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Introduction
Unit 6FR04 and the Specification in general are now well established. Most candidates know
what is expected of them and have assimilated the correct strategies needed to deal with
the unit. The paper consisted of the same three exercises, a short translation from English
into French, a general essay in French and a Research Based Essay (RBE). It was extremely
rare for any of the exercises not to be attempted or to be unfinished. The time available
thus seemed appropriate and was well managed. Rubrics concerning word counts were
largely adhered to and most candidates at least appeared to be aware of the need to stay
relevant, although some digress into generalities, particularly in the RBE.
Where choice is available in Sections B and C, a similar pattern of selection was found.
Very few candidates were attracted by the creative options in Section B, questions 2b and
2c were again particularly out of favour. The vast majority of answers were on discursive
themes. Question 2e was by far the most popular and in general was well handled. In
Section C the Literature and the arts area remains the overwhelming choice with the split
between films and books once more about equal. Where a film and a book version of the
same subject exists, examiners would question the wisdom of studying both, since in some
cases candidates seem to become confused by differences between the two versions. La
Haine remains the most popular film by a long way with Au revoir les enfants and Amélie,
presumably because of its relatively recent release. Intouchables also attracted some
interest. L'Etranger is still the most widely read text, followed by Un sac de billes and
L'Avare.
Overall, the performance was similar to previous years. The translation was found to be
marginally more demanding. Section B essays were more impressive this year, there were
few misunderstandings or even misinterpretations. Candidates largely appreciated the
implications of the questions and wrote in a genuinely discursive manner. Reactions to the
RBE were rather more mixed. Many candidates struggled to find enough to say about style
in relation to their chosen work in the Literature and the arts section. It is worth repeating
that the choice of work in this section is crucial. Examiners can legitimately set tasks on four
broad subject areas: characters, theme(s), setting and style. When selecting a work to be
studied and researched, candidates and those who guide them should be certain that there
is enough to be said in these four areas before they proceed with the text or film. It also
must be said again that in this section the single book or film studied constitutes in itself all
the research material. Candidates are not expected to research other works by the same
author or director and do not need to study literary or film critics. This year in particular,
quite a few candidates included quotations by such critics. If entirely relevant, such
quotations might be a useful reference but mostly they had little to do with style and were
used gratuitously. Concentration on an individual work is also necessary. Some of those who
had studied Truffaut wrote about la nouvelle vague without a single reference to a film or
else they mentioned lots of films and even other directors in passing so that there was very
little on any one film by Truffaut. Examiners would much prefer to receive a candidate's
own thoughts and opinions, backed up and illustrated by precise, apposite references to the
specific work studied.
It is disappointing to report that unacceptable practices are still being encountered in a
couple of ways which have been highlighted in these reports and elsewhere. Firstly it is a
requirement that the area of study in Section C must concern a francophone community.
This year just as many essays were encountered as in previous years in which this was
clearly not the case. Thus essays were found on China, Japan, Iran, Colombia, Germany,
Pakistan, the Middle East, the effects of 9/11, the carvings on the Egyptian pyramids, the
hostility between the Greek and Turkish communities in Cyprus, the recent war in Sri Lanka
and the repercussions of the Wall Street Crash amongst other things. These subjects could
not gain any credit.
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For two years this report has spoken of a very unhelpful practice in Section C in which
a question is answered in one area based on research in another. It was, therefore,
disappointing to note that this is still happening with just as much regularity. Several
candidates who had studied either a film or a book, chose instead to respond to question
3b, rather than 3d. They thus wrote about an event in their work. As a 3b answer this
was obviously totally irrelevant. Examiners tried to treat such offerings as 3d answers and
looked for anything which could remotely be said to deal with style. In most cases this was
very difficult and these essays could only be given a small amount of credit, if any. Those
who guide candidates in the preparation of this unit must impress on them that this is an
unacceptable approach which has a considerable effect on the overall mark for the paper.
Attainment on this unit was improved this year. The increased scores are largely explained
by better performances on the general essay in Section B and in particular by the fact that
the most popular task (2e) was by and large well handled.
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Question 1
The transfer of meaning exercise in the shape of a short passage of about 80 words of
English to be translated into French was found to be a little more demanding this year. The
Content concerning poverty and the homeless should have been familiar to students. As
before, the passage was separated into 30 short items, each worth one point, if correct,
and the total gained was divided by three to give a final mark out of ten. Accents which
affected the meaning or 'grammatical' accents such as é on a past participle were insisted
on but examiners considered other accents or the absence of them. The whole range of
performance was encountered.
The English in itself posed few problems. Many candidates started well and recovered
somewhat towards the end but the middle section in many cases did not yield much credit.
A certain amount of anglicisation was found. For example charité was often given for a
charity, la tete served as a head of a charity, médecine became the substance, on the
television was almost universally rendered as sur la télévision, as was le troisième monde
for the Third World. Capital letters in the latter and in 'the West' also proved problematic.
Tense did not cause too many difficulties this year. Bien que as a conjunction was well
known but not all could manage the subjunctive required after it. Spelling overall was
reasonably accurate with the notable exception of Récemment. Affecte or touche early
on were well handled. Some straightforward boxes were dealt with competently. These
included boxes 1, 2, 4, 9, 10, 14, 23 and 28. Candidates had most difficulty with the two
items requiring inversion after direct speech - 'said the head' and 'he added'. Very few could
use fournir properly and 'the things they need' was mostly given as les choses qu'ils ont
besoin de. In box 29 the ce needed before que was usually omitted. It was surprising that
the appropriate term for 'a well-known charity' was not more widely known, as it seems a
vocabulary item which would figure on most programmes of study. 'The whole world' gave
rise commonly to tout le monde, demander was usually followed by pour and essayer by à.
Many candidates forgot that choses is feminine and gave tels que after it. Those who used
comme here found the rendering more straightforward. Hyphens were inserted where they
were not necessary or omitted when they should have been present but examiners decided
to ignore all these instances except in a-t-il ajouté.
There were few totally incompetent renderings but equally very high totals were also rare.
More careful revision would have improved many scores.
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Examiner Comments

