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Introduction  

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Literature Paper 1: Section B - Post-1914 Literature – 
British Novel (1ET0/01).  

• The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2023 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here. 

• In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.  

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Section B: Post-1914 Literature 

Question 19: Animal Farm 

Script 1 

 

 
 



 

5 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature (1ET0) – Paper 1 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

 
 



 

6 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature (1ET0) – Paper 1 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

 
 



 

7 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature (1ET0) – Paper 1 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• The response opens with an immediate focus on the question. The answer takes an 
unusual focus, responding via the idea of propaganda. This is a valid approach, and 
the candidate selects episodes from the novel such as the pigs drinking milk and 
stealing hen’s eggs and the use of the mantra, ‘all animals are equal’. 

• In addition, the candidate uses the quotation in the question to reflect on the secret 
meetings instigated by Napoleon to replace Snowball’s committees. 

• Context is detailed and integrated throughout the answer in a sustained manner 
and points clearly present detailed awareness of the relationship between text and 
context. 

• References to post 1913 Stalinist power, the role of the Kremlin and the 
philosophies of Karl Marx all feature linked to relevant arguments. 

• A developed personal response is evident in the paragraph a the top of page 4 
where the candidate explores the aftermath of the Battle of the Cowshed, stating 
that the puppies ‘were educated only in violence’. The answer finally explores 
education through the lens of religion and the concept of ‘Sugarcandy Mountain’, 
considering the gullibility of the younger animals and the contrast between dystopia 
and promised utopia. 

• Overall, the answer sustains a critical style and offers thorough engagement, 
reaching a mark in Level 4. Signposting would have helped the reader to follow the 
candidate’s argument in a more logical way. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 4 - 22 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 8 marks   
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Question 20: Animal Farm 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• An ambitious and assured personal response, which considers the significance of 
Old Major through discussion of his ideals/ideology.  

• Whilst the response shows a high level of engagement and a perceptive 
understanding of the novel, there is a slight tendency to repetition and occasionally 
points are not quite clearly explained, hence this was not awarded a mark at the top 
of Level 5. 

• All references are discerning and support and develop the points made 

• Understanding of context is excellent and comments are integrated convincingly 
into the response. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 5 - 30 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Question 21: Lord of the Flies 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 

• The response works methodically through a number of relevant symbols, seeing the 
relevance of these symbols to the reader’s experience of the novel as the narrative 
progresses. 

• The conch is covered first, followed by the Beat, fire and Piggy’s glasses. 
Arguments are salient and supported by well-chosen references and development 
of personal response. The candidate neatly links the destruction of the conch to 
Piggy’s death and ultimate destruction of any façade of civilisation on the island. 
References to the Beast reflect its role in Simon’s death and how it is a part of all 
the boys. The paragraph on fire is linked appropriately to Piggy’s glasses as they 
are required to start the fire, but the context point linked to this referring to the naval 
officer is not a strong one. 

• There is detailed awareness of the relationship between text and context via 
references to civilisation and society and the lack of secure and tangible contextual 
awareness keeps the answer in the lower marks of Level 4. 

• Although understanding is clear, there is a sense of having to read between the 
lines to meet the criteria for the second two bullet points in the mark scheme.  

 
AO1/3 - Level 4 - 21 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 7 marks 
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Question 22: Lord of the Flies 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• The introduction and some later comments suggest the candidate is referring to the 

link between nature and humans, rather than human nature. 

• There is relevant discussion of the move from ‘sivilised’ to ‘animalistic’ and how this 

develops into the boys losing identity and turning into savages. There is a well-

made point about how the boys, like animals, ‘fight to become leader’. 

• Some context is added, particularly in the fourth paragraph about Golding and 

British schools. 

• There is a clear personal response, some evidence of a critical style and reference 

to the text, but a lack of development. A mark at the top of Level 2 is considered the 

‘best fit’. 

