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SCHEME OF WORK – A LEVEL FRENCH 

Introduction to the Edexcel A Level scheme of work

This Edexcel scheme of work provides an overview of the content of the new 2016 A level in French (9FR0).  

This scheme of work is designed to provide teachers with an editable outline of the topic areas, key skills and grammar required by students entering these examinations. It is based on an allocation of 5 hours per week or 9 to10 hours across timetables using a two-week cycle, with teaching divided between two teachers. The scheme of work is based on the assumption that the A level will comprise of 37 teaching weeks plus 2 weeks internal school assessment in year 1 and 32 teaching weeks in year 2.

This scheme of work shows one of a number of possible approaches and teachers should feel free to adapt it to suit their particular needs. 

There is a new focus in the examinations on the social and cultural context of the target language countries through Assessment Objective 4 (see specification for further detail), with which students will need to engage and which will be assessed in both the speaking and written examinations.  

Themes 
The scheme of work has been divided by topic. At A level each teacher takes responsibility for one of the themes with one teacher being responsible for the literature or film and the second teacher responsible for the overview of the independent research project. The latter has been introduced at the end of Year 12 in this scheme of work, to enable students to commence their research during the summer break and then the project is revisited by the responsible teacher prior to the final preparation for the speaking examination. 

The themes are: 

Theme 1: Les changements dans la société française
Theme 1 is set in the context of France only. This theme covers social issues and trends. 

Les changements dans les structures familiales 
Les changements dans les attitudes envers le mariage, les couples et la famille. 
L’éducation 
Le système éducatif et les questions estudiantines. 
Le monde du travail 
La vie active en France et les attitudes envers le travail; le droit à la grève; l’égalité des sexes. 


Theme 2: La culture politique et artistique dans les pays francophones 
Theme 2 is set in the context of francophone countries and communities. This theme covers artistic culture (through music and festivals and traditions) and political and artistic culture (through media). 

La musique 
Les changements et les développements; l’impact de la musique sur la culture populaire. 
Les médias 
La liberté d’expression; la presse écrite et en ligne; l’impact sur la société et la politique. 
Les festivals et les traditions 
Les festivals, fêtes, coutumes et traditions. 

Theme 3: L’immigration et la société multiculturelle française 
Theme 3 is set in the context of France only. This theme covers social issues and trends.
 
L’impact positif de l’immigration sur la société française 
Les contributions des immigrés à l’économie et à la culture. 
Répondre aux défis de l’immigration et l’intégration en France 
Les activités des communautés; la marginalisation et l’aliénation du point de vue des immigrés. 
L’extrême droite 
La montée du Front National; les leaders du Front National; l’opinion publique. 

Theme 4: L’Occupation et la Résistance 
Theme 4 is set in the context of France only. This theme covers political culture. 

La France occupée 
La collaboration; l’antisémitisme. 
Le régime de Vichy 
Maréchal Pétain et la Révolution nationale. 
La Résistance 
Jean Moulin, Charles de Gaulle et les femmes de la Résistance; la résistance des français.

Grammar
The A level specification builds on the work completed at GCSE but requires students to develop a greater working knowledge of the grammatical structure of the language. Many of the grammatical points required will have already been met during Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 teaching but will need to be revisited and reinforced during the course. The grammar requirements are outlined in the grammar list in the specification. 


Teachers co-teaching AS and A level groups together may wish to cover all the AS grammar in the first year but engage in more thorough practice, particularly of the new more advanced grammatical structures not covered at GCSE, in year 2. Teachers may also wish to use the literature and film element of the course to illustrate certain grammatical points (see the free support guides on approaches to teaching film and literature). 

A level skills – themes 
Students are required to develop the following skills:

Responding to spoken text in writing, showing understanding of the main points, gist and detail
Responding to written text in writing and speaking, showing understanding of the main points, gist and detail
Summarising a written text in speaking (Theme 1)
Summarising a spoken text in writing
Translating into and from French
Demonstrating knowledge and understanding of the social and cultural context of the target language through discussion of a theme 
Expressing viewpoints and justifying opinions
Developing an argument and reaching a logical conclusion.

In addition, students need to be able to analyse aspects of culture and present their independent research project in the speaking examination.  

A level skills – literature/film
In the study of the literary text/film students also need to develop the following skills:

Critically analysing the work
Evaluating the form and techniques used in the work
Presenting and justifying viewpoints 
Developing logical arguments to persuade
Relating the work to key concepts, issues and the social context 
Writing a critical response.

Teachers will need to consider these key skills in the light of the work studied.

