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Introduction  

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Literature Paper 2: Section B – Poetry since 1789 
(1ET0/02).  

• The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2023 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.  

• In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.  

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 0333 016 4120 or 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Section B, Part 1: Poetry Anthology 

Question 8: Relationships 

Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a short response that compares My Last Duchess with i wanna be yours. The 
candidate suggests that both poems are about ‘important others’, and comments are 
made about formal and informal language and structure. There is little here and the points 
are rather vague. There are no examples from either poem, but this just slips in to Level 2, 
‘some’. 
 
Level 2 - 5 marks 
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Script 2 

 
 



 

6 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature (1ET0) – Paper 2 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

 
 



 

7 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature (1ET0) – Paper 2 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

 
 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
In this response, the candidate compares My Last Duchess with The Manhunt. The 
candidate makes some relevant points in relation to the chosen second poem, but there is 
a misreading of My Last Duchess. There are contextual comments, but there are 
inaccuracies within them, such as suggesting Armitage returned from war. There is some 
attempt to explore language, such as the use of semantic fields of army and war, negative 
words, simile and noun. There are some relevant contextual comments. This just slips into 
Level 3 for The Manhunt and despite the inaccuracies in relation to My Last Duchess. 
 
Level 3 - 10 marks  
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Question 9: Conflict 

Script 1 

 

 

 

Examiner comment and mark: 
This very short response is difficult to read but is included here to illustrate a rubric 
infringement (where the rule of the question has not been met). One example from Cousin 
Kate is included and the question is used to frame it. As there is only the one comment 
about the named poem and another is not mentioned, this can only be given a low mark in 
Level 1. 
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
The candidate compares Cousin Kate with A Poison Tree. The response becomes a little 
narrative in places and only one example from each poem is provided. There is some 
attempt to explore structure and there is some understanding of both poems. The lack of 
context means the mark cannot be placed at the top of the level. There is ‘some’ here. 
 
Level 2 - 7 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
The candidate compares Cousin Kate with The Class Game. Some points are made for 
each poem, such as the jealousy of the thoughtless cousin, anger at the lord and being 
treated like an object rather than a person in Cousin Kate, and the aggressive, challenging 
tone of The Class Game. An understanding of the poems is demonstrated, and some 
techniques are identified, such as verbs, repetition and tone. The lack of explicit 
comparisons (except for the initial ‘Both’) and contextual comment keeps the mark lower in 
the level. 
 
Level 3 - 10 marks 
  



 

13 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature (1ET0) – Paper 2 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
This is a sustained and thoughtful personal response that compares Cousin Kate with No 
Problem. A wide range of points have been made, including: the ways the speaker is used 
and disregarded in one poem and issues of racism in the other; the feelings of inhumane 
treatment and confusion, the use of caesura, metaphors, repetition, nouns, colloquial 
language, phonetical spellings, and more. There is sufficient here to place the response at 
the top of the level as it explores language, structure, form and context. 
 
Level 4 - 16 marks 
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Question 10: Time and Place 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
The candidate compares Hurricane Hits England with Blake’s London. Although the ‘event’ 
in London is not explicitly conveyed, we must assume that the event is the speaker 
conveying his experiences when walking through the city. A range of terminology is 
employed, such as free verse, narrative, structure, similes, rhetorical questions, 
metaphors, adjectives and more. Some ideas could have been developed a little further, 
but a thorough understanding of both poems is demonstrated. Contextual points are made 
and ideas are supported with relevant examples. 
 
Level 4 - 16 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
The candidate compares Hurricane Hits England with Home Thoughts From Abroad. 
Assured knowledge and understanding of both poems are demonstrated in this response. 
A wide range of examples are included and a range of terminology is applied confidently. 
There is some balance of coverage and context is included. Although Nichols comes from 
the Caribbean, the references to Africa do not hinder the mark. (The references to the 
gods coming from Africa are correct, as they travelled from Africa to the Caribbean.)  
 
