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Introduction  

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Literature Paper 1: Section B - Post-1914 Literature – 
British Play (1ET0/01).  

• The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2023 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here. 

• In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.  

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Section B: Post-1914 Literature 

Question 7: An Inspector Calls 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• The response opens with a comment about how stagecraft (lighting and costume) 
contributes to a sense of mystery. 

• The context of class conflict is introduced, followed by a reference to gender 
inequality in the way Sheila probes the mysterious behaviour of Gerald. These are 
seen as two of Priestley’s concerns when writing the play. 

• The ignorance of Mr Birling is cited as an example of mystery but this point is not 
explained clearly. Further points on political context are offered. 

• This is a sound personal response written in an appropriate critical style and 
commenting on context but is not always clearly focused on mystery. A mark 
securely in Level 3 is appropriate. 

• Control of sentence structure, a range of vocabulary and accuracy all contribute to 
an AO4 mark at the top of Level 3. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 3 - 17 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• The initial focus is on the Inspector being ‘the mystery man’. 

• Context is touched upon with mention of ‘upper class snobs’ and ‘tradgically’ but 
there is no subsequent development. 

• There is mention of Sheila’s suspicions but this, too, remains undeveloped. The 
final point is not fully explained. 

• This response is by no means wholly narrative but there is no consistent or secure 
focus. Some awareness of context is present and a mark low in Level 2 is 
appropriate. 

• Sentence structures are not always fully controlled; spelling is generally accurate 
with some slips. A mark in mid-Level 2 is appropriate. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 2 - 8 marks 
AO4 - Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Question 8: An Inspector Calls 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• A perceptive response that shows a high-level of understanding of the entire play 
and how the younger generation are important, particularly through their ‘ability to 
change and develop their opinions’. 

• Points discussed include Sheila’s ‘emotional maturity’ and how she develops as a 
character, moving from a young woman dependant on others, to ‘developing her 
own opinion’ as a result being presented with a ‘new way of thinking’ by the 
Inspector. 

• Discussion also includes how the younger generation show ‘remorse for their 
actions’ and ‘hope for the future’ is also a central aspect throughout the response, 
and this is discussed in a critical style with maturity. 

• Textual examples are wide-ranging, appropriate to the points being discussed and 
are integrated throughout the response, helping to enhance the discussion. 

• Context is interwoven throughout and explores the way Priestley presents the 
younger generation as a way to ‘show hope for the future’ and as a form of ‘political 
propaganda’. 

 
AO1/3 -  Level 5 - 32 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• This response begins with a broad introductory point about the nature of society in 
1912 and the significance of emerging socialist views via the younger generation. 

• The candidate introduces Sheila as their first example and contrasts Priestley’s 
presentation of her with Mr Birling, pointing out that she is portrayed as 
‘sympathetic’. 

• Understanding is developed and fully related to the text as the argument develops 
and the candidate is aware that characters are constructs designed by Priestley for 
a purpose, for example describing Sheila as ‘a mouthpiece to illustrate (Priestley’s) 
views on society’. 

• The argument continues in this vein, moving on to discussion of Eric who is also 
described as Priestley’s mouthpiece and refers to Eric’s line, ‘Why shouldn’t they try 
for higher wages?’ to convey this view that is subsequently consolidated with a 
point on context. 

• Context is well integrated into discussion throughout the answer with references to 
features such as conditions for the working class in 1912 and the nature of 
Edwardian society. 

• The level of detail in the answer reflects the candidate’s developed personal 
response and ability to use well-chosen references. An example of this is in the 
inclusion and introduction of Gerald to the argument, with an insightful point about 
his appearance as a ‘knight in shining armour’ moving into an argument that Gerald 
is motivated by personal gain even though he has the capacity for social 
conscience. He is presented as a contrast to Sheila and Eric and the candidate 
concludes with the concept of the gulf between ‘emerging socialists’ and ‘arrogant 
capitalists’. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 4 - 23 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Question 9: Hobson’s Choice 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• A sound response which opens with an immediate focus on the question and offers 
a relevant personal response.   

• Although there is a tendency to become more narrative at times, the candidate then 
uses these points to demonstrate a sound understanding and interpretation of the 
relationship between Maggie and Hobson 

• The candidate does maintain an appropriate style, however the lack of close 
references to the text stops the response from moving higher up the level. 

