or representativeness of the sample used was questioned, as were the
difﬁculty of comparing ‘points’ and percentages and the comparability of the tests used and/or the ages of
pupils when testing occurred. A few strong answers recognised that ‘averages’ could be misleading if they
were skewed by a relatively small number of untypical results. Some answers sensibly queried the basis on
which a society might be regarded as a ‘gender equal society’, sometimes also going on to point out that
an apparent correlation between achievement and the nature of a society need not be causal at all. Where
candidates failed to score marks it was often because their responses were not expressed in a sufﬁciently
clear and explicit manner for examiners to be sure they understood the points being made.

Examiner Comments
This answer picks up the problem of sample size (both in terms of number of countries and numbers
of children) so this earns 1 mark which is bullet 7 in the mark scheme. At the end, the candidate
comments on anomalous results as in bullet 9 of the mark scheme to gain a second mark.

Examiner Comments
At an implicit level, we might believe we understand the points the candidate is
trying to convey. Successful answers, however, need to be more explicit than this,
and so the candidate scores no marks.
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Question 24
Candidates performed well on this question. Having been asked to identify and copy out two statements
from paragraph 4 supporting the view that the gender-gap ‘does not exist in countries where men and
women have access to similar resources and opportunities’, most candidates conﬁdently cited statements
such as
•

in more ‘gender equal societies’ such as Iceland and Norway, girls scored as well as boys or better.

•

the maths gender gap almost disappeared in Sweden,

•

in Britain, girls did only slightly less well, scoring an average of 0.7% less than boys.

A few answers inappropriately offered the quote that ‘in Turkey girls scored 23 points below boys’ while
other answers which failed to achieve full marks generally did so because the quotes they selected did
not come from the required paragraph or instead of writing out extracts from the text, they produced a
paraphrase or – in a tiny minority of cases – they wrote out the whole paragraph, effectively making no
selection at all!

Examiner Comments
The ﬁrst point mentioning Turkey is speciﬁcally excluded in the mark scheme - so 0 marks. The second
part is close enough to the text and matches bullet 1 in the mark scheme. The candidate has added the
word ‘just’ which is not in the text. If this point had been paraphrased much further the mark could not
have been awarded; however, it would be unreasonable to deny a mark for the addition of one word.
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Examiner Comments
This answer matches bullets 1 and 2 in the mark scheme and is therefore awarded 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
This answer matches bullets 1 and 3 in the mark scheme so 2 marks are awarded.
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Question 25
Most candidates were able to select at least one of

•

Globally, boys tend to outperform girls in maths

•

(on average girls score 10.5 points lower than boys)

•

The research also found a striking gender gap in reading skills.

•

In every country girls perform better than boys in reading.

Those who did not gain the mark had generally selected other less appropriate statements.

Examiner Comments
The candidate writes out bullets 3 and 4 of the mark scheme - they come sequentially in
the passage and are both listed as acceptable in the mark scheme.

Examiner Comments
The second sentence matches bullet 1 in the mark scheme so I mark can be awarded. The
ﬁrst sentence is not essential and would not have earned a mark on its own but it is not
excluded in the mark scheme so there is no reason to withhold the mark.
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Question 26
On average, candidates gained 3 or 4 marks for this question, of which 2 or 3 marks tended to be for quality
of communication. Less successful answers usually involved candidates simply explaining the nature-nurture
debate rather than explaining why it was of interest to scientists. Generally better answers asked how far
genes (or the environment) determine intelligence, drive, identity, personality, life expectancy, quality of
life, behaviour and values. Some responses focused on genetic abnormalities, whether medical science could
overcome such problems and how far it might be ethically right to try to do so. Many answers considered
what behaviour might be determined genetically often referring to studies of twins or how different gender
behaviours arise while others often had interesting things to say about how the nature-nurture debate
might help us achieve better understanding of aggression and criminal and/or deviant tendencies.
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Examiner Comments
In the introduction, this answer neatly summarises the nature-nurture debate, earning 1 mark.
The second paragraph refers to identity and personality, matching bullet 1 from the mark scheme.
Following this there is a discussion of the impact of nurture (social contact is mentioned) which
earns 1 mark for bullet 6. Right at the end, the candidate brieﬂy refers to aggression and, given the
previous discussion, this justiﬁes a fourth AO2 mark for last bullet point. In addition 3 marks are
awarded for AO4.
4+3=7 marks awarded.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate makes 3 simple points. In the ﬁrst 4 lines s/he considers behaviour as in bullet 2
(1 mark). Then his reference to humans adapting to different environments matches bullet 6 for a
further mark. And ﬁnally his reference to IQ gains the mark from bullet 1. 2 marks awarded for AO4.
3+2=5 marks awarded.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate discusses nature and nurture fairly loosely but his/her points match bullets 1/2
and 6 in the mark scheme closely enough to have been awarded 2 marks for AO2 and 2 further
marks for AO4.
2+2=4 marks awarded.
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Question 27(a)
Scores for this question were generally low because instead of seeing ‘middle ground’ as part of a consensus
or majority view which avoided extremes or the further limits of left or right, many candidates spoke about
compromise, neutrality, being unbiased or sitting on the fence. ‘Middle ground’ opinions are often principled
and explicit and involve none of these things so such an approach could not be awarded credit.

