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Introduction 

This resource has been created to support teachers in teaching their two chosen 
Component 1 drama texts.  

Each text has a section with links and ideas for resources to help with different 
approaches and ideas around teaching the text. The links include a variety of formats 
such as articles, podcasts and Interviews with writers.  

There are many other resources available on the subject webpage. 

The two new texts (Les Blancs and Sweat) added for first teaching from September 
2022 have their own separate guides. 

 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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Shakespeare: Tragedy 

Anthony and Cleopatra  

General background and introduction 

• Podcasts about Shakespeare’s life – this series of podcasts from The Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust asked 60 experts to talk for 1 minute on a key element of 
Shakespeare. These introductory podcasts range from looking at Shakespeare’s 
life, his influences and the question over authorship. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, 
context and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• An overview of the play from the literariness website which starts to introduce some 
literary criticism. 

• An overview of the plot from the RSC website. 

• A lecture from Harvard University on Antony and Cleopatra and the themes. This is 
a long YouTube video, and it’s best to start it at the 4:10 minute mark. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Shakespearean language – an article by Barbara Mowat and Paul Werstine, the 
editors of the Folger Shakespeare Library Shakespeare Editions. 

• Ominous Oboes – a blog post from The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust looking at the 
use of music and song in Shakespeare’s plays using Act IV, Scene iii of Antony and 
Cleopatra. 

• Symbols and motifs – are discussed in Course Hero. These are interesting starters 
to discussing Shakespeare’s use of symbol, imagery and motif throughout the play. 

• Shakespeare study guide – this guide discusses Shakespeare’s use of language. 

Contexts 

• Dates, Sources and History – an overview of the contexts of Antony and Cleopatra 
from the RSC website. 

• Rome – an article from the British Library discusses Shakespeare’s use of Roman 
history in Antony and Cleopatra. 

• Multiculturalism – an article from the British Library discussing multiculturalism in 
Shakespeare’s’ play, including Antony and Cleopatra. 

• Plutarch’s Life of Antony – this article from the Folger Shakespeare Library 
discusses how Cleopatra was portrayed by Plutarch and subsequently by 
Shakespeare. 

Other interpretations 

• Tragedy – an overview of tragedy from the Literariness website. 

• Tragedy – an overview of tragedy from the British Library website. 

• A modern perspective – an article by Cynthia Marshall on the Folger Shakespeare 
Library. 

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/podcasts/60-minutes-shakespeare/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Antony-and-Cleopatra/infographic/
https://literariness.org/2020/07/26/analysis-of-william-shakespeares-antony-and-cleopatra/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/antony-and-cleopatra/plot
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8arGA2b20iQ
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/antony-and-cleopatra/reading-shakespeares-language-antony-and-cleopatra/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/blogs/ominous-oboes/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Antony-and-Cleopatra/symbols/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Antony-and-Cleopatra/motifs/
http://shakespearestudyguide.com/Antony.html
https://www.rsc.org.uk/antony-and-cleopatra/about-the-play/dates-and-sources
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/what-the-romans-did-for-shakespeare-rome-and-roman-values-in-shakespeares-plays
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/multiculturalism-in-shakespeares-plays
https://shakespeareandbeyond.folger.edu/2017/10/20/cleopatra-mythic-temptress/
https://literariness.org/2018/07/23/tragedy-an-introduction/
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/an-introduction-to-shakespearean-tragedy
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/antony-and-cleopatra/antony-and-cleopatra-a-modern-perspective/
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• Cleopatra – an article about the representation of Cleopatra by the historian Lucy 
Hughes-Hallett. 

Productions and notes from directors/performers 

• Production from the Globe – NB: there is a charge to rent this from the site. 

• Past productions from the RSC 

• Production from the National Theatre 

• Interview with Simon Goodwin – the director of the RSC production talks about the 
play. 

  

https://www.rsc.org.uk/antony-and-cleopatra/about-the-play/article-about-cleopatra
https://www.globeplayer.tv/videos/antony-and-cleopatra
https://www.rsc.org.uk/antony-and-cleopatra/past-productions
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/shows/antony-and-cleopatra
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6sDooMnC-s
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Shakespeare: Tragedy 

Hamlet 

General background and introduction 

• Podcasts about Shakespeare’s life – this series of podcasts from The Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust asked 60 experts to talk for 1 minute on a key element of 
Shakespeare. These introductory podcasts range from looking at Shakespeare’s 
life, his influences and the question over authorship. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. 

• This is a basic overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce 
themes, context and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• An overview of the play from the literariness website which starts to introduce some 
literary criticism. 

• An overview of the plot from the RSC website. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Shakespearean language – an article by Barbara Mowat and Paul Werstine, the 
editors of the Folger Shakespeare Library Shakespeare Editions. 

• Learning Zone: Hamlet – the RSC website provides lesson ideas and analysis of 
language, character and setting/staging. 

• TedEd – this short animated video from the TedEd series discusses the power of 
language in Hamlet. 

• The Mousetrap – This article from the British Library website discusses 
Shakespeare’s use of a ‘play within a play’. 

Contexts 

• Dates, Sources and History – An overview of the contexts of Hamlet from the RSC 
website. 

• History and sources– this webpage from the British Library collates interesting 
contextual sources for Hamlet together. 

• Elizabethan History – this webpage from the Open University outlines the different 
contextual factors which may have influenced Shakespeare. 

Other interpretations 

• Tragedy – an overview of tragedy from the Literariness website. 

• Tragedy – an overview of tragedy from the British Library website 

• A modern perspective – an article by Michael Neill on the Folger Shakespeare 
Library website. 

• Hamlet articles – the British Library website provides a number of interesting articles 
from Elaine Showalter, John Mullan and other leading academics around the key 
themes and issues discussed in Hamlet. 