• Comment offered on relevant context (eg attitudes to women) is generally sound, 
although there is some confusion over dates. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 3 - 16 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Question 10: Hobson’s Choice 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• This response opens with a reference to the relationship between money and 
status. This is a straightforward, but valid point and goes on to illustrate with 
narrative references to Hobson’s relationship with his daughters and also his 
‘chronic alcoholism’. 

• Focus remains on money and is delivered largely through narrative selection. There 
are some elements of personal response, for example in relation to Hobson’s 
attitude in not paying for his daughters’ marriage as ‘very tight’. 

• Some awareness of relevant contexts is evident through comments on education 
and the ‘massive separation between classes’. These are presented in general 
terms. 

• The candidate makes references to episodes from the play but does not develop 
these in detail, rather focusing on plot, for example commenting on Willie and 
Maggie’s need for a loan without examining in detail or supporting with reference to 
the text. 

• The point about Vicky and Alice choosing two ‘slightly better off men’ is a valid 
example with some elements of personal response but is not executed with secure 
focus. 

• The answer considers Hobson’s dilemma at the end, referring to the difficult 
situation where he has to retain employees but does not want to pay them the sum 
to secure their loyalty.  

•  
AO1/3 - Level 2 - 12 marks 
AO4 - Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Question 11: Blood Brothers 

Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• A simple and straightforward response, which shows limited personal response to 
the significance of the Narrator, although there is an awareness of the text as a play 
and of an audience. 

• There is little evidence of a critical style and little relevant supporting reference to 
the text. 

• The response lacks links to context. 
 
AO1/3 - Level 1 - 4 marks 
AO4 - Level 1 - 2 marks   
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Question 12: Blood Brothers 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• There is relevant consideration of Sammy and his ‘violent tendencies’ which 
includes some discussion of his upbringing and influence on Mickey. 

• Throughout, there is sound contextual comment on the struggles of the working 
class as a factor contributing to violence. 

• The comparison of Sammy (‘he didn’t mean to maliciously hurt’) and Mrs Lyons 
(she ‘could’ve seriously hurt her’) is apposite and there is further consideration of 
Mickey’s violence. 

• This is, therefore, a developed personal response which fulfils all the descriptors in 
Level 3 and merits a mark low in Level 4. 

• The candidate uses a range of vocabulary accurately together with varied and 
controlled sentence structures, meriting a mark in Level 3. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 4 - 21 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 7 marks 
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Question 13: Journey’s End 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• A developed personal response, which meets the requirements of a high Level 4. 

• The candidate discusses different types of bravery featured in the play and covers a 
wide range of characters in some detail, although some points might have been 
developed in more detail. 

• The candidate offers some personal interpretation of events (eg suggesting that 
Stanhope ‘ ..didn’t go home last leave…’  conveys his bravery). 

• A wide range of well-chosen textual examples are embedded throughout the 
response.  

• Sustained comment is made on context and is integrated into the response, 
showing detailed awareness of the relationship between text and context. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 4 - 25 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Question 14: Journey’s End 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• The response begins with a brief thesis statement that humour is used to support 
the soldiers coping with the ‘stresses and effects of war’. 

• The candidate’s awareness of the genre of the text as a play contributes to 
perceptive understanding and discerning choice of references. 

• This response presents a sophisticated and well-illustrated analysis. This is 
exemplified early in the answer with the mature and lucid point that Sherriff 
‘presents humour as the concurrent minimisation of major catastrophe’ supported 
by Hardy and Osborne’s conversation ‘the trench was blown up and came down in 
the men’s tea’. This example is developed in excellent detail. Arguments continue 
with assured and articulate discussion and different ways in which Sherriff uses 
humour are showcased. 

• Another example is the light relief provided by fixating on ‘minimal problems’ 
through exploration of the character of Mason as he ‘abruptly changes the dynamic 
of the scene’. In addition, the point about the confusion of the pineapple chunks 
with the apricot chunks as a distraction is very fluently made. 

• Context is integrated very effectively throughout the answer with convincing 
references to the horrors of WW1 and reference to the response of a post war 
audience’s likely response to the unfolding action. 

• Critical style is developed with focus and maturity, for example on page 3 of the 
answer when the candidate writes that ‘Hardy takes an almost malicious pleasure in 
the sound of the “Minnies”, as “swish-swish-BANG!” On page 5, the candidate 
embeds a relevant and discerning point about the exaggeration of trivial problems 
used as a coping mechanism. There is also a reflection on the use of irony to attack 
the military hierarchy as the candidate develops a nuanced and convincing 
argument that is fully relevant to the question. The conclusion purposefully 
consolidates arguments and ideas in an assured and erudite style. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 5 - 32 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Question 15: The Empress 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• The response shows a sustained understanding of how Gupta presents the 
character of Queen Victoria in the play and how she is significant in juxtaposing the 
general ‘ignorance of the British’ public to the plight of the Indian nation. 

