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Introduction_______________________________________ 

This specimen paper has been produced to complement the sample assessment 

materials for Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in English Language and is 

designed to provide extra practice for your students. The specimen papers are part of a 

suite of support materials offered by Pearson. 

 

The specimen papers do not form part of the accredited materials for this qualification. 

 

 

 



General marking guidance 
 
 
• All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark the last candidate in 

exactly the same way as they mark the first. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be rewarded for what they have 

shown they can do rather than be penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme – not according to their perception of 

where the grade boundaries may lie. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Examiners should always 

award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme. Examiners should 

also be prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit 

according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the principles by which marks 

will be awarded and exemplification/indicative content will not be exhaustive. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark scheme to a candidate’s 

response, a senior examiner must be consulted before a mark is given. 

• Crossed-out work should be marked unless the candidate has replaced it with an alternative 

response. 
 

 

Marking guidance – specific 
 
 

The marking grids have been designed to assess student work holistically. The grids identify 

which Assessment Objective is being targeted by each bullet point within the level descriptors. 

One bullet point is linked to one Assessment Objective, however please note that the number of 

bullet points in the level descriptor does not directly correlate to the number of marks in the 

level descriptor. 

 
When deciding how to reward an answer, examiners should consult both the indicative content 

and the associated marking grid(s). When using a levels-based mark scheme, the ‘best fit’ 

approach should be used: 
 

● examiners should first decide which descriptor most closely matches the answer and place it 

in that level 
 

● the mark awarded within the level will be decided based on the quality of the answer and will 

be modified according to how securely all bullet point descriptors are met at that level 

● in cases of uneven performance, the points above will still apply. Candidates will be placed in 

the level that best describes their answer according to each of the Assessment Objectives 

described in the level. Marks will be awarded towards the top or bottom of that level 

depending on how they have evidenced each of the descriptor bullet points 
 

● examiners of Advanced GCE English should remember that all Assessment Objectives within 

a level are equally weighted. They must consider this when making their judgements 

● the mark grid identifies which Assessment Objective is being targeted by each bullet point 

within the level descriptors 

● indicative content is exactly that – they are factual points that candidates are likely to use to 

construct their answer. It is possible for an answer to be constructed without mentioning 

some or all of these points, as long as they provide alternative responses to the indicative 

content that fulfil the requirements of the question. It is the examiner’s responsibility to 

apply their professional judgement to the candidate’s response in determining if the answer 

fulfils the requirements of the question. 
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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  
 centre number and candidate number.
•  Answer the question in Section A and the question in Section B. 
•  Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 60. 
•  The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Try to answer every question.
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

You must have:
Source booklet (enclosed)

9EN0/01
Specimen Papers for first teaching  
September 2015
Time: 2 hours 15 minutes

English Language
Advanced
Paper 1: Language Variation

Pearson Edexcel 
Level 3 GCE
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SECTION A: Individual Variation

Read Texts A and B on pages 4–6 of the source booklet before answering Question 1  
in the space provided.

1 Analyse and compare how the speakers in both texts use language to convey 
personal and social identity.

 You should refer to any relevant language frameworks and levels, as well as social, 
cultural and other contextual factors.
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SECTION B: Variation over Time

Read Texts C and D on pages 7–9 of the source booklet before answering Question 2  
in the space provided.

2 Texts C and D give expert advice about health.

 Analyse and compare the ways that both texts demonstrate how language has 
changed over time. 

 You should refer to any relevant language frameworks and levels, as well as social, 
cultural and other contextual factors.
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English Phonemic Reference Sheet

Vowels

kit dress trap lot strut foot

ɪ e æ ɒ ʌ ʊ

letter fleece bath thought goose nurse

ə i: ɑ: ɔ: u: ɜ:

Diacritics: = length mark. These vowels may be shorter in some accents and will be transcribed without the 
length mark /:/ in this case.

Diphthongs

face goat price mouth choice near square cure

eɪ əʊ ɑɪ ɑʊ ɔɪ ɪə eə ʊə

Consonants

pip bid tack door cake good

p b t d k g

chain jam fly vase thing this

tʃ ʤ f v θ ð

say zoo shoe treasure house mark

s z ʃ ʒ h m

not sing lot rose yet witch

n ŋ l r j w

Glottal stop Syllabic /l/ bottle Syllabic /n/ fatten

ʔ ļ ņ
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SECTION A: Individual Variation

Text A

This text is from a published version of the opening of a speech made by J K Rowling, author 
of the ‘Harry Potter’ books, to students graduating from Harvard University, USA, in 2008.