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/podcasts/60-minutes-shakespeare/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Hamlet/plot-summary/
https://literariness.org/2020/07/25/analysis-of-william-shakespeares-hamlet/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/hamlet/the-plot
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/hamlet/reading-shakespeares-language-hamlet/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTu39aMg_mU
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/hamlet-the-play-within-the-play
https://www.rsc.org.uk/hamlet/about-the-play/dates-and-sources
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/shakespeare-putting-hamlet-in-context-a-summary-of-sources
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/literature-and-creative-writing/literature/hamlet-and-elizabethan-england
https://literariness.org/2018/07/23/tragedy-an-introduction/
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/an-introduction-to-shakespearean-tragedy
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/hamlet/hamlet-a-modern-perspective/
https://www.bl.uk/works/hamlet
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Productions and notes from directors/performers 

• Production from the Globe – NB: there is a charge to rent this from the site. 

• Past productions from the RSC - this webpage from the RSC website discusses 
previous productions and links to further information about each production. 

• Production from the National Theatre – this is a YouTube interview with Benedict 
Cumberbatch from the 2015 production. This production is also available on 
Amazon Prime video. 

• Almeida Theatre 2017 – the Almeida Theatre website has a number of interviews 
with the cast and the director of the critically acclaimed production with Andrew 
Scott as Hamlet. 

• Interview with Kenneth Branagh– the director and star of the 1996 film version of 
Hamlet talks about the play. 

https://globeplayer.tv/videos/hamlet-english
https://www.rsc.org.uk/hamlet/past-productions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0ky_tQxwgo
https://almeida.co.uk/robert-icke-andrew-scott
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiS1nfcxbZ8
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Shakespeare: Tragedy 

King Lear 

General background and introduction 

• Podcasts about Shakespeare’s life – this series of podcasts from The Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust asked 60 experts to talk for 1 minute on a key element of 
Shakespeare. These introductory podcasts range from looking at Shakespeare’s 
life, his influences and the question over authorship. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. 

• This is a basic overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce 
themes, context and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• An overview of the play from the literariness website which starts to introduce some 
literary criticism. 

• An overview of the plot from the RSC website. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Shakespearean language – an article by Barbara Mowat and Paul Werstine, the 
editors of the Folger Shakespeare Library Shakespeare Editions. 

• Learning Zone: King Lear – the RSC website provides lesson ideas and analysis of 
language, character and setting/staging. 

• Harvard Lecture: King Lear – this long YouTube video of a lecture about King Lear 
contains a lot of discussion of how Shakespeare shaped meaning in the play. Start 
from the 17 minute mark. 

• Character Analysis – this article from the British Library website discusses how 
Shakespeare created villains in his play. 

Contexts 

• Dates, Sources and History – an overview of the contexts of King Lear from the RSC 
website. 

• History and sources – this webpage from the British Library collates interesting 
contextual sources for King Lear together. 

• Contexts and history – this webpage from Colombia University outlines the different 
contextual factors which may have influenced Shakespeare. 

Other interpretations 

• Tragedy – an overview of tragedy from the Literariness website. 

• Tragedy – an overview of tragedy from the British Library website. 

• A modern perspective – an article by Susan Synder on the Folger Shakespeare 
Library website. 

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/podcasts/60-minutes-shakespeare/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/King-Lear/plot-summary/
https://literariness.org/2020/07/25/analysis-of-william-shakespeares-king-lear/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/king-lear/the-plot
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/king-lear/reading-shakespeares-language-king-lear/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/king-lear
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgRH2vpTZUU
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/character-analysis-the-villains-in-king-lear-edmund-goneril-and-regan
https://www.rsc.org.uk/king-lear/about-the-play/dates-and-sources
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/shakespeare-king-lear-the-disintegration-of-the-social-structure
https://www.college.columbia.edu/core/node/1763
https://literariness.org/2018/07/23/tragedy-an-introduction/
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/an-introduction-to-shakespearean-tragedy
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/king-lear/king-lear-a-modern-perspective/
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• King Lear Articles – the British Library website provides a number of interesting 
articles from Kim Ballard, Gillian Woods and other leading academics around the 
key themes and issues discussed in King Lear. 

Productions and notes from directors/performers 

• Production from the Globe – NB: there is a charge to rent this from the site. 

• Past productions from the RSC - this webpage from the RSC website discusses 
previous productions and links to further information about each production. 

• Production from the National Theatre – this is a YouTube clip from the 2014 
production with Simon Russell-Beale as King Lear and directed by Sam Mendes. 

• Sir Ian McKellan Interview – in this video from ‘Staging Shakespeare’, Sir Ian 
McKellan talks about performing the role of King Lear. 

• Interview with Sam Mendes – the director of the 2014 National Theatre production 
discussing the play. 

https://www.bl.uk/works/king-lear
https://globeplayer.tv/videos/king-lear-english
https://www.rsc.org.uk/king-lear/past-productions
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/file/king-lear-first-scene
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahFtoCq6CHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFf-MpZohEY
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Shakespeare: Tragedy 

Othello 

General background and introduction 

• Podcasts about Shakespeare’s life – these series of podcasts from The 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust asked 60 experts to talk for 1 minute on a key 
element of Shakespeare. These introductory podcasts range look at Shakespeare’s 
life, his influences and the question over authorship. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes and 
characters before looking at the play in more depth.  

• An overview of the play from the literariness website. 

• An overview of the plot from the RSC website with teaching resources and activities. 

• A lecture from Harvard University on Othello and the themes. This is a long 
YouTube video, and it is best to start it at the 2:30 minute mark. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Shakespearean language – an article by Barbara Mowat and Paul Werstine, the 
editors of the Folger Shakespeare Library Shakespeare Editions. 

• Shakespearean Language – a short video from The Folger Shakespeare Library 
about Shakespearean language with clips from a recent production. 

