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Introduction 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to A level English Literature Paper 3: Poetry (9ET0/03).

• The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2019 summer examination 
series. The questions papers and mark schemes can be found on the Pearson website 
here.

• In this pack, you will find a sample of responses; examiner commentaries and marks.

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 03330 164120 or via here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2018
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
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Section A 

Script 1: Question 1 
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Script 2: Question 1 
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Script 3: Question 2 
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Script 4: Question 2 
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Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Script 1 Question 1 

This keeps linking the poems and has some organisation but lacks a real sense 
of the texts as poems.  

Surface understanding is demonstrated in places, though it’s thin on the unseen 
and the Agbabi is imperfectly understood. 

Level 2: 8 marks 

Script 2 Question 1 

The structure improves during the course of this response.  

Although some readings are on the surface, there are instances of relevant 
detail on relationships. These lift this response into low Level 3. 

Level 3: 14 marks 

Script 3 Question 2 

This response is typical of much work at Level 3. This response combines some 
perceptive analysis with more straightforward elements. AO4 is nicely integrated 
around links from the taught poem to the unseen, with a focus on technique. 

Level 3: 17 marks 

Script 4 Question 2 

This is an integrated and confident response with embedded quotation.  

It shows discriminating understanding through controlled, evaluative elements. 
AO4 is well-developed. 

Level 4: 22 marks 
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Section B 

Script 5: Question 5 
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Script 6: Question 12 
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Script 7: Question 14 
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Script 8: Question 26 
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Script 9: Question 22 
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Script 10: Question 26 
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Exemplar Scripts 
Commentaries – Section B   



 

 

62 

Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Section B 

Script 5 This is clear and reasonably well structured.  

Despite some more straightforward sections, there is a clear sense of 
Chaucer as the poet who has fashioned the presentation of the Wife.  

Context is mostly well-integrated.  

Level 3: 14 marks 

Script 6 A controlled, discriminating and evaluative response with a detailed grasp of 
the Romantic context and ideas.  

Demonstrates all that could reasonably be asked of Level 5.  

Level 5: 30 marks 

Script 7 A clear, purposeful argument with ample AO3 (though in places this lacks 
clear links to the text).  

AO2 lacks sophistication; on balance this is a mid-Level 4 response. 

Level 4: 22 marks 

Script 8 Addresses the question, though AO1 is rather convoluted and in places 
repetitive.  

This shows confidence in proposing alternative readings, though ‘Remember’ 
isn’t explored fully and it’s thinner on AO3.  

A borderline Level 4 example. 

Level 4: 19 marks 

Script 9 This has a structure, though there is much repetition and paraphrase.  

AO2 is not very strong; the text is cited but readings are on the surface.  

AO3 is superficial and tagged on – an aspect that pulls this down to the border 
of Level 2. 

Level 2: 7 marks 

Script 10 Good choice of second poem, though the analysis isn’t developed.  

There are glimpses of the tension in the poems, though this is only fitfully 
explored in any depth.  

There is an attempt to explain the literary context of the Movement, though 
this too isn’t developed.   

Level 3: 14 marks 

 


