
  

A level 
English  
Literature 
 
Component 2: Prose  
 
Support for the 
teaching of the 
prose texts 

© artwork: Mark Bolitho | Origami photography Pearson Education Ltd/Naki Kouyioumtzis 



 
 
 

2 
Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in English Literature – Component 2 Prose Text Support – Issue 1 – August 2021 – Author and Approver: GQ 

Product Management – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2021 

Contents 
 

Introduction ................................................................................................................ 3 

Childhood ................................................................................................................... 4 

Pre-1900: Hard Times ............................................................................................ 4 

Pre-1900: What Maisie Knew ................................................................................. 6 

Post-1900: Atonement ............................................................................................ 7 

Post-1900: The Color Purple .................................................................................. 9 

Colonisation and its Aftermath ................................................................................. 10 

Pre-1900: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn .................................................... 10 

Pre-1900: Heart of Darkness ................................................................................ 12 

Post-1900: The Lonely Londoners ........................................................................ 13 

Crime and Detection................................................................................................. 14 

Pre-1900 Lady Audley’s Secret ............................................................................ 14 

Pre-1900: The Moonstone .................................................................................... 15 

Post-1900: In Cold Blood ...................................................................................... 17 

Science and Society ................................................................................................. 18 

Pre-1900: Frankenstein ........................................................................................ 18 

Pre-1900: The War of the Worlds ......................................................................... 20 

Post-1900: The Handmaid’s Tale ......................................................................... 22 

Post-1900: Never Let Me Go ................................................................................ 23 

The Supernatural ..................................................................................................... 25 

Pre-1900: Dracula................................................................................................. 25 

Pre-1900: The Picture of Dorian Gray .................................................................. 27 

Post-1900: Beloved .............................................................................................. 29 

Post-1900: The Little Stranger .............................................................................. 31 

Women and Society ................................................................................................. 33 

Pre-1900: Tess of The D’Urbervilles ..................................................................... 33 

Pre-1900: Wuthering Heights ............................................................................... 35 

Pre-1900: Mrs Dalloway ....................................................................................... 37 

Post-1900: A Thousand Splendid Suns ................................................................ 39 

 
 

  



 
 
 

3 
Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in English Literature – Component 2 Prose Text Support – Issue 1 – August 2021 – Author and Approver: GQ 

Product Management – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2021 

Introduction 
This resource has been created to support teachers in teaching their two chosen Component 
2 prose texts.  
Each text has a section with links and ideas for resources to help with different approaches 
and ideas around teaching the text. The links include a variety of formats such as articles, 
podcasts and Interviews with writers.  
There are many other resources available on the subject webpage. 
The two new texts (Home Fire and The Cutting Season) added for first teaching from 
September 2022 have their own separate guides. 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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Childhood 
Pre-1900: Hard Times 

General background and introduction 

• Charles Dickens's Life and works – this page from the British Library gives an overview 
of Dickens’ life and times. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Hard Times – an overview of the plot, themes and characters. 

• Dickens as a writer – this article discusses Dickens’ works and there is a link to Hard 
Times for a plot summary. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Literary devices – this website discusses Hard Times but also analyses the different 
ways Dickens shaped meaning. 

• Symbolism – this website discusses Dickens’ use of symbolism in Hard Times as well 
as other ways meanings are shaped in the novel. 

• Literary analysis – this analysis from Literariness.com discusses the novel and the 
methods Dickens used to shape meaning. 

• Fact and Fancy – this article from the British Library website explores Dickens’s use of 
contrasts and metaphor. 

• Hyperbole – in this video of a recorded lecture, Professor Belinda Jack discusses 
Dickens’ writing style and his use of hyperbole and exaggeration in Hard Times. 

Contexts 

• Politics – in the video, two academics from the University of Warwick discuss the 
political arguments within Hard Times. 

• Industrialisation – this article on the British Library website provides teaching resources 
to help discussion of the contexts of Hard Times 

• Social contexts – this website discusses Dickens’ views and how these are represented 
in Hard Times. 

• Why you should read Charles Dickens – these TedEd Resources provided interesting 
background to Dickens as a writer as well as a discussion about Victorian history and 
contexts 

• Victorian Readers – in this article from the British library, Kate Flint looks at how 
Victorians read literature. 

  

https://www.bl.uk/people/charles-dickens
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Hard-Times/plot-summary/
https://www.charlesdickensinfo.com/novels/hard-times/
https://www.dickensfellowship.org/index.php/read/life-of-dickens/fiction-writer
https://literarydevices.net/hard-times/
https://www.bachelorandmaster.com/britishandamericanfiction/symbolism-in-hard-times.html#.YOl_yhNKijA
https://literariness.org/2021/02/12/analysis-of-charles-dickenss-hard-times/
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/fact-versus-fancy-in-hard-times
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsDpDrks8e4
https://warwick.ac.uk/newsandevents/podcasts/upload/sarah_richardson_conversation.mp4
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/dickenss-hard-times-industrialisation
https://www.bachelorandmaster.com/britishandamericanfiction/hard-times-as-a-social-novel.html#.YOmBGxNKijA
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/why-should-you-read-charles-dickens-iseult-gillespie
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/victorian-readers
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Adaptations and other useful links 

• Charles Dickens conference – this webpage from the University of Warwick contains a 
number of videos and links to discussions about Dickens, his works and Victorian 
history. 

• The animated Hard Times – this short video is an animation of the graphic novels which 
have been produced. 

• Audio Book – this YouTube video is over 11 hours long and is an audio reading of the 
whole novel. 

• TV adaptation – this rather old production is in two parts on YouTube. 
 

  

https://warwick.ac.uk/newsandevents/podcasts/culture/146-charles-dickens-celebration/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0Mqy8f2laA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIdwDkDhmU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9qpj2egbkI
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Pre-1900: What Maisie Knew 
General background and introduction 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Overview of Henry James' Life and works – this article from the Poetry Foundation 
discusses James’ Life. Although there is not a lot of detail about What Maisie Knew, 
the biographical and general points about James’ writing style are interesting. 

• Student friendly resources – the popular website Shmoop has some interesting 
resources focussing on What Maisie Knew. They are useful for an overview and may 
help support some students with revision after they have studied the text in detail. 

These links and ideas for resources have been provided to help with different 
approaches and ideas around teaching the text. 
• Course hero – this is another overview/revision site which may be useful for students to 

refer to as support as they study the novel. 

• Other overview resources – this site contains analysis and an overview of the novel. 

• James and Conrad’s’ use of Preface – this podcast from the University of Oxford 
discusses James’ and Conrad’s writing style and their use of prefaces. 

• Realism – this article from the British Library provides an overview of realism in 
Romantic and Victorian Literature. 

• Realism – this article, from Literariness.org, provides another overview of Realism in 
relation to Henry James’ work. 

• Art of Fiction – an online version of James’ non-fiction article about the nature of fiction. 

• The Guardian – this article, by Colm Tóibín, discusses James’ personal life and how his 
family may have tried to keep it hidden. 

• BFI film review – a modern day film version of the book was released in 2013 starring 
Julianne Moore and Alexander Skarsgard. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• Charles Dickens conference – this webpage from the University of Warwick contains a 
number of videos and links to discussions about Dickens, his works and Victorian 
history. 

• The animated Hard Times – this short video is an animation of the graphic novels which 
have been produced. 

• Audio Book – this YouTube video is over 11 hours long and is an audio reading of the 
whole novel. 

• TV adaptation – this rather old production is in two parts on YouTube.  

https://www.coursehero.com/lit/What-Maisie-Knew/plot-summary/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/henry-james
https://www.shmoop.com/study-guides/literature/what-maisie-knew
https://www.shmoop.com/study-guides/literature/what-maisie-knew
https://mantex.co.uk/what-maisie-knew/
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/keywords/henry-james
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/realism
https://literariness.org/2018/01/08/the-realism-of-henry-james/
https://literariness.org/2018/01/08/the-realism-of-henry-james/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/feb/20/colm-toibin-how-henry-james-family-tried-to-keep-him-in-the-closet
https://www2.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/sight-sound-magazine/reviews-recommendations/film-week-what-maisie-knew
https://warwick.ac.uk/newsandevents/podcasts/culture/146-charles-dickens-celebration/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0Mqy8f2laA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIdwDkDhmU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9qpj2egbkI
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Post-1900: Atonement 
General background and introduction 

• Ian McEwan's Life and works – this page from the British Council website outlines 
McEwan’s life and works as well as some of his thoughts about his work. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context and 
characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• BBC Podcast– in this podcast, John Mullan discussing Ian McEwan’s works. 

• 10 minutes on Atonement – in this video from the New College of the Humanities, Dr 
Catherine Brown sums up the novel and its themes. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Characters– the article on p.8 of this A level magazine produced by the English Media 
Centre, Fergus Parnaby discusses the theme of morality in McEwan’s work and the 
character of Briony. 

• Narrative and voices – this academic article discusses how McEwan uses unreliable 
narrators and different narrative structures. 