• Learning resources on language, form, motifs and imagery  

• Learning resources on character and language 

• Learning resources on setting – these teaching materials from the Royal 
Shakespeare Company include short videos and ideas for lessons and activities. 

Contexts 

• Race and Misogyny – this article from the many resources about Othello on the 
British Library website explores the contexts in which Othello was written. 

• Shakespeare in context – this PDF, also from the British Library, summarises the 
different sources and contexts relating to the history of the play. 

• Multiculturalism – an article from the British Library discussing multiculturalism in 
Shakespeare’s plays, including Othello. 

• Context of Shakespeare in different productions – this short video from the National 
Theatre looks at four of their productions and the contexts they represent. 

Other interpretations 

• Tragedy – an overview of tragedy from the Literariness website. 

• Tragedy – an overview of tragedy from the British Library website. 

  

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/podcasts/60-minutes-shakespeare/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Othello/videos/
https://literariness.org/2020/07/25/analysis-of-william-shakespeares-othello/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/othello/story/plot
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lN4Kpj1PFKM
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/othello/reading-shakespeares-language-othello/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trhHBQRJUcQ
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/othello/language/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/othello/character/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/othello/character/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/othello/staging/setting
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/racism-misogyny-and-motiveless-malignity-in-othello
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/shakespeare-putting-othello-in-context-a-summary-of-sources
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/multiculturalism-in-shakespeares-plays
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KkdBNETIOM
https://literariness.org/2018/07/23/tragedy-an-introduction/
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/an-introduction-to-shakespearean-tragedy
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• Critical Approaches Othello – a teacher pack with a PDF download to useful 
resources including other interpretations. 

• Is Othello a racist play? – a long discussion held at the Swan Theatre with 
academics and performers. This is the audio of the full lecture with still images. 

• Toni Morrison talks about Othello – Recorded at the Hay Festival, Toni Morrison 
talks about her reading of Othello. 

Productions and notes from directors/performers 

• Production from the Globe – NB: there is a charge to rent this from the site. 

• Production from the RSC 

• Production from the National Theatre – NB: there is a charge to rent this from the 
site. 

• Highlights from a production – this short video focusses on deception and how it 
was portrays in a production at the Folger Shakespeare Library. 

https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/shakespeare-othello-critical-approaches
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puMpPNtYxuw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-k-O2yLYOo
https://www.globeplayer.tv/videos/othello
https://www.rsc.org.uk/othello/past-productions/iqbal-khan-2015-production
https://www.ntathome.com/products/othello
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d1HoEfPN-i0
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Shakespeare: Comedy 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

General background and introduction 

• Podcasts about Shakespeare’s life – this series of podcasts from The Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust asked 60 experts to talk for 1 minute on a key element of 
Shakespeare. These introductory podcasts range from looking at Shakespeare’s 
life, his influences and the question over authorship. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• An overview of the play from the literariness website which starts to introduce some 
literary criticism. 

• An overview of the plot from the RSC website. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Shakespearean language – an article by Barbara Mowat and Paul Werstine, the 
editors of the Folger Shakespeare Library Shakespeare Editions. 

• Learning Zone: Midsummer Night's Dream – the RSC website provides lesson ideas 
and analysis of language, character and setting/staging. 

• BBC Teach – the actress Pippa Nixon discusses Shakespeare’s use of imagery in 
Titania’s speech to Oberon. 

• Shakespeare’s use of language – these lessons from The Globe Theatre introduce 
and build on the ideas in Shakespeare’s play. 

• Music and setting – This article from the British Library website discusses how 
Shakespeare uses music and setting to create meaning. 

Contexts 

• Dates, Sources and History – an overview of the contexts of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream from the RSC website. 

• History and sources– this webpage from the British Library collates interesting 
contextual sources for A Midsummer Night’s Dream together. 

• Social Context – these resources from the Globe Theatre discuss the social and 
historical contexts linked to A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

Other interpretations 

• Comedy – an overview of tragedy from the British Library website. 

• A modern perspective – an article by Catherine Belsey on the Folger Shakespeare 
Library website. 

  

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/podcasts/60-minutes-shakespeare/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/A-Midsummer-Nights-Dream/plot-summary/
https://literariness.org/2020/07/26/analysis-of-william-shakespeares-a-midsummer-nights-dream/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/a-midsummer-nights-dream/the-plot
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/a-midsummer-nights-dream/reading-shakespeares-language-a-midsummer-nights-dream/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/a-midsummer-nights-dream
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8U_EhH_mQ_k
https://teach.shakespearesglobe.com/ks45-midsummer-language
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/setting-shakespeares-music-and-the-music-of-shakespeare-settings
https://www.rsc.org.uk/a-midsummer-nights-dream/about-the-play/dates-and-sources
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/shakespeare-a-midsummer-nights-dream-dreams-illusion-and-doubling
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/teach.shakespearesglobe.com/ks45-midsummer-contexts?previous=*library*teaching_level*key-stage-5-16-18yrs-16*3Fkeyword*3DMidsummer__;Ly8vJSU!!LtJ5xwj-!fVTnmxAIi3Hkdnzdg3COSBvr7pszzXVDDgDZoGrD6rdqkz_gS2UUSkONDl1rA90keiDDzQs$
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/an-introduction-to-shakespeares-comedy
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/a-midsummer-nights-dream/a-midsummer-nights-dream-a-modern-perspective/
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• A Midsummer Night's Dream Articles – the British Library website provides a number 
of interesting articles from Kim Ballard, Gillian Woods and other leading academics 
around the key themes and issues discussed in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

Productions and notes from directors/performers 

• Production from the Globe – NB: there is a charge to rent this from the site. 

• Past productions from the RSC – this webpage from the RSC website discusses 
previous productions and links to further information about each production. 

• Production from the National Theatre – there are a series of clips from the 2019 
production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream directed by Nicholas Hytner. 