This translation achieved a slightly above average score. The candidate did many good things:
bien que was properly handled, de gens was given and not the much more common des gens, à la
télé was correct as was the last box, although the previous piece of inversion was not manipulated
correctly. On the other hand the candidate committed many of the errors commonly seen: tout
le monde for le monde entier, ouest with no capital, la médecine was misapplied, ce was missed
out from the penultimate box and dans le terme court was not quite right. It was a pity that
perturbantes was slightly misspelt. This was a worthy effort which gained 16 items of credit leading
to a final score of 5.
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Examiner Comments

Only 6 boxes could be credited in this attempt at the transfer of meaning exercise. Major and
minor errors were evident and the candidate made some of the common mistakes which have
already been noted. The genders of some basic words were incorrect: une problème, le situation.
Agreements also went astray: tels que, bien connu with a feminine word. There were some nonexistent verb forms such as vise (part of voir) and provider and the paraphrase at the end to
render 'he added'. Spelling was erratic: suffrent, oest, peturbés and it was pity that tiers monde
had no capitals. The candidate scored in some 'easy' boxes with Bien que, dans les rues and
c'est tout but Récemment was spelt correctly and nous essayerons de was given accurately. The
passage was not entirely without merit but only a total of 2 was gained.
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent response to the task. The meaning of the original English is transferred with
great fluency and accuracy. There are errors such as not giving an acceptable rendering for the
English 'charity' in this context. 'In the short term' is also not given correctly. Otherwise the
version is of the highest order and gained 9 out of a possible 10 marks, a score which was very
rarely encountered.
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Question 2 (a)
This question, which invited a story to be written based on a picture of a seemingly
happy young man using a laptop on a beach, proved to be the most popular of the creative
pieces but still there were not a great number of reactions seen. A similar rubric has been
used for this question previously but this year's Racontez l'histoire de ce jeune was taken by
some as an invitation to write a complete life-story of the person with no specific reference
to the picture. Those who did as intended mostly produced a reasonably coherent, plausible
account but many lacked a great deal of imagination. There was a sort of recurring theme
of a young person who had risen to wealth from humble beginnings, sometimes through
activities connected to new technology. Usually a clear story was told which was organised
satisfactorily but answers could often have been improved by the use of more description, a
wider range of vocabulary and the use of speech, either direct or indirect.
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Examiner Comments

