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Candidate A 
 
Task 1 
 
Article about aphasia 
The material selected is good and it is presented in an accessible way for an 
‘informed but non-specialist’ audience. It isn’t as cohesive in places as it should be 
for the mark awarded. It jumps a bit from topic to topic within the article. The 
issues surrounding the condition are clearly presented and discussed, and technical 
points are clearly glossed or explained in a way that is appropriate. There is a good 
use of personal experience to humanise what could be a fairly abstract discussion, 
but perhaps it would be better in the context of an article if she had spoken about 
her own experience in the third person. The ending is a bit abrupt. 



 
Marks 
 
AO1 is borderline between bands 2 and 3. The selection of material isn’t always 
fully appropriate. On balance, a mark in band 3 better represents the achievement.  
5 marks.  
 
AO4 It is confident, the voice is clear, the style is consistent and confident.   
16 marks. 
 
Overall mark for Task 1: 21. 
 
Task 2 
 
This is a challenging topic. It requires the candidate learning about an aspect of 
language that her main A2 study does not require. It also presents challenges of 
data collection. Though she is studying the language of a close relative, collecting 
spoken language from someone with aphasia is not an easy thing to do. 
This is effectively a descriptive investigation. The candidate looks at one person 
with this condition and identifies the language features that seem to typify it. There 
is a very small amount of data, but given the nature of the condition and the aims 
of the investigation, this is sufficient. The data is analysed very closely. As the 
informant is her grandmother, she is able to go beyond the list of expected features 
and identify aspects of her grandmother’s speech and discuss possible reasons for 
this. She shows open-mindedness is her ability to speculate and to query the 
received wisdom about the ways in which aphasia will affect speech.  
There are a few errors: she should really use IPA for pronunciation section, she 
misunderstands Grice (but this doesn’t really affect the analysis).  
This is a challenging topic, the candidate investigates it systematically with a clear 
focus, and shows open-mindedness. The investigation is generally clearly laid out 
and is reader-friendly.  
 
Marks 
 
AO1 There is little to fault here. The idea of PPA sufferers flouting the maxim of 
manner is problematic. The speakers clearly don’t, but the point is retrieved to an 
extent by the brief discussion of listener interpretation. However, Grice is not really 
useful here. More use of IPA would have been helpful.      
    
9 marks.  
 
AO2 Clear understanding of theory well explained and applied. She is aware of the 
significance of the research results and does not make too large claims for this. The 
analysis is rigorous, effective and accurate. She shows open-mindedness in her 
application of theory, and is aware of the importance of individual differences in a 
very small-scale study of this nature.   
16 marks. 
 
AO3 She is clear about the context of the language she is observing, and analyses 
it using appropriate key constituents. She is aware of the limitations of her data 
and is able to account for these.   
16 marks.  
 
AO4 This investigation clearly shows open-mindedness. She takes her analysis 
beyond the areas that PPA is generally expected to affect, and offers an explanation 
these without over-large claims for what she has done. The investigation is well 



presented and clear and the candidate shows real expertise in the way she handles 
her data.    
14 marks. 
 
Overall mark for Task 2: 55. 
 
Overall mark for folder: 76. 
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Candidate 2  
 
Task 1 
Talk about horror fiction for children and adults 
The talk is reasonable fluent. It isn’t fully adapted for the format. Though there is a 
PowerPoint, and the slides are integrated into the text, there should be more 
audience awareness. There is no opening the is appropriate for a talk. It’s more like 
an essay, and similarly, the ending fails to recognise the audience fully. The writing 
is fluent and controlled and the topic is presented clearly. 
 
Marks 
 
AO1 The writing is clear, accurate and fluent and the material is appropriate to the 
topic, audience and format. The fact that is it not fully adapted to the format keeps 
it out of the top band.    
4 marks.  



 
AO4 The candidate is aware of the requirements of the chosen format. She uses 
PowerPoint and addresses the audience directly. The style is consistent and 
appropriate for the audience and the topic, though she slips where the format is 
concerned.     
12 marks. 
 