• In three separate pages on The Guardian website, John Mullan discusses McEwan’s 
use of domestic space, prolepsis, weather and metanarrative. 

• Sample resources from the EMC – this useful sample page from the EMC (the whole 
resource can be purchased from their website) provides a useful overview and 
investigates how McEwan shapes meaning in his novel. 

Contexts 

• Writing Atonement – in this article from the Penguin website, Alice Vincent discusses 
the history of the novel with interviews with McEwan. 

• Social contexts – in this interview with The Guardian, McEwan discusses the issues he 
raises in his novels and his influences. 

• Literary and social contexts – this resource from Hodder Education highlights the 
contexts of Atonement. 

• Second world war – this academic article looks at the contexts of Atonement, especially 
the Second World War and the country house. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• Ian McEwan’s papers – this website outlines all of the materials from Ian McEwan’s 
working papers and research. It provides some interesting insights into his working 
methods as well as some information about his life. 

• A levels– Ian McEwan gives his thoughts about his works being included on A level 
qualifications. 

• BBC review of the novel – this 30 minute podcast discusses the novel. 

https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writer/ian-mcewan
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Atonement/plot-summary/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007xhj8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXM6dsr21Tk
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/assets/uploads/documents/e79_web.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0950236X.2016.1276955
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2003/mar/22/ianmcewan
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2003/mar/29/ianmcewan
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/assets/uploads/preview_files/EMC-Atonement_2020SAMPLE.pdf
https://penguin.co.uk/articles/2021/february/ian-mcewan-atonement-oral-history.html
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/apr/14/ian-mcewan-interview-machines-like-me-artificial-intelligence
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/magazine-extras/English%20Review/EngRev%2028_2/EnglishReview28_2_poster.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://journals.openedition.org/ebc/1332?lang=en
https://norman.hrc.utexas.edu/fasearch/findingAid.cfm?eadid=01073
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imcKzalce7w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3I6InqEVZE8
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• Behind the scenes – a documentary (in three separate videos on YouTube) which goes 
behind the scenes of the film starring Keira Knightley and James McAvoy. 

• Rolling Stone Review – a film review of Atonement in Rolling Stone magazine. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e63-GVK2sgA
https://www.rollingstone.com/movies/movie-reviews/atonement-252218/
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Post-1900: The Color Purple 

General background and introduction 

• Alice Walker's Life and Works – this page from the Poetry Foundation discusses Alice 
Walker’s life, work and influences. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Book Summaries This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• The Color Purple – an overview of the plot, themes and characters. 

• Walker as a writer – this article discusses Walker’s works and The Color Purple. 
How meanings are shaped 

• Form – this article from The Glasgow Women’s library looks at how Walker uses form 
and narrative voice to shape meaning. 

• Symbolism – this website discusses Walker’s use of symbolism in The Color Purple as 
well as other ways meanings are shaped in the novel including narrative and 
characterisation. 

• Literary analysis – this analysis from Literariness.com discusses how Walker shapes 
meaning in her novels including The Color Purple. 

• Colour imagery and motifs – although this is a subscription site, there are some 
resources which are free to view. The use of storyboard and imagery may help 
students who are just starting to read and understand the text. 

Contexts 

• Feminism – in this article for the Feminist Library Website, Harriet Elizabeth reviews the 
book and explains why it is an important feminist work. 

• Gender – this website discusses the roles of men and women in the novel. 

• Race and politics – in this podcast, Alice Walker discusses her novel and its meaning. 

• Origins of the novel – in this article, the author looks back on how she came to write her 
novel. 

• Racism – in this short interview on YouTube, Walker argues that the issues within her 
novel are global issues today. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• Curve Theatre at home – this video discussion over zoom contains a panel discussion 
about the book and the play adaptation. 

• The legacy of The Color Purple film – this short video is an animation of the graphic 
novels which have been produced. 

• The Color Purple film – a panel discussion with some of the cast of the film which was 
filmed at Vanderbilt University. 

• Whoopi Goldberg – in this short interview, Whoopi Goldberg, who plays Celie in the film 
adaptation, talks to Oprah Winfrey about the role. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/alice-walker
https://www.booksummary.net/the-color-purple-alice-walker/
https://www.encyclopedia.com/arts/educational-magazines/color-purple
https://www.thoughtco.com/alice-walker-biography-3528342
https://womenslibrary.org.uk/2016/11/01/a-review-of-the-novel-the-color-purple-in-the-lead-up-to-celebrating-black-on-screen-talent/
https://crossref-it.info/textguide/the-color-purple/42/3298
https://crossref-it.info/textguide/the-color-purple/42/3271
https://crossref-it.info/textguide/the-color-purple/42/3275
https://crossref-it.info/textguide/the-color-purple/42/3275
https://literariness.org/2018/06/27/analysis-of-alice-walkers-novels/
https://www.storyboardthat.com/lesson-plans/the-color-purple-by-alice-walker/theme-symbol-motif
https://feministlibrary.co.uk/4783-2/
https://crossref-it.info/textguide/the-color-purple/42/3291
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01b9nfp
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/jul/12/color-purple-story-thanks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoNSQsXL_CM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5LDGdzkS20
https://www.indiewire.com/2020/04/the-color-purple-debate-anniversary-1202217786/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZnJqjdqEqA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QeAZmOwYKNo
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Colonisation and its Aftermath 
Pre-1900: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  
General background and introduction 

• Mark Twain's Life and Works this page from the Encyclopaedia Britannica is a basic 
overview of Mark Twain and his work although there are links to further information 
within the article. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context and 
characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Huckleberry Finn – an overview of the plot, themes and characters. 

• Animated Summary – this short, simple animation may be useful for revision and 
reminding students of the main plot points. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Literary analysis – this analysis from Literariness.com discusses how Twain shapes 
meaning in his novels including The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 

• Literary Devices – this article on the literary devices discusses how Twain uses 
characters and themes to shape meaning. 

• Study guide – this study guide from Penguin.com includes a summary of the novel as 
well as information about how Mark Twain shaped meaning in his work. 

• Thought and Word – this interesting YouTube video analyses the different ways Mark 
Twain shapes meaning in Huckleberry Finn. 

Contexts 

• Literary Context – this timeline from the British Library shows how the novel fits into the 
literary canon. 

• Author’s own life – these TedEd resources allow for discussion about the author’s life 
as well as the social/historical contexts of his novels. 

• Race – this article from The Guardian discusses how Twain’s novel discusses race in 
America. 

• Slavery – this article from ThoughtCo discusses how Mark Twain’s views on slavery 
evolved as he aged. This article from the Stanford magazine also discusses this topic 
and compare Huckleberry Finn with Tom Sawyer. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• Pen Name – an interesting article from Time magazine about how Mark Twain may 
have decided on this pen name. 

• Mark Twain project – this digital archive allows you to search Twain’s papers and 
writings.Audiobook – this YouTube Video is over 10 hours long and is a audio reading 
of the complete novel. 
 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mark-Twain
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Adventures-of-Huckleberry-Finn/plot-summary/
https://www.gale.com/open-access/the-adventures-of-huckleberry-finn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sBQg4fZ-ho
https://literariness.org/2018/06/26/analysis-of-mark-twains-novels/
https://literarydevices.net/adventures-of-huckleberry-finn/
https://www.penguin.com/static/pdf/teachersguides/AdvHuckFinnTG.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09JbdHbLDy4
https://www.bl.uk/learning/timeline/item126852.html
https://ed.ted.com/on/uaEp5X1W
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/aug/01/huckleberry-finn-mark-twain-rereading-benjamin-markovits-race-us
https://www.thoughtco.com/mark-twain-write-about-slavery-740681
https://stanfordmag.org/contents/mark-twain-s-inconvenient-truths
https://time.com/5313628/mark-twain-real-name/
https://www.marktwainproject.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-B83r0E1kc
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• Documentary – in 2001, the documentarian Ken Burns made a detailed documentary 
about Mark Twain and his work. The PBS website has information about this 
documentary and some possible teaching resources. To see clips from the films he 
made, there are excerpts which can be accessed on YouTube. 

  

https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/mark-twain/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jc5q6iqHeEw&amp;t=18s
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Pre-1900: Heart of Darkness 

General background and introduction 

• Joseph Conrad's Life and Works – this page from the Encyclopaedia Britannica is a 
basic overview of Joseph Conrad and his work although there are links to further 
information within the article. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Heart of Darkness - an overview of the plot, themes and characters. 

• Animated Summary – this short, simple animation may be useful for revision and 
reminding students of the main plot points. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Literary analysis – this analysis from Literariness.com discusses how Conrad shapes 
meaning in his novels including Heart of Darkness. 

• Imagery – this academic paper discusses how and why Conrad uses the imagery and 
motif of ‘darkness’ to shape meaning in his novel. 

• Characterisation and themes – this article on the literary devices discusses how Conrad 
uses characters and themes to shape meaning. 