This reaction to the picture is very mixed but in some ways typical of what was seen. Until the end
there is no precise reference to the picture and the setting which are supposed to be the stimulus
to the subsequent account. Mention of the laptop and mobile were at least made to fit in with the
rest of the life-story and so the piece was considered satisfactory but little more. The use of the
stimulus was not very imaginative and for Understanding and Response the essay was given 7.
Examiners always have to be careful to separate out the different aspects they are assessing and
this is a case in point. When seen in its own terms the Organisation and Development of the piece
are very good. The account progresses very logically with no digression or irrelevance. There is
a nice cyclical structure with references to being marked for performance at the beginning and
the end. The essay is easy to read and follow and for these aspects a mark of 13 from the top
part of the grid was awarded. The language is also rather mixed. There are quite a few errors in
forms, some of them quite major ones, although, if read aloud, the narrative has a certain degree
of fluency. There is some misuse of tense but some complex structures are deployed naturally.
The vocabulary has some nice features and is appropriate. The essay was given 3 for Accuracy,
communication is definitely not impaired, and 7 for Range and Application, since the language is
manipulated quite well. Something of an unusual mixture, this example was given 30 marks out of
a possible 45.

Question 2 (b)
Hardly anyone chose this option. In the small number of essays seen the continuation was
plausible and within context. Details of how the fire had started were usually given and a
credible outcome was provided. Some continued the conversation with the policeman in
an apt way. Candidates were mostly able to deploy some appropriate lexis and managed
to continue the atmosphere of anxiety. The four years of this specification show that this
exercise no longer seems to appeal to the candidature.
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Question 2 (c)
As usual few candidates completed this exercise, which is a pity, since those who tackled
it tended to do it well. They had obviously been well schooled in this type of writing and
could often produce something with a genuine journalistic tone. The thief's modus operandi,
as outlined in the headline, was explained in more detail. Reactions to the incident were
given from a variety of plausible characters, such as the elderly lady herself, a relative or
neighbour and the police. Anyone with information was invited to communicate it to the
authorities and were given the means to do so. Many authentic sounding accounts were
thus provided. There was often talk of the police's ongoing lines of enquiry. All these things
were entirely in keeping with a real life account of a similar happening. Very few, if any,
candidates selected this option at the last minute without being trained to deal with it.
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Examiner Comments

This was considered to be an excellent response to the exercise. How the theft took place is
explained clearly, a suitable reaction from the victim is given. Perhaps comment from a third
party could have been included. Details of what is missing follow with a description of the thief
and the public is invited to help. All of this seems wholly in keeping with the task. The candidate
obviously fully appreciates what is expected and delivers a very good piece in a fitting tone and
register. For Understanding and Response the essay was given 13. The article is extremely well
organised and developed. The account proceeds very logically and is perfectly easy to follow.
There is some internal linking and the shape is totally clear. For Organisation and Development the
essay was given 14. There are a few errors in the forms of the language but nothing which impairs
communication and for Accuracy 4 marks were awarded. The vocabulary is excellent, it is entirely
appropriate to the subject matter. Some complex structures are used successfully. For Range and
Application the piece received 9 marks giving a total score of 40 out of 45, a very commendable
performance.

Question 2 (d)
The discursive essays in general were very popular. This is understandable, since they
complement the work done in preparation for Unit 6FR03. Virtually all candidates now
appreciate the need to deal with both sides of a subject. Candidates are, of course, perfectly
entitled to come down on one side of an issue but they must show at least an awareness of
the unfavoured position, if only to refute it. All-purpose, set phrases seemed to be a little
less in evidence this year, which is welcome. Quite a number of candidates do still waste
time at the beginning recasting the question and saying that they are going to deal with
it. Some essays were a little difficult to follow with ideas randomly presented. The best
examples had a short but effective introduction and conclusion and in the middle treated the
pros and cons of the topic, either by dealing with all they had to say on one side and then
the other or by taking each point raised and discussing arguments for and against, before
moving on to the next idea. Either method can be equally effective.
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The first of the discursive titles and its implications were fully understood and led to
many balanced, reasoned responses. Almost all those who treated the subject were able
to discuss the loss to local communities and the damage to small town High Streets, the
difference in price and range of goods between local shops and supermarkets and the
knock-on effect that the economic crisis is having in this regard. Some also mentioned
that local shops provide a more individual shopping experience, if one has time to enjoy
it, and some talked about where our food is sourced from and the repercussions that this
has for the environment and our health. Although it did not attract a very large number of
candidates, this question proved to be thought-provoking and lent itself readily to a fully
discursive approach.
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Examiner Comments

