
A Level 
English  
Literature 

Summer 2019 
Exemplars 

Paper 1: Drama 
(9ET0/01) 

Resources for 
studying poetry for A 
Level

© artwork: Mark Bolitho | Origami photography Pearson Education Ltd/Naki Kouyioumtzis 



2 

Page 

Introduction 3 

Section A: Exemplar Scripts 1–5 4–34 

Section A: Exemplar Script Commentaries 35–37 

Section B: Exemplar Scripts 6–10 38–65 

Section B: Exemplar Script Commentaries 66–69 



3 

Introduction 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to A level English Literature Paper 1: Drama (9ET0/01).

• The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2019 summer examination 
series. The questions papers and mark schemes can be found on the Pearson website 
here.

• In this pack, you will find a sample of responses; examiner commentaries and marks.

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 03330 164120 or via here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
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Exemplar Scripts – Section A 

 
Script 1: Question 3 – Hamlet 

 

Script 2: Question 4 – Hamlet 

 

Script 3: Question 4 –Hamlet 

 

Script 4: Question 8 – Othello 

 

Script 5: Question 8 – Othello 
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Section A 

Script 1: Question 3 – Hamlet 
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Script 2: Question 4 – Hamlet 
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Script 3: Question 4 – Hamlet 
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Script 4: Question 8 – Othello 
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Script 5: Question 8 – Othello 
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Exemplar Script 
Commentaries – Section A  
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Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Section A 

Script 1 Hamlet – Q3 

A good answer. There is fluency and precision of expression and a consistent 
focus on the question (apart from the occasional drifting into a ‘madness’ essay) 
– very much Level 4 on AO1.  

There is some discriminating understanding of how meanings are shaped for 
AO2 (although there is some lengthy word-level analysis and occasional re-
telling) so this is not the top of Level 4.  

Comments on context are well-integrated (especially the material on 
Renaissance ‘humours’) but there’s not quite the range needed for Level 5.  

High Level 4 on Grid 2 – lots of lively critical engagement with critics and 
arguments: developed exploration but not the sustained evaluation of a Level 5. 

AO1, AO2 and AO3 – Level 4: 16 marks 

AO5 – Level 4: 11 marks 

Script 2 Hamlet – Q4 

This response begins in a nicely controlled way but rather loses its focus as it goes on.   

There are some clear, relevant references to alternative readings but these are not 
developed to move into Level 4. 

 

AO1, AO2 and AO3 – Level 3: 11 marks 

AO5 – Level 3: 7 marks 

Script 3 Hamlet – Q4 

This response shows elements of Level 4 for AO1 in its shaping and control, but 
it is mainly “clear” rather than “controlled’. For AO3, there are relevant 
comments, but these are not fully developed.  

 

The response was awarded a Level 4 mark for Grid 2 because of its lively 
engagement with a range of critical ideas and interesting arguments (e.g. 
Gertrude’s limited ‘voice’ in the play). 

 

AO1, AO2 and AO3 – Level 3: 12 marks 

AO5 – Level 4: 10 marks 



Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Script 4 Othello – Q8 

This response is not always clear and is based on a very narrow section of the 
text. There are some errors in expression, and it drifts very far off topic, thus 
relevance is an issue.   It is also very general in term of context (AO3) 

T 

here is some awareness of critical comment, but the same arguments are 
repeated with two quotations again and again.  

 

This is a Level 2 response for both grids 

 

AO1, AO2 and AO3 - Level 2: 7 marks 

AO5 – Level 2: 5 marks 

Script 5 Othello – Q8 

This response gains full marks on both grids.  

There is a conceptual approach all the way through and it is a highly evaluative 
response across all Assessment Objectives. 

 

AO1, AO2 and AO3 – Level 5: 21 marks 

AO5 – Level 5: 14 marks  
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Exemplar Scripts – Section B 

 
Script 6: Question 23 – A Streetcar Named Desire  

 

Script 7: Question 24 – A Streetcar Named Desire  

 

Script 8: Question 24 – A Streetcar Named Desire 

 

Script 9: Question 24 – A Streetcar Named Desire  

 

Script 10: Question 25 – The Importance of Being Earnest 
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Section B 

Script 6: Question 23 – A Streetcar Named Desire: 
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Script 7: Question 24 – A Streetcar Named Desire 
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Script 8: Question 24 – A Streetcar Named Desire 
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Script 9: Question 24 – A Streetcar Named Desire 
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Script 10: Question 25 – The Importance of Being Earnest 
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Exemplar Scripts 
Commentaries – Section B   
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Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Section B 

Script 6 A Streetcar Named Desire Q23 

Fluent and sophisticated. Compelling argument. Excellent use of literary 
context with a strong conceptual understanding of tragedy.  

Sophisticated use of terminology – all used accurately and with discrimination. 

Level 5: 25 marks 

Script 7 A Streetcar Named Desire Q24 

Very much a character study, fairly simply expressed with some general 
assertions.  

AO2 is general and never goes beyond word level; comments on this are 
simple and lack development. AO3 context is also general and often repeated. 

The response is relevant to the task, uses the text and there is an element of 
straightforward organisation. There is an interesting point about Stanley’s 
masculinity and how it can be seen as partly false, but this is not developed.  

Level 2: 7 marks 

Script 8 A Streetcar Named Desire Q24 

This response is clear and relevant.  It stays focused on ‘masculinity’. The 
arguments in the introduction are promising, but they are not realised.  

There is not enough engagement with stagecraft for this response to move 
into Level 4. 

Level 3: 13 marks 

Script 9 A Streetcar Named Desire Q24 

This response just moves into Level 4. There is evidence of some personal 
response, but it’s uneven with the strongest elements appearing in the middle 
of the essay.  There are some moments of discrimination but th e response 
struggles sometimes to use complex ideas.  

The transitions are clear, but not strongly driving an argument. 

Level 4: 16 marks 

Script 10 The Importance of Being Earnest Q25 

This response begins well but drifts a little.  

The arguments are not always developed but it is controlled.   There are some clear 
good points made for AO2 and AO3.  

Level 4: 16 marks 

 


