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Introduction

The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of
responses to GCSE English Literature Paper 2: Section A - 19th-century Novel
(1ETO/02).

The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2023 examination series. The
qguestion papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.

In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.

If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 0333 016 4120 or
teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Section A: 19t Century Novel

Question 1: Jane Eyre
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Pearson
Edexcel

Examiner comment and mark:

Part a)

This is a sustained response exploring what Jane sees and hears in the extract. The
candidate systematically works through examples, considering the effect on the reader
and providing examples of Jane’s fear, the frantic and confused events, and Rochester’s
angry tone. A range of language points are made, such as the use of repetition, questions
and tone and all ideas are supported with relevant evidence.

Part b)

The candidate considers the mysterious events of: the red room, when Jane is called to
tend Mr Mason'’s injuries and when the tree is struck by lightning. Although the response is
sustained, there are some inaccuracies when considering the chronology of events, such
as when the tree is struck and comments about the end of the novel.

Part a) - Level 4 - 15 marks
Part b) - Level 3 - 11 marks
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Question 2: Great Expectations
Script 1
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Pearson
Edexcel

Examiner comment and mark:

Part a)

The candidate begins with some contextual comment, which is not assessed in this
question. Points are made about the ‘unusual visitor’ and how the visitor is happy to see
Pip. Following points consider: the visitor’s ‘low class’, the possibility of him being a beggar
and Pip being ‘eager to know him’, which is not entirely correct. The candidate does not
really provide close analysis of language, but there is a range of evidence used and the
candidate is beginning to demonstrate an understanding of the language, such as the
point about ‘Master’.

Part b)

Unfortunately, the candidate uses the extract to answer Part b) of the question. All
examples and points are related to the extract and there are no other points made about
‘elsewhere in the novel’. With regret, the response can only be awarded 1 mark.

Part a) - Level 3 - 9 marks
Part b) - Level 1 - 1 mark
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Question 3: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
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Examiner comment and mark:

Part a)

Close analysis is not sustained, but an understanding of the extract is demonstrated. The
candidate focuses on the ‘duality of man’, and how Jekyll demonstrates the good and bad
sides of his personality. Comment is made about Jekyll freeing his repression and feeling
happier as Hyde, illustrating the ‘dark side of Jekyll’. There is little use of terminology, but
some specific words are selected to support the points made.

Part b)

When exploring ‘bad behaviour’ elsewhere in the novel, the candidate considers two main
areas: Hyde’s trampling of the child and the Carew murder. Some language points are
included; however, language is not assessed in this part of the question.

Part a) - Level 3, 11 marks
Part b) - Level 3, 10 marks
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Question 4: A Christmas Carol
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Pearson
Edexcel

e

Examiner comment and mark:

Part a)

The candidate does not label each part of the response, so we need to use our judgement
where Part b) begins.

Part a) When exploring the extract, the candidate comments on Bob being ‘Tim’s blood
horse’ and how Tiny Tim struggles. Another point is made about the preparations for
Christmas dinner. There is little here, but the candidate attempts to use some evidence.

Part b)

The beginning of Part b) is signposted ‘elsewhere in the novel’. Apt comments are made
about Fezziwig’s Christmas party, Belle, Scrooge at school and his sister, Fan. There is
some here, although links to family life could have been made clearer, as it is rather
implicit.

Part a) - Level 1 - 4 marks
Part b) - Level 2 - 6 marks
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Pearson
Edexcel

Examiner comment and mark:

Part a)

The candidate explores the use of exclamatives and repetition in different parts of the
extract and produces these in Point, Evidence, Technique, Effect on Reader (PETER)
format. Comments are made about the excitement of Martha’s arrival; how Tiny Tim is
‘hurt’ and how sympathy is gained. There are not many examples, but enough to slip into
Level 3.

Part b)

This response begins with some language comment (not assessed in this part of the
question) and explores Scrooge being ‘solitary as an oyster’, Belle and Scrooge’s regret,
and the Cratchits’ happiness, despite the very little they have. There is a sound
understanding of family life elsewhere in the novel, although more could be included.

Part a) - Level 3 - 10 marks
Part b) - Level 3 - 10 marks
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Examiner comment and mark:

Part a)

This is a sustained personal response and relevant subject terminology is used accurately
and appropriately. The candidate considers the use of verbs, repetition, dialogue,
empathy, humour and foreshadowing. There is consideration of how the Cratchit family is
lively, excited, grateful and happy and how their lives contrast with Scrooge’s. All the
examples are relevant and there is thoughtful comment.