This essay was seen as a very worthy response to the question. Some sensible, tenable things are said
on the matter in hand. Perhaps the emphasis is a little too much from the supermarket angle, more focus
could have been given to the small shopkeeper, as suggested by the title. However, bearing in mind the
constraints of the word count, the candidate manages to cover a suitable amount of relevant ideas on both
sides. Just occasionally the treatment digresses into such things as new technology but full relevance is
quickly restored. The candidate obviously understands the implications of the question and can safely be
placed in the 'good' category for Understanding and Response (12). The Organisation is not quite as good.
There is a clear shape but in the body of the essay ideas seem at times to be put forward in a rather random
fashion. The essay is still quite logical and clear (10). The language is quite accurate in its forms, certainly
errors do not impede understanding (4). The vocabulary is perfectly adequate, without being stunning
and there is some successful manipulation (7). This essay is very competent without being in any way
outstanding and was given a total of 33 out of a possible 45.
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Question 2 (e)
Question 2e was by far the most popular of the discursive titles and it was well completed
overall. Undoubtedly candidates used some of the material with which they had become
familiar through preparation for Unit 3 but they did so sensibly. In advance of the
examination some disquiet was felt that reliance on such material might lead some
candidates into a one-themed approach but in reality this did not prove to be the case.
Almost without exception candidates dealt with several elements on each side of the
subject. The benefits of modern science and technology to medical advancements were
very much seen as a positive, as were developments in communication and clean energy.
It was felt that there were definite advantages and disadvantages to controversial things
such as cloning, OGM and stem cell research. The effects of a sedentary life which can be
encouraged by the excessive use of computers and computer games were considered to be
certainly negative. Most candidates were eventually in favour of technological advances but
this did not lead them into a one-sided response. Dangers were definitely recognised and
the usual conclusion was that science and technology should be allowed to go ahead but
required careful monitoring. The question invited consideration on whether progress should
be actually stopped. Not much was said on this point, although some were of the opinion
that you simply could not put a stop to it, even if you wanted to. In general there was a
very pleasing reaction to this question
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Examiner Comments

This essay is of a suitable length. The candidate seems to have gone through pruning certain
sections and this may have made the whole a little disjointed. The candidate fully understands the
question and its implications. A balanced piece has been created and a range of illustration is used
on both sides. The Understanding and Response was felt to be very good, many relevant ideas
have been expressed within the word limit and a mark of 14 was awarded. The piece reads well,
opinions are given clearly and logically with no digressions. The essay has definite shape, although
the conclusion is perhaps a little contradictory. Nevertheless, it was felt that the clarity of the
development merited a similar score of 14. There are a few mistakes in the forms of the language,
a couple of them are fairly major but communication is in no way lost and for Accuracy the essay
scored 4. There is quite a lot of appropriate vocabulary and some complex manipulation of the
language leading to a score of 8 for Range. Overall this essay received 36 out of 45.
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Examiner Comments

This is one of the less impressive reactions to the same Question 2e but the essay is not entirely without
merit. There is some attempt to address the task and a few examples are quoted on both sides. However, the
ideas are somewhat confusing and at one stage there is a rather lengthy digression on what the government
should do about a seemingly unrelated issue. The treatment is very vague and general but a couple of relevant
implications have been touched upon. Although there is certainly a lack of clarity and ambiguity of content,
there is sufficient relevance to be considered satisfactory enough to warrant a mark of 8. The ideas are not
developed well and from this point of view the essay could be said to be rambling. However, the piece is quite
well organised with an introduction, two sides and a conclusion, albeit with a rather enigmatic comment at the
end. For Organisation and Development the piece was given 9. The language is consistently flawed in its forms
to such an extent that communication is compromised so that only 2 could be given for Accuracy. On the other
hand the vocabulary is adequate and there is an attempt to go beyond the composition of simple sentences.
The manipulation of the language is not always successful but a middling score of 5 was gained. Overall a total
of 24 was given to the essay.
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Question 2 (f)
Amongst the discursive titles this one attracted the least number of candidates. Quite a
lot of those who completed it did not see the full implications of this task. They tended
to answer a question which they thought they had been asked or which they wished they
had been asked. Very few candidates managed to focus on the key concept of amitié in
the wording of the question. Instead they chose to write an essay about equality, womens'
rights or the battle of the sexes. Whilst such material was not totally irrelevant, it was
unconvincing and did not get to the crux of the matter. There was a relatively small number
of well-reasoned, pertinent answers. A few candidates thought that genuine friendship was
not possible because sexual attraction usually intervened with all the complications that this
brought. Others felt that friendship was perfectly possible in modern times since there were
now many more opportunities for boys and girls to mix in a relaxed atmosphere and to do
many things on an equal footing. Mixed education received a good press as far as successful
relations between the sexes were concerned.
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Examiner Comments

