
Discover an A level in English Literature where 
students can select the texts that interest them 
most, and where they are encouraged to engage 
with a wide range of voices and perspectives.

Our A level was designed with choice and 
flexibility at its heart and clarity in its structure, 
so you and your students can focus on exploring 
great literature, studying context and comparing 
within genres, only where appropriate.

The support on our website will show you 
what makes us different from the rest – as 
well as help you and your students thoroughly 
understand our qualification.

 = Links directly to support

Dedicated, personal support 
and guidance – all year round
Pearson Edexcel A level English Literature
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We’ll take all the stress 
out of switching exam 
boards, allowing you 
to focus on what really 
matters: teaching!

Are you switching from AQA or 
OCR and need to understand how 
we are different?

Some of the main advantages of 
choosing Literature with Pearson 
Edexcel include:

	 All exams are open book

	 Clear and consistent exam 
and assessment structure

	 Large choice of texts, including 
modern and exciting content

	 Wide range of options 
available for studying poetry, 
including culturally diverse 
post-2000 poetry

We have  mapping documents 
to both the AQA and OCR 
qualifications to help you 
understand the main differences.

	 Switch to Pearson Edexcel 

Free qualifications support

©
 D

ra
ze

n 
/ A

do
be

St
oc

k

Planning 
support
Switching 
support

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-guidance
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-guidance
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-guidance
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/alevel-english-literature.html


Planning 
support
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When you choose us 
for A level Literature, 
you will be able to find 
plentiful, free support 
on our website to guide 
you through every 
stage of the course. 

	 (click on the links  
to take you there) 

	 Specification

	 Sample assessment materials

	 Schemes of work

	 Course planners 

	 Lesson plans

Take a look at our  New to Edexcel 
event and our  Getting Started 
Guide to help you prepare.

Help your students to  
understand why choosing an A level 
in English will benefit them by using 

 these posters.

Tracking Student Progress

	 Poetry baseline test Year 12

	 Prose baseline test Year 12

Free qualifications support

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/Specification and sample assessments/gce2015-a-level-eng-lit-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html%22 /l %22filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FSample-assessment-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-of-work
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCourse-planner
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FLesson-plan
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/9et0-24o5.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/gce-getting-started-eng-lit-v-finalv3.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/gce-getting-started-eng-lit-v-finalv3.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/Why Choose A Level English Posters.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source&utm_medium=catalogue&utm_campaign=GBSEGS1118SWIT&utm_content=english%22%20\l%20%22filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FTeacher-support-material


Teaching 
resources 

Our  Guides and 
Anthologies provide 
you with wider reading, 
knowledge and support 
for your teaching. Our 
focus on contexts and 
commitment to diversity 
will support you in the 
classroom, even with 
more canonical texts such 
as Shakespeare’s plays.

	 Poems of the Decade  
teacher guide

	 Literary Terminology guide

	 Genre Lines guide

	 Key Women Writers and Texts  
– an Introduction

	 Reading suggestions 

Free qualifications support

	 Shakespeare critical anthology  
– Comedy 

	 Shakespeare critical anthology  
– Tragedy

	 Shakespeare critical anthology  
– Diversity 

Support for Shakespeare

You can order hard copies 
of our critical anthologies on 
Shakespeare’s tragedies and 
comedies

* You do not need to purchase Pearson resources to deliver Pearson Edexcel qualifications, and resources from other publishers are available.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/Literary_terminology_guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/Genre_Lines.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/key-women-writers-and-texts-am-intro.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/key-women-writers-and-texts-am-intro.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FReading-list
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/a-level/english-literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCE Lit Shakespeare comedy Anthology.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/a-level/english-literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCE Lit Shakespeare comedy Anthology.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/a-level/english-literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCE Lit Shakespeare tragedy Anthology.pdf?532323207532821
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/a-level/english-literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCE Lit Shakespeare tragedy Anthology.pdf?532323207532821
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAnthology
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAnthology
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/forms-and-administration/how-to-order-edexcel-anthologies-for-english-qualifications-august-2024.pdf


Exam and 
coursework 
preparation

We know how important 
it is for our students to 
feel prepared for the 
exam and coursework, 
so we have provided 
a wealth of support 
from exemplars to 
advice videos, to all past 
questions in one place, 
so you and your students 
can feel confident.

Exam support

	 Exemplars - real student 
responses, including marks and 
commentary from senior examiners

	 Collation of questions set for 
9ET0 2020-2024 - all questions set 
in past live exam papers

	 Advice for Students - Videos 
(Papers 2 and 3)

Exam support

Coursework Support

	 Coursework support

	 Student walk-through video 
for coursework

	 Coursework exemplars in 
annual training

	 A level English Literature 
Playlist of past training events, 
including mark scheme training 
and exam feedback and 
insights events: A Level English 
Literature: Event Recordings - 
YouTube

	 Past training content

	 Termly network events - book 
your place and see what other 
events are coming up on our 
PD Academy