• Journey – in the review from The Guardian, Sam Jordison discusses how Conrad 
creates a sense of discovery and journey in his novel. 

Contexts 

• Contexts – this discussion of Heart of Darkness on the Joseph Conrad Society site 
provides some analysis of the novel and some links to its contexts. 

• BBC podcast – this podcast from the BBC discusses the contexts and issues raised in 
the novel. 

• Postcolonialism – these two podcasts from the university of Oxford discuss the post-
colonial aspects of Conrad’s writing. 

• Conrad’s own life – this brief documentary gives an overview of Conrad’s interesting life 
and how it has influenced his writing. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• Radio drama – an hour-long radio drama of the novel. 

• Audiobook – this YouTube video is over 5 hours long and is a reading of the complete 
novel. 

• Apocalypse Now – in the YouTube video, John Milus, the screen writer for the film 
Apocalypse now, talks about how he adapted Conrad’s work. 

• Literary roots of Apocalypse Now – this article from The New York Times looks at the 
parallels between the film and the novel. 

  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Joseph-Conrad
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Heart-of-Darkness/plot-summary/
https://mantex.co.uk/heart-of-darkness/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0ome5wvYPQ
https://literariness.org/2019/05/27/analysis-of-joseph-conrads-novels/
https://www.academypublication.com/issues/past/tpls/vol03/03/08.pdf
https://literarydevices.net/tag/heart-of-darkness/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2015/jul/29/journeys-in-literature-heart-of-darkness-by-joseph-conrad
http://www.josephconradsociety.org/student_resources.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yHLiKJNFkI
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/keywords/heart-darkness
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBODWGfYB_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDrWcLnHB5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkXHblwFSDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5v-G_c4f9RM
https://www.nytimes.com/1979/10/21/archives/the-literary-roots-of-apocalypse-now.html
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Post-1900: The Lonely Londoners 

General background and introduction 

• Sam Selvon - this page from the British Library website focusses on his life and novels. 
There is also a link to a reading by him of The Lonely Londoners. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. 

• This is a basic overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce 
themes, context and characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• The Lonely Londoners – an overview of the plot, themes and characters. 
How meanings are shaped 

• Literary Devices – this study guide from The Open University asks students to discuss 
language and form, characterisation, representations of women, style and narrative 
technique and the depiction of memory. 

• Language and narrative voice – this short introduction on the British Library website 
discusses how Selvon’s work uses creolised language to create a narrative voice. 

• The city – in this article from the British Library website, Sushneila Nasta discusses 
how The Lonely Londoners was a new reading and writing about the city. 

• Imagery and motifs – in this discussion, Sushneila Nasta and Hetta Howes discuss how 
Selvon portrays loneliness in his novel. 

Contexts 

• Race – this article in The Guardian by Helon Habila discusses Selvon’s portrayal of 
race and the under-represented people in the city in his novel. 

• London in the 1950s – this podcast is part of the Penguin ‘On the Road’ series. In 
episode 7, Henry Eliot and Susheila Nasta, visit the locations in London from the novel 
and discuss the social contexts of the novel. 

• Windrush – although these teaching resources from the British Library focus primarily 
on creative writing, there are resources which focus on personal voice and experiences 
of the Windrush generation. 

• Historical and social context – in this video, Dr Jo Carruthers from the University of 
Lancaster discusses the historical and social contexts of the novel. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• Windrush – this 25 minute video on YouTube follows the journey of Paulette Wilson as 
she returns to Jamaica after being threatened with deportation, 50 years after she left 
for England. 

• Black London History – this webpage provides some interesting history and images 
about London in the 1940s and 50s. 

• Wikipedia – although this page is only a brief summary of the novel, there is a list of 
novels which cover the topic the immigrant experience in London if students are 
interested in reading more texts on this topic.  

https://www.bl.uk/people/samuel-selvon
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-lonely-londoners-a-reading-by-samuel-selvon
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Lonely-Londoners/plot-summary/
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/literature-and-creative-writing/literature/sam-selvon-the-lonely-londoners/content-section-3
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/literature-and-creative-writing/literature/sam-selvon-the-lonely-londoners/content-section-3.1
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/literature-and-creative-writing/literature/sam-selvon-the-lonely-londoners/content-section-3.1
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/literature-and-creative-writing/literature/sam-selvon-the-lonely-londoners/content-section-3.1
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/literature-and-creative-writing/literature/sam-selvon-the-lonely-londoners/content-section-3.2
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/literature-and-creative-writing/literature/sam-selvon-the-lonely-londoners/content-section-3.3
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/literature-and-creative-writing/literature/sam-selvon-the-lonely-londoners/content-section-3.4
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/literature-and-creative-writing/literature/sam-selvon-the-lonely-londoners/content-section-3.4
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/literature-and-creative-writing/literature/sam-selvon-the-lonely-londoners/content-section-3.5
https://www.bl.uk/works/the-lonely-londoners
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/the-lonely-londoners-a-new-way-of-reading-and-writing-the-city
https://solitudes.qmul.ac.uk/blog/the-loneliness-of-the-lonely-londoners/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2007/mar/17/society1
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/on-the-road-with-penguin-classics/id1549179379
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/windrush-stories-secondary-creative-writing
https://www.bl.uk/windrush/articles/indenture-to-windrush
https://www.bl.uk/windrush/articles/indenture-to-windrush
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTL8LVMxVM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=An4vgjvMZWQ
http://www.blacklondonhistories.org.uk/uncategorized/co-existence-through-calypsos-and-cockney-cabaret/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lonely_Londoners
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Crime and Detection  
Pre-1900 Lady Audley’s Secret 

General background and introduction 

• Mary Elizabeth Braddon – this page from the Mary Elizabeth Braddon Society website 
focusses on her life and her novels. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Wikipedia. This is a basic overview 
which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context and 
characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Lady Audley's Secret – an overview of the plot, themes and characters. 

• Plot summary – a short video outlining the plot of Lady Audley’s Secret. 
How meanings are shaped 

• Journeys and travel – in this extract from a research blog, the use of railways and travel 
in Lady Audley’s Secret is discussed and how this impacts on the narrative structure. 
This article from the British Library also explores this idea. 

• Themes – these resources, from an Oxford University module about 19th- and 20th-
century detective fiction, contain a PowerPoint and a handout about the themes of 
Lady Audley’s Secret and how  Braddon shapes meaning. 

• Motifs – this link has been taken from GradeSaver which, like a number of summary 
and student resources on the internet, should be used as a starting point to encourage 
further reading and discussion. 

Contexts 

• University of Warwick – this PDF document from the University of Warwick talks 
through a number of the key contexts and issues discussed in the novel. 

• Sensation novels – Lady Audley’s Secret is considered to be a ‘sensation’ novel. In this 
article from the British library website, Matthew Sweet discusses this genre. 

• Gothic – in this podcast, two teachers discuss the gothic (and other) contexts of the 
novel. 

• Mental health – in this short video from Victorians exposed, the presenter discusses the 
portrayal of madness in the novel. 

• Road Hill House murder – it has been noted that many aspects of the novel mirror the 
real murder case at Road Hill House a year before the novel was published. 

Adaptations and other useful links  

• Further reading – the Mary Elizabeth Braddon society website has a long list of 
secondary reading and sources. 

• Audio book – the book is available as an audio book on Apple podcasts. 

• 2000 film adaptation – this is the full version of the film version of the book from 2000.  

https://maryelizabethbraddon.com/biography/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Audley%27s_Secret
https://interestingliterature.com/2017/06/a-short-analysis-of-mary-elizabeth-braddons-lady-audleys-secret/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0wXA_cJ3l0
https://blogs.warwick.ac.uk/cemathieson/entry/whirling_through_the/
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/railways-in-victorian-fiction
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/railways-in-victorian-fiction
https://open.conted.ox.ac.uk/series/19th-and-20th-century-detective-fiction
https://www.gradesaver.com/lady-audleys-secret/study-guide/symbols-allegory-motifs
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/english/currentstudents/undergraduate/modules/fulllist/special/crimefiction/lady_audleys_secret_2020-21.pdf
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/sensation-novels
https://www.fromthelighthouse.org/2018/a-sensational-book-mary-elizabeth-braddons-lady-audleys-secret
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xM_gBrQretg&amp;t=0s
https://www.oldpolicecellsmuseum.org.uk/content/history/local-historians-history/david-rowland/rowlands-rogue-histories/the_story_of_constance_west
https://maryelizabethbraddon.com/bibliography/scholarly-secondary-criticism-on-braddon/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/lady-audleys-secret-by-mary-elizabeth-braddon/id866419580
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0FJG-hvAy8
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Pre-1900: The Moonstone 

General background and introduction 

• Wilkie Collins – this page from the Wilkie Collins.org website focusses on his life and 
his novels. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• The Moonstone – a short video providing an overview of the plot, themes and 
characters. 