This is a fairly typical response to the question as far as content is concerned. The question is not really
answered, there is limited understanding of the task and its implications. A few relevant points are made
but not pursued and the essay seems mostly to be about equality rather than the possibility of friendship.
For Understanding and Response, therefore, the essay was not felt to be satisfactory and was awarded
6 marks. In its own terms the essay has a little shape and organisation, although the ideas are not
developed particularly coherently. In this regard the piece was given 8 marks. The language is inaccurate.
The forms are consistently flawed and it is difficult to follow. There are many errors of all descriptions, the
verb forms in particular are erratic. For Accuracy a below average score of 2 was given. There is a little
vocabulary and some attempt at complex language but overall the manipulation is wayward and for Range
the essay received 4 marks. The overall total for this piece of work was thus 20 out of 45.
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Question 2 (g)
This was the second most popular of the discursive titles and performance on this topic was
rather polarised. At the top end there were very well-argued essays about the provision of a
work-life balance. It was felt that in today's frenetic society people had a need to recharge
their batteries by taking a holiday. Perceptive candidates went on further to talk about
how this might be achieved through a mixture of relaxation combined with cultural and/
or physical activity which can lead to a revitalisation of the individual and how this is good
for the economy and one's well being. Some candidates suggested that doing nothing could
be seen as a waste of time and money, particularly if one has paid for an expensive holiday
abroad. Such pieces tended also to be well planned and scored highly. Unfortunately the
majority of essays seen were less impressive. Many candidates simply gave a list of things
you could do on holiday or focussed on the lot of the poor A Level student who had worked
hard and had deserved the right to relax during the holidays. Perhaps understandably, in
view of the age of most candidates, vacances was often taken as vacances scolaires and a
debate ensued on the merits of getting a holiday job or not or on the desirability of doing
some academic work before another gruelling term. For others 'doing nothing' meant simply
staying at home and not going on holiday at all and a discussion followed on the pros and
cons of going on holiday per se. This question gave rise to the greatest number of rather
mediocre essays which showed little insight or development and the scores for Content were
often quite low.
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Examiner Comments

This is definitely one of the better reactions to this question. The essay has a clear shape, is easy to follow
and the ideas are quite well developed and illustrated. For these reasons, for Organisation and Development
a score at the top end of the 'good' category was awarded (12). The piece received the same mark for
Understanding and Response. The candidate patently understands the question and its implications, has
thought about it carefully and has produced a balanced, relevant piece with no digressions. The concluding
ideas to the first part concerning time spent on the beach are unfortunately somewhat unclear. The forms of
the language are very accurate, the vocabulary is appropriate to the task and there are some examples of
successful manipulation of complex language. The combined quality of language mark was 13 out of 15. The
total score of 37 out of 45 made this essay certainly one of the best responses to Question 2g.
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Question 3 (a)
Only a relatively small number of candidates had researched a geographical area.
Concentration is no longer just on the régions de France. Essays on exotic places such as
Ile Maurice, Madagascar and parts of West Africa were found this year. Large cities such
as Lyon, Toulouse, Geneva, Montreal, as well as Paris, also featured. All such locations
are legitimate places to study and research as long as they are home to a francophone
community. The economy of chosen places had unfortunately not been researched in any
great detail and few very good pieces of work were seen. Hardly anyone could focus on
economic sectors, primary, secondary and tertiary and at best candidates could merely
produce a very general review of the economy. This was often restricted, consisting of
little more than a consideration of tourism. Comments on the tourist industry frequently
digressed into descriptions of attractions. Many candidates did not address the question of
which sector or part of the economy was most important explicitly, the rest of what they
wrote was left to speak for itself. Those who did treat the evaluation part of the question
directly could rarely prove their assertions with any facts or figures.
It seems that many who offer the Geographical Area for their RBE cannot resist the
temptation to begin with a lengthy, general description of the chosen location with no
reference to the precise aspect required by the question. A lot of candidates, and for some
reason this particularly applies to those who study La Bretagne, wrote a long introduction
explaining where to find the area, which départements it comprises, the major cities, rivers
and mountains and how many people live there. All of this is simply a waste of time and
precious space. It is felt by many to be legitimate to write down anything which is known
about an area regardless of the question. In this instance there were digressions into
demography, traditions and so forth. Candidates should not think that the Geographical Area
section of the RBE is an easy option which requires no research other than the reading of a
couple of tourist brochures.
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Examiner Comments