This scheme of work proposes that teacher 2 commences the study of the second work at the end of Year 12 which will allow students to undertake some independent work during the summer break.

Independent research project
This scheme of work suggests that teacher 1 introduces the research project to students prior to the summer break. This will enable students to review material available around their areas of interest during the summer break. The project is then revisited during weeks 7 and 15 in Year 13 to enable the teacher to review the work in progress. Further time is allocated to the project in the revision period at the end of Year 13. Details about permissible teacher input are in the specification.


	YEAR 1


	Week
	Teacher 1 – Topic Area
	Teacher 1 – Grammar/Skills
	Teacher 2 – Topic Area
	Teacher 2 – 
Grammar/Skills

	1
	Introduction to the course and assessment of students’ knowledge through bridging material

	2–9
	Theme 1: Les changements dans la société française


	
	Theme 2: La culture politique et artistique dans les pays francophones
(Theme 2 is set in the context of francophone countries and communities.)
	

	
	Les changements dans les structures familiales 
Les changements dans les attitudes envers le mariage

	Grammar: 
Nouns, genders and plurals
Modes of address – tu/vous
Quantifiers/intensifiers
Present tense of regular, irregular and modal verbs 
Subject pronouns (including on)
Using the present tense
Using depuis/ça fait
Reflexive verbs
Skills focus:
Summarising a written text in speaking

	La musique
Les changements et les développements
	Grammar: 
Adjectives, agreements and position
Definite, indefinite and partitive articles
Perfect tense with être and avoir
Skills focus: 
Listening and responding
Reading and responding


	
	Les changements dans les attitudes envers les couples 
	
	· 
	

	
	· Les changements dans les attitudes envers la famille


	Grammar: 
Numbers, fractions and expressions of time 
Ordinal and cardinal numbers
Skills focus:
Summarising a spoken text in writing

	L’impact de la musique sur la culture populaire
	Grammar: 
Future and conditional tenses
Future perfect and conditional perfect tenses and the use of quand 
Skills focus:
Translating into French




	10–15 
	Literary text/film
	
	Theme 2: La culture politique et artistique dans les pays francophones
	

	
	Work 1
	Grammar:
Imperfect and pluperfect tenses
Depending on the work chosen, the past historic (R) may be presented here.
Skills focus:
Critically analysing the work

	Les médias
La liberté d’expression


	Grammar:
Negation (and the use of ne with negative subjects)
Coordinating conjunctions
Skills focus:
Expressing a point of view

	
	
	Grammar: 
Using prepositions
Constructions with verbs:
Verbs followed by a preposition
Verbs followed directly by an infinitive
Modal verbs
Skills focus:
Evaluating the form and techniques used in the work

	La presse écrite et en ligne

	Grammar: 
Direct and indirect object pronouns (position and order)
Agreement of the past participle in compound tenses
Using y and en
Skills focus:
Justifying a point of view

	
	
	Grammar: 
Present subjunctive with: 
verbs of possibility, necessity and obligation
verbs of emotion
impersonal expressions
conjunctions of time
Skills focus: 
Presenting and justifying viewpoints 

	L’impact sur la société et la politique

	Grammar:
Present subjunctive with: 
verbs of possibility, necessity and obligation
verbs of emotion
impersonal expressions
conjunctions of time
Skills focus:
Developing an argument




	16–21
	Literary text/film
	
	Theme 1: Les changements dans la société française
	

	
	Work 1
	Grammar: 
Relative pronouns and subordination
Skills focus: 
Evaluating the form and techniques used in the work

	L’éducation
Le système éducatif

	Grammar: 
Present subjunctive with: 
verbs of possibility, necessity and obligation
verbs of emotion
impersonal expressions
conjunctions of time
Questions and commands
Skills focus:
Reaching a logical conclusion

	
	
	Grammar: 
Using the infinitive, present participle and past participle
Perfect infinitive
Skills focus: 
Relating the work to key concepts, issues and the social context

	Les questions estudiantines
	Grammar: 
Verbal structures
Skills focus:
Demonstrating knowledge and understanding about the culture and society where the language is spoken through discussion of a theme


	
	
	Grammar: 
Passive voice – present and other tenses (R)
Skills focus: 
Writing a critical response

	
	Grammar:
Comparative and superlative forms of adjectives
Comparative and superlative forms of adverbs
Skills focus: 
Developing logical arguments to persuade





