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Introduction  

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Literature Paper 1: Section A Shakespeare (1ET0/01).  

• The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2023 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here. 

• In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.  

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Section A: Shakespeare 

Question 1: Macbeth 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a): 

• As the response meets all the requirements for a Level 2 and is starting to show a 
sound understanding of the extract the response moved up into a Level 3. 

• Three specific points are explored by the candidate: the way Lady Macbeth is 
‘despirate’, ‘has got her mind set on being queen’ by showing ‘no mercy’ and is 
‘confident’ that her plan to kill Duncan will work. The candidate shows a sound 
understanding of her impact on Macbeth and how she can ‘convince him to commit 
the murder’ by suggesting that he would be ‘more manly’. 

• Whilst there are only 4 textual examples taken from across the extract the selection 
made is appropriate and they support points made. 

• The candidate discusses the use of language and structure but the use of 
terminology is lacking, restricting the mark to a low Level 3. The candidate does 
mention the use of ‘the punctuation’ and ‘rhetorical question’. Despite the lack of 
terminology, the quality of discussion and understanding of the extract reflects a 
sound understanding of Lady Macbeth’s character and justifies a mark of 9. 

• There is a brief link to context, but this does not detract from the overall response 
and would not impact on the final mark. 

 
Part b):  

• Part b) is slightly stronger than part a). The response does go out of extract to 
explore how power is presented through a number of characters and situations 
including: the witches and how they have ‘power over Macbeth’ by suggesting that 
he will become king, the final battle between when Malcom returns to Scotland to 
‘restore the divine right of kings system’ and Macbeth’s power as a soldier.  

• There is a lack of textual exemplification to move higher up the level, however the 
depth of discussion and the understanding shown support the mark of 10 being 
awarded. 

• Contextually, contextual discussion is a little brief although the candidate has linked 
to the divine right of kings.   

 
Part a) - Level 3 - 9 marks 
Part b) - Level 3 - 10 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a) 

• A detailed response showing a sustained understanding of the extract and the 
presentation of Lady Macbeth. The candidate explores a number of areas including 
how Lady Macbeth takes a ‘more brave and masculine role’ in her relationship with 
Macbeth, the way she appears ‘evil’ in her bullying of Macbeth by calling him a 
‘coward’ and how she treats Macbeth as ‘her object to try to get what she wants’. 
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• There is a strong critical approach to the analysis which is supported by well-
chosen examples and the candidate shows a sustained understanding of how the 
audience would respond to her character: ‘the reader may feel … alternatively, a 
reader…’. 

• With regards to the language, form and structure and the use of terminology, there 
is a lack of terminology, although mention is made to the use of a rhetorical 
question and the use of questioning to challenge Macbeth, the use of split lines and 
interruptions in her speech to reflect her frustration and her attempts to ‘insult’ 
Macbeth.  

 
Part b)  

• The response is sustained and shows a detailed awareness of how power is 
presented in other areas of the play. Points are well supported with examples from 
across various Acts and scenes and there is a sustained analysis of the theme. 

• The candidate considers a number of characters and the way in which they hold 
power. These include: 

o the way the witches interact with Macbeth, playing on his ‘fatal flaw and 
ambition’,  

o the final battle between Macduff and Macbeth and how both characters hold 
emotional power within the scene – Macduff calling Macbeth a ‘coward’ and 
urging Macbeth to fight and Macbeth antagonising Macduff by suggesting 
that he will ‘soon kill Macduff too’  

o and the power Duncan holds as king but also the ‘power of trust’ he has in 
others.   

• Contextually appropriate links are made to witchcraft and ‘the devil’ and the belief in 
the Divine Right of Kings and the idea that ‘God chose who the king would be’. 

 
Part a) - Level 4 - 15 marks 
Part b) - Level 4 - 16 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a)  

• Although the response appears fairly short at first – 3 paragraphs – the depth of 
discussion and accurate analysis of the extract warrants a mark of 11 in Level 3. 

• There is a sound understanding of the way Lady Macbeth is presented as a 
confident woman who ‘looks down on Macbeth’ as she considers him a coward and 
‘not like a man’. 

• Mention is also made to how she appears argumentative and ‘ruthless’ in her 
nature, even contemplating ‘dashing the brains’ out of her own child and how she 
‘despises her femininity’. 

• Each point is well supported by examples from the text and there is a sound 
analysis of language, form or structure including the discussion of exclamation 
marks, the use of plosives and fricatives to reinforce ‘her deep, dark feelings’. 

