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Introduction
Many candidates were able to attempt answers to all the questions on this paper within the time
available. However, as in previous series, it was clear that some candidates had not managed
their time well in relation to the marks available for different sections of the paper. Specifically,
each of the essay questions in Section C carries as many marks as the whole of Section A.
Candidates should be aware of this and should be guided to allocate their time and effort
accordingly.
For a significant minority of candidates, poor Quality of Written Communication (QWC) lowered
total marks. QWC marks were awarded for the two essay questions in Section C and also for the
two longer answers required for questions in Section B (Q28 and 29). Candidates should be aware
that approximately 15% of the marks available for the paper are awarded for QWC. Candidates
should also be aware that QWC marks are awarded independently of marks awarded for content.
A facetious or irrelevant answer will not gain marks for content or for QWC, but where a
candidate makes an attempt to answer the question QWC marks may be awarded even no marks
are given for content.
Many candidates would increase their marks if they spent more time thinking about what the
questions required of them and producing a succinct answer, rather than trying to write down
enough material to fill the spaces supplied.
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Question 21
The majority of candidates gained a mark for this question. Where the mark was not awarded
this was most commonly because figures had not been estimated from the bar chart with
sufficient accuracy.

Question 22
Many candidates gained one or more marks on this question. The majority of answers for a
disadvantage correctly identified loss of accuracy. The advantages given were sometimes too
vague to merit a mark.

Examiner Comments
Here the advantage answer does not gain a mark because it does not explain,
in just a little more detail, why it is “..easier to understand...” for example
by identifying trends more easily or being able to spot the highest or lowest
amounts.
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Question 23
This relatively easy question enabled the great majority of candidates to gain three marks.

Examiner Comments
This candidate has lost one mark for identifying “rainfall” instead of
hydroelectric power. Some candidates also lost marks for describing “sun
power” rather than solar power.

Examiner Tip
Use the correct scientific or technical words in
describing things, especially when they are given in
the text you are answering questions about.
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Question 24
The majority of candidates were able to score two or three marks on this question, with a
pleasingly large number correctly calculating the total power as 140GW, thus gaining the full 3
marks.
Where a question requires candidates to select and manipulate data, some marks will always be
awarded for both selection and manipulation

Examiner Comments
This candidate has correctly identified the relevant
data but has miscopied the figure for power and so
gains only one mark.

Examiner Tip
If you are asked to do a calculation then marks will be given
for identifying the correct data even if the calculation is not
correct. Be careful not to lose marks by incorrectly copying
figures, especially powers of ten eg 700 instead of 7000.
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Question 25
An argument by analogy will always include some reference to the similarity between two
different situations, in this case “...like (bold) the tunnel...”. It is this phrase which gains the
mark and candidates should be discouraged from copying out large sections from the passage.

Question 26(a)
Many candidates were able to identify overall reduction of carbon emissions as an objective
of carbon offsetting, but a much smaller number were able to link this to the idea of reducing
carbon emissions in one place to compensate for carbon emissions elsewhere

Examiner Comments
This candidate gains both marks for identifying the
reduction of carbon emissions and also for linking
this to the idea of compensation.
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Question 26(b)
Many candidates were able to identify the planting of trees being used to offset eg carbon
emissions during travel.

Examiner Comments
Planting more trees was the most common response
awarded a mark, although other responses were
allowed if they clearly related to the idea of carbon
offsetting.
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Question 27
This question required candidates to link their knowledge about the intermittent nature of many
renewables with the need for a supply of power which can be managed. Most candidates were
unable to do this and sometimes described a pumped storage scheme as being able to supply
more energy by releasing water than was required to pump the water uphill in the first place.
The mark most commonly awarded was for identifying that the electricity used to pump water
uphill could come from renewables.