Other Professional  
Development and Training

* You do not need to purchase Pearson resources to deliver Pearson Edexcel qualifications. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/a-level/english-literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/question-style-for-9et0-2017-2020.pdf?238257412954821
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/a-level/english-literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/question-style-for-9et0-2017-2020.pdf?238257412954821
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/a-level/english-literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/question-style-for-9et0-2017-2020.pdf?238257412954821
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/A-level-Eng-Lit-Advice-for-Students-videos-Paper-2-and-Paper-3.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/A-level-Eng-Lit-Advice-for-Students-videos-Paper-2-and-Paper-3.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/9et004-coursework-clinic-slides-with-pre-record-and-resource-pack-june-2023.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/A level English Literature coursework support for students.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/A level English Literature coursework support for students.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCoursework-support
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCoursework-support
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefAtASiWiu3cYNwPn1xgXanP
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefAtASiWiu3cYNwPn1xgXanP
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefAtASiWiu3cYNwPn1xgXanP
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefAtASiWiu3cYNwPn1xgXanP
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefAtASiWiu3cYNwPn1xgXanP
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefAtASiWiu3cYNwPn1xgXanP
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefAtASiWiu3cYNwPn1xgXanP
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=English&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BdetailLevel%5D%5B0%5D=Key%20Stage%205&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=English&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BdetailLevel%5D%5B0%5D=Key%20Stage%205&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=English&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BdetailLevel%5D%5B0%5D=Key%20Stage%205&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=English&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BdetailLevel%5D%5B0%5D=Key%20Stage%205&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk


Lit in Colour 
at A level

Our successful Lit in Colour 
Pioneers programme 
has enabled our centres 
to diversify their English 
curriculum and the texts 
they choose to study.  We 
added four new diverse 
texts to our set text list, two 
Drama and two Prose, each 
with a useful guide.

We know these texts might be 
unfamiliar, so watch our  You 
Tube Video which introduces the 
Lit in Colour programme and access 
our  guides for each of the texts 
we added:

	 Sweat, by Lynn Nottage

	 Home Fire, by Kamila Shamsie

	 Les Blancs, by Lorraine 
Hansberry

	 The Cutting Season, by Attica 
Locke

We also offer  Sample 
Assessment Materials on these 
new texts

Free qualifications support

If you wish to diversify your coursework 
choices and would like to support 
students in exploring the importance 
of the diversity in the texts they have 
chosen, then the following guides would 
support your students and your teaching.

	 Contemporary Black British 
Writing Guide

	 British Asian Literature Guide

	 LGBTQ+ Guide

	 Pioneering Women Writers:  
A Guide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKAVSFA6d5w&ntb=1&msockid=2dc529f7115e11f0a86637ba68a18f55
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKAVSFA6d5w&ntb=1&msockid=2dc529f7115e11f0a86637ba68a18f55
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/04-gce-eng-lit-sweat-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCE-Eng-Lit-Home-Fire-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCE-Eng-Lit-Les-Blancs-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCE-Eng-Lit-Les-Blancs-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCE-Eng-Lit-The-Cutting-Season-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCE-Eng-Lit-The-Cutting-Season-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/Specification and sample assessments/al-english-literature-sams-booklet-new-texts-issue-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/English Literature/2015/Specification and sample assessments/al-english-literature-sams-booklet-new-texts-issue-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html%22 /l %22%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html%22 /l %22%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html%22 /l %22%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html%22 /l %22%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html%22 /l %22%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html%22 /l %22%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/subject-resources/literacy-and-english/diversity-in-lit/lit-in-colour.html


Tracking 
student 
progress

	 ResultsPlus
	 Use this service to help you 

analyse and understand your 
students’ results.  

	 ResultsPlus Mock Analysis

	 ResultsPlus User Guide

	 Access to Scripts
	 Our free online service allows 

you to view your students’ 
marked exam papers online or 
download as a PDF.

Free qualifications support
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus/results-plus-for-mocks-service.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/ResultsPlus/ResultsPlus-UG.pdf


Paid for 
resources 
from Pearson*

Mock services

	 Mocks Service 
	 Students sit Pearson Edexcel 

paper-based or onscreen exams, 
with all papers marked by Edexcel 
examiners and the results uploaded 
to ResultsPlus for detailed question 
level analysis. The first mocks 
for the 2024 specification will be 
available in September 2025. 

	 Mocks Moderation Service 
	 Understand the Pearson Edexcel 

mark schemes and gain confidence 
that marking is consistent across 
schools, departments and cohorts. 

	 Mocks vs Moderation Service 
help guide

	 York Notes for A level 
	 York Notes are the leading English 

literature study guides for A level in 
the UK. These guides are completely 
updated to reflect the needs of 
today’s AS and A level students.

	 York Notes Advanced
	 Our York Notes Advanced study 

guides take learning to the next 
level and are also suitable for 
undergraduate study.

York Notes

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/asset-library/pdf/Secondary/Mocks/mocks-vs-moderation.pdf
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/asset-library/pdf/Secondary/Mocks/mocks-vs-moderation.pdf
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/york-notes-for-as-a-level
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/york-notes-for-as-a-level
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/york-notes-for-as-a-level
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/york-notes-for-as-a-level
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/york-notes-for-as-a-level
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/york-notes-for-as-a-level
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/york-notes-for-as-a-leve
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/york-notes-for-as-a-leve
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/york-notes-for-as-a-leve
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/york-notes-for-as-a-leve
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/york-notes-for-as-a-leve


Expert 
subject 
support 

	 Get to know Clare

	 Get in touch

	 +44 (0) 344 463 2535

	 Book a meeting

	 Sign up to English 
updates   

	 Join our GCSE English 
community

	 Join our A level English 
community

Stay up-to-date 

Our dedicated English 
subject advisor, Clare 
Haviland, is always available 
to help answer any of your 
English-specific queries.

1913149450 | UKS | Apr 2025 | V1 | DCL1

https://youtu.be/F7-t8ryam7Y?si=1fuN6N_G5Lyjg38Q
mailto:teachingenglish%40pearson.com?subject=%20Get%20in%20touch%20
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelgcseenglish
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelgcseenglish
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelalevelenglish
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelalevelenglish
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