 
 
 
 

 
Part b) 
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• Whilst there is some mention made to language and structure in the response, 
which is not marked in part b), the rest of the response  does show a sound 
understanding of the way power is presented in the rest of the play. 

• There are 2 detailed paragraphs which continue to explore the way Lady Macbeth 
calls upon the spirits to provide her with more power and ‘reject her femininity’, as 
she feels that becoming a man would provide her with the power to become ‘more 
superior. 

• The second key area discusses how Macbeth’s lack of power is presented through 
his wife taking control and telling him how to behave in public and to ‘look like the 
innocent flower’. 

• Whilst the 3rd paragraph does try to discuss the power dynamics between Lady 
Macbeth and Macbeth, it does lose some focus, which is why the response was 
placed at 12 in Level 3. 

• Contextually, the candidate shows a sound understanding of why Shakespeare 
wanted to present Lady Macbeth as ‘powerful’, which went against societal norms 
and how regicide was ‘seen as immoral.  

 
Part a) - Level 3 - 12 marks 
Part b) - Level 3 - 12 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a)  

• This is a good example of a response that meets many of the requirements for a 
Level 2 as it moves beyond a narrative approach and is starting to show some 
understanding of the extract and the character of Lady Macbeth. Whilst the 
response does go out of extract briefly, with mention made to her ‘going to the 
witches’, and the top of page two links to the context of the play, this does not 
impact on the rest of the response and the final mark awarded. 

• The candidate does explore how Lady Macbeth appears ‘more manly than 
Macbeth’ and the way she ‘manipulates’ him by insulting him and calling him a 
coward, thereby emasculating him. It also discusses how Lady Macbeth does not 
‘want to be seen to be as ‘weak and less powerful’ than her husband. 

• There is some attempt to discuss language, form and structure, however there is no 
accurate use of terminology to place this above a mid-level 2.  

 
Part b) 

• The majority of this response still relates to the extract in part a), which is not 
rewardable.  However, in the early part of the paragraph (lines 4 – 13), the 
candidate does consider how Lady Macbeth ‘devised a plan for the murder’ and 
how she gained ‘power via the witches’, thereby presenting her as a ‘powerful lady’. 

 
 
Part a) - Level 2 - 6 marks 
Part b) - Level 1 - 4 marks 
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Question 2: The Tempest 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a) 

• A cohesive response, which explores a range of elements of Prospero’s character – 
sympathetic, controlling, joyful, yet powerful and sometimes threatening. 

• All points are well supported with subtly integrated quotations, which are 
perceptively analysed and used to explore the interrelationship between the 
language, form and structure and the effect on the reader. 

• Terminology is detailed and wide ranging and is integrated and precise throughout. 
 
Part b) 

• This is also an assured response, which shows a high-level engagement with the 
rest of the play and how the theme of suffering is conveyed 

• Areas discussed are wide-ranging and include the topic of Ariel’s obedience to 
commands from both Prospero & Sycorax, the consequences of Caliban’s failure to 
obey Prospero, the significance of obedience in the relationship Antonio/Prospero 

• discerning references form an integral part of the response, and the analytical style 
is mature and perceptive. 

• Contextual links are convincing and effectively integrated and include colonialism 
and slavery. 

 
Part a) - Level 5 - 18 marks 
Part b) - Level 5 - 18 marks 
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Question 3: Romeo and Juliet 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a) 

• The response presents Romeo as ‘an imaginative boy’ and a ‘very worried person’, 
providing supporting evidence. 

• There is a clear understanding of how the extract develops from ‘the start of the 
extract’ to ‘the end’, and the way in which Romeo’s mood changes from ‘happy’ to 
‘scared’, therefore making a comment about form. 

• Along with this, the response comments on how the reader’s reactions change from 
thinking ‘positive’ to being ‘interested on how Romeo feels’. 

• As well as the comment about form, there is recognition of ‘foreshadowing’ and how 
‘question marks’ add to our understanding of Romeo’s changing mental state. 

• There is therefore an understanding of a range of language and formal features, 
presented using relevant subject terminology. 
 

Part b) 

• The response presents the suffering of Mercutio, the subsequent killing of Tybalt 
and how the Capulets suffer as a result. 

• The second paragraph is predominantly narrative but returns to the idea of Romeo 
and Juliet suffering without one another. 

• The response then makes a further valid point about the Montagues and Capulets 
suffering because ‘their kids died. 

• There are strong elements of a relevant personal response making focused points 
with support from the text. 

• However, this is not consistent and there is no consideration of context. 
 