Examiner Comments
This candidate has identified the intermittent
nature of renewables and using power from
renewables to pump water uphill for two marks.
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Question 28
Most candidates were able to identify two or more advantages of the tidal barrage. Where
candidates were unable to extend their answer beyond a simple statement such as “The tidal
barrage will provide energy in known quantities but other renewables will not” marks were not
awarded for assessment by comparison with other renewables.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate has correctly identified three
advantages of a tidal barrage but has failed to asess
them in comparison to other renewables. In fact no
other renewables are mentioned in the answer.
Two marks were awarded for QWC. The overall mark
was 5 out of a possible 8 marks

Examiner Tip
Identify the instructions contained in the question. Here,the
instructions are to identify and assess - how are these different
and what would your answer need to include to both identify
and assess?
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Question 29
This question required candidates to “..assess the strength or weakness of the evidence..”.
Where candidates made general comments about the strength or weakness of the conclusion, as
opposed to the strength or weakness of the evidence, marks were limited. Candidates who were
able to identify evidence as fact or opinion, or commented on the weakness of arguments from
analogy, often gained full marks. As in previous series, some candidates chose to give their own
opinions rather than examining the evidence in the text.

Examiner Comments
This candidate has made some general comments about strengths and
weaknesses and related these to particular pieces of evidence, but has not
done enough to gain more than two marks. Identifying the evidence about
economic regeneration as weak because it is based on an argument by
analogy would have increased the mark, as would identifying any relevant
piece of information correctly as fact or opinion.
This candidate gained 4 marks in total, 2 marks for content and 2 for QWC

Examiner Tip
If you are asked about the strength of evidence try to identify
different pieces of evidence as based on fact or opinion.
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Question 30
There are a number of ways of approaching this question, but most candidates chose to discuss
science in relation to religion, sometimes in a very limited way. For example, some candidates
argued that moral decisions should be based only on religious teachings. Answers which gave
examples of differences between science and religion such as Darwin and evolution compared
to creationism gained additional marks. Some candidates were able to link these examples to
the different nature of scientific knowledge based on observation compared to religious belief
based on faith. Some outstanding answers were based on a comprehensive analysis of changes in
philosophy, science and religious beliefs since the time of Socrates.
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Examiner Comments
This answer includes a good description of how both science and religion
have attempted to answer questions about the world in which we live and
our place in it. Science is described as based on logic but a better description
would include some explanation of the scientific method, how it is applied
and why there are limitations as to the questions which science can or cannot
asnwer. The total score of 15 is considerably above the average of about 9.
Marks awarded were A1, A3, A6, A7, A9, A10, A15, B1, B4, and B8 (3 marks)
and QWC is 3 marks. Communication would have been improved by the use of
paragraphs.
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Question 31
Most candidates limited their answer to considering the benefits or disadvantages of CCTV with
very little mention made of other uses of technology such as email monitoring, ID cards or the
DNA database. Some limited answers did not go beyond stating that CCTV was a good thing
because it helped to catch criminals. When deterrence was mentioned some consideration
was often given to other effects such as criminal activity moving to areas where CCTV was less
common. The threat to civil liberties was often linked to a “Big Brother” state but this was very
rarely illustrated any further. Some very good answers attempted to discuss how possible it is to
strike a balance between civil liberties and the fight against crime or terrorism.
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Examiner Comments
This answer is limited to considering the role of CCTV but does so reasonably
comprehensively. Several examples are given of the different ways in which CCTV
could be used by the police and others in the fight against crime. A discussion of other
technologies might have enabled the candidate to make a more detailed consideration
of the threats which some people perceive. However this answer still scores a total of
11 marks, marginally more than average. Marks awarded were A2, A3, A4, A5, A6, B3 and
B8(2 marks)and QWC is 3 marks.
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Appendix A: Statistics
6GS01: Challenges for Society
Grade

Max. Mark

A

B

C

D

E

Raw boundary mark

90

58

53

48

43

38

Uniform boundary mark

100

80

70

60

50

40

Max. Mark

A

B

C

D

E

Raw boundary mark

90

60

54

49

44

39

Uniform boundary mark

100

80

70

60

50

40

Max. Mark

A

B

C

D

E

Raw boundary mark

90

57

52

48

44

40

Uniform boundary mark

100

80

70

60

50

40

Max. Mark

A

B

C

D

E

Raw boundary mark

90

57

51

45

39

33

Uniform boundary mark

100

80

70

60

50

40

6GS02: The Individual in Society
Grade

6GS03: Change and Progress
Grade

6GS04: Beliefs, Values and Responsibilities
Grade

Maximum Mark (Raw): the mark corresponding to the sum total of the marks shown on the mark
scheme.
Boundary Mark: the minimum mark required by a candidate to qualify for a given grade.
This candidate has lost one mark for identifying “rainfall” instead of hydroelectric power. Some
candidates also lost marks for describing “sun power” rather than solar power.
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