• Behind Closed Doors – in this video, the cast of the 2021 Globe production discuss 
how to perform key scenes of the play. 

• BAFTA Interview – in this video from BAFTA, Russell T. Davies discusses directing 
his film version of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

https://www.bl.uk/works/a-midsummer-nights-dream
https://www.globeplayer.tv/videos/a-midsummer-night-s-dream-english-2016
https://www.rsc.org.uk/a-midsummer-nights-dream/past-productions
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJgBmjHpqgs4mKbU3L3uZDSmiB4CEXHHJ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJurVCImkiE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eb8Ku8-MBRA
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Shakespeare: Comedy 

Measure for Measure 

General background and introduction 

• Podcasts about Shakespeare’s life – this series of podcasts from The Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust asked 60 experts to talk for 1 minute on a key element of 
Shakespeare. These introductory podcasts range from looking at Shakespeare’s 
life, his influences and the question over authorship. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. 

• This is a basic overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce 
themes, context and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• An overview of the play from the literariness website which starts to introduce some 
literary criticism. 

• An overview of the plot from the RSC website. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Shakespearean language – an article by Barbara Mowat and Paul Werstine, the 
editors of the Folger Shakespeare Library Shakespeare Editions. 

• Learning Zone: Measure for Measure – the RSC website provides lesson ideas and 
analysis of language, character and setting/staging. 

• Harvard University Lecture – this long video is a lecture from Harvard University 
about the play and how Shakespeare shapes meaning in the play. It is best to start 
it at around the 4 minute mark. 

• Shakespeare Study Guide – this guide provides an overview of the play as well as 
discussing the ways meanings are shaped. 

• Character analysis – this article from the British Library website discusses how 
Shakespeare uses his characters to shape meaning. 

Contexts 

• Dates, Sources and History – an overview of the sources used by Shakespeare on 
the RSC website. 

• The problem play – this webpage from the British Library collates the contextual 
sources and discusses the key contexts around Measure for Measure and why it 
might be a ‘problem’ play. 

• Historical Context – this webpage from the Folger Shakespeare library discusses 
the historical contexts within the play. 

Other interpretations 

• Comedy – an overview of tragedy from the British Library website. 

• A modern perspective – an article by Chrisy Desmet on the Folger Shakespeare 
Library website. 

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/podcasts/60-minutes-shakespeare/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Measure-for-Measure/plot-summary/
https://literariness.org/tag/analysis-of-william-shakespeares-play-measure-for-measure/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/measure-for-measure/the-plot
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/measure-for-measure/reading-shakespeares-language-measure-for-measure/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/measure-for-measure
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8U_EhH_mQ_k
http://shakespearestudyguide.com/Measurefor.html
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/character-analysis-isabella-and-angelo-in-measure-for-measure
https://www.rsc.org.uk/measure-for-measure/about-the-play/dates-and-sources
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/shakespeare-measure-for-measure-a-problem-play
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/measure-for-measure/historical-background/
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/an-introduction-to-shakespeares-comedy
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/measure-for-measure/measure-for-measure-a-modern-perspective/
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• Measure for Measure Articles – the British Library website provides a number of 
interesting articles from John Mullan, Kathleen E McCluskie and other leading 
academics around the key themes and issues discussed in Measure for Measure. 

Productions and notes from directors/performers 

• Production from the Globe – NB: there is a charge to rent this from the site. 

• Past productions from the RSC – this webpage from the RSC website discusses 
previous productions and links to further information about each production. 

• Texas Shakespeare Festival – a full production of the play from the 2012 Texas 
Shakespeare Festival. 

• Theatre for a new audience production – in this video, the cast of the 2017 TFANA 
production of Measure for Measure discuss the themes within the play. 

• Cheek By Jowl resources – these lessons and videos discuss Cheek By Jowl’s 
Russian language (with English Subtitles) production of Measure for Measure.  
NB: to access this pack which includes language, context and essays, you need to 
provide your email and receive and access code. 

https://www.bl.uk/works/measure-for-measure
https://www.globeplayer.tv/videos/measure-for-measure-english
https://www.rsc.org.uk/measure-for-measure/past-productions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaWyB5epNGE
http://www.tfana.org/about/production-history/measure/overview
https://www.cheekbyjowl.com/education-packs/measure-for-measure-pack-preview/
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Shakespeare: Comedy 

The Taming of the Shrew 

General background and introduction 

• Podcasts about Shakespeare’s life – this series of podcasts from The Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust asked 60 experts to talk for 1 minute on a key element of 
Shakespeare. These introductory podcasts range from looking at Shakespeare’s 
life, his influences and the question over authorship. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• An overview of the play from the literariness website which starts to introduce some 
literary criticism. 

• An overview of the plot from the RSC website. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Shakespearean language – an article by Barbara Mowat and Paul Werstine, the 
editors of the Folger Shakespeare Library Shakespeare Editions. 

• Learning Zone: The Taming of the Shrew – the RSC website provides lesson ideas 
and analysis of language, character and setting/staging. 

• Bard Explored – in this lecture, Dr Paul Budra discusses how Shakespeare shaped 
meaning in his play. 

• Literary Devices – this brief overview of the play also includes the different devices 
used by Shakespeare and the effects they have. There is not much detail but a 
good starting point. 

• Clothing – this article from the British Library website discusses how Shakespeare’s 
use of costume and transformation. 

Contexts 

• Dates, Sources and History – an overview of the sources used by Shakespeare on 
the RSC website. 

• Comic conventions – this webpage from the British Library collates looks at the 
conventions of comedy and how The Taming of the Shrew both follows and 
circumvents them. 

• Gender politics – this review and interview in The Guardian discusses two recent 
productions of the play that investigate the role of gender in the play. 

Other interpretations 

• Comedy – an overview of comedy from the British Library website. 