• There is sufficient evidence of consistent accuracy to merit an AO4 mark just into 

Level 3. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 2 - 12 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Question 23: Anita and Me 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• The candidate has produced a sound response, which meets many of the 
requirements for a Level 3. The response focuses on the importance of mothers 
and the effect they have on the ‘upbringing’ of their children. 

• The central discussion focuses on Mrs Kumar and her place as a ‘role model’ to 
Meena. The candidate explores how Mrs Kumar attempts to provide the ‘best 
possible life’ for her daughter and to try and provide a stable environment for Meena 
to grow up in. Consideration is made to how Mrs Kumar considers education 
important to Meena’s upbringing and the way it will assist in alleviating the 
difficulties ‘growing up in a …white country’. Much of the discussion is sound and is 
linked to the context of the novel and the cultural and ethnic elements of Meena’s 
family. 

• The candidate uses Anita’s mother to act as a contrast to Mrs Kumar and the way 
she demonstrates ‘the effects of poor parenthood’ and how she acts as a ‘contrast 
in the two cultures’. 

• Points are supported by textual examples, although a wider range would enable the 
response to move up in a Level 3. 

• Contextually, the response shows a sound understanding of the cultural differences 
between Dierdre and Mrs Kumar. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 3 - 15 marks 
AO4 - Level 2 - 5 marks 
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Question 24: Anita and Me 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• This response is a good example of a top mark script as it demonstrates a 
perceptive and mature understanding of the theme of anger. A wide range of areas 
are considered, and the candidate demonstrates a secure understanding of the 
whole novel. 
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• Areas that are explored include Meena’s resentment and anger ‘towards her 
culture’ heritage and the way she feels ‘ashamed’ by the plants her mother grows in 
the garden, unlike other residents in Tollington. The response continues to explore 
this cultural theme and how she wishes to ‘disassociate herself’ from her own 
culture. 

• Another area discussed is the aspect of racism and the candidate looks at how 
Meena fells anger at the way she is treated by the ‘white hegemonic society’. The 
candidate uses this as a springboard to explore the contrasting anger felt by some 
of the local community, through their racial attitudes towards what they see as 
‘immigrants’ taking away their jobs and homes. 

• There is a high level of engagement and a range of discerning textual references 
are selected to support and develop the points being made.   

• Contextually, the candidate has integrated their ideas to the time period in which 
the novel is set, particularly focusing on minority communities, and attitudes felt by 
some people in society. The discussion is sensitive and discerning.  

 
AO1/3 - Level 5 - 32 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Question 25: The Woman in Black 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• The response begins by focusing on Jennet and her obsession with the Victorian 

‘rules of society’. The impact of these rules on her motherhood led to an obsession 

with revenge. 

• Other examples of obsession are explored: Kipps’ with the woman in black and 

Crythin Gifford with a conspiracy of silence. 

• Several relevant comments on context are offered: La Belle Dame Sans Merci, 

‘gothic inversion’ and Susan Hill’s miscarriage.  

• This is a developed personal response, fully related to the text and written in a 

critical style which is reasonably well sustained. Concluding remarks might well 

have clarified the candidate’s overall interpretation but a mark securely in Level 4 is 

appropriate. 

• Accuracy and control are sufficient to merit an AO4 mark at the top of Level 3. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 4 - 24 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
 
  



 

36 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature (1ET0) – Paper 1 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

Question 26: The Woman in Black 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• Although there is sometimes a tendency to narrative, the response begins to show 
a sound understanding of the importance of children in the novel through 
consideration of a range of examples. 

• There is some sound interpretation, with some focused references to text, although 
some are not really secure (e.g., ref to ‘racist toys’).  

• There is some awareness of the writer’s intentions and effects on the reader. 

• There is some sound contextual reference (e.g., attitudes to unmarried mothers).  
 