Level 5 - 20 marks   
  



 

27 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature (1ET0) – Paper 2 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

Question 11: Belonging 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
The candidate compares Captain Cook with Island Man. The candidate explores the 
memories, or recollections of the past, of Landen’s relationship with her brother and Island 
Man’s memories of his island. There is another good point made about the positive 
memories on the garden and ‘emerald island’; however, there is only one quotation and 
identification of the adjective. Holistically, the candidate demonstrates a sound 
understanding of the two poems, but the lack of close analysis hinders progress. Context 
is implicit, with Landen’s memories of happier days spent with her brother. 
 
Level 3 - 9 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
The candidate compares Captain Cook with To My Sister. This is a very thoughtful, 
borderline Level 4/5 response. Exploration of both poems is sustained and a wide range of 
points have bene made, including: addressed to siblings, the personal relationships, 
positive memories and shared appreciation of nature. A range of subject relevant 
terminology is included and used confidently, such as the use of adjectives, semantic 
fields, personification, structure and more. The candidate attempts to justify the use of 
structure and includes contextual comments. There is some imbalance of coverage; more 
comments in relation to To My Sister would have benefited this response further.  
 
Level 5 - 17 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
The candidate compares Captain Cook with To My Sister.  This is an assured and 
perceptive response that considers a wide range of points, especially in the suggested 
time limit of 35 minutes. There is confident analysis of the two poems and contextual 
points are included. Points include the ‘bittersweet tone’, the joys of nature, the semantic 
field of time, comparison of relationships, Landon’s suffering and regret. Terminology is 
applied confidently and includes: tone, semantic fields of time, personification, triplets, 
repetition, imperatives and more. 
 
Level 5 - 20 marks 
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Section B, Part 2: Unseen Poetry 

Question 12: Unseen Poetry 

Script 1 

 

 
 
Examiner commentary and mark: 
 
Transcript: ‘In the poem Warning we are told that when the poet grows old, she’d like to 
wear purple with a red hat’, which is one of her many ideas. Whereas, in Pushing 40, the 
poet has an idea of henna their hair like Colette.’ 
 
Despite the brevity of this response, the candidate makes a comment about both poems 
and includes one example.  
 
Level 1 - 4 marks 
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Examiner commentary and mark: 
 
The candidate demonstrates some understanding of the two poems. There is 
acknowledgement of growing old being fun and how both poets do not care what they will 
look like in old age. A good point is made about how ideas have not changed, despite the 
poems being written at different times. There is one example for each poem, but there is 
very little close analysis or coverage of either poem, but there is some.  
 
Level 2 - 7 marks 
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Examiner commentary and mark: 
 
The candidate demonstrates a clear understanding of both poems and there is some 
balance of coverage.  The candidate suggests that older people are expected to behave, 
but both poets view getting older as a positive and exciting time to look forward to. Some 
examples are included and some terminology is applied, such as repetition, contrasts and 
adjectives. The candidate looks at the overall meaning, language and structure. 
 
Level 3 - 12 marks 
  



 

46 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature (1ET0) – Paper 2 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

Script 4 
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Examiner commentary and mark: 
 
In this sustained response, the candidate considers the experiences of doing new things in 
old age and how the poets show courage and bravery when trying something new. A good 
point is made about how this is their last chance to do so and how they do not care about 
the opinions of others. A range of terminology is employed, such as: verbs, personification, 
repetition, enjambement and sibilance. The candidate has engaged with the poems and 
provides a thoughtful commentary. 
 
Level 4 - 15 marks 
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Examiner commentary and mark: 
 
This is a detailed, personal and assured response. The candidate considers: stereotypes, 
colour contrasts, the use of direct address and how the speakers do not speak badly about 
getting older. There is focused emphasis on comparison and a range of evidence is used 
to support the points made. Terminology is relevant and is applied confidently, such as: 
pronouns, contrasts, similes, rhetorical questions, direct address and enjambement.  
 
Level 5 - 20 marks 
 


