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Question 

number 

Indicative content 

5 Medieval Poet: Geoffrey Chaucer 

Candidates may refer to the following in their answers: 

 appropriate selection of similar length passage to accompany the named 

lines, e.g. the Knight’s meeting with the old lady 

 story of the Knight’s crime and punishment as a satire of the courtly love 

ideal 

 trial by ordeal as a common trope in folk tales 

 social criticism of the knight and his claims to ‘gentilesse’, e.g. ‘such 

arrogance is not worth a hen.’ 

 degree to which justice is served by the Knight’s avoidance of the death 

penalty 

 impact of the absence of the rape victim from the story’s resolution 

 Chaucer’s use of the Tale to comment on religious justice 

 introduction of the theme of Christian grace and mercy as the Knight is 

spared 

 idea of ‘maisterie’ as justly awarded to women, albeit in a fairy tale. 

  These are suggestions only. Reward any valid alternative response. 

6 Medieval Poet: Geoffrey Chaucer 

Candidates may refer to the following in their answers: 

 

 appropriate selection of similar length passage to accompany the named 

lines, e.g. the reconciliation of the Wife and Jankyn 

 Wife’s presentation of herself as an expert on marriage 

 various ways in which she manipulates the scriptures in her defence of 

marriage 

 Wife’s preoccupation with sex in marriage, e.g. ‘To be refresshed half so ofte 

as he!’ 

 Wife’s use of marriage to secure wealth and social status and how this reflects 

the social role of women in Medieval society 

 exploration of power relationships between men and women in marriage 

 use of the Knight’s narrative to show how a wife’s sovereignty can benefit 

both men and women 
 Wife’s barbed links between chastity and wealth as a possible comment on 

the Catholic clergy. 

 

These are suggestions only. Reward any valid alternative response. 
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Please refer to the specific marking guidance on page 3 when applying this 

marking grid.  

      AO1 = bullet point 1 AO2 = bullet point 2 AO3 = bullet point 3 

Level Mark Descriptor (AO1, AO2, AO3) 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–6  Descriptive 

 Makes little reference to texts with limited organisation of ideas. 

Limited use of appropriate concepts and terminology with frequent 

errors and lapses of expression. 

 Uses a narrative or descriptive approach that shows limited knowledge 

of texts and how meanings are shaped in texts. Shows a lack of 

understanding of the writer’s craft. 

 Shows limited awareness of contextual factors. 

Level 2 7–12  General understanding/exploration 

 Makes general points, identifying some literary techniques with general 

explanation of effects. Aware of some appropriate concepts and 

terminology. Organises and expresses ideas with clarity, although still 

has errors and lapses. 

 Gives surface readings of texts relating to how meanings are shaped in 

texts. Shows general understanding by commenting on straightforward 

elements of the writer’s craft. 

 Has general awareness of the significance and influence of contextual 

factors. Makes general links between texts and contexts. 

Level 3 13–18 Clear  relevant application/exploration 

 Offers a clear response using relevant textual examples. Relevant use 

of terminology and concepts. Creates a logical, clear structure with few 

errors and lapses in expression. 

 Demonstrates knowledge of how meanings are shaped in texts with 

consistent analysis. Shows clear understanding of the writer’s craft. 

 Demonstrates a clear exploration of the significance and influence of 

contextual factors. Develops relevant links between texts and contexts. 

 
Level 4 19-24 Discriminating controlled application/exploration 

 Constructs a controlled argument with fluently embedded examples. 

Discriminating use of concepts and terminology. Controls structures 

with precise cohesive transitions and carefully chosen language. 

 Demonstrates discriminating understanding of how meanings are 

shaped in texts. Analyses, in a controlled way, the nuances and 

subtleties of the writer’s craft. 

 Provides a discriminating analysis of the significance and influence of 

contextual factors. Makes detailed links between texts and contexts. 

Level 5 25–30 Critical and evaluative 

 Presents a critical evaluative argument with sustained textual 

examples. Evaluates the effects of literary features with sophisticated 

use of concepts and terminology. Uses sophisticated structure and 

expression. 

 Exhibits a critical evaluation of the ways meanings are shaped in texts. 

Displays a sophisticated understanding of the writer’s craft. 

 Presents a sophisticated evaluation and appreciation of the significance 

and influence of contextual factors. Makes sophisticated links between 

texts and contexts. 

 