This is a very poor reaction to the question. By Bordeaux the candidate presumably means the city
and the surrounding area. Much of the essay is not made relevant. There is minimal understanding
of the question and a complete lack of concrete detail means that hardly any research is apparent.
The essay just about conveys the fact that wine is produced which brings in tourists and very
little else. The candidate is thus forced into repetition and is eventually led off into irrelevance. No
explicit attempt is made to deal with the evaluative part of the question analysing which is the most
important sector. There is little shape to the essay, it rambles along with no obvious direction and
no meaningful development leaving a reader with an impression of incoherence. The language does
not help in the communication of any ideas. It is very inaccurate and often breaks down so that the
message is lost. Extremely erratic spelling makes some of the French unrecognisable. This RBE was
awarded 6 for Reading, research and understanding, 2 for Organisation and development and 1 for
Quality of language, giving the total of just 9 marks.
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Question 3 (b)
Historical study for the RBE was completed by a certain number of candidates. The most
popular periods were again the Occupation and the Revolution. There was very wide
interpretation of what constitutes an 'event'. Some candidates nominated the whole of
World War Two or the four years of Occupation. Many selected the signing of the armistice
but again this in turn led to general effects for the whole of the period of German presence
in France. Essays likely to be more successful concentrated on something much more
specific, such as the storming of the Bastille or the introduction of the S.T.O. Relatively few
candidates could deal in detail with the effects on ordinary people which, with reference to
the Occupation, should have been quite straightforward. Where candidates did have detailed
knowledge, it tended to relate to national and political events and not to everyday life. It
was surprising how often key detail such as dates, how long the war lasted and the names
of those involved, was given incorrectly. This seems to suggest that only superficial research
had been carried out.
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Examiner Comments