• Introduction to The Moonstone – this article from the British Library provides a useful 
introduction to the novel. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Themes – these resources, from an Oxford University module about 19th- and 20th- 

century detective fiction, contain a PowerPoint and a handout about the themes of The 
Moonstone and how Collins shapes meaning. 

• Multiple narrators – this article discusses Collins’ use of multiple narrators. 

• Literary analysis – this article from Literariness discusses the novel and how Collins 
shaped meaning. 

• Characterisation – this reading guide from Penguin posits a series of questions for 
discussions about character, themes and description. There is also further information 
about the text. 

Contexts 

• Sensation novels – The Moonstone is considered to be a ‘sensation’ novel. In this 
article from the British library website, Matthew Sweet discusses this genre. 

• Detective Fiction – The Moonstone was one of the first ‘detective’ novels and this article 
discusses the genre and Collins’ novel. 

• Creation of detective fiction – this article from the British Library discusses the 
development of crime fiction and The Moonstone’s place in the genre. 

• Historical context – this article considers the importance of the jewel, its historical 
context and how the novel is a critique of British Imperialism. 

• Wilkie Collins – this podcast discusses the influence of Wilkie Collins in the detective 
and gothic genres. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• A Classic!– this review from The Guardian summarises the plot and argues that it is 
one of the greatest detective novels of all time 

• Audiobook – an audio version of the text. 

• 1934 film – this rather blurry YouTube video is the full film version of an early adaptation 
of the novel. 

https://www.wilkie-collins.info/wilkie_collins_biography.htm
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Moonstone/plot-summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=napK_pVHXKA
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/an-introduction-to-the-moonstone
https://open.conted.ox.ac.uk/series/19th-and-20th-century-detective-fiction
http://victorianminds.qwriting.qc.cuny.edu/reading/cognitive-effects-of-narration-by-kimberly-sciacca/multiple-narration-as-used-by-wilkie-collins/
https://literariness.org/2019/05/27/analysis-of-wilkie-collinss-novels/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/30206/the-moonstone-by-wilkie-collins/9780375757853/readers-guide/
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/sensation-novels
https://www.wilkie-collins.info/detective_fiction.htm
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-creation-of-the-police-and-the-rise-of-detective-fiction
https://victorianweb.org/authors/collins/pva30.html
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/keywords/wilkie-collins
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/jan/27/100-best-novels-moonstone-wilkie-collins
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elPIc-6x9MY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1GS-s_mUmKE
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• 2016 adaptation – The BBC website has some interesting interviews and articles about 
the novel and the 2016 adaptation. 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0824cbr
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Post-1900: In Cold Blood 

General background and introduction 

• Truman Capote - this page from the PBS website focusses on his life and his novels. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• In Cold Blood – a short video providing an overview of the plot, themes and characters. 

• Plot summary - In this review from The Guardian, George Steiner summarises the plot 
and discusses the impact of the novel. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Literary analysis – this article from the Literariness website discusses the novel and how 
Capote shaped meaning. 

• Structure and narrative – this article from The New Republic looks at how Capote used 
structure and other narrative devices to shape meaning. 

• Literary devices – this page from literary devices.com analyses how Capote creates 
meaning in a number of different ways. 

• Symbolism – this webpage, dedicated to the novel, discusses the key symbols within the 
novel. 

Contexts 

• Truman Capote – in this interview, Capote discusses his work and why he chose to 
write In Cold Blood. There is also another interview with Capote. 

• The Non-fiction Novel – in this article, John C Diamante discusses the genre of the non-
fiction novel. 

• The Clutter family murders – this video gives an overview of the Clutter family murders. 

• Trial of Hickock and Smith – this article from the Encyclopaedia Britannica gives an 
outline of the trial of the murderers. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• Holcomb, Texas.– in this article from The Guardian written to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the book, Ed Pilkington looks at how the murder case (and Truman Capote’s 
presence) and the impact on the town. 

• Filming the novel – in this article from The Criterion website, Chris Fujiwara discusses 
how the director, Richard Brooks brought Capote’s novel to the screen. 

• Films about Truman Capote – in this interview, Philip Seymour Hoffman discusses his 
role as Capote.  

• The film Infamous is about Truman Capote’s writing of In Cold Blood. It starred Toby 
Jones as Truman Capote, Sandra Bullock as Harper Lee and Daniel Craig as Perry 
Smith. 

• Fact or Fiction? – this video discusses the novel against the facts of the case. 

https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/truman-capote-about-the-author/58/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/In-Cold-Blood/plot-summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LwJpq6j95U
https://www.theguardian.com/books/1965/dec/02/classics
https://literariness.org/2018/05/15/analysis-of-truman-capotes-novels/
https://newrepublic.com/article/114887/stanley-kauffmann-truman-capotes-cold-blood
https://literarydevices.net/in-cold-blood-quotes/
https://thebook-incoldblood.weebly.com/symbolism.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TiSiNgaQBYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atPaVIilEqk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atPaVIilEqk
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1966/1/14/capotes-non-fiction-novel-ptwo-typical-americans/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8jDBILXUWM
https://www.encyclopedia.com/law/law-magazines/richard-hickock-and-perry-smith-trial-1960
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2009/nov/16/truman-capote-in-cold-blood
https://www.criterion.com/current/posts/3801-in-cold-blood-structuring-the-real
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HY0wlAsc_7M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IhbwQvK8Ty8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YyuM-jmAxRw
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Science and Society 
Pre-1900: Frankenstein 
General background and introduction 

• Mary Shelley - page from the Poetry Foundation website focusses on her life and works 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context and 
characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Frankenstein – a short, animated video providing an overview of the plot, themes and 
characters. 

• Mary Shelley – this article from the British Library website discusses Mary Shelley’s life 
and provides links to further information about her work. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Literary analysis – this article from the Literariness website discusses the novel and how 
Shelley shaped meaning. 

• British Library resources – this downloadable PDF provides teaching resources for the 
novel. 

• Literary devices – this webpage, from the educational Frankenstein website, outlines 
the main literary devices used by Shelley. 

• Lecture – this lecture recorded at the Carnegie Library discusses the novel in some 
depth and considers how Shelley uses character and theme to shape meaning. 

Contexts 

• Science – in this article from the British Library website, Ruth Richardson looks at 
scientific experiments in Frankenstein. 

• Genres– in these articles, also from the British Library, John Mullan discusses the 
origins of the Gothic genre and Margaretta Jolly discusses female Science fiction 
writing. 

• Mary Shelley’s life – this series of podcasts from the university of oxford investigates 
the life of Mary Shelley and how it impacted on her work. 

• Social contexts – this series of discussion materials and videos from TedEd allows for 
discussion of the social contexts of the novel, Shelley’s life and the time she was 
writing the novel. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• You’re dead to me – this popular BBC podcast discusses the life and influence of Mary 
Shelley. 

• Defining the monster – this interesting talk from the Chicago Humanities festival looks 
at the Frankenstein story and how it has been a literary ‘touchstone’ for generations. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/mary-wollstonecraft-shelley
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Frankenstein/plot-summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo3Ci6_5NHs
https://www.bl.uk/people/mary-shelley
https://literariness.org/2019/05/29/analysis-of-mary-shelleys-novels/
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/discovering-literature-frankenstein
http://franklystein.weebly.com/literary-devices.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPKiIuehyPY
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/frankenstein-graveyards-scientific-experiments-and-bodysnatchers
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-origins-of-the-gothic
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-origins-of-the-gothic
https://www.bl.uk/womens-rights/articles/feminist-futures-in-science-fiction
https://www.bl.uk/womens-rights/articles/feminist-futures-in-science-fiction
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/keywords/mary-shelley
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/everything-you-need-to-know-to-read-mary-shelley-s-frankenstein-iseult-gillespie
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08532gd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DzTgn4NU3pQ
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• National Theatre production – in this video, Nick Dear discusses adapting Mary 
Shelley’s novel for the stage. Plus there is further information about the NT production 
with some learning resources.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7Fi208Cb6M
https://www.youtube.com/c/NationalTheatre/search?query=frankenstein
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/sites/default/files/national-theatre-at-home-frankenstein-learning-resource.pdf
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Pre-1900: The War of the Worlds 
General background and introduction 
• H.G. Wells – this page from the British Library website focusses on his life and works 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• War of the Worlds – a short, animated video providing an overview of the plot, themes 
and characters. 

• H.G. Wells – this article from the Thoughtco website discusses H.G. Wells’s life and 
provides links to further information about his work. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Voice – in this article from the British Library, Ian Sinclair looks at how H.G. Wells 
creates tension and panic through the use of narrative voice. 

• Literary analysis – this website provides an overview of the text as well as analysis of 
language, character and themes. 

• Symbolism – in this article from a website dedicated to The War of the Worlds, a list of 
the literary devices is provided which could be used as a starting point for further 
discussion. 

• Discussion guide – this guide from Penguin posits many questions for discussion around 
how Wells’ creates character, image and mood. 