	22–28
	Theme 2: La culture politique et artistique dans les pays francophones
	
	Theme 1: Les changements dans la société française
	

	
	Les festivals et les traditions
Les festivals et les fêtes
	Grammar: 
Word order – inversion after speech 
Skills focus: 
Examination skills for Paper 1 – listening and reading
	Le monde du travail 
La vie active en France et les attitudes envers le travail
Le droit à la grève
	Grammar: 
Demonstrative, possessive and indefinite pronouns
Skills focus:
Examination skills for Paper 1/2 – translation

	
	Les coutumes et traditions
	Grammar: 
Using mixed tenses
Skills focus:
Examination skills for Paper 2 – essay writing
	L’égalité des sexes
	Grammar: 
Revision
Skills focus: 
Examination skills for Paper 3 – speaking


	29–32
	
	Revision and examination preparation
	Revision and examination preparation
	

	33–35
	Internal examinations


	36–39
	Research project –introduction 
	
	Literary text/film
	

	
	
	Skills: 
Conducting, organising and using research
Planning, project management and time management
Collecting data and evidence

	Work 2
	Skills:
Studying independently








	YEAR 2


	Week
	Teacher 1 – Topic Area
	Teacher 1 – Grammar/Skills
	Teacher 2 – Topic Area
	Teacher 2 – Grammar/Skills

	1–6
	Theme 3: L’immigration et la société multiculturelle française 
(Theme 3 is set in the context of France only)
	

	Literary text/film
	

	
	L’impact positif de l’immigration sur la société française
Les contributions des immigrés à l’économie
Les contributions des immigrés à la culture

	Grammar: 
Revision of all tenses 
Using mixed tense sentences and si clauses
Skills focus:
Reading and responding
	Work 2
	Skills focus:  
Critically analysing the form and techniques used in the work
Critically analysing themes and the cultural and social context
Writing a critical response
Manipulating language accurately


	7
	Research project – Review 1
	Review of progress
Focusing the question/statement
Requirements of the RP3 form 
Critical analysis as a skill

	
	




	8–15
	Theme 3:
L’immigration et la société multiculturelle française 


	
	Theme 4: L’Occupation et la Résistance 
(Theme 4 is set in the context of France only.)
	Literary text/film – 
Work 2
	

	
	Répondre aux défis de l’immigration et l’intégration en France 
Les activités des communautés

	Grammar: 
Revision of the subjunctive – present, perfect and imperfect tenses (R)
Skills focus: 
Listening and responding

	La France occupée
La collaboration
	Grammar: 
Revision of modal verbs in all tenses 
Skills focus: 
Summarising spoken text in writing


	
	· La marginalisation et l’aliénation du point de vue des immigrés
	Grammar:
Passive voice in all tenses
	L’antisémitisme





	Grammar: 
Subordination – simple and complex
Using dont
Skills focus: 
Translating into English

	15
	Research project – Review 2


	Review of progress
Refining the question/statement
Completion of the RP3 form 
Presentation skills
	Work 2
	Grammar: 
Word order: 
Inversion after speech 
Inversion after adverbs
Skills focus:
Expressing viewpoints and justifying opinions





	16–21
	Theme 3: L’immigration et la société multiculturelle française
	
	Theme 4: L’Occupation et la Résistance

	

	
	L’extrême droite
La montée du Front National
	Grammar: 
Revision of indirect and direct pronouns:
Position
Verbs with two pronouns 
Skills focus: 
Analysing the cultural context in speaking

	Le régime de Vichy
Maréchal Pétain 
La Révolution nationale
	Grammar: 
Using depuis/quand (and other time conjunctions) with different tenses



	
	Les leaders du Front National

	Grammar:
The ‘on structure’ with verbs followed by an indirect object

	
	

	
	L’opinion publique
	Grammar: 
Revision of compound tenses with direct and indirect objects and agreement of the past participle (plus negation)
	Work 2
	Grammar: 
Revision of indefinite, demonstrative and possessive pronouns
Skills focus:
Developing a persuasive argument


	22–28
	Revision and review 
	
	Theme 4: L’Occupation et la Résistance
	

	
	Revision and review of research project
	Review of IRP
Completion of the RP3 form

	La Résistance
Jean Moulin
Charles de Gaulle
	Grammar:
Verbal structures
Skills focus:
Using arguments to reach a logical conclusion





	
	Revision of Y12 literary text/film
	Skills:
Critically analysing issues and themes
Critically analysing the social and cultural context

	Les femmes de la Résistance
La résistance des français
	Grammar: 
Revision


	
	Revision of Y12 topics
	Skills focus:
Listening and reading 
Analysing themes in speech and relating them to the social and cultural context

	Work 2
	Grammar: 
Revision


	29–32
	Revision and exam preparation
	
	Revision and exam preparation
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