This essay is clearly structured and quite easy to follow, although there could be more explicit
development in the precise terms of the question. The material is well planned and sequenced and
for Organisation and development a mark of 7 out of 9 was gained. The language is far from perfect
but it gives good communication and the errors do not impede comprehensibility, there is some
range and in this category a mark of 5 out of 6 was given. The candidate obviously understands
the question and, although more explicit reference to ordinary people could have been made, the
underlying emphasis is on this part of the question. The candidate has evidently studied the chosen
period in some detail and has used knowledge gained from research to answer the specific task quite
closely. For Reading, research and understanding, the essay was placed in the 'good' category with a
score of 21 out of 30, thus giving an overall total of 33 out of 45.
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Question 3 (c)
'Aspects of Contemporary Society' was again the RBE area of study which attracted the
least interest. The same subject matter which has been seen over recent years, such as
immigration, the situation in the suburbs and laicité, were once more much in evidence but,
there were also references to contemporary subjects. This year's question was somewhat
more specific than in previous years. Candidates were asked to judge to what extent social
or political developments were unexpected. Many chose to ignore this entirely and wrote
instead in very general terms about their chosen aspect of society. Whilst such essays
may have been informative and may have demonstrated some knowledge and research,
they could not be rewarded highly, since the evaluative part of the answer was missing.
Candidates should not believe that they can get by in this section of the paper by reading a
few newspaper articles. Genuine research is still required.
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It is not absolutely clear what subject the candidate is writing about. There is a little detail and some
very general knowledge is displayed but there is no attempt to deal with the idea of 'unexpected'.
With the subject matter this should definitely have been possible. Nothing on this crucial aspect
of the question can even be inferred from the essay. The reference to La Haine is unhelpful and
anachronistic. The Organisation and development is very loose and there is little sense of structure
and no discernible conclusion. There is also no real development of ideas. The language is adequate
and satisfactory communication takes place. The essay received scores of 10 - 3 - 4, giving a total of
17 out of 45.
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Question 3 (d)
As stated elsewhere, the overwhelming majority of scripts included a Research Based Essay
based in the Literature and the arts area. The performance in these essays was higher
than in the other three areas, indicating that these candidates in general performed more
competently. This year the question concerned the style used by the author or film director,
a subject with which candidates have had difficulty in the past. They were asked both to
describe and analyse the style used. The outcomes this year were very varied, a wide range
of attainment was seen. At the top end there was some quite stunning work. Candidates
here had an excellent idea of what constitutes style. They discussed techniques used and
linked them to the work studied with a variety of relevant examples and references with
no digressions. These candidates were also able to evaluate the purpose and impact of the
style and techniques mentioned. In some slightly less impressive essays techniques were
identified but candidates struggled to find apposite examples and illustrations. Even less
successful essays tended merely towards narrative and descriptive writing. Many candidates
were clearly confident and well briefed in the discussion of themes but struggled to relate
their knowledge to the question of style. 'Intouchables' often came in for this treatment,
themes of race and handicap were discussed without reference to the style deployed in their
depiction. The same can be said of such things as the loss of childhood in Un sac de billes or
violence and hatred in La haine, which were equally discussed at some length with little or
no mention of style. With some works which had been selected candidates struggled to find
anything much to say about style or techniques, perhaps suggesting an unwise choice.
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Examiner Comments

This essay on one of the most popular texts seems to appreciate the need to discuss style and
techniques. It mentions some tenable abstract examples of what is needed but does not include
much, if any, illustration. The essay throughout requires exemplification which is not forthcoming.
If aspects of style mentioned had been illustrated with reference to the text, the essay has the
potential to be quite reasonable. There is evidence of adequate understanding of the question
and of the text which has obviously been read and studied but tangible evidence of reading and
research is of a premium. A score of 15 was given on the first grid. The essay is organised mostly
satisfactorily but the development is patchy and so a mark of 5 was awarded for Organisation and
development. The language is not very impressive but it communicates and gained 4 marks.
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent response to the question. Just about everything in the essay is centred on
describing and analysing the effect of a variety of cinematographic techniques. The candidate has
fully understood the question and appreciated its implications. The film has obviously been studied
in considerable detail and parts of it are used to illustrate the points being made in an apt fashion.
There is mention of an opinion of a film critic but it fits what is being said and it appears that most
of the essay is a direct reflection of the candidate's own thoughts and ideas. There is perhaps a little
repetition and there might have been a bit more exemplification at the start but the essay can safely
be placed at the top of the 'very good' category (24). The piece is easy to follow and has good shape
and clear development (7). The quality of language is as expected of a non native-speaker in an
unseen situation and it was given a maximum 6. A total of 37 was thoroughly deserved for a very
competent piece of work.
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Paper Summary
It was pleasing to see that candidates showed a clearer understanding of the questions,
particularly in Section B. Candidates could still pay greater attention to all the precise terms
of a question and make sure they are addressed. Candidates cannot expect to be able to
answer a question they would like to have been asked, rather than the one they are faced
with on the examination paper. In Section C especially candidates will be given little credit
for knowledge of the chosen area of study which does not fit the question asked, even if the
knowledge is sound. They should not expect to force such knowledge into whatever question
is asked. The familiar rubrics are now mostly followed which is a welcome development. If
possible, enough time should be reserved at the end for careful review of what has been
written, as this should enhance scores in all areas. It seems impossible to persuade a lot of
candidates of the desirability to plan their work in outline in the target language. Once more
this year notes included on the script revealed that much of the preparation is still done in
English, often in considerable detail and this can only have a damaging effect on the natural
fluency of the eventual French.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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