Contexts 

• Science Fiction – this article from Literariness.org provides an interesting overview of 
the genre. 

• Social context – in this article from the British Library, Matthew Taunton discusses 
suburbia and how this setting in used by H.G. Wells in his novel. 

• Victorian and modern day anxieties – this article from The New Statesmen discusses 
how The War of the Worlds taps into people’s insecurities today just at it did when it 
was written. 

• Wells' own life– this summary also provides analysis about the legacy of Wells but also 
how he own personal experiences influenced his work. 

• Fin de Siècle – in this article about the Fin de Siècle, Greg Buzwell looks at how the end 
of the century Fin de Siècle novels explored the idea of the ‘human’ and the evolving 
and changing nature of the mind. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• Orson Welles – Orson Welles recorded a reading of The War of the Worlds which 
caused mass hysteria when it was broadcast in 1938. 

• Audio book – an audio reading of this novel was recently serialised by the BBC and all 
episodes are available here. 

https://www.bl.uk/people/h-g-wells
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-War-of-the-Worlds/plot-summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42lEWYFdiAk
https://www.thoughtco.com/hg-wells-biography-4158307
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/an-introduction-to-the-war-of-the-worlds
https://mantex.co.uk/the-war-of-the-worlds/
https://thewaroftheworld-sowens-1.weebly.com/literary-elements.html
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/188559/the-war-of-the-worlds-by-h-g-wells/9780525564164/reading-guide
https://literariness.org/2018/07/26/introduction-to-science-fiction/
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/suburbia
https://www.newstatesman.com/2018/07/war-of-the-worlds-2018-bbc-hg-wells
https://www.britannica.com/biography/H-G-Wells
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gothic-fiction-in-the-victorian-fin-de-siecle
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZgTPgmJAWc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07lbzbp
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• Review of 2019 BBC adaptation – this review from The Guardian comments on the BBC 
production in light of Wells’ novel. Watch the trailer. 

• Jeff Wayne – In 1976, Jeff Wayne composed a rock opera retelling the story of The War 
of the Worlds. This short video is a trailer for the touring version of the production.  

https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2019/nov/17/the-war-of-the-worlds-review-doom-dystopia-and-a-dash-of-downton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-yas0yPbLU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3M5vCEjEC9s
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Post-1900: The Handmaid’s Tale 
General background and introduction 

• Margaret Atwood – this page from the British council website focusses on her life and 
works as well as providing some analysis of The Handmaid’s Tale 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context and 
characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• The Handmaid's Tale – a short, animated video providing an overview of the plot, 
themes and characters. 

• Margaret Atwood – this biography from Margaret Atwood’s website discusses her life 
and has links to her full bibliography and works. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Imagery and symbolism – this website provides an overview of the text and moves onto 
to focus on the imagery, symbols, themes and characterisation used by Atwood. 

• Symbols and motifs – this teacher-produced YouTube presentation discusses Atwood’s 
use of motifs and symbols in her novel. 

• Literary devices – this website focussed on The Handmaid’s Tale looks at some of the 
key quotations and literary devices which may be a good starting point for discussion. 

• Narrative voice – this article from Literariness discusses all of Atwood’s novels and 
looks at how Atwood uses narrative voice to shape meaning in The Handmaid’s Tale. 

Contexts 

• Gender and power – in this article, Atwood talks about the impact her novel has had 
and the contexts and issues she wanted to bring to the surface. This interview also 
talks about how the novel is being read very differently now. 

• Science Fiction – this article from the British Library looks at female science fiction 
writers and the themes they cover in their novels. 

• Dystopia – this article from the British Library looks at how writers use imaginary 
regimes to explore contemporary political concerns. Atwood also discusses the 
dystopian nature of her novel in a podcast. 

• Historical contexts – in this video, Dr Madelaine Davies from the University of Reading 
discusses the contexts within The Handmaid’s Tale. 

Adaptations and other useful links  
•  Book to TV series – in this recorded panel discussed from BookCon in 2017, Margaret 

Atwood and one of the creators of the TV series discuss The Handmaid’s Tale. 

• Margaret Atwood interviews – the quality of these recordings is not very high, but it is 
interesting to hear Atwood’s views on religion and to see clips from the 1990 film. 

• Audiobook – this recording of the novel is read by Elisabeth Moss who stars as Offred 
in the TV adaptation. The full version can be downloaded by clicking on the link in the 
description on the YouTube site. 

https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writer/margaret-atwood
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Handmaids-Tale/plot-summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7v-mfJMyBO0
hhttp://margaretatwood.ca/biography/
https://crossref-it.info/textguide/the-handmaids-tale/31/2171
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wm5juq5JvYE
https://handmaidstaleel.weebly.com/literary-devices.html
https://literariness.org/2018/04/22/analysis-of-margaret-atwoods-novels/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2012/jan/20/handmaids-tale-margaret-atwood
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7a8LnKCzsBw
https://www.bl.uk/womens-rights/articles/feminist-futures-in-science-fiction
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/freedom-or-oppression-the-fear-of-dystopia
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b4zf0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdvSK7t21mM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFqJ8wqUpwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMrz_ivl8jo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_06XKmordj4
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Post-1900: Never Let Me Go 
General background and introduction 

• Kazuo Ishiguro – this page from the Nobel Prize website provides a brief outline of 
Ishiguro’s life and works. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Never Let Me Go– a short, animated video providing an overview of the plot, themes 
and characters. 

• Kazuo Ishiguro – this article from the Academy of Achievement website discusses 
Ishiguro’s life and works. There is also a podcast about the author at the bottom of the 
page. 
 

2. How meanings are shaped 
• BBC resources – although these resources are primarily for GCSE students, they can 

be used to spark initial conversations and investigation. This BBC Teach video could 
also be useful for initial engagement. 

• Literary analysis – this website provides an overview of the text as well as analysis of 
language, character and themes. 

• Frieze Lecture – in this short lecture, Professor Kate Hansen discusses the novel and 
its meanings. 

• Tone and voice – in this article from The Guardian, Rachel Cusk discusses how 
Ishiguro creates meaning through tone and voice. 

• Discussion guide – this guide from Penguin posits many questions for discussion 
around how Ishiguro creates character, image and mood.  

• Narrative voice and memory – this article from Literariness discusses all of Ishiguro’s 
novels – Never Let Me Go is analysed towards the end of the article. This article on the 
British Council’s website also looks at Ishiguro’s novels and discusses his use of 
unreliable narrators. 

3. Contexts 

• Kazuo Ishiguro – the author talks in this audio interview about his motivations for writing 
the novel and also reads from the text. This is also another interesting interview with 
Ishiguro. 

• Science and other contexts – this overview from Course Hero explains the main 
contexts of the novel. This interview with Ishiguro in The Guardian also talks about the 
context of biotechnology in the novel. 

• Human condition – in this short podcast, Dr Rita Charon discusses Never Let Me Go 
and the questions it asks about what it means to be human. 

• Post Modernism – this article from the University of Durham website discusses 
questions of identity, existence and adaptation. 

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/2017/ishiguro/biographical/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Never-Let-me-Go/plot-summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqGw1egZ_PU
https://achievement.org/achiever/kazuo-ishiguro/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw934j6/revision/2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRvaLHeG81w
https://mantex.co.uk/never-let-me-go/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvNT1ilV5z8
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/jan/29/never-let-me-go-kazuo-ishiguro
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/85609/never-let-me-go-by-kazuo-ishiguro/9781400078776/readers-guide/
https://literariness.org/2019/04/07/analysis-of-kazuo-ishiguros-novels/
https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writer/kazuo-ishiguro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGZQziK8wG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jCB59pPG7k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jCB59pPG7k
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Never-Let-me-Go/context/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2006/mar/25/featuresreviews.guardianreview36
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06cfxkc
https://readdurhamenglish.wordpress.com/2017/02/23/changing-states-examining-postmodern-concepts-of-adaptation-in-ali-smiths-hotel-world-and-kazuo-ishiguros-never-let-me-go/
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4. Adaptations and other useful links 
• 2010 film – Carey Mulligan and Andrew Garfield discuss working on the film adaptation. 

Watch the trailer for the film. 
• BBC Bookclub – Ishiguro discusses his novel and answers reader’s questions in this 

podcast. 
• Review of the 2010 film – this review in The Independent looks at how the film adapted 

its source material. 
• Review of the 2005 novel – in this review from the London Review of Books, Frank 

Kermode discusses Ishiguro’s novel and how it compares to his past works. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOjuiFLAshQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPv5xs9Tbc0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000qxm4
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/films/reviews/never-let-me-go-toronto-film-festival-2080274.html
https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v27/n08/frank-kermode/outrageous-game?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
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The Supernatural 
Pre-1900: Dracula 
General background and introduction 

• Life of Bram Stoker – a brief overview of the writer’s life and works from the Bram 
Stoker society website. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context and 
characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Bram Stoker - this short guide from ThoughtCo gives a brief biography of Stoker and 
his works with links to other articles and resources. 