Examiner Comments
The candidate sees the ‘middle ground’ as being between ‘left’ or ‘right’ and gains 1
mark for saying this. The second sentence justiﬁes a second mark with its reference to a
‘moderate consensus’ in the ‘centre of the political… spectrum’.

Examiner Comments
The candidate recognises that the ‘middle ground’ involves neither ‘left wing’ nor ‘right
wing’ and gains 1 mark for saying this. It is also claimed that the ‘middle ground’ is
neutral and unbiased - this isn’t the case so a second mark cannot be awarded.
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Question 27(b)
Many candidates did not understand that the left generally favour state intervention, social engineering,
socialism or communism with a particular focus on addressing the needs of the working class, including
the poor and needy, through a fairer distribution of income and/or wealth. A signiﬁcant number made no
attempt at answering the question.

Examiner Comments
This answer gains two marks - it matches bullet 1 (extreme left wing is Communism)
and bullet 3 (socialism/Labour Party).

Examiner Comments
This candidate correctly recognises ‘left wing’ as involving socialist policies that aim to
support the working classes, reﬂecting bullets 3 and 7 in the mark scheme so 2 marks
are awarded.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate is awarded one mark for identifying the ‘left wing’ in terms of socialist
views and the Labour Party. There isn’t enough here to justify awarding a second mark.

Examiner Comments
As the candidate says, the term ‘left wing’ refers to a set of opinions and beliefs - but to
gain a mark s/he needs to indicate what these might be.
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Question 27(c)
The mark was awarded to any of (new) Labour; Liberal Democrats; Scottish Nationalists; Welsh Nationalists;
Greens; Respect (all of which are represented in the UK Parliament, the European Parliament or a devolved
parliament). A surprising number of candidates gained no marks because they gave Conservative, UKIP or
BNP as their answers.

Examiner Comments
Greenpeace is a pressure group so the candidate cannot be awarded a mark. If the
candidate had given ‘Green Party’ as the answer, the mark could have been given.

Examiner Comments
The candidate correctly identiﬁes the Liberal Democrats as a ‘left wing’ party

Examiner Comments
The Conservatives are a ‘right wing’ party so a mark cannot be awarded.
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Question 28
This question was poorly answered. The essential difference between an assertion and an argument is that
the former is not supported by evidence while the latter is so supported – as indicated on pages 5-8 of the
Student Book. Candidates offered all kinds of characteristics of both assertions and arguments but most
were erroneous or irrelevant because they missed the essential difference.

Examiner Comments
This answer gains two marks for recognising that the essential difference
between assertions and arguments is that the former are unsupported by
evidence while there is evidence to justify and support the latter.