AO1/3 - Level 3 - 15 marks 
AO4 - Level 2 - 5 marks 
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Question 27: Coram Boy 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• A comprehensive response that shows an assured understanding of the novel and 
the way Otis Gardiner is significant, fulfilling the role of ‘classic gothic villain’. The 
candidate immediately establishes the significance of Otis at the start of the 
response by describing how he has the ‘first line of dialogue’ emphasising how 
through him the rest of the novel evolves. The assured nature of the discussion is 
perceptive and well-developed. 

• The relationship between Otis and his son, Meshak, forms another central area of 
the response and how he ‘physically and mentally abuses Meshak.  

• The candidate goes on to explore other aspects of the novel by contrasting Otis’s 
initial presentation as a ‘pedlar’, involved in the removal of illegitimate babies’ to be 
traded as ‘cheap labour’, and how he later reinvents himself as Mr Gaddarn. 

• The section where the candidate compares Otis to Lord Ashbrook, through their 
involvement in slavery, is particularly perceptive.  

• There are one or two areas where the discussion felt a little under-developed (pg. 2) 
but overall, the response is consistently focused throughout to meet the 
requirements of a mid-Level 5. 

• Contextually, not only has the candidate discussed the gothic genre but also 
included references to the attitudes motherhood, particularly in ‘the aristocracy’, 
conflicts in the 18th century and slavery. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 5 - 29 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Question 28: Coram Boy 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• Although there is a tendency to revert to narrative from time to time, the range of 
examples discussed, the sound knowledge of the novel and the links to the purpose 
of the novel - to create ‘tension and suspense’ for the reader, enables the response 
to move up into a Level 3. 

• The opening page explores the secret of Melissa’s baby and how she managed to 
keep it a ‘secret from the family of the Ashbrook’s’. The candidate also mentions 
how the disposal of her baby was kept a secret from Melissa and the way she ‘went 
on believing her baby was dead’. 

• The enthusiasm of the candidate and their engagement with the storyline is 
refreshingly clear throughout the response, however, to enable the mark to move 
higher up the Level, it would require a closer more refined discussion of key 
aspects. Drilling down into each point made, whilst integrating textual references 
and linking to the context would create a more structured feel. 

• Contextually, the candidate refers to the gothic genre and how the final revealing of 
secrets creates a ‘bitter-sweet tragic ending’ to the story.  

 
AO1/3 - Level 3 - 14 marks 
AO4 - Level 2 - 5 marks 
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Question 29: Boy’s Don’t Cry 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• Although the response does follow a formulaic format, with each aspect of Dante’s 
character structured using the same format, this is a sound personal response.  

• There is sound interpretation of a range of facets of Dante’s character, although 
points are not sufficiently developed to move towards a Level 4. 

• There are few quotations, but textual support is clear through reference to events 
etc (e.g., ref to Dante’s birthday presents). 

• The candidate offers some sound comment on context, although the relationship 
between text and context is not always effectively explained. 

 
AO1/3 - Level 3 - 18 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Question 30: Boy’s Don’t Cry 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 

• This response goes straight into Dante and Tyler’s attitudes to the LGBTQ+ 
community and how these change as the novel progresses, leading to them coming 
‘to terms with it due to their love for Adam’. 

• The answer strives to focus on different attitudes to sexuality but doesn’t really 
move beyond Adam’s homosexuality. 

• There is some reliance on narrative, but also elements of a personal response on 
page three when writing about the character of Josh and how this relates to the 
theme of sexuality. The candidate does attempt to use a critical style and 
demonstrates understanding of some of the complexities of the relationship. 

• The candidate looks at several areas of the play with some reference to specific 
episodes. There is little development but some selection of awareness of context 
linked to the LGBTQ+ community and struggles with attitudes to sexuality in 
society. 

• The answer fully meets Level 2 criteria but falls short of the sound comment and 
focused support that would be needed for Level 3.  

 
AO1/3 - Level 2 - 12 marks 
AO4 - Level 3 - 6 marks 
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