• Dracula summary – this summary from the Encyclopaedia Britannica provides links to 
further information about the texts and its contexts. 

• Dracula – a short, animated video outlining the plot. 
How meanings are shaped 

• Narrative voices in this review from The Guardian, Darragh McManus discusses how 
Stoker builds tension and horror with multiple voices and narrative techniques. 

• Analysis of the novel – in this lecture, Professor David Davis discusses the novel. 

• Study guide– these study resources provide a summary of the novel as well and 
discusses how Stoker shapes meaning. 

• Symbolism – on this website dedicated to Bram Stoker’s Dracula, there is a short 
section on ‘symbols’ which can be used to support further teaching. 

Contexts 

• Fin de Siècle – in this article about the Fin de Siècle, Greg Buzwell looks at how the end 
of the century Fin de Siècle novels explored the idea of the ‘human’ and the evolving 
and changing nature of the mind. 

• Early reviews of the novel – the Bram Stoker estate has collated some early reviews of 
the book. 

• Vampire narratives – this article from Literariness discusses the idea of vampire 
narratives and what they represent and Dracula place in the development of this. This 
podcast – You’re Dead to Me – also discusses this topic. 

• Social context – this article from the British Library discusses how Stoker’s novel 
reflected societal fears about immigration, sex and morality. This video on YouTube also 
discusses the social contexts of the novel 

• Gender roles in the 19th century – this lecture from Gresham college discusses gender 
and sexuality in the 19thcentury and there is a downloadable PowerPoint presentation 
to support learning. 

• Gothic motifs – in this article from the British Library, John Bowan discusses what 
makes a novel ‘gothic’. 

https://www.bramstokerestate.com/life
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Dracula/plot-summary/
https://www.thoughtco.com/biography-of-bram-stoker-irish-author-4800321
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Dracula-novel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYHsRFiBJX0
https://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2010/oct/29/dracula-vampire-real-bite
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3rvcZOPnCE
https://mantex.co.uk/dracula/
https://dracula-bramstoker.weebly.com/symbolism.html
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gothic-fiction-in-the-victorian-fin-de-siecle
https://www.bramstokerestate.com/dracula
https://literariness.org/2018/08/24/vampire-narrative/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08mxxf2
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/dracula
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FoTMbt5El-g
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-and-events/the-victorians-gender-and-sexuality
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gothic-motifs
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Adaptations and other useful links 

• Legacy – an interesting podcast from the BBC discusses the legacy of the novel and 
the many adaptations that have been made. 

• BBC adaptation – these three podcasts were recorded to support the three episodes of 
the BBC adaptation. The writers and cast discuss how they wrote and produced each 
episode. 

• Popular Culture – this page from Wikipedia sums up the many adaptations of the novel 
with links. 

• Audiobook – this long YouTube video is one of three which is an audio reading of the 
text. 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/books/audio/2012/apr/27/dracula-horror-bram-stoker-podcast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Count_Dracula_in_popular_culture
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcfffzyL-hA
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Pre-1900: The Picture of Dorian Gray  
General background and introduction 

• Life of Oscar Wilde – a brief overview of the writer’s life. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth.  

• Oscar Wilde – this short guide from the British Library gives a brief biography of Wilde 
and his works with links to other articles and resources. 

• Oscar Wilde podcast – a series of podcasts from the University of Oxford giving an 
overview of Oscar Wilde’s life and his works. 

• The Picture of Dorian Gray – a short, animated video outlining the plot. 
How meanings are shaped 

• Poetry Foundation – a useful overview of Wilde’s life and works – with some analysis of 
the way he shapes meaning in The Picture of Dorian Gray. 

• Analysis of the novel – in this lecture from Royal Holloway University, Professor Ruth 
Livesey discusses the novel. 

• Study guide – these study resources provide a summary of the play as well and 
discusses how Wilde shapes meaning. 

• Themes and character – in this podcast, Will Self and Fiona Shaw discuss the novel 
with Matthew Sweet and Merlin Holland, Wilde’s grandson. 

Contexts 

• Social context – in the article from The Guardian, Deborah Orr talks about re-reading 
The Picture of Dorian Gray and the social themes it highlights. 

• Aestheticism and Decadence – in this article from the British Library website, Dr Carole 
Burdett discusses Victorian Aestheticism and Decadence and references Oscar Wilde. 
Professor Nick Groom from the University of Exeter also discusses this theme in this 
video. 

• Gender roles in the 19th century – this article from the British Library website outlines 
the roles of men and women in Victorian society. 

• Gothic motifs and morality – in this article from the British Library, Greg Buzwell 
discusses the connections between art, morality, Gothic motifs and aestheticism in 
Wilde’s novel. 

• Fin de Siècle – in this article about the Fin de Siècle, Greg Buzwell looks at how the end 
of the century Fin de Siècle novels explored the idea of the ‘human’ and the evolving 
and changing nature of the mind. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• The Oscar Wilde Society – this society’s YouTube Channel contains interesting videos 
and clips about the writer and his works. 

https://www.wilde-online.info/oscar-wilde-biography.htm
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Picture-of-Dorian-Gray/plot-summary/
https://www.bl.uk/people/oscar-wilde?gclid=Cj0KCQjwraqHBhDsARIsAKuGZeGTiZxRpX1riWgqFav8VV9dUjBK45C47bCKNrhRiDNFcIlDKOn0QtcaAt8UEALw_wcB
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/oscar-wilde
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27-3OVRYgQI
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/oscar-wilde
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uI-0ICKxeog
https://mantex.co.uk/the-picture-of-dorian-gray/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b06vs6gg
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/aug/06/picture-dorian-gray-hypocrisy-ravage-lives
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/aestheticism-and-decadence
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfNCB5_YvV8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfNCB5_YvV8
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gender-roles-in-the-19th-century
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-picture-of-dorian-gray-art-ethics-and-the-artist
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gothic-fiction-in-the-victorian-fin-de-siecle
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheOscarWildeSociety/search?query=dorian%20grey
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• Adaptations – there have been many adaptations of Wilde’s work. This Wikipedia entry 
collects them all together and includes film, plays and dance. 

• Audiobook – this video on Youtube is an audio recording of the text. 

• Trailers from the 1945, 1973 and 2009 film versions of the novel and information about 
the ballet based on the novel. 

• Wilde online – this useful website contains overviews of Wilde’s life and works as well 
as his lectures, letters and reviews. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adaptations_of_The_Picture_of_Dorian_Gray
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_asD_uF0Cw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qF8LWvkmAp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5Khfvkw1lE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVbdd8oOwOY
https://new-adventures.net/dorian-gray#overview
https://www.wilde-online.info/essays-and-lectures.htm
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Post-1900: Beloved 
General background and introduction 

• Life of Toni Morrison - a brief overview of the writer’s life and works from the Pulitzer 
website. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Coursehero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context and 
characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Toni Morrison - this short biography from the Toni Morrison Society website gives a 
brief chronology of her life and her works. There is also an interesting podcast 
introducing the author and her works . 

• Beloved – a summary of the plot with links to themes, characters and contexts. 

• Why you should read Beloved – this short, animated video from TedEd outlines the pzot 
and the themes of the novel. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Themes and imagery – this website provides some starting points for discussing how 
Morrison shaped meaning. 

• Literary analysis – this article on literariness.org focusses on Morrison’s novels - 
Beloved is discussed towards the end of the article. 

• Character of Sethe – in this video, Professor Ato Quayson discusses how time and 
memory is represented, in part, by the character of Sethe. 

• Colour imagery – this detailed review from The Guardian discusses Morrison’s use of 
colour as well as other ways Morrison shapes meaning. 

• BBC Radio 4 Book club – in this podcast, Toni Morrison talks about her novel and 
answers readers’ questions about the themes, characters and issues raised in the 
novel. 

Contexts 

• Race in these lesson resources, there are videos and articles to discuss Morrison’s 
points about race and the issues she wrote about in her novel. 

• Social and historical contexts – this article on the BBC Culture website talks about the 
novel and its contexts. This blog from the NYU creating writing course also considers 
the novel’s contexts. 

• Slavery and freedom – in this video discussion, Professor Ato Quaydon from Stanford 
university looks at the contexts within Beloved. 

• Margaret Garner – the life of a Margaret Garner’s whose life was an inspiration for 
Morrison’s character of Sethe. 

Adaptations and other useful links 
• Documentary – this documentary on Toni Morrison discusses her life and work. 

• 1998 film – this is a trailer from the 1998 film version of the novel. 

