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Paper 2: Prose

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with marked exemplars of responses to the
June 2016 examination.

Included in this pack:
e Questions from June 2016 paper with exemplar responses

e Scripts
e Examiner commentary on scripts
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QUESTIONS

Answer ONE question on your chosen texts, one of which must be pre-1900.

CHILDHOOD

Texts
Pre-1900: What Maisie Knew, Henry James; Hard Times, Charles Dickens
Post-1900: Atonement, lan McEwan; The Color Purple, Alice Walker

EITHER

Question 1

Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts show how characters mature.
In your answer you must consider the following:

¢ the writers’ methods
¢ links between the texts
¢ relevant contextual factors.
(Total for Question 1 = 44 marks)

OR

Question 2

Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present loneliness.
In your answer you must consider the following:

¢ the writers’ methods
¢ links between the texts
¢ relevant contextual factors.
(Total for Question 2 = 44 marks)
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COLONISATION AND ITS AFTERMATH

Texts

Pre-1900: Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad; The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain
Post-1900: A Passage to India, E M Forster; The Lonely Londoners, Sam Selvon

Question 4

Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the harmful effects of
colonisation.

In your answer you must consider the following:

¢ the writers’ methods
¢ |links between the texts
* relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 4 = 44 marks)

CRIME AND DETECTION

Texts

Pre-1900: Lady Audley’s Secret, Mary Elizabeth Braddon; The Moonstone, Wilkie Collins
Post-1900: In Cold Blood, Truman Capote; The Murder Room, P D James

Question 6

Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts make use of domestic settings.
In your answer you must consider the following:

* the writers’ methods
¢ |links between the texts
¢ relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 6 = 44 marks)
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY

Texts

Pre-1900: Frankenstein, Mary Shelley; The War of the Worlds, H G Wells
Post-1900: Never Let Me Go, Kazuo Ishiguro; The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood

EITHER

Question 7

Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present characters responding to
adversity.

In your answer you must consider the following:

¢ the writers’ methods
¢ |links between the texts
* relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 7 = 44 marks)
OR

Question 8

Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present anxieties about scientific
development.

In your answer you must consider the following:

¢ the writers’ methods
¢ links between the texts
¢ relevant contextual factors.
(Total for Question 8 = 44 marks)
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THE SUPERNATURAL

Texts

Pre-1900: The Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde; Dracula, Bram Stoker
Post-1900: The Little Stranger, Sarah Waters; Beloved, Toni Morrison

EITHER

Question 9

Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts portray the intrusion of the
supernatural into everyday life.

In your answer you must consider the following:
¢ the writers’ methods
¢ links between the texts

¢ relevant contextual factors.
(Total for Question 9 = 44 marks)

OR

Question 10

Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present characters who are haunted.
In your answer you must consider the following:

¢ the writers’ methods

¢ links between the texts

* relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 10 = 44 marks)
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WOMEN AND SOCIETY

Texts

Pre-1900: Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronté; Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Thomas Hardy
Post-1900: Mrs Dalloway, Virginia Woolf; A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini

EITHER

Question 11

Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present women’s experience of
suffering.
In your answer you must consider the following:

¢ the writers’ methods
¢ |links between the texts
* relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 11 = 44 marks)
OR

Question 12

Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the effects of social
conventions on characters.

In your answer you must consider the following:

e the writers’ methods
¢ links between the texts
¢ relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 12 = 44 marks)
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SCRIPT 2 — Question 4
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SCRIPT 3 - Question 8
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SCRIPT 5 — Question 12
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SCRIPT 6 — Question 1
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COMMENTARIES AND MARKS

SCRIPT

QUESTION

COMMENTARY

MARK
AO1-2

MARK
AO3-4

TOTAL
MARK

11

The student focuses on the question well, but does not have much to say. Note the two
small paragraphs on page 3 of the response and the page long conclusion which might have
been more helpful if those points had been developed within the essay. The AO2 is weak,
but some of the context a little better. Couldn't be deemed 'general
understanding/exploration'. AO4 is limited, the texts largely separate until the conclusion.

This script is largely simplistic in its response. The student has not really addressed half of
the question 'the harmful effects of'. There is some merit in the AO2 observations, but the
context is limited and generalised. Connections are a little more than limited given that the
connections are sometimes related to technique/meaning.

11

This response is very context heavy, and sometimes this context is expressed a little
strangely. The expression is clear, but there is a lot missing on anxieties about scientific
development. The candidate is also stronger on Wells than Atwood. Connections are more
than limited, but only a few deemed as having straightforward examples.

12

15

This script is fluent and the expression clear. It does however sometimes stray from the
guestion. The AO2 and 3 do not go beyond general exploration and the response is short,
so there are limited opportunities for depth too. Some of the AO2 choices lack the
exploration we would expect for level 3. The connections between texts are general and
straightforward

14

18

12

This script’s AO1 suffers because the ideas are often muddled and there are some strange
contextual points. However, there is depth in the response, not just surface readings for
AO2. It just moves into level 3 for this reason. The connections fulfil everything in level 3
and just slip into level 4.

15

20
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The candidate does explore the topic, but not consistently. In certain places, the clarity of
the argument in relation to the question focus of how characters mature is lost. There are
some pleasing observations about the writers’ techniques, but again, not always securely
chosen. Context is included but repetitive at times. The connections are straightforward,
mainly signalled by 'also'.

19

23

This response struggles with structure - it strays from the question focus of loneliness, and
appears to dip in and out as if the student is not writing about a whole text. That said, the
AO2 and 3 are better, relevant, and with some nice moments of analysis in places - more
level 4 than AO1. The connections between the texts are nothing more than
'straightforward' however.

23

27

This script is fluent and relevant to the question mostly. There are some issues over arguing
what is a 'domestic setting'. The AO2 is clear, but very little explicit language and structure
analysis. The student is aware of the writer however. The context is clear, but minimal.
AO4 is better, the connections are clear, certainly.

21

27

10

This script reads well, with good focus on the question and return to the 'haunted' idea.
There is a lack of sophistication in the expression and the AO2 observation choices which
prevents it from being level 5. The context is strong. In terms of AO4, the connections are
clear, but a really good candidate would flick between texts more consistently.

27

33

10

AO1 strong in this script; a couple of awkward moments, but largely consistent. AO2 is
clear, and again consistent, but there are issues with the sophistication of the choices — not
‘discriminating’ as in level 5. The context is significant and relevant. Connections between
the texts are consistent and also quite subtle and engaging in places.

28

35
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