Overall mark for Task 1: 16 
 
Task 2 
Analysing the language used to create tension in children’s’ and adults’ horror 
novels. This is a classic example of a research question that is too large. The 
candidate tries to define her area of study which cuts the data down to a 
manageable level, but means the investigation is, in fact, a comparison of two 
writers, one of whom writes for a child audience and one of whom writes for adults. 
The selection of Stephen King’s The Shining means she has a massive amount of 
data to work with. She cuts this down by focusing on the climax of the novel or the 
‘main event.’  
The analysis of the children’s novel, Return of the Mummy by R L Stine is clear and 
competent. She analyses the language across a range of key constituents including 
syntax, grammar and aspects of discourse. Some of her findings are perceptive and 
based on her analysis. The analysis of The Shining is far less effective. This book is 
a great deal more complex, and the candidate doesn’t seem to be able to get to 
grips with the very distinctive features of King’s style. The analysis is therefore 
tentative and superficial. The investigation would have been better had the 
candidate focused on texts for children. She identifies the formulaic nature of the R 
L Stine text. It would have been interesting to search for these formulaic aspects of 
writing in other popular horror novels aimed at children. 
 
Marks 
 
AO1 Her methodology and data collection are flawed, but work effectively for part 
of her data. The analysis is generally accurate with a few small errors. Her 
conclusion and evaluation show some awareness of the weaknesses of the 
investigation.  
7 marks. 
   
AO2 She defines and appropriate area for investigation, but doesn’t narrow it down 
sufficiently. She is aware of the significance of her research results with some 
perceptive comments on the functions of formulaic writing. The analysis is mostly 
effective and accurate.    
10 marks. 
 
AO3 She is aware of the context of her data, especially in relation to the children’s 
books. Her selection of key constituents to analyse is good and the analysis is 
carried out mostly effectively. She is aware of the weakness of her collection 
methods and draws her conclusions appropriately.    
11 marks. 
 
AO4 There is some open-mindedness in her approach. The investigation is readable 
and easy to follow, and her selection of linguistic approaches is confident.  
  
10 marks. 
Overall marks for Task 2: 38. 
 
Overall marks for folder: 54. 
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Candidate C 
 
Task 1 
 
Magazine article about the way women’s magazines promote stereotypes. 
This is a lively and strongly felt piece of writing. The enthusiasm for the subject 
runs away with the candidate from time to time leading to a certain inconsistency in 
style and sometimes a lack of clarity. However, the format is appropriate for a 
magazine article, especially an opinion piece, and the candidate uses humour and 
exaggeration to engage her audience. 
 
Mark 
 
AO1 The material is appropriate for the topic, audience and format. There are 
lapses in the accuracy. Bullet 2 pulls it to the top of the band, bullet 1 pulls it to the 
bottom. On balance, 4 is a more representative mark than 3.     
4 marks. 
 
AO4 She is aware of the requirement of the format. The style is consistent and 
generally appropriate. It is mostly consistent with some lapses. A mark in the 
middle of the band best reflects the balance of strengths and weaknesses.  
12 marks.  
 
Overall marks for Task 1: 16. 
 
Task 2 
 
How does the language use within woman’s magazines enforce common 
stereotypes of women. 
This is an interesting and appropriate topic. The candidate is not entirely clear in 
her focus. Is she looking at what attracts women to specific magazines, or is she 
looking at the way these publications present and stereotype them. She shows 
some open-mindedness in her view that there will be more than one way to 
interpret the language, but the lack of clear focus is a weakness.  
She doesn’t supply data, which makes it hard to assess her findings. She mentions 
a questionnaire which seems to be well-thought out, but as she doesn’t include a 
copy, it is impossible to tell.  
The analysis is generally accurate, and she selects appropriate key constituents to 
analyse. However, this could be more sustained. There are several generalisations 
that may be supported by her analysis but we need to see more of this. 



There is reference to theory. She uses Robin Lakoff, but doesn’t force her data into 
this mould. She mentions other researchers and theories. The analysis could be 
more focused and there is overall a lack of a theoretical underpinning. The 
conclusions are a bit large and general. 
 
Mark 
 
AO1 Her methodology has the potential to achieve the aims of her investigation. 
Her analysis and use of terminology has some inaccuracies and the investigation is 
not always presented in the most helpful way. The strengths keep it in band 3, but 
towards the bottom as it has some band 2 qualities.      
6 marks. 
 
AO2 There is a lack of theoretical underpinning that weakens the investigation. 
There is some effectiveness and accuracy in the analysis and she shows some 
awareness of the significance of the research results.      
6 marks.  
 
AO3 She is aware of the context of her data and the different contexts within the 
data. Her analysis if key constituents is broadly accurate. There are weaknesses 
that take her to the bottom of this band.      
8 marks.  
 
AO4 Clear evidence of independent thought. She has chosen her analytical method 
with confidence and it is generally appropriate. The investigation engages the 
reader with its enthusiasm and strongly felt views, but could be more clearly 
supported by the analysis.  
9 marks. 
 
Overall mark for Task 2: 29. 
 
Overall mark for folder: 45 
 
 