• A modern perspective – an article by Karen Newman on the Folger Shakespeare 
Library website.  

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/podcasts/60-minutes-shakespeare/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Taming-of-the-Shrew/plot-summary/
https://literariness.org/tag/analysis-of-william-shakespeares-play-the-taming-of-the-shrew/
https://cdn2.rsc.org.uk/sitefinity/education-pdfs/school-synopses/edu-thetamingoftheshrew-schoolsynopsis.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/the-taming-of-the-shrew/reading-shakespeares-language-the-taming-of-the-shrew/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/the-taming-of-the-shrew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VdtdJUVOZYM
https://literarydevices.net/the-taming-of-the-shrew/
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/clothing-and-transformation-in-the-taming-of-the-shrew
https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-taming-of-the-shrew/about-the-play/dates-and-sources
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/comedy-in-the-taming-of-the-shrew
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2019/feb/25/women-are-the-powerbrokers-gender-flipping-shakespeares-shrew
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/an-introduction-to-shakespeares-comedy
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/the-taming-of-the-shrew/the-taming-of-the-shrew-a-modern-perspective/
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Shakespeare: Comedy 

Twelfth Night 

General background and introduction 

• Podcasts about Shakespeare’s life – this series of podcasts from The Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust asked 60 experts to talk for 1 minute on a key element of 
Shakespeare. These introductory podcasts range from looking at Shakespeare’s 
life, his influences and the question over authorship. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. 

• This is a basic overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce 
themes, context and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• An overview of the play from the literariness website which starts to introduce some 
literary criticism. 

• An overview of the plot from the RSC website. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Shakespearean language – an article by Barbara Mowat and Paul Werstine, the 
editors of the Folger Shakespeare Library Shakespeare Editions. 

• Learning Zone: Twelfth Night – the RSC website provides lesson ideas and analysis 
of language, character and setting/staging. 

• Key Scenes - The Globe – in this interactive learning tool from The Globe, the use of 
language and its effectiveness is discussed using key scenes from the 2016 
production. 

• Communication – in this video from the National theatre, the director of the 2016 
production discusses the importance of language in shaping meaning and 
communicating the play’s themes. There is another on the same site discussing the 
use of love language. 

• Festive word play and riddles – this article from the British Library website discusses 
how Shakespeare’s use of setting, comedy, festivity and word play all help to shape 
the overall meaning of the play. 

Contexts 

• Dates, Sources and History – an overview of the date of the play and the time it was 
written in. 

• Marriage and courtship – this webpage from the British Library collates looks at the 
depiction of marriage and courtship in Shakespeare plays, including Twelfth Night. 

• Contexts – this collection of documents from the British Library provides lots of 
information about the different contexts which inform the text. There is also a 
teaching pack about how Shakespeare creates comedy by subverting early modern 
ideas about gender. 

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/podcasts/60-minutes-shakespeare/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Twelfth-Night/plot-summary/
https://literariness.org/2020/07/26/analysis-of-william-shakespeares-twelfth-night/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/twelfth-night/the-plot
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/twelfth-night/reading-shakespeares-language-twelfth-night/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/twelfth-night
http://2016.playingshakespeare.org/language
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQo-g5q8ozU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EjDdpv9Bt9c&amp;t=26s
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/twelfth-night-and-festive-comedy
https://www.rsc.org.uk/twelfth-night/about-the-play/dating-the-play
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/marriage-and-courtship
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/shakespeare-putting-twelfth-night-in-context-a-summary-of-sources
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/shakespeare-twelfth-night-festive-comedy-gender-and-confusion
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/shakespeare-twelfth-night-festive-comedy-gender-and-confusion
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Other interpretations 

• Comedy – an overview of comedy from the British Library website. 

• A modern perspective – an article by Catherine Belsey on the Folger Shakespeare 
Library website. 

• Twelfth Night Articles – the British Library website provides a number of interesting 
articles from Michael Dobson, Francois Laroque and other leading academics 
around the key themes and issues discussed in Twelfth Night. 

Productions and notes from directors/performers 

• Production from the Globe – NB: there is a charge to rent this from the site. 

• Past productions from the RSC – this webpage from the RSC website discusses 
previous productions and links to further information about each production. 

• National Theatre page – the National Theatre production from 2017 contain 
interviews, articles and images from the play. 

• Twelfth Night at the NT – this selection of videos from the 2017 production discusses 
a number of elements of the play such as language, gender, mistaken identity and 
disguises. Some of the videos have also been referenced in the links above and 
may be useful when discussing how meanings are shaped. 

  

https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/an-introduction-to-shakespeares-comedy
https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/twelfth-night/twelfth-night-a-modern-perspective/
https://www.bl.uk/works/twelfth-night
https://globeplayer.tv/videos/twelfth-night
https://www.rsc.org.uk/twelfth-night/past-productions
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/shows/twelfth-night
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVI4JBQOxeM&amp;list=PLJgBmjHpqgs6O9FCpO4l3W-UER4b-_e_J
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Pre-1900 

Doctor Faustus  

General background and introduction 

• Life and times of Christopher Marlowe – this page, on the Marlowe Society website, 
provides a useful overview of Marlowe’s life. There are also links on the site to 
further reading. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, 
context and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• An overview of the play from the literariness website which starts to introduce some 
literary criticism. 

• An overview of the plot from the RSC website. 

• Christopher Marlowe – a website with details about Marlowe’s life, essays about his 
work and other useful sources. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Open University resources – these resources on the Open University website 
discuss Marlowe’s use of language and discuss the plays main themes. 

• RSC Teacher pack - the RSC website provides lesson ideas and analysis of 
language, character and setting/staging. 

• Royal Holloway resources – this teacher pack and video look at the main themes of 
Marlowe’s work and discuss key passages. 

• Penguin teacher guide – this signet guide discusses the play, and the ways meaning 
are shaped. 