Part b)

The candidate considers the family lives of Fred, Marley, Fezziwig and the Cratchits. A
sympathetic reading of the novel is presented, such as the comments about Tiny Tim’s
death. Focus on the question is maintained. There is a breadth of examples, although
more depth, or further exploration of some of these, could have secured full marks.
Knowledge of the novel is assured, and the candidate explores family life in the past,
present and future.

Part a) - Level 4 - 16 marks
Part b) - Level 5 - 18 marks
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Question 5: Pride and Prejudice

Script 1
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Examiner comment and mark:
Please note, the candidate writes Part b) first.
Part a)

This is an assured and perceptive personal response. The candidate comments on how
Jane is excited and is more stereotypical in comparison to Elizabeth. Points include:
contrasts of the sisters, Jane’s innocence and ‘almost childlike’ excitement, Jane’s
admiration of Bingley and how she was ‘flattered’ by him, Jane being unsure of herself and
lacking self-confidence and how Elizabeth has more confidence in her. A wide range of
examples support the points made and terminology is used confidently throughout.

Part b)

When exploring manners, the candidate considers the manners of good and bad
characters and how they reflect reputation, social class and status, such as Lady
Catherine’s and the Bingley sisters’ bad manners. Examples include Darcy’s comments at
the ball, how the Bingley sisters mock the Bennets’ ‘low connections’, Lady Catherine’s
arrogance and lack of manners when commenting on Elizabeth’s piano playing, the
manners of Wickham and Darcy, and much, much more. This is assured, confident,
mature and perceptive.

Part a) - Level 5 - 20 marks
Part b) - Level 5 - 20 marks
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Question 6: Silas Marner
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Examiner comment and mark:

Part a)

This is a confident response and the response reads fluently. A range of points are made
and supported with examples from the extract. Comments on the ways in which Silas is
fatherly, gentle, calming, aware of the child’s well-being, ‘fraternal instincts’, lack of
experience, affection and connection with the child. Some very good points have been
made, such as the child’s ‘gaze’ and ‘soulful connection’. There are few specific examples
of language techniques, but there is comment about the use of verbs and calling the child
‘it’. There is an insight of the relationship between Silas and the child. More close analysis
of specific words or phrases could have secured full marks.
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Part b)

A wide range of points are made about Eppie elsewhere in the novel. Points include:
Eppie’s biological mother, Molly (Farren), how Eppie is kind, loving, caring and
mischievous (such as when she cuts herself away from the loom), how she fills the void in
Silas’ life, Dolly Winthrop’s parenting advice, being a replacement for Silas’ stolen gold,
how she makes Silas more integrated and connected with Raveloe, her interactions with
Godfrey and Nancy and her loyalty and gratitude to Silas. There is no mention of her
relationship with Aaron Winthrop or her later visit to Lantern Yard with Silas, but the
candidate fully engages with the question and there is assured exploration of the
examples provided. There is a depth of detail in this response.

Part a) - Level 5 - 17 marks
Part b) - Level 5 - 20 marks
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Question 7: Frankenstein
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Examiner comment and mark:

Part a)

The candidate considers how Victor initially comments on Elizabeth’s appearance rather
than her personality, suggesting a ‘regal aura about her’ and how she is different from the
rest of the children in her family. There is some comment about Victor’s initial prejudice
and how he is uncaring, rude and classist but eventually becomes loving and kind towards
her. Some points required further explanation, such as comments about Elizabeth’s father
and the ways in which Victor is her ‘keeper’; however, there is confident use of a wide
range of terminology throughout the response.

Part b)

The question asks candidates to explore companionship in the novel; however, the
candidate tends to explore other areas, such as the use of letters, isolation and loneliness,
suffering and relationships. This is a developed, personal response and we have to work
hard to try and find some links with companionship, which is implied but not explicitly
stated. More obvious examples, such as the creature demanding a companion or Clerval’s
companionship to Victor, are not considered. On a ‘best-fit’ basis, and as a thorough
understanding of the novel is demonstrated, a mark in Level 4 is appropriate.

Part a) - Level 5- 17 marks
Part b) - Level 4 - 15 marks
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