Part a) - Level 3 - 10 marks 
Part b) - Level 3 - 9 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a) 

• The response works through the extract, picking out aspects of Romeo’s personality 
from being ‘joyful and enthusiastic’ to showing ‘vulnerability and youthfulness’ to 
being ‘eager and desperate’, ‘loving and compassionate’, young and impulsive’, 
then feeling ‘anger and sorrow’ and being ‘devastated, heartbroken and furious’. 

• All these points are supported by quotations along with fully integrated subject 
terminology such as ‘exclamatory sentence’, ‘personal pronoun’, ‘adjective’ and 
‘repeated questions’. 

• The candidate clearly understands how the form and language of the extract 
reflects Romeo’s mood change, whilst analysis of the effects of individual words 
(‘rich’) further demonstrates the candidate’s evaluative understanding.  

• The response considers the effect of language on the reader, as in ‘The audience 
then becomes aware of Romeo’s vulnerability’. 

• The response is a cohesive evaluation and subject terminology is integrated and 
precise. 
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Part b) 

• The opening paragraph of the response presents a number of ideas about suffering 
which the candidate subsequently explores in more detail. 

• The focus is initially on Romeo’s unrequited love for Rosaline, leading to a 
discussion of audience reaction. Romeo’s suffering is seen as ‘overdramatic’ and 
‘hyperbolic’ and he is committing the ‘cowardly act’ of being in love, transgressing 
Elizabethan assumptions about masculinity. 

• The candidate contrasts this with the reaction of a modern audience who may find 
Romeo’s excesses ‘comedic’. Although this interpretation is open to question, it 
demonstrates considerable engagement with the text and an attempt to consider 
context. 

• There is a valid point about the suffering of the Capulets and the Montagues arising 
from Romeo’s ‘hyperbolic reaction’. 

• The response fulfils all the descriptors in Level 4 and is assured enough to merit a 
mark just into Level 5. 

 
Part a) - Level 5 - 18 marks 
Part b) - Level 5 - 17 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a) 

• The response considers the first part of the extract in some detail, judging Romeo to 
be ill and feverish, eliciting concern in the audience and Balthasar. 

• These ideas are supported with embedded quotations, using subject terminology 
such as ‘dialogue’ and ‘connotations’. 

• The news of Juliet’s death is seen as provoking a change in the tone of Romeo’s 
language and this is related to the idea of Romeo being ‘unfortunate and doomed’ 
but defiant. Further subject terminology such as ‘juxtaposed’, ‘exclamative’ and 
‘euphemism’ are fully integrated. 

• Romeo’s mental state is, the response suggests, reflected in the language and 
structure of the extract, particularly in the use of ‘antilabe’. 

• The response meets all the criteria for Level 5 and is awarded full marks. 
 
Part b) 

• The initial focus on Capulet’s suffering is unusual but subtle and sensitive. 

• The discussion of Capulet is fully developed and supported throughout with 
embedded quotations. 

• The consideration of the feud as the main driver of suffering is convincing, as is the 
view that the early part of the play could be considered comedic until the death of 
Mercutio. 

• Literary and socio-historic aspects of context are fully integrated. 

• The response meets all the criteria for Level 5 and is awarded full marks. 
 
Part a) - Level 5 - 20 marks 
Part b) - Level 5 - 20 marks 
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Question 4: Much Ado About Nothing 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a)  

• The candidate identifies the tone and mood in the extract and considers how it 
shifts with use of supporting examples. The contrast in Claudio’s tone is identified 
through the use of ‘precious gift’ and ‘she knows the heat of a luxurious bed’, 
showing understanding of the use of language. 

• The candidate discusses some of the effects of the phrase, ‘rotten orange’ and the 
comment on Claudio’s own view of himself is pertinent to the question. 
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• The answer thus explores aspects of form, structure and language, including 
relevant subject terminology such as ‘imperatives’, ‘lexical field’ and ‘exclamations’. 

• The answer meets all the criteria for Level 3 in its understanding and use of 
terminology and support but does not demonstrate the detailed focus and accuracy 
of terminology required to reach Level 4.  
 

Part b) 

• The answer offers a clear personal view of trickery having both positive and 
negative effects in the play. 

• The candidate uses a strategic and critical style to develop a relevant and 
appropriately supported argument. 

• Don John’s manipulation of Claudio through trickery is explored and the answer 
soundly considers the role of Claudio’s gullibility in this trickery. 

• The positive outcome of Don Pedro’s well-meaning trickery of Beatrice and 
Benedick is explored as a contrast. 

• Reference to context is relevant and sound with focus on the importance of a 
woman’s reputation in the 1500s. This is linked appropriately to arguments. 

• The answer meets all criteria for Level 3 and therefore reaches the top mark in this 
range.  