Contexts 

• Dates, Sources and History – an overview of the play and how it is linked to the 
Faust story. 

• Religion and magic – this article by Liza Picard from the British Library web 
investigates how Elizabethans viewed the idea of magic and religion. 

• Contexts – this collection of documents from the British Library provides lots of 
information about the different contexts which inform the text. 

• Elizabethan religion and revisions of the play – this series of podcasts, delivered by 
Emma Smith from Oxford University, discusses a number of plays written at the 
time of Shakespeare. Marlowe’s play is no. 6 in the series. 

• Tragedy – an overview of tragedy from the Literariness website. 

  

http://www.marlowe-society.org/christopher-marlowe/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Doctor-Faustus/plot-summary/
https://literariness.org/2020/07/29/analysis-of-christopher-marlowes-doctor-faustus/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/doctor-faustus/the-plot
http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/marlowe.htm
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/ocw/mod/oucontent/view.php?id=1835&amp;printable=1
https://cdn2.rsc.org.uk/sitefinity/education-pdfs/teacher-packs/edu-doctorfaustus-teacherpack-2016.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.royalholloway.ac.uk/research-and-teaching/departments-and-schools/english/about-us/teacherhub/teaching-resources/doctor-faustus/
https://www.penguin.com/static/pdf/teachersguides/faustus.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Faust-literary-character
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/witchcraft-magic-and-religion
https://www.bl.uk/works/doctor-faustus
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/not-shakespeare-elizabethan-and-jacobean-popular-theatre
https://literariness.org/2018/07/23/tragedy-an-introduction/
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Productions and other useful links 

• Production from the Globe – NB: there is a charge to rent this from the site. 

• Interview with RSC Actors – this video is an interview with actors from the 2016 
production of the play at the RSC. 

• Doctor Faustus Act 5 scenes 2-3 – this video, with a short commentary, is taken from 
the performance at The Globe. 

• BBC Radio Drama – this radio drama, produced in 1995, is a traditional reading of 
the play. 

  

 

https://www.globeplayer.tv/videos/doctor-faustus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kL-S0Vy6hn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Cu1k73icss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dt9VhFFqV8E
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Pre-1900 

The Duchess of Malfi 

General background and introduction 

• Life and times of John Webster – this page, from BBC arts, gives an outline of John 
Webster and his work as well as useful links to further information about the 
Duchess of Malfi. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context 
and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• The Duchess of Malfi in 60 seconds – the cast from the production at The Almeida 
theatre sum up the play in 60 seconds. 

• An overview of the plot from the RSC website. 

How meanings are shaped 

• BBC Arts resources – these resources from the BBC are linked to the Globe 
Production ‘by candlelight’. This article discusses Webster’s use of light and dark 
imagery. 

• Open University resources – these resources on the OU website talk about the play 
as a whole but also focuses on how meanings are shaped by Webster as well as 
suggesting further reading. 

• Open University Podcasts – this series of podcasts discusses Webster’s text and 
how the play could be staged and presented to an audience. 

• Almeida Theatre resources – although these are more focussed on A level Drama, 
there are some resources that examine how meanings are shaped – particularly the 
section on ‘directorial challenges’ which discusses the death of the Duchess. 

• Negative emotions in Webster’s plays – this article from the University of Lancaster 
conducts a statistical analysis of the emotions portrayed in Webster’s plays against 
Shakespeare’s tragedies. An interesting angle to take and there are some insights 
into Webster’s writing style. 

Contexts 

• Dates, Sources and History – an overview of the play and information about the real 
Duchess of Malfi. 

• Gender and class – this series of podcasts, delivered by Emma Smith from Oxford 
University, discusses a number of plays written at the time of Shakespeare. 
Webster’s play is no. 17 in the series. 

• Contexts – this collection of documents from the British Library provides lots of 
information about the different contexts which inform the text. 

• Jacobean Revenge Tragedy – a simple overview of the genre from the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica which has links to other sources and further reading. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4Vnk5f33hwsqPbZ0ZJWnKZq/the-duchess-of-malfi-john-websters-life
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Duchess-of-Malfi/plot-summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcbXVTv0h6Q
https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-duchess-of-malfi/plot
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/37mmHnp3Pwf4TrT9GT8Ywtn/the-duchess-of-malfi-darkness-and-light
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/ocw/mod/oucontent/view.php?id=1796&amp;printable=1
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/duchess-of-malfi-deconstructing-the-play-for-ipod-iphone/id470843398
https://almeida.co.uk/the-duchess-of-malfi-learning-resources
http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/shakespearelang/files/2018/04/John-Webster-the-dark-and-violent-playwright.pdf
https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-duchess-of-malfi/about-the-play/dates-and-sources
https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-duchess-of-malfi/about-the-play/the-real-duchess-of-amalfi
https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-duchess-of-malfi/about-the-play/the-real-duchess-of-amalfi
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/not-shakespeare-elizabethan-and-jacobean-popular-theatre
https://www.bl.uk/people/john-webster
https://www.britannica.com/art/revenge-tragedy
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Productions and other useful links 

• Production from the Globe – NB: there is a charge to rent this from the site. 

• The Duchess Speaks  – three interviews with Joan Iyiola, who played the Duchess in 
the RSC production. In these interviews, she discusses the character of the 
Duchess and her relationships in the play. 

• BBC Arts page – this page contains videos of the key scenes from the production at 
the Globe as well as interviews with Gemma Arterton who played the Duchess. 

• BBC Radio Drama – this radio drama, produced in 1995, is a traditional reading of 
the play. 

https://globeplayer.tv/videos/the-duchess-of-malfi
https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-duchess-of-malfi/the-duchess-speaks
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2lgYCM97SXBVgwnBNKM2VXy/a-tragedy-by-candlelight
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dt9VhFFqV8E
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Pre-1900 

The Importance of Being Earnest  

General background and introduction 

• Life of Oscar Wilde – a brief overview of the playwright’s life. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, 
context and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• Victoria and Albert Museum – this short guide from the Victoria and Albert Museum 
outlines the plot of the play as well as providing some information about Oscar 
Wilde and the history of the play. 