The first thing I would like to say is ‘thank you.’ Not only has Harvard given me an 
extraordinary honour, but the weeks of fear and nausea I have endured at the thought of 
giving this commencement address have made me lose weight. A win-win situation! Now 
all I have to do is take deep breaths, squint at the red banners and convince myself that I 
am at the world’s largest Gryffindor reunion.

Delivering a commencement address is a great responsibility; or so I thought until I cast 
my mind back to my own graduation. The commencement speaker that day was the 
distinguished British philosopher Baroness Mary Warnock. Reflecting on her speech has 
helped me enormously in writing this one, because it turns out that I can’t remember a 
single word she said. This liberating discovery enables me to proceed without any fear 
that I might inadvertently influence you to abandon promising careers in business, the 
law or politics for the giddy delights of becoming a gay wizard.

You see? If all you remember in years to come is the ‘gay wizard’ joke, I’ve come out ahead 
of Baroness Mary Warnock. Achievable goals: the first step to self improvement.

Actually, I have wracked my mind and heart for what I ought to say to you today. I have 
asked myself what I wish I had known at my own graduation, and what important lessons 
I have learned in the 21 years that have expired between that day and this.

I have come up with two answers. On this wonderful day when we are gathered together 
to celebrate your academic success, I have decided to talk to you about the benefits of 
failure. And as you stand on the threshold of what is sometimes called ‘real life’, I want to 
extol the crucial importance of imagination.

These may seem quixotic or paradoxical choices, but please bear with me.

Looking back at the 21-year-old that I was at graduation, is a slightly uncomfortable 
experience for the 42-year-old that she has become. Half my lifetime ago, I was striking 
an uneasy balance between the ambition I had for myself, and what those closest to me 
expected of me.

I was convinced that the only thing I wanted to do, ever, was to write novels. However, 
my parents, both of whom came from impoverished backgrounds and neither of whom 
had been to college, took the view that my overactive imagination was an amusing 
personal quirk that would never pay a mortgage, or secure a pension. I know that the 
irony strikes with the force of a cartoon anvil, now.

So they hoped that I would take a vocational degree; I wanted to study English Literature. 
A compromise was reached that in retrospect satisfied nobody, and I went up to study 
Modern Languages. Hardly had my parents’ car rounded the corner at the end of the road 
than I ditched German and scuttled off down the Classics corridor.

Glossary

quixotic – unrealistic and impractical
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Text B

This text is a transcript from an interview between a local radio presenter and a 20-year 
old single mother from Lancashire.

KEY

P= Phil (radio presenter) K = Keelie (single mother)  bold  emphatic stress

 (.)  micro pause (less than a 
second)

(3)  longer pause (number 
of seconds indicated)

 / _ /  phonemic tran-
scription

 ?  rising intonation

P: Keelie can I ask you (.) how much you get to bring your two children up?

K: at this moment?

P: yeah

K: er (.) with my /wɪ mɪ/ income support /ɪŋkʊm səpɔːʔ/ and my lone /lɔːn/ parent and 
my fam- and my family allowance (.) er (.) it comes to a-hundred-and-five pound 
/peʊnd/

P: and how do you manage off that?

K: I’m all right /æm ɔː ræːʔ/ up until (.) when we get to the /təʔ/ weekend and then 
we’re right but /bʊʔ/ (.) if I (.) I’m right because (.) but you’ve to get like (.) there’s 
electric to buy /bæː/ gas to buy there’s food to buy (.) there’s phone to pay for there’s 
l- (.) water to pay for (.) there’s all your bills before you even start (.) before you can get 
your shopping /ʃɒpɪn/ because otherwise you’ll have naught /nɒʊʔ/ (.) on to cook it 
in (.) or any light to sit in (1) so obviously you’ve to pay all your bills before you even 
(.) get to your shopping like (1) er (.) but you can’t it isn’t /ɪnt/ as though you’ve got 
enough money to take the /tə tekʔ/ children out (1) you know /nɔː/ take them out  
/tek əm eʊʔ/ for a day swimming or (1) you know take them to (.) where you need 
money /mʊne/ (.) you know you you eith- you have to either /æːvə/ borrow for it or 
save /se:v/ (1) you know put a bit /pʊr ə bɪt/ away each week to (.) to get to where 
you want to go (1) but you don’t get no holidays /ɒlədɪz/ or (.) where you could put 
(.) bits of money away (.) a week  to save up for an holiday to take ‘em on holiday in 
the summer or aught /ɒʊʔ/ like that (.) that’s (.) you know (1) it just gives you barely 
enough to live on (2) that’s what it is

P: and are you sometimes worried about whether you can afford to feed them?