• The argument established by the candidate is comprehensive and a range of areas 
are discussed including, Victoria’s relationship with Abdul and how she allows him 
‘to speak his mind’ despite her being the queen and his superior, which in turn 
enables her to become aware of the ‘devastation caused by English forces in India’.   

• The candidate continues to develop their discussion by exploring how, as Victoria 
begins to learn about India from Abdul, she is able to challenge Lady Sarah and her 
‘prejudiced opinions’. 

• The final area discussed concerns the impact of Victoria’s death on the treatment of 
Abdul and how he ‘loses his power and title’ 

• The candidate shows a sustained and detailed awareness of the whole play and 
each point made is well-developed with well-chosen examples, which are 
integrated. 

• Contextually, points made are sustained and appropriate to the points being made 
and demonstrate an awareness of the relationship between the text and context. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 4 - 24 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Question 16: The Empress 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• The candidate demonstrates an assured understanding of prejudice, how it is a 
‘pivotal theme’ within the play and how Gupta ‘uses it to expose the evilness of the 
British Empire’. The response moves systematically through the play exploring a 
number of characters and situations and the discussion is developed and mature. 

• The response considers the presentation of the lascars and how, despite being the 
‘backbones of Victorian society’ they were treated with prejudice because of their 
ethnicity and how there was ‘interracial prejudice’ at all levels on the ship. 

• In paragraph 2 the candidate moves on to analyse the relationship between Abdul 
and Lady Sarah and how she demonstrates her prejudice and ignorance by 
questioning his biology, religion and marital situation, thereby reflecting her 
‘privileged white’ position. The discussion is again assured although linking back to 
the question and theme towards the end of the paragraph would have concluded 
and secured the focus being discussed. 

• The final area explored concerns the prejudice exhibited by the British treatment of 
the Indian people. The analysis of the way Dadabhai’s speech overlapped with 
Victoria’s was felt to be particularly perceptive. 

• At times there was a little more focus on the context at the expense of the text, 
however the response did show an assured understanding of how the attitudes 
within Victorian society impacted on its Empire and particularly the Indian subjects.  

 
AO1/3 - Level 5 - 28 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Question 17: Refugee Boy 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• Although the response is a little narrative at times, the candidate does show some 
understanding of Mr and Mrs Fitzgerald and their significance in the play. A mark 
towards to the top of a Level 2 is appropriate. 

• The main discussion focuses on Mr and Mrs Fitzgerald’s role as foster parents to 
Alem and how they ‘are offering to look after him’ and to ‘make sure hes safe’. 
Consideration is also made to the way they respond to their daughter, Ruth, and 
‘because they only had time for Alem’ their relationship with Ruth deteriorates. 

• Whilst there are some references to the text, direct quotations are lacking, and the 
focus is not consistently secure. 

• Context is included in the response, but it is not always used to develop ideas and 
tends to dominate at times e.g. page 2. Despite this, there is some understanding of 
the play and the role of Mr and Mrs Fitzgerald.  

 
AO1/3 - Level 2 - 10 marks 
AO4 - Level 2 - 4 marks  
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Question 18: Refugee Boy 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• A sound response, which applies a methodical and systematic approach when 
discussing the theme of courage. Each paragraph is comprised of a central point, 
supported by evidence and then analysed. A wide range of examples are explored 
and show a sound understanding of the play. 

• The initial focus is on Alem and his courage adjusting to life in a children’s home 
and having the courage to introduce ‘himself to Mustapha’. The response moves on 
to consider the courage of Mr and Mrs Fitzgerald welcoming Alem into their home; 
Ruth’s courage adjusting to life with Alem; Alem’s courage standing up to Sweeney 
and hooded – although there is some misunderstanding here - and finally Ruth and 
Mustapha’s courage when they ‘decide to protest about refugee status’. 

• There are a number of textual examples taken from the play but not all points are 
fully supported. Despite this, the depth of focus and discussion is sound and 
warrants a mark towards the top of a Level 3. 

• Contextually, whilst some areas of context are implied through the discussion of 
Alem’s experiences as a refugee, the response does conclude by discussing 
‘society’s outlook on refugees’ and how Alem stands up against society to 
‘demonstrate his views’.  

 
AO1/3 - Level 3 - 18 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 7 marks 
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