• Oscar Wilde podcast – a series of podcasts from the University of Oxford giving an 
overview of Oscar Wilde’s life and his works. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Poetry Foundation – a useful overview of Wilde’s life and works. 

• with some analysis of the way he shapes meaning in The Importance of Being 
Earnest. 

• Literary analysis of The Importance of Being Earnest – this overview of the play also 
looks into Wilde’s use of language and how he shapes meaning. 

• Characterisation – this article from Thoughtco.com looks at how Wilde shapes 
meaning through his male characters. There is also an article on the same website 
about female characters. 

• Penguin guide – this PDF on the penguin website is a teacher guide including plot, 
characters and language. 

Contexts 

• Satire and Comedy – in the article from the British Library website, Professor John 
Stokes discusses Wilde’s comedy and how it was viewed by Victorian audiences. 

• Aestheticism and Decadence – in this article, also from the British Library website, 
Dr Carole Burdett discusses Victorian Aestheticism and Decadence and references 
Oscar Wilde. 

• Wilde's own life – in this short PDF guide, the Museum of London provides 
information about Wilde’s play and how his personal life influenced the plot and the 
themes. 

• Gender roles in the 19th century – this article from the British Library website 
outlines the roles of men and women in Victorian society. 

Productions and other useful links 

• History of theatre productions – this webpage from the V&A website provides a brief 
history of the theatre productions of the play. 

https://www.wilde-online.info/oscar-wilde-biography.htm
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Importance-of-Being-Earnest/plot-summary/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/page/t/the-importance-of-being-earnest/
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/oscar-wilde
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/oscar-wilde
https://literariness.org/tag/the-importance-of-being-earnest/
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-importance-of-being-earnest-male-characters-2713502
https://www.thoughtco.com/gwendolen-cecily-importance-of-being-earnest-2713195
https://www.penguin.com/static/pdf/teachersguides/the_importance_of_being_earnest.pdf
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-importance-of-being-earnest
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/aestheticism-and-decadence
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/application/files/8016/1357/0310/lr-secondary-schools-teacher-resources-lgbt-history-oscar-wilde.pdf
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gender-roles-in-the-19th-century
http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/t/importance-of-being-earnest-notable-productions/
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• Vaudeville Theatre – this webpage from The Vaudeville Theatre provides some 
history of the play and their productions as well as some videos. 

• Review of the play – this review from 1895 was written at the time the play was first 
performed. 

• 2002 film production – this film clip features interviews with the cast and director of 
the 2002 film production of the play starring Judi Dench as Lady Bracknell. 

http://www.importanceofbeingearnest.co.uk/category/past-productions/
https://sites.broadviewpress.com/lessons/DramaAnthology/ArcherOnWilde/ArcherOnWilde2.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ccqJYBT1uM
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Pre-1900 

The Rover 

General background and introduction 

• Overview of The Rover – this brief summary provides an overview of the plot as well 
as an overview of Behn’s life. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, 
context and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• Overview of Aphra Behn’s Life – this article from the Literary Hub looks at Behn’s life 
and work. 

• Overview of Aphra Behn’s life and works – this article reviews Behn’s life, work and 
influences. 

• How meanings are shaped 

• Characterisation – this teaching pack from the British Library looks at how Behn 
used character types and tropes associated with carnival to create meanings in her 
play. 

• Literary analysis – this overview of the play also looks into Behn’s use of language 
and how she shapes meaning. 

• Disguise - in this video, Professor Judith Hawley discusses Behn’s use of disguise 
and female characters in The Rover. 

• A bit Lit – a discussion about The Rover with academics working on the Behn 
project. 

Contexts 

• Historical and social contexts – in this article on the British Library website, Elaine 
Hobby discusses The Rover and its contexts. 

• Restoration comedy – in this article, also from the British Library website, Diane 
Maybank discusses Restoration comedy and its main genre features. 

• BBC podcasts – Melvyn Bragg discusses Aphra Behn and the time she was writing 
in. 

• Reading the Past – this video discusses Aphra Behn. Towards the end of the video, 
the presenter discusses how Behn’s legacy and how she was viewed by other 
writers. 

Productions and other useful links 

• RSC Production – the RSC website provides details about the play as well as 
videos and pictures from the play. 

• Janet Todd – the academic and author discusses her book about Behn in this article 
on the Historia website.  

https://www.bl.uk/works/the-rover
https://www.bl.uk/people/aphra-behn
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Rover/plot-summary/
https://lithub.com/the-first-english-woman-to-make-a-living-as-a-writer-was-also-a-spy/
http://www.luminarium.org/eightlit/behn/behnbio.htm
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/restoration-aphra-behn-the-rover
https://literariness.org/2020/09/18/analysis-of-aphra-behns-the-rover/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-QvTYTeCNPM
https://www.aphrabehn.online/aphra-behn-gets-a-bit-lit/
https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/the-rover-an-introduction
https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/an-introduction-to-restoration-comedy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0977v4t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EsGvB5Vuokc
https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-rover/
http://www.historiamag.com/aphra-behn-secret-life/
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Post-1900 

A Streetcar Named Desire 

General background and introduction 

• Life of Tennessee Williams – a brief overview of the playwright’s life. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be used at the start of the course to introduce themes, 
context and characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• Penguin guide – this short ‘signet’ guide gives an overview of the play as well as 
information about Williams. 

• Kindness of Strangers – a series of student friendly podcasts. Each episode 
explores a key theme, character or context. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Poetry Foundation – a useful overview of Williams’ life and works –with some 
analysis of the way he shapes meaning in Streetcar. 