K: yeah I have been /bɪn/ (2) like wh- er (2) when you get to Christmases and birthdays 
/bəfdeːz/ and things like that where you’ve to buy presents (1) you know you’ve 
to save up for Christmas you end up getting loans out (.) so you’ve loans to come 
out of your money a week (1) and you’ve all sorts to come out you know because 
you’ve had to provide /prəvæːd/ for them for Christmas (1) or for their birthdays or 
(.) whatever (1) you know y- it’s all coming out o’ o’ /ə/ your one week’s money (2) 
you know it’s it i- I don’t know it’s not fair really is it (2) there’s er (1) but there again 
y- (1) I don’t know (1) but I don’t want to go out to work un- until the children are old 
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enough (2) you know not (.) like (.) I don’t want to (.) I didn’t /dɪnʔ/ want to be going 
out to work when they were babies /beːbɪz/ (1) cause I wanted to bring them /ðəm/ 
up (.) they were my children I and I I wanted to be there to bring them /əm/ up to 
walk them /əm/  to talk them /əm/ to (.) whatever them /əm/ (1) er (.) so it isn’t /ɪnʔ/ 
until they’re going to /gʊnə/ get older anyhow /enɪeʊ/ before I go into work where 
I know they can come home /kʊm ɔːm/ (.) theirselves (1) you know (1) y- you go out 
and pay for a childminder you can’t (1) childminders (.) y- that’d be your wage /weːdʒ/ 
gone (2) cause they aren’t they (.) it is five pound an hour so I’ve been told (1) for a 
childminder (.) so if you went into (.) eight hours a day work (1) it works out quite a bit 
for two children.

Glossary

aught – anything
naught – nothing
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SECTION B: Variation over Time

Each of these texts gives expert advice about health.

Text C

This text is a letter written in 1628 by a doctor and given to his patient after she had visited 
him for a consultation.

For Mrs Bridges

When yow come home yow may begin with the Physick wch yow have from hence so 
soon as yow will: taking it in a manner following, Provide the like Possetale as you did 
here. To a reasonable draught of that Posetale yow may put two spoonefull and an half of 
the opening wine. Mix them and put a little sugar to them to relish them: and so drinke 
it in the morning fasting. Walke, or use some good exercise after it for the space of an 
hour and halfe, and fast after it for the space of three howers: then make a light meale of 
boyled meate. The like yoe may do a little before foure of the clock in the afternoons and 
observe the like course.

But because your body will be apt to be bounde upon the use (of ) this physick, therefore 
I have set you down some syrupes in a glasse, wherof I would have you to take three 
spoonefull mixed in the former draught any morning when you please.

And, the day after that the full course of the opening wine is finished I would have you 
take five spoonefulls of the syrupes to a draught of the former posetale and so drinke 
them warme. And two houers after take a draught of warm thin broth. And at any time 
when you are costive you may use a suppositorys made with honey and salt boyled to a 
height and put a little fine powder of Aniseeds and fenell seeds to it when you make it 
up.

Be carefull in your diet. Eat noe meatte but flesh as is of an easy digestion: as mutton, 
veale, lambe, capon, chicken or the like: Avoide all raw salletts, or fruites: But for sallets 
use capers washed in warme water. And sallett of broome budds, or Asparagus or the 
topps of young hopps are good. Or Cowslipp flowers candiyed and mixed wth a little 
vinegar. Or rosemary flowers wth a little vinegar and sugar.

I am afrayd your body will not endure the use of wine: but if you use any Let it be onely a 
draught of mulled claret wine with a sprigg of rosemary, and sweetened wth sugar, and 
take it in the middle of your meale.

All salt meates and baked, or spiced meates are nought for you: and milk or milky meates 
are worse.

Yow must endeavour to be cheerefull and avoyde all passions of fear, anger or 
melancholye.

Glossary

Physick – medicine
Possetale – a drink made from warmed milk mixed with alcoholic drink
bounde –  constipated
costive  – constipated
suppositorys – medical preparation inserted into the lower bowel
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Text D

This text is from a booklet promoting healthy eating produced by Public Health England.
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