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Introduction 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to A level English Literature Paper 2: Prose (9ET0/01).

• The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2019 summer examination 
series. The questions papers and mark schemes can be found on the Pearson website 
here.

• In this pack, you will find a sample of responses; examiner commentaries and marks.

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 03330 164120 or via here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2018
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
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Exemplar Scripts  
 

Script 1: Question 2 – Hard Times and The Color Purple 

 

Script 2: Question 3 – Heart of Darkness and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

 

Script 3: Question 7 – Frankenstein and The Handmaid’s Tale 

 

Script 4: Question 7 – Frankenstein and Never Let Me Go 

 

Script 5: Question 8 – The Handmaid’s Tale and Frankenstein 

 

Script 6: Question 9 – Dracula and The Picture of Dorian Gray 

 

Script 7: Question 10 – Dracula and The Picture of Dorian Gray 

 

Script 8: Question 11 – Wuthering Heights and A Thousand Splendid Suns 

 

Script 9: Question 12 – Tess of the D’Urbervilles and A Thousand Splendid Suns 

 

Script 10: Question 12 – Mrs Dalloway and Tess of the D’Urbervilles 
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Script 1: Question 2 – Hard Times and The Color Purple 
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Script 2: Question 3 – Heart of Darkness and The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn 
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Script 3: Question 7 – Frankenstein and The Handmaid’s Tale. 
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Script 4: Question 7 – Frankenstein and Never Let Me Go 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

20 

 

 

 



 

 

21 

 



 

 

22 

 

 



 

 

23 

 

 



 

 

24 

 

 



 

 

25 

  



 

 

26 

Script 5: Question 8 – The Handmaid’s Tale and Frankenstein 
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Script 6: Question 9 – Dracula and The Picture of Dorian Gray 
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Script 7: Question 10 – Dracula and The Picture of Dorian Gray 
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Script 8: Question 11 – Wuthering Heights and A Thousand Splendid Suns 
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Script 9: Question 12 – Tess of the D’Urbervilles and A Thousand Splendid Suns 
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Script 10: Question 12 
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Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Script 1 Hard Times and The Color Purple Q2 

This is a mid-Level 2 answer. Points are straightforward and usually relevant, 
but occasionally narrative and the candidate does not always focus on changing 
relationships.  

Comparisons and rather thin and contextual references are made, but not 
always linked to the question. 

AO1 and AO2 – Level 2: 6 marks 

AO3 and AO4 – Level 2: 7 marks 

Script 2 Heart of Darkness and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Q3 

A controlled and logical argument that is fluent and persuasive.  Evidence of 
awareness of craft of writer.   

Although there is a stronger focus on Heart of Darkness, the section on 
Huckleberry Finn is developed with some perceptive and discriminating 
analysis.   

The strong context keeps this response in Level 4 despite the lack of 
connections.  This response is so much stronger than Level 3 ‘clear’ 

AO1 and AO2 – Level 4 : 16 marks 

AO3 and AO4 – Level 4 :  14 marks 

Script 3 Frankenstein and The Handmaid’s Tale Q7 

This is a slightly problematic response; while well written and quite perceptive, 
the short length limits the mark.  

There is clarity and relevance to the arguments put forward (warnings about the 
dangers of science in Frankenstein, warnings about the effects of totalitarian 
government on women’s rights in Handmaid’s Tale) and some understanding of 
the writer’s craft is shown although there is not much explicit textual reference.  
There is just enough to get into Level 3 in the first grid.  

Some contexts are considered but only briefly. The texts are connected but 
there is not enough detail to be rewarded as more than ‘general’, so it is placed 
in Level 2 for the second grid. 

AO1 and AO2 -- Level 3: 9 marks 

AO3 and AO4 – Level 2:  7 marks 



Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Script 4 Frankenstein and Never Let Me Go Q7 

This is a strong Level 5 response which provides a scholarly commentary on the 
warnings about the future.  

The candidate evaluates the text and doesn’t get caught up in word level 
analysis at the expense of overall meaning.  

An integrated approach is adopted fluently. Application of context is a particular 
strength and always linked to authorial intent. 

AO1 and AO2 – Level 5: 18 marks 

AO3 and AO4 – Level 5: 19 marks 

Script 5 The Handmaid’s Tale and Frankenstein Q8 

This is a solid Level 3 response which is clearly structured and demonstrates 
effective and consistent analysis.  

Comparison becomes developed and context is explored in places.  

This response does not do enough to get into Level 4 as it lacks discrimination 

AO1 and AO2 – Level 3: 12 marks 

AO3 and AO4 – Level 3: 13 marks 

Script 6 Dracula and The Picture of Dorian Gray Q9 

This is solid Level 3 response. The first half of the essay is much stronger and 
the candidate does show signs of struggling to develop effective points about 
women later in the essay.  

Context initially considers typical attitudes towards women, worthy of a mid-
Level 3, despite the comments about authors later on.  

Comparisons are clear, relevant and integrated throughout. 

AO1 and AO2 – Level 3: 10 marks 

AO3 and AO4 – Level 3: 11 marks 

Script 7 Dracula and The Picture of Dorian Gray Q10 

This is a top mark essay which meets all the top-Level criteria. 

The candidate has interpreted the question at a sophisticated level and 
evaluates the writer effectively.  

Context and comparison is sophisticated and integrated throughout. 

AO1 and AO2 – Level 5: 20 marks 

AO3 and AO4 – Level 5: 20 marks 
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Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Script 8 Wuthering Heights and A Thousand Splendid Suns Q11 

This is a solid Level 3 response which provides a clear and relevant 
commentary on inequality, despite lapses in expression.  

The argument is clear and consistent, using relevant textual examples and 
discussion of craft.  

Comparisons are made throughout but the response lacks context for A 
Thousand Splendid Suns. 

AO1 and AO2 – Level 3: 12 marks 

AO3 and AO4 – Level 3: 10 marks 

Script 9 Tess of the D’Urbervilles and A Thousand Splendid Suns Q12 

This is a good example of a top Level 2 response.   

There is general rather than clear understanding demonstrated.  Although a 
good effort – more focus on narrative voice is needed.   

The context is general and although there is an attempt at A04, these are only 
general cross-references between the texts.   

Overall this is a good example of a Level 2 ‘surface level’ response. 

AO1 and AO2 – Level 2 : 8 marks 

AO3 and AO4 – Level 2: 8 marks 

Script 10 Mrs Dalloway and Tess of the D’Urbervilles Q12 

This is a good example of a low Level 5. The candidate addresses the 
question in a critical manner pinning down the narrative voice in each text with 
detailed evaluation of the effect. Analysis of craft occasionally loses focus on 
the question preventing a higher mark within Level 5.  

Context, when used, is sophisticated but not fully sustained for a higher mark. 
Finally, connections are sustained and evaluative. 

AO1 and AO2 – Level 5: 17 marks 

AO3 and AO4 – Level 5: 17 marks 