• Literary analysis of Streetcar – this overview of the play also looks into Williams’ use 
of language and how he shapes meaning. 

• Characterisation – this sample from the Hodder Education guide provides some 
insight into the themes of the play and Williams’ use of character. 

• Setting – this article from the Thoughtco.com website investigates the use of setting 
and how the characters react to their surroundings. This website also talks about 
the themes and symbols within the play. 

• University of Kent – in this short talk for A level students, Dr Will Norman discusses 
Streetcar. 

Contexts 

• Morgan Library exhibition – the website for this exhibition on Tennessee Williams 
and his work contains a lot of interesting contextual details about Williams and his 
work. 

• Origins of the play – this is a podcast from NPR discussing the background to 
Williams’ play. 

• Women and gender – this is a podcast from Women’s Hour in 2006 discussing 
Williams’ portrayal of women in his plays. 

• Review of the play (1947) – this review from the New Yorker shows the reception to 
the play at the time it was performed. NB: access to this article may require a one-
off sign in. 

Productions and other useful links 

• Young Vic Production – a selection of videos and interviews from the Young Vic 
production of the play from 2020. 

https://historicmissourians.shsmo.org/tennessee-williams
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/A-Streetcar-Named-Desire/plot-summary/
https://www.penguin.com/static/pdf/teachersguides/streetcar.pdf
https://anchor.fm/kindnessofstrangers/episodes/Our-Playwright-Tennessee-Williams-ep5505
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/tennessee-williams
https://literariness.org/2020/10/13/analysis-of-tennessee-williamss-a-streetcar-named-desire/
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/English/Study_and_Revise-A-Street-Car-Named-Desire-Streetcar_sample_material.pdf
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-setting-of-a-streetcar-named-desire-2713530
https://www.thoughtco.com/a-streetcar-named-desire-themes-4685189
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThIM7g8BEVg&amp;list=PLoATYPZj_hVIxkri7gfr7O1cM68E-squw&amp;index=1
https://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/tennessee-williams
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1150444
https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/womanshour/2006_04_mon_01.shtml
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1947/12/13/lower-depths-southern-style
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJgBmjHpqgs4L4vHeVyFuYIxVkJm2UAtx
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• The Rapture Theatre Production – this webpage from The Rapture Theatre, a 
Scottish touring company, also includes some interesting articles about language 
and production as well as interviews, photos and videos about the production. 

• Review of the film version of the play – the film of the play, released in 1951 was 
directed by Elia Kazan and starring Marlon Brando as Stanley was a huge success 
and won many awards. This review, from the New York State film writer’s 
association, looks at the film in relation to the play. 

  

http://rapturetheatre.co.uk/index.php?option=com_k2&amp;view=item&amp;id=43%3Aa-streetcar-named-desire
https://www.albany.edu/writers-inst/webpages4/filmnotes/fns04n5.html
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Post-1900 

Waiting for Godot 

General background and introduction 

• Overview of Waiting for Godot – this brief summary provides an overview of the plot as 
well as some analysis of the play. 

• An overview of the play and the main themes from Course Hero. This is a basic 
overview which could be use at the start of the course to introduce themes, context and 
characters before looking at the play in more depth. 

• Overview of Samuel Beckett's Life and works – this article from the Poetry Foundation 
discusses Beckett’s work with some discussion of Waiting for Godot. 

• Overview of Samuel Beckett's life and works – this article from the British Library website 
is an overview of Samuel Beckett’s life and work. There are also links to other articles 
on the website. 

How meanings are shaped 

• Dramatic Structure – in this article, from the British Library website, Chris Power 
discusses Beckett’s play and how he shapes meaning. 

• Literary analysis – this overview of the play also looks into Beckett’s imagery and how 
he shapes meaning. 

• Why should we read Waiting for Godot – these lessons, produced by TedEd include a 
short animated video, some quizzes and opportunity to open the discussion about the 
work and its themes. 

• Plot (or lack of it) – this podcast on the BBC world service discusses how Waiting for 
Godot uses plot to convey meaning. 

• Theatre and language – this video of a talk from the University of Oxford discusses how 
Beckett shapes meaning in his play. 

Contexts 

• Historical and social contexts – the Wikipedia page for the play is very detailed and 
provides a good starting point for further reading about the historical and social 
contexts of the play. 

• Contexts – this YouTube presentation, presented by an educational company based in 
Australia, talks about the contexts in Waiting for Godot. 

• Theatre of the Absurd – this article on the British Library website discusses the Theatre 
of the Absurd. 

• Tragi-comedy – this article discusses Waiting for Godot as a tragi-comedy. 

  

https://interestingliterature.com/2021/06/beckett-waiting-for-godot-summary-analysis/
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Waiting-for-Godot/plot-summary/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/samuel-beckett
https://www.bl.uk/people/samuel-beckett
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/an-introduction-to-waiting-for-godot
https://literariness.org/2020/07/27/analysis-of-samuel-becketts-waiting-for-godot/
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/why-should-you-read-waiting-for-godot-iseult-gillespie#watch
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3cswpsb
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-and-events/theatre-and-language-samuel-beckett-waiting-for-godot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waiting_for_Godot
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tgJ4ApcHok
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/nonsense-talk-theatre-of-the-absurd
https://literaturetimes.com/waiting-for-godot-as-tragicomedy/
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Productions and other useful links 

• Beckett Directs Beckett – this production, from 1953, was directed by Samuel Beckett. 

• Abbey – the Abbey theatre production of the play with some pictures and a video of the 
production 

• Beckett's Global Journey – this interesting article on the British Library website 
discusses the different productions of the play around the world.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqpjddXaw4E
https://www.abbeytheatre.ie/whats-on/waiting-for-godot/
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/your-godot-was-our-godot-becketts-global-journeys