Examiner Comments
The answer correctly explains the nature of an argument (evidence to support
reasoning) but fails to mention the absence of evidence in the case of an
assertion, so only 1 mark can be awarded.
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Examiner Comments
Some assertions may be true or factual but many are not - so that part of the answer can gain
no marks. The essential feature of an argument, inductive or otherwise, is that it is supported
by evidence. No mark can be awarded because that point is not explicitly stated.
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Question 29
On average, candidates scored 3 marks for this question, of which 2 marks tended to be for quality of
communication. A common mistake was that many candidates engaged with content and arguments of the
passage rather than restricting themselves to a consideration of how effectively the writer had supported
his claim. Few answers said that the article contains much unsupported opinion and few facts, with little
hard evidence and the possibility that the writer of an article in The Guardian could be biased. Rarely was
it pointed out that the writer’s claims are largely assertive – a very weak form of presentation or that the
argument is inductive (but inductive arguments are much weaker than deductive arguments in terms of the
‘reliability’ of the conclusion reached).
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Examiner Comments
The answer receives 2 marks for AO3 - these are for recognising little
evidence/bias (m/s question ii) and for referring to types of argument (m/s
question iv) though deductive arguments are incorrectly identiﬁed. A further
3 marks are awarded for AO4.
2+3=5 marks awarded.
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Examiner Comments
This answer does not address m/s questions (i) (iv) and (v) but it can earn 2
AO3 marks from the other two questions since the nature of evidence and
the overall subjectivity of the piece are established. A further 2 AO4 marks
were also awarded.
2+2=4 marks awarded.
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Examiner Comments
The answer gains one AO3 mark in response to m/s question (v) dealing with the
writer’s overall conclusion. It is also awarded 2 marks for communication (AO4).
1+2=3 marks awarded.
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Question 30
This question about factors which can inﬂuence change in the arts was prefaced by a paragraph of stimulus
which got candidates thinking creatively. Unfortunately a minority of answers failed to take account of
the instruction that they should refer to change in just one art form. Examiners credited the comments
made in respect of the ﬁrst discipline mentioned only. Marks were allocated separately for AO1 and AO2.
AO1 involves knowledge and understanding usually seen in the form of an example, judgement or factual
statement. For AO2, we are looking for ‘so . . .’ or ‘therefore . . . ’ or ‘because . . .’ or ‘so what this means is . . .
’ statements. Where these words (or similar) could be placed in front of something a candidate had written
what followed usually involved explanation, interpretation, evaluation, integration of ideas and selection of
suitable materials/examples so an AO2 mark can be awarded for each such point. Art, music and ﬁlm/drama
were disciplines selected by a good proportion of candidates – they used the ideas from the stimulus and
often developed them in interesting and relevant ways. Inevitably those who wrote in a descriptive way
tended to achieve few if any marks for interpretation or evaluation so their AO2 score was sometimes poor.
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Examiner Comments
The candidate sees the 1960s as a period of big change in music (AO1 - 1) with the change being
in terms of the topics (eg poverty, homosexuality) on which some lyrics were based (AO2 - 1).
Previously lyrics involving artists such as Presley were focused on love and romance (AO2 - 1). The
change had been brought about by the spirit and beliefs of the younger 1960s generation (AO1 - 1),
contributing to change in the arts (AO2 - 1).
In the second paragraph this answer considers the importance of the atmosphere of the age seeing
the emergence of jazz and the victory of the Allies (AO1 - 1) and listening to calming, but exciting
music (AO2 - 1).
The answer is clear to read and easy to understand so 3 marks are awarded for AO4.
3+4+3=10 marks awarded.
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Examiner Comments
If the answer had been about how changes in society impact on all of the arts, this candidate would
have secured a higher mark. As it is, the ﬁrst art form discussed is literature with references to
freedom of speech (AO1 - 1), previous illegality (AO2 - 1) and interpretation of the Bible (AO2 - 1),
no fear of repression (AO1 - 1) and Lady Chatterly’s Lover. (AO2 - 1). So no other art form can be
considered (NB3 in the m/s) nor any of the examples taken from painting, music or ﬁlm.
In the second paragraph there is a valid observation about the impact of war on art (AO1 - 1) but the
examples cannot be credited since they relate to other disciplines and they do not count as markworthy ‘contrasts’ because (NB4 in the m/s) they do not add to our understanding of literature and writing.
In the following paragraph the general idea that in times of change, gifted individuals bring forward
new ideas and concepts (AO1 - 1) can be exempliﬁed in terms of the Renaissance, Erasmus and
Luther (AO2 - 1). A mark is earned by the reference to ‘individual determination for change / strong
personalities’ (AO1 - 1) and another mark for the reference to the ‘development of equality for
women’ (AO1 - 1). The writing is clear and accurate so 4 marks are awarded for AO4.
6+4+4=14 marks awarded.
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Examiner Comments
This answer starts with a suggestion that change in music can be seen through changes in
instruments which give a different sound and style (AO1 - 1). So the coming of electric guitars can be
seen to lead to Punk, Rock and Indie music (AO2 - 1). New instruments allow people to experiment
with sound (AO1 - 1) as exempliﬁed by Led Zeppelin/Jimmy Page/unique sound (AO2 - 1). The more
instruments developed, the more different combinations are possible (AO2 - 1).
The second paragraph sees society divided between nobility and peasants (AO1 - 1) with melodic
music from Mozart and other classical composers (AO2 - 1). The candidate then refers to modernday youth culture, the music of rebellion (AO1 - 1) and the ability of young people to break away
from the music choices of their parents (AO2 - 1). Cultures in different countries also dictate
different styles (AO1 - 1).
Music provides choice in a commercial world (AO2 - 1) being adapted to suit people’s tastes (AO2 1). Then the impact of overseas travel is discussed (AO1 - 1), with different styles merging (AO2 - 1).
The answer is written clearly and accurately so 4 marks are awarded for AO4
6+8+4=18 marks awarded.
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Question 31
This question was marked in the same way as Question 30 above and the same AO1 and AO2 rules
were applied. The graph proved to be accessible to candidates who in most cases used the information it
contained thoughtfully and well. However, some candidates seemed to forget that the graph is based on
percentages not absolute numbers, and if the working population rises, this may or may not change the
balance of employment between males and females. Sometimes candidates referred to people coming to
work in the UK, from the EU or further aﬁeld, forgetting that such workers would themselves be males or
females and therefore included in the ﬁgures

