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AS English Literature: course planner
	Autumn 1


	· Drama

	Autumn 2
	· Poetry

	Spring 1
	· Prose

	Spring 2
	· Prose

· Paper 2 mock exam

	Summer 1
	· Poetry

· Paper 1 mock exam

	Summer 2
	· Revision
· AS exams


Year 1

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	Text: Dr Faustus
(6 weeks)

Focus on CONTEXT

Pre-reading activities should focus on student research into the contexts in which the play was produced and is received:

· Marlowe’s biography and influences

· the rise of Renaissance humanism

· the Faust legend

· contemporary attitudes to magic and the supernatural

· the Renaissance theatre.
Shared reading of the play. Students complete a reading journal with comments on characterisation, themes, setting, dramatic techniques and audience response.

Focus on LITERARY CONTEXTS …:

· links to Morality plays

· explorations of tragedy/tragic hero

· political satire

… and THEMES:

· good vs. evil

· grace vs. damnation

· attitudes to Catholicism

· fate vs. free will.
Re-reading of the play. Students add to their initial comments and focus on the structure of the play, techniques such as the use of the chorus, elements of comedy, etc.

Introduction/revision of appropriate dramatic terminology: e.g. soliloquy, dramatic irony, tragedy, tragic hero, allegory, antithesis, expository prologue, etc.

Students complete essays on key aspects of the play, responding to a given perspective or opinion – e.g. characterisation, effects of language/poetic techniques, dramatist’s handling of themes – always linking to the contexts in which the play was produced and is received.
	Introduction to Poetry 
(2 weeks)

· Links to poetry study at GCSE

Students are introduced to a range of contemporary poetry and encouraged to read and annotate:

· metre, rhythm, rhyme

· the structure of the poem

· unusual words

· grammatical features

· repetition/predominance

· language/register

· rhetorical features – metaphor, simile, hyperbole, personification, etc.

· punctuation
· allusions and references

· tone.
..........................................................
Text: Poems of the Decade
(4 weeks)

Focus on COMPARISON

Students work through the poems, exploring and analysing, building on analytical work from GCSE and developing skills of comparison.




	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	Introduction to prose linking theme:

Science and Society

Students explore and discuss issues around science in society – e.g. utopias and dystopias, science vs. nature, ethical debates, etc. – in a range of texts.

Some exploration also of the science fiction genre and its sub-genres. 

(2 weeks)

..........................................................
Focus on CONTEXTS and COMPARISON

Text: The Handmaid’s Tale
(5 weeks)

Pre-reading activities should focus on student research into the contexts in which the novel was produced and is received:

· 20th-century debates around feminism

· reaganite policies in the US

· rise of the religious right

· environmental concerns in the 20th century
· Links to other texts – near-future dystopias.
While reading the novel, students complete a reading journal with comments on characterisation, themes, setting, narrative techniques and reader response.

Focus on THEMES:

· gender relations/feminism

· reproduction
· religion; fundamentalism

· language and power

· dissidence/conformity

· human nature.
Re-reading of the novel. Students add to their initial comments and focus on the narrative structure, use of imagery and symbolism, explorations of language, etc. 

Introduction/revision of appropriate terminology: e.g. narrative point of view, flashback, motifs, satire, biblical allusion, etc.

Students complete essays on key aspects of the novel: e.g. characterisation, impact of setting, effects of narrative techniques, writer’s exploration of themes – always linking to the contexts in which the novel was produced and is received.
	Text: Frankenstein
(5 weeks)

Focus on CONTEXTS and COMPARISON

Pre-reading activities should focus on student research into the contexts in which the novel was produced:

· Shelley’s childhood and literary/ political influences

· 19th-century debates around science, social progress: e.g. Galvani, Darwin, etc.

· significance of the Prometheus myth

· Romanticism and the rise of the Gothic.
While reading the novel, students complete a reading journal with comments on characterisation, themes, setting, narrative techniques and reader response.

Focus on DIFFERENT READINGS:

· criticism of contemporary politics/social attitudes

· response to creator vs. creation argument

· affirmation of religious conservatism

· condemnation of man’s rejection of nature

· exploration of the notion of the noble savage

· warning against scientific exploration.
Students add to their initial comments and focus on the narrative structure, use of imagery and symbolism, dialect, etc. 

Introduction/revision of appropriate terminology: e.g. epistolary form, frame narrative, distancing, ‘Gothic doubling’, etc.

Students complete essays on key aspects of the novel: e.g. characterisation, impact of settings, effects of narrative techniques, writer’s exploration of themes - always linking to the contexts in which the novel was produced and is received.

..........................................................
Students explore contrasts and comparisons between the two novels, with due regard to the theme of Science and Society. (1–2 weeks)

One way in might be to compare and contrast the novels as examples of science fiction, encouraging students to explore them both in terms of genre features such as:

· stock SF characters

· plot devices

· physical settings

· political/cultural settings

· sex and gender

· themes
· style elements.
(Students may like to begin their work by researching the elements of literary science fiction online)
Revision and informal assessment opportunity using SAMs. 


	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Text: Poems of the Decade (remaining poems and revision from autumn term)

Focus on COMPARISON
(6 weeks)

Students work through the poems, exploring and analysing, building on analytical work from term 1 and developing skills of comparison.

Students are introduced to strategies for scaffolding comparisons between poems in preparation for paper 1 Section A mock.
	Thorough revision
(4 weeks)

· Students revise the drama and prose texts from the autumn and spring terms.
· Students practise writing timed essays.
· Students focus on comparing texts in poetry and prose responses, responding to a given perspective in drama and on exploring contexts in drama and prose responses.

..........................................................
AS formal examinations:

Component 1: Poetry and Drama
2 hours

Component 2: Prose
1 hour

..........................................................
The post-exam period could be used to work on wider study/reading projects such as the EPQ. There are obvious possibilities for students to pursue topics they’ve met in this course: e.g. science and its relation to society. Students might wish to research science topics from an ethical/philosophical perspective or they may wish to explore other literary texts that explore this topic and so on.
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