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Moderator’s commentary: 

The journalism interview is an ambitious piece which makes good use of a range of journalistic 

strategies.  It presents the subject of the interview in the context of their home in a way which 

conveys a strong impression.  There is a judicious mix in the text of direct quotation and summary.  

The narrative has a distinct angle of an elderly  but sprightly man looking back over the 

achievements of his life and eventually putting them into a relevant modern context.  The audience 

is enticed by the reference to celebrities and well known advertising campaigns.  Although there are 

a few minor technical errors and some awkwardness of phrasing, the piece is generally accurate and 

fluent.   

The monologue is successful in creating a convincing individual voice.  The candidate shows good 

awareness of genre in the ability to handle dramatic irony as the truth about the situation becomes 

clear to the audience before it dawns on the central character.  The piece is well structured 

dramatically with an effective ending. 

The commentaries are sharp and insightful showing a high degree of awareness of the writing 

process.  In the commentaries on both pieces candidate refers to linguistic choices in their own work 

and in a number of stimulus texts.  There is a clear awareness of the need to be explicit about 

linguistic strategies in the commentaries. 

AO1: 5+5 =10 

AO2: 5+5 =10 

AO4: 18+19 =37 

Commentary: 10 +10= 20 

Total: 77   
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Moderator’s commentary: 

The interview with the candidate’s mother has a clear angle and focus concerned as it is with her 

views on diet and nutrition in respect to young people.  The interviewee is presented in context 

using a range of strategies including for example narrative report of action.  “Margie offered a 

selection of homemade custard squares before we began”.  The article is clearly targeted for the 

readers of Jamie magazine and focuses on topics which would be of interest to this audience.  The 

piece is however quite wordy and would perhaps have benefited from more rigorous editing.  

The scripted presentation on children’s language acquisition tackles a challenging topic with some 

considerable degree of success.  A range of strategies, including statistics and the ‘case history’ are 

utilised to engage the target audience.  The piece is successful in explaining quite complex concepts 

in an accessible way.  However, the enormous breadth of the topic inevitably leads to shortcuts and 

oversimplification which weakens the effect a little. 

Both commentaries are competent and thorough.  The commentary on the interview identifies and 

comments on the use of language in the stimulus text.   

A01: 5+5 =10 

A02: 5+5 =10 

A04: 16+18 = 34 

Commentaries 

A01:9 

A02: 9 

Total: 72  
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Moderator’s commentary: 

The monologue is a slight piece in which a teenage narrator laments the loss of his father who has 

abandoned the family.  The candidate has been quite successful in creating a convincing voice 

although this is clearly well within the candidate’s ‘comfort zone’.  The writing is largely accurate 

with only a few minor errors and the candidate is successful in conveying the emotional state of the 

protagonist without being too explicit about it. 

The interview with the boy from Nepal is a sensitive and thoughtful piece with a distinct and 

relevant angle – how it feels to be an immigrant (or as the candidate puts it ‘a victim of cultural 

change’).  There are some passages where the expression is awkward and a little unclear but it is a 

largely effective article on a potentially sensitive issue. 

The commentary for the monologue refers to stimulus texts and explains a number of the strategies 

used in the piece effectively.  The commentary on the article shows good awareness of genre. 

A01: 4+ 4=8 

A02: 4+ 4=8 

A04: 15+17 =32 

Commentaries 

A01: 7 

A02: 7 

Total: 62   



25 
 

 

 

Candidate 4 



26 
 

 



27 
 

 

Commentary 



28 
 



29 
 

 

 



30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commentary 



31 
 

Moderator’s commentary:  

The story is supposedly based on an anecdote by the candidate’s uncle but it has clearly been largely 

invented by the candidate. The candidate attempts an action packed narrative for a young male 

readership.  It is largely accurately written and there is a sense of suspense being gradually built up.   

The attention paid to the accessories (cars, phones etc) are typical of a certain form of contemporary 

fiction. 

The monologue is fairly predictable and the ‘twist’ is heavily signalled.  However, the voice is 

reasonably well realized and the structure is fairly tight.   

The commentaries contain some relevant linguistic focus and make some valid points about 

language choice which are exemplified appropriately. There is reference to narrative theory for 

example in the first commentary.  However, there are no references to stimulus texts.   

A01: 4 + 4 =8 

A02: 3+4 =7 

A04 :14+12 =26 

Commentaries 

A01: 6 

A02: 6 

Total: 53   
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Moderator’s commentary:  

The candidate has written a narrative based on an oral account of doing a charity run.  There is an 

attempt to be innovative in the way the story is told by including a series of ‘flashbacks’ in which the 

character doing the run recalls the events that led to her deciding to take part in the charity run.  

However, the flashbacks don’t particularly add to the dramatic effect or to the reader’s enjoyment of 

the story.  The actual account of the run is quite straightforward and shows little evidence of having 

been shaped for narrative impact. 

The scripted presentation is quite an ambitious task.  There are some problems with the examples 

used by the candidate such as the one from Steven Pinker, which is about commas rather than 

apostrophes.  Nevertheless there is an attempt to structure the information in a way which is 

accessible and meaningful for the target audience. The commentaries show a rudimentary 

understanding of linguistic concepts. 

.A01: 3+ 3=6 

A02 :4+ 4= 8 

A04 :11+12=23 

Commentary  

A01:3 

A02: 2 

Total mark : 42 
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Moderator’s commentary: 

The story is supposedly based on an anecdote by the candidate’s uncle but it has clearly been largely 

invented by the candidate.  It has also as the candidate acknowledges been influenced by the film 

‘Saving Private Ryan’.  The candidate attempts an action-packed, fast-paced narrative.  However, 

there are many inaccuracies of language and punctuation and there is a problem with inconsistent 

tense.  The piece is far too long and desperately needed editing.  

The monologue is more successful.  The language is more controlled and there are fewer mistakes.  

There is a clear narrative shape.  The idea of the victim of bullies who turns to violence himself in 

desperation is worked out in the monologue.  The refrain “I am not a bad person” is used to good 

effect to point up the irony of the situation. 

The commentaries are very limited.  They show only a basic understanding of linguistic concepts and 

choices.  Both tend to focus on issues to do with the subject matter of the pieces rather than the 

language choices.  There is no reference to stimulus texts at all (unless you count Saving Private 

Ryan). 

A01: 2+ 3=5 

A02 :2+ 3=5 

A04 :8+10=18 

Commentary  

A01: 2 

A02: 2 

Total mark : 32   