Examiner Comments
The basic trends in the graph are discussed in the ﬁrst paragraph relating to men (AO1 - 1) and women
(AO1 - 1). Paragraph 2 sees women seeking to take advantage of the same opportunities as men (AO2
- 1) and working is the best way to achieve this (AO2 - 1). The ﬁnal paragraph speculates whether more
men may now be dependent on women, as women were previously more dependent on men (AO2 - 1).
Communication is clear overall so 3 AO4 marks can be awarded even though the answer is brief.
2+3+3=8 marks awarded.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate scored 16 marks
The answer starts by establishing the extent of change of female employment over the period (AO1
- 1) and sees this in terms of women being less inclined to be satisﬁed with a traditional housewife
role (AO2 - 1) and that women are now welcome in, and have more conﬁdence to enter, the workplace
(AO2 - 1). Many mothers now go out to work for economic reasons (AO1 - 1) and this in turn increases
female employment of nannies or child minders (AO2 - 1). The third paragraph recognises the greater
opportunities for women (AO1 - 1), supported by the NHS example (AO2 - 1). This is specially important
as more women are now single parents (AO2 - 1).
In the next paragraph the fall in male employment is noted (AO1 - 1) and linked to the decline of some
traditional industries such as coal (AO2 - 1). Frictional unemployment is discussed (AO1 - 1) and is seen as
a sign of growth in the economy during the period of the graph (AO2 - 1). Employment rates have overall
stayed about the same (AO1 - 1) but a further mark is inappropriate in this paragraph since the answer
deals with 4.5M incorrectly. The increase in opportunities for women has already been credited in third
paragraph so no further mark awarded.
The writing is clear and therefore 3 AO4 marks can be awarded.
6+7+3=16 marks awarded.
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Examiner Comments
The ﬁrst paragraph clearly sets out the employment patterns in the period (AO1 - 1) and notes the
increase in economically active people (AO1 - 1). Women’s earlier retirement age and possible reasons for
it are discussed (AO1 - 1), (AO2 - 1) as is the greater acceptance of women in the labour market (AO2 - 1).
Women’s traditional roles in the home (AO1 - 1) have changed as a result of equality and human rights
legislation (AO2 - 1). Child care is more available now (AO1 - 1) so women can more easily take advantage
of employment opportunities (AO2 - 1). Margaret Thatcher is seen as having helped women (‘strong will
and strength of character’) to gain acceptance in employment (AO1 - 1).
The answer is easy to read and understand so 3 marks are awarded for AO4.
6+4+3=13 marks awarded.
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Appendix A: Statistics
6GS01: Challenges for Society
Grade

Max.Mark

A

B

C

D

E

Raw boundary mark

90

55

50

46

42

38

Uniform boundary mark

100

80

70

60

50

40

Max.Mark

A

B

C

D

E

Raw boundary mark

90

58

53

48

43

38

Uniform boundary mark

100

80

70

60

50

40

6GS02: The Individual in Society
Grade

Notes:
Maximum Mark (Raw): the mark corresponding to the sum total of the marks shown on the mark scheme.
Boundary Mark: the minimum mark required by a candidate to qualify for a given grade.
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