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1993/morrison/biographical/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Beloved/plot-summary/
https://www.tonimorrisonsociety.org/author.html
http://writersinspire.podcasts.ox.ac.uk/content/toni-morrison-introduction
http://writersinspire.podcasts.ox.ac.uk/content/toni-morrison-introduction
https://www.bachelorandmaster.com/britishandamericanfiction/beloved-summary.html#.YOwaQhNKhmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xu2euaQGzDQ
https://www.bachelorandmaster.com/britishandamericanfiction/themes-and-imagery-in-beloved.html#.YOwb6xNKhmo
https://literariness.org/2018/06/11/analysis-of-toni-morrisons-novels/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gu_vf-q10XM
https://www.theguardian.com/books/1987/oct/16/fiction.asbyatt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00d3wc9
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/why-should-you-read-toni-morrison-s-beloved-yen-pham#watch
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20201021-how-beloved-unearthed-the-ghosts-of-a-brutal-past
http://nyucreativewriting.blogspot.com/2013/02/beloved-contexts.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ex9Vm8g6woY
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/margaret-garner-incident-1856/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OURXCUdeOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNz7mV8ob2Q
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• Audiobook – this is an extract from the book read by Morrison. The whole audiobook 
can be purchased from Audible.com 

• Legacy of Morrison – In this article from The Guardian, Chigozie Obioma discusses 
how much we owe Morrison for her life and work. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vb8fWBmn_J4&amp;list=PLQBNkfHo5hyYFrwfut0jh95I0ZvJgYiLU
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/aug/07/toni-morrison-farewell-to-americas-greatest-writer-we-all-owe-her-so-much
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Post-1900: The Little Stranger 

General background and introduction 

• Life of Sarah Waters – a brief overview of the writer’s life and works from the British 
Council website. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Super Summary. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth.  

• Sarah Waters – this short biography from Waters’ website gives a brief overview of her 
life and her works. 

• The Little Stranger – this short interview with Waters’ outlines the novel’s main themes 
and ideas. 

• The Little Stranger – this review from medium.com outlines the novels plot, themes and 
key narrative devices. 

How meanings are shaped 
• Tension and uncertainty – this essay on the literature blog looks at the character of 

Faraday and how he is used to build tension and cause the reader to question what is 
happening. 

• Guardian Book Club – The Guardian included this novel as part of their book club. John 
Mullan discusses pace and fact v reason. 

• Reading Guide– on this page from the Penguin website, there are some key questions 
to help discuss how meanings are shaped. 

• Bitesize Literature – these short YouTube videos have been created by an English 
Teacher and study key elements of the text. 

Contexts 

• Gothic motifs – in this article from the British Library, John Bowan discusses what 
makes a novel ‘gothic’. 

• Supernatural – in this article from The Guardian book club, Sarah Waters discusses 
writing her novel and her portrayal of the supernatural. There is also a podcast to 
accompany this discussion. 

• Gender – in this review of the film from The Vox, the reviewer also discusses Waters’ 
novel in some detail and how it is a study in toxic masculinity. 

• Britain in the 1940s – this BBC web page gives an interesting overview to the time. This 
review of The Little Stranger from The Independent links the book to its 1940s contexts. 

Adaptations and other useful links 

• LGBTQ+ month – short videos from the English Department of Manchester Metropolitan 
university introducing LGBTQ+ authors including Sarah Waters. 

• Interviews with the cast and director of the 2018 film. 

• Review of the film – this review is taken from Rolling Stone magazine. 

https://www.supersummary.com/the-little-stranger/summary/
https://www.sarahwaters.com/landing-page/sarah-waters/sarah-waters-about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAsIWZmqEeE
https://medium.com/read-watch-write-repeat/why-the-little-stranger-is-a-horror-novel-you-need-to-read-40fbc62e5afa
https://interpretingliterature.com/2019/01/22/the-doppelganger-in-sarah-waters-the-little-stranger/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2010/aug/11/book-club-sarah-waters-little-stranger
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2010/jul/24/little-stranger-sarah-waters-club
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2010/jul/31/book-club-little-stranger-waters
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/186103/the-little-stranger-by-sarah-waters/9780771087899/reading-guide
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzwRzJ9wfOUY3VsCH4_IPgQ/search?query=little%20stranger
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gothic-motifs
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2010/aug/07/bookclub-sarah-waters-little-stranger
https://www.theguardian.com/books/audio/2010/aug/19/sarah-waters-guardian-book-club
https://www.vox.com/2018/9/6/17815740/little-stranger-toxic-masculinity-sarah-waters
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/overview_1945_present_01.shtml
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/reviews/the-little-stranger-by-sarah-waters-1693071.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTWejJu_gvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Noc5KwJq9mw
https://www.rollingstone.com/movies/movie-reviews/little-stranger-review-716210/


 
 
 

32 
Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in English Literature – Component 2 Prose Text Support – Issue 1 – August 2021 – Author and Approver: GQ 

Product Management – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2021 

• Audio reading – this first chapter of the book is read by Domhnall Gleeson who played 
Dr Faraday in the film. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZYiqwWYyI4
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Women and Society 
Pre-1900: Tess of The D’Urbervilles 

General background and introduction 

• Life of Thomas Hardy – a brief overview of the writer’s life and works from the British 
Library website. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Coursehero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Thomas Hardy – this short biography from the Thomas Hardy Society website gives a 
brief chronology of his life and works. 

• Tess of the D'Ubervilles – a summary of the plot with links to themes, characters and 
contexts. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Literary analysis – this article on literariness.org focusses how Bronte shapes meaning 
in his novels with reference to Tess of the D’Urbervilles. 

• Narrative – in this article provides some basic insights into the methods Hardy uses to 
shape meaning which can be developed further in the classroom 

• BBC Radio 4 Podcast – in this podcast, Melvyn Bragg discusses the novel with guests 
Dinah Birch, Francis O’Gorman and Jane Thomas. 

• University of Southampton – in this podcast, Dr Matt Kerr discusses how Hardy shapes 
meaning in Tess of the D’Urbervilles. 

• University of Kent – in this video tutorial, Dr Sara Lyons from the University of Kent 
analyses the novel. 

Contexts 

• Gender and class – in this short lecture, Dr Sophie Gilmartin from Royal Holloway 
university discusses the key contexts of the novel and how they shape the narrative. 

• Victorian values – in this article from the British Library, Margaret Higonnet discusses 
how Hardy uses Tess to complicate conventional ideas of modesty and desire. 

• Women in Victorian society – in this article from the British Library, Kathryn Hughes 
discusses gender roles in the 19th century. 

• Historical context – this website offers some key ideas around the historical contexts of 
the novel. 

• Martha Brown – Hardy watched the hanging of Martha Brown in 1856 which inspired 
him to write the novel. In this article from The Guardian, Steven Morris  

• discusses her case as well as the discovery of some bones which may well be the 
remains of Martha Brown. 

 

https://www.bl.uk/people/thomas-hardy
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Tess-of-the-dUrbervilles/plot-summary/
https://www.hardysociety.org/life/
https://mantex.co.uk/tess-of-the-durbervilles/
https://literariness.org/2019/04/08/analysis-of-thomas-hardys-novels/
https://crossref-it.info/textguide/tess-of-the-durbervilles/11/1221
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b078zcrr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C61wse-eDwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52LuPuCHyPk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiDLdOUDE2Q
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/sexuality-and-desire-in-tess-of-the-durbervilles
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gender-roles-in-the-19th-century
http://www.novelexplorer.com/tess-of-the-durbervilles/historical-perspective-27/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/feb/19/thomas-hardy-tess-of-the-durbervilles-bones-found-at-prison
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Adaptations and other useful links 

• Dramatisation of the novel – in a season about Hardy’s women, the BBC produced a 
dramatisation of the novel. 

• Adaptations – there have been many adaptations of the novel. This Wikipedia page is a 
guide to many of them with links to further details. 

• BBC Production 2008 – the trailer for the BBC mini-series starring Gemma Arterton and 
Eddie Redmayne. 

• Audiobook – this video is over 17 hours long and is a full audio version of the novel. 
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000sq65
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tess_of_the_d%27Urbervilles#Adaptations
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lsay2AGaeY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cRPCqnqgsk
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Pre-1900: Wuthering Heights 
General background and introduction 

• Life of Emily Bronte a brief overview of the writer’s life and works from the British 
Library website. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Coursehero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context and 
characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Emily Bronte – this short biography from the Bronte Society website gives a brief 
chronology of her life and her works. 

• Wuthering Heights – a summary of the plot with links to themes, characters and 
contexts. 

• Summary of the plot – this short-animated video outlines the plot and the themes of the 
novel. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Literary analysis – this article on literariness.org focusses how Bronte shapes meaning 
in Wuthering Heights. 

• Setting – in this article from the British Library, Professor John Bowen discusses how 
Bronte uses landscape and setting to shape meaning. There is also a video to 
accompany this article. 

• Character – in another article on the British Library website, Professor John Bowen 
discusses Bronte’s use of the outsider, Heathcliff, in the novel. There is also a video to 
accompany this article. 

• BBC Podcast – in this podcast, Melvyn Bragg discusses Bronte’s novel and its impact 
with guests John Bowen, Alexandra Lewis and Karen O’Brien. 

Contexts 
• Fantasy and realism – in this article from the British Library, John Bowen discusses how 

Bronte’s novel combines fantasy and realism. There is also a video interview to 
accompany this article. 