 
Part a) - Level 3 - 12 marks 
Part b) - Level 3 - 12 marks 
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Question 5: Twelfth Night 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a) 

• A sound response which focuses how Sebastian is in love with Olivia,  ‘someone he 
has barely met’.  

• There are relevant examples of the use of language and structure, although for a 
more secure L3 response we might have hoped to see more. 

• There is brief mention made of the context of the play, which is not required for Part 
a). 

• There is limited use of terminology, however the candidate’s discussion does show 
sufficient understanding of the language and its effects on the audience used in the 
extract to enable it to be placed in a Level 3.  

 
Part b)  

• The response shows a relevant personal response to the importance of social 
position in the play and awareness of the link disguise/social position in the play. 

• There is sound interpretation of how social position affects characters’ behaviour 
and others’ attitudes to them. 

• Points are supported by well-chosen and appropriate examples, although more 
exemplification would place this response higher up the mark scheme. 

• Contextually, the response does consider the importance of social position in 
Elizabethan society (‘it was very difficult to climb the social ladder…’). 

 
Part a) - Level 3 - 10 marks 
Part b) - Level 3 - 12 marks 
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Question 6: The Merchant of Venice 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a) 

• The candidate presents a sound view of Shylock, considering him as a victim of 
antisemitism. This is a tightly structured and clear response with a good range of 
supporting comments and purposeful use of technical language, including the 
‘violent vocabulary’ of ‘cut-throat dog’. 

• The candidate drills down into the meaning of this phrase, considering the 
dehumanisation of Shylock through this ‘animalistic term’.  Understanding is shown 
in Shylock’s response with supporting quotation, ‘patient shrug’ well integrated into 
discussion. 

• Antonio’s disrespect for Shylock through the spitting reference is considered, 
showing understanding of the dynamic between the characters. 

• The candidate links this to the effect of ‘tricolon of repetition’, demonstrating use of 
relevant and supported subject terminology. The candidate’s understanding of 
Shylock’s intent in his dealing with Antonio shows sound engagement. 

• Overall, this answer fully meets Level 3 criteria but does not reach Level 4 because 
is it not sustained in terms of effect on the reader.  

Part b) 

• The candidate engages with the idea of friendship in a sustained and thorough 
exploration of well-chosen aspects of the play. Integration of contextual detail is 
fluent and relevant, for example reference to male friendship in Elizabethan times. 

• References are well chosen and support a range of effective points. These include 
the discussion of Antonio and Bassanio’s friendship, and how Bassanio ‘owes the 
most in money and in love’. 

• The candidate sustains argument by contrasting this relationship with that of 
Nerissa and Portia including Nerissa’s role as Portia’s confidante and companion. 

• The humour created by this relationship is well exemplified and there is detailed 
awareness of context in comments on the conduct expected of women at the time 
Shakespeare was writing.  

• The answer meets Level 4 criteria in its sustained critical style and developed 
personal response.  

Part a) - Level 3 - 12 marks 
Part b) - Level 4 - 14 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
Part a) 

• A cohesive response, which explores the way Shylock is presented as a character 
who ‘has been frequently ‘mistreated’, suffers from ‘dehumanisation’ and how his 
use of language reflects the ‘effects of the antisemitic abuse he has suffered’. The 
candidate shows a sensitive and perceptive understanding of his character and the 
close analysis of specific words and phrases are integrated throughout the 
response. 

• All points are well supported with well-chosen quotations, which are perceptively 
analysed and used to explore the interrelationship between the language, form and 
structure and the effect on the reader. There is some mention to context, however 
the depth of discussion and analysis of AO2 are sufficiently detailed to enable full 
marks to be awarded.  

• Terminology is detailed and wide ranging and is integrated and precise throughout. 
 
Part b) 

• Part b) is also an assured response, which shows a high-level engagement with the 
rest of the play and how the theme of friendship is presented. The range of 
examples chosen illustrate a perceptive understanding of the play as a whole. 

• Areas discussed include the way friendship is presented ‘through the close platonic 
(and possibly romantic)’ friendship of Antonio and Bassanio and the close friendship 
of Portia and Nerissa. The discussion of Shylock, ‘who is often seen alone’, and 
how he acts as a contrast with Antonio and Bassanio, ‘who are often seen together’ 
is particularly perceptive. 

• Discerning references form an integral part of the response and the analytical style 
is mature and perceptive. 

• Contextual inks are convincing and again sensitively discussed particularly with 
regards to the presentation of Jews in Elizabethan times. 

 
Part a) - Level 5 - 20 marks 
Part b) - Level 5 - 20 marks 
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