• Historical and social contexts – in this podcast from the University of Southampton, Dr 
Justine Pizzo discusses the contexts of Wuthering Heights with one of her students. 

• Literary context – in this lecture from the University of Durham, James Quinnell 
discusses the literary context of the novel 

• 19th century Britain – this website offers some ideas about, and links to, the historical 
contexts of the novel. 

• Gender and class – this video of a book club discussion with Jeanette Winterson as a 
special guest discusses Bronte’s portrayal of gender and class in the novel. 

  

https://www.bl.uk/people/emily-bronte
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Wuthering-Heights/plot-summary/
https://www.bronte.org.uk/the-brontes-and-haworth/wuthering-heights
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEwmNJ9I8bs
https://literariness.org/2019/03/25/analysis-of-emily-brontes-wuthering-heights/
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/walking-the-landscape-of-wuthering-heights
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImqD5e2_4OE
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/who-is-heathcliff
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsJ7CGN8tPc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b095ptt5
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/melding-of-fantasy-and-realism-in-wuthering-heights
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyGNVUAJvpA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMUoWISV2cY
https://readdurhamenglish.wordpress.com/2013/09/04/new-podcast-ghosting-place-and-wuthering-heights/
https://crossref-it.info/textguide/wuthering-heights/35/2460
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMxqWyTioss
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Adaptations and other useful links 
• Emily Bronte vs Jane Austen – an interesting video debate created by Intelligence2 

discussing the merits of each author with John Mullan and Kate Mosse. 

• Comparison between the adaptations and books – this YouTube video provides an 
interesting comparison between the novel and the many adaptations. A complete list 
of the adaptations can be found on Wikipedia . 

• 1939 adaptation – this iconic film starred Laurence Olivier and Merle Oberon. Some 
history of the filming can be found in this review for Empire magazine. 

• Audiobook – this is a full audio recording of the text. 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mP8dllTkpEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOn5L0ooLTQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adaptations_of_Wuthering_Heights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adaptations_of_Wuthering_Heights
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqgKtvnREk4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzbOAR7N5WU
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Pre-1900: Mrs Dalloway 
General background and introduction 

• Life of Virginia Woolf – a brief overview of the writer’s life and works from the British 
Library website. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Coursehero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the novel in more depth.  

• Virginia Woolf – this short biography from Colombia University provides an overview of 
Woolf’s life and works. 

• Mrs Dalloway – a summary of the plot with links to themes, characters and contexts. 

• Virginia Woolf – Sara Pascoe explains why she has chosen Virginia Woolf as her 
subject in the podcast series ‘Great Lives’. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Literary analysis – this article on literariness.org focusses on how Woolf shapes 
meaning in her novels with reference to Mrs Dalloway. 

• Narrative in this article from the British Library website, Elaine Showalter investigates 
how Woolf uses ‘stream of consciousness’ to shape meaning. 

• BBC Podcast – in this podcast, Melvyn Bragg discusses the novel with Dame Hermione 
Lee, Dr Jane Goldman and Dr Catherine Simpson. 

• University of Reading – in this video, Dr Nicola Wilson, from the University of Reading, 
analyses Mrs Dalloway. 

• Literary analysis – this article, on the interesting literature website, explains the plot and 
goes onto analyse key themes and ideas. 

Contexts 

• World War I – in this article from the British Library, David Bradshaw discusses how the 
war effected society after it was over. 

• London – in this article, also from the British Library website, David Bradshaw 
discusses Virginia Woolf’s London. Katherine Millin discusses the use of cities in 
Modernist literature with reference to Woolf and her work. 

• Modernity and Gender – in this video, Elaine Showalter discusses modernity, 
consciousness, gender and time in Mrs Dalloway. 

• Stream of Consciousness – this teacher-devised ppt presentation explains Woolf’s use 
of stream of consciousness and its literary context. 

• Women – this blog from the Literature Cambridge website discusses the role of women 
in Mrs Dalloway. 

  

https://www.bl.uk/people/virginia-woolf
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Mrs-Dalloway/plot-summary/
https://mantex.co.uk/mrs-dalloway/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07npxx3
https://literariness.org/2019/06/01/analysis-of-virginia-woolfs-novels/
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/exploring-consciousness-and-the-modern-an-introduction-to-mrs-dalloway
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHtDQoDbzw8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vS9ub4h0Hig
https://interestingliterature.com/2021/06/virginia-woolf-mrs-dalloway-summary-analysis/
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/mrs-dalloway-and-the-first-world-war
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/virginia-woolfs-london
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/cities-in-modernist-literature
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/cities-in-modernist-literature
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QM-fyF7xFtk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMd0eKtNlqY
https://www.literaturecambridge.co.uk/news/women-mrs-d
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Adaptations and other useful links 

• A Mrs Dalloway walk – this walk from the Virginia Woolf Society, takes in the locations 
in the novel. 

• The Virginia Woolf podcasts – this collection of podcasts discusses Woolf’s impact on 
art, culture and society. 

• Dalloway Day – organised by the Royal Society of Literature, this day includes a walk 
around London and lectures and discussions about Woolf and her novel. 

• Audiobook – an audio recording of the novel. 

• Voice of Virginia Woolf – this audio recording of Virginia Woolf is the only surviving 
recording of her voice. 

• 1997 adaptation – this is the trailer for the 1997 adaptation of the novel starring 
Vanessa Redgrave.  

http://www.virginiawoolfsociety.org.uk/resources/a-mrs-dalloway-walk-in-london/
https://www.literaturecambridge.co.uk/podcasts
https://rsliterature.org/rsl-event/dalloway-day-2019/
https://london.ac.uk/news-and-opinion/leading-women/walking-woolfs-footsteps-a-dalloway-day-podcast
https://london.ac.uk/news-and-opinion/leading-women/walking-woolfs-footsteps-a-dalloway-day-podcast
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_lR0MSTuTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8czs8v6PuI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6Iv7r-aRWs
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Post-1900: A Thousand Splendid Suns 
General background and introduction 

• Khaled Hosseini – a brief overview of the writer’s life and works from the Khaled 
Hosseini website. 

• An overview of the novel and the main themes from Coursehero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context and 
characters before looking at the novel in more depth. 

• Khaled Hosseini – this biography from the American Academy of Achievement outlines 
Hosseini’s life and works. 

• A Thousand Splendid Suns – this review from The Guardian provides an outline of the 
plot. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Voice – in this short interview, Hosseini discusses writing from a female perspective 
and point of view. 

• Points for discussion – A Thousand Splendid Suns was chosen as one of the BBC’s 
100 Novels That Shaped Our World. On their website, they have suggested 3 different 
questions to discuss how meanings are shaped as well as including two interviews with 
the author. There are also some other questions on the ThoughtCo website to aid 
discussion. 

• Symbols – in this webpage from Coursehero, there are some suggested symbols which 
could be studied in more depth in the classroom. 

Contexts 

• Afghanistan – in this interview, Hosseini talks about his life and growing up in 
Afghanistan. 

• Role of women – this report from the Foreign and Commonwealth office is a case study 
on the role of women in Afghanistan. This article from Forbes Magazine discusses the 
role of women in Hosseini’s novel and the play version of the novel. 

• History of Afghanistan – this short article on the PBS website outlines the key dates in 
Afghan history. 

• Family – in this interview about The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns, 
Hosseini discusses the importance of family and relationships in his novel. 

Adaptations and other useful links 
• Play version – in this short video, the artistic director for the Old Globe, a theatre in San 

Diego, talks about their production of A Thousand Splendid Suns. 

• Review of the premiere of the play – this review from the LA Times discusses the play’s 
first performance in San Francisco in 2017. 

• Lecture from Hosseini – in this lecture, Hosseini reads from his novel and talks about 
the characters and themes. 

https://khaledhosseini.com/bio/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/A-Thousand-Splendid-Suns/plot-summary/
https://achievement.org/achiever/khaled-hosseini/#biography
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2007/jun/03/fiction.features
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUk41sJCtTM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/402q4dbS9y49KWQs9GdWryf/making-a-protest-ten-political-novels-to-challenge-your-views
https://www.thoughtco.com/a-thousand-splendid-suns-by-khaled-hosseini-362018
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/A-Thousand-Splendid-Suns/symbols/
https://achievement.org/achiever/khaled-hosseini/#interview
https://www.gov.uk/government/case-studies/the-role-of-women-in-afghanistan
https://www.forbes.com/sites/joanmichelson2/2020/01/29/courageous-daughters-in-a-thousand-splendid-suns-inspire-us/?sh=49a88f1b2d9e
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/asia-jan-june11-timeline-afghanistan
https://www.bookbrowse.com/author_interviews/full/index.cfm/author_number/900/khaled-hosseini
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tsC3fZIClk
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/la-ca-cm-thousand-splendid-suns-20170122-htmlstory.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WP6ibZEZdZM
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