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Introduction
Generally speaking, most candidates engaged well with each question and managed their
time effectively to produce full and lengthy answers. However, the breadth and depth of
analysis needed to perform well at Advanced Subsidiary level remained a challenge for some
candidates.

This report intends to give insight into the patterns and trends that emerged in this series.
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Question 1
This question was answered very well and showed the least amount of differentiation. This
high performing question clearly showed that candidates are to some extent equipped with
sufficient technical knowledge to tackle the more demanding questions.
Although Question 1 was answered well generally, there were a few low mark awards.
Lower achievement was usually signified, as grammatical terms were cited in everyday
ways, e.g. question or command. Also, there was a tendency of weaker responses to merely
copy the language patterns in the example e.g. ‘We are the Canaries!’ was exampled with
‘We don’t care’. In addition to this, there was sometimes confusion over the identification
of word class, e.g. adjectives were stated as adverbs. Or responses quoting ‘diexis’ and
‘context bound’ were listed more than once throughout the answer.
This section offers candidates the opportunity to demonstrate their linguistic knowledge
and understanding. It is the purpose of this paper to assess this; therefore subsequent
questions have been designed to build on these foundations. As this report serves to help
teachers to raise achievement, I will refer to this knowledge base throughout the report, as
a means of offering insight into how candidates can enhance their performance.

Examiner Comments

Here the candidate clearly spotted the pronoun,
and found a good example from the source
booklet.
This demonstrated good linguistic knowledge
and was awarded full marks.
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Question 2
In contrast, although this question showed a wide differentiation of responses it mostly
highlighted weakness. It was common for candidates to confuse the demands of this
question with the demands of Questions 3 and 4. Candidates rarely engaged in meaningful
ways with the range of contextual factors outlined in the specification and guidance.

In lower bands, answers talked about the context with limited linguistic focus.

Examiner Comments

Following this example, one might speculate how focussing on
the contextual factors might have improved this response. For
example, had the candidate expressed this answer through the
framework of tenor, it is possible that it may have taken shape
into a response that was awardable. If the ‘declarative’ has
been linked to the mode of the chant, it is possible that the
candidate could have found the focus to express their ideas.
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In band 2, candidates tended to use the framework, mode, field, function and tenor but in a
formulaic way.

Examiner Comments

It is evident from this example, that the basic
principle behind the function of chants has been
grasped. However, had this candidate chosen to
expand on the ‘support’, ‘persuasion’ and ‘fun’
aspects, with discussion and concrete examples from
the texts, substantiated with linguistic labelling, this
response would have gained more marks.
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In band 3, candidates able to demonstrate some understanding of contextual factors were
able to offer some insight into chanting.

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded for their discussion
and example, as it offered some insight into their
thinking. Had the candidate developed this further by
labelling the contraction or the monosyllabic rhyming
adjectives and linked it to mode or function, it could
well have taken this response to the top of the band.
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Question 3
This was by far the most successfully answered question. Most candidates seemed to
answer the question and made some attempt to deconstruct and discuss the features of
the text. However, there seemed to be a discrepancy between an evidently clear knowledge
base and a fundamental misunderstanding of linguistic analysis. Candidates did explain the
differences in language use that they noticed, but it was very rare to see this analysis go
beyond lexis or semantic meaning. The application of grammatical enquiry remained to be
a worry. There was limited exploration of the key constituents and linguistic methods, as
a means of enquiry. This remains at the heart of this specification and the questions are
designed to enable the candidates to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and skills
in a range of different ways. The structure of English and grammatical enquiry underpin the
key constituents. Often candidates would start with ‘Grammatically speaking…’ and then
go on to make general comments about sentence moods. In order to gain higher marks
candidates would benefit from focussing on the technical aspects of texts, as the basis of
their analysis.
Despite this, this question showed the candidates starting to employ their understanding of
theorists and theories. These were clearly understood and the best responses came from
discussion relating to convergence and divergence.
Band 1 responses often lacked linguistic rigour, ranging from discussion in general terms,
through to analysis with some lower level terminology.

Examiner Comments

The candidate’s reference to graphology for a spoken chant demonstrated a
fundamental misunderstanding of the key constituents. Had this candidate focused
on simple sentences and minor sentences and explored the relationship between
language use and form/genre, then it would have been awarded more marks.
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Band 2 responses tended to analyse lower level language features in more detail, often with
examples.

Examiner Comments

Here the candidate noticed that the exclamative
mood added emphasis, however this lack of technical
understanding warranted a lower mark. Should the
candidate had used the examples to go beyond mood,
they would have been awarded more marks.

GCE English Language 6EN01 01

9

Band 3 responses dealt with language features in a more advanced way. However, the range
of key constituents still required greater breadth.

Examiner Comments

In this text, the candidate secured an interesting
discussion of the lexis, but would have benefited from
linguistic labelling e.g. verb, noun etc. Also by employing
more of the key constituents, they might have performed
better on the task, as a wider breadth of coverage
prevented the candidate obtaining the full marks.
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Question 4
Candidates performed least well on Question 4. Candidates are expected to interrogate
a range of texts using key constituents and linguistic methods. To obtain full marks the
candidates needed to analyse each text thoroughly.
Responses ranged from a competent enquiry through to the ‘guessing of the real answer’
and the production of an uncritical ‘whodunit’ style approach.
In band 1, candidates were led primarily by the lexis of the text. They often tried to link the
choice of vocabulary to the origin of the language user.

Examiner Comments

Here, had the comment about non-complex lexis
been supported with an example and labelled with a
linguistic term, the development of it being typical
of a young child would have gained it more marks.
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In band 2, there was a tendency to discuss the texts with very general comments about the
grammar, usually with limited exemplification.

Examiner Comments

In this case the pertinent and interesting
comments about discourse and function, and
general comments about interrogative and
imperative moods lack rigour. To obtain more
marks, the candidate would need to explore
with more focus.
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There were very few candidates falling in band 3 for this question. This was mainly due to
the lack of key constituents and use of theorists and theories.

Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate explored repetition,
morphemes, colloquialisms and rhyming’. This
range of features with development of the effects
put the response in the lower end of band 3.
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Question 5
This was generally a successfully answered question. However, due to a limited use of the
key constituents, there were few awards at the top of the mark scheme. To achieve a top
band mark, candidates need to be competent with linguistic methods of enquiry. Evidence
of the analysis of the grammar of each text was very difficult to find, with the exception of a
few astute candidates noticing the passive voice in Text 1.
Generally candidates dealt with theorists well, but tended to be over-reliant and uncritical
of Lakoff. However, candidate’s ability to demonstrate knowledge about language, through
their discussion of theory remains to be the strength of this unit.
Few candidates discussed the relevance of presenting self. Some candidates carried on with
a forensic approach and made misplaced value judgements about the real identity of Danuta
Reah, whilst some other candidates carried forward the framework of the contextual factors.
Lower band responses tended to produce narrative accounts describing the features of the
text.

Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate described the purpose
of the text well, however, he or she did not analyse the
ways in which the writers present self. There is a clear
attempt to discuss the lexis and provide examples, but
this took shape in a feature spotting way.
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At the middle of the banding, the theoretical aspects of study were dealt with well. There
were some attempts to analyse the features of the text and acknowledge the effects.

Examiner Comments

Here the candidate has commented on graphology of the text
in an insightful way, exploring the relationship between the
visual effect and power, and then developed this idea well. As
this was a follow up to a point made about Goffman’s facing,
this lower level key constituent obtained marks.
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Higher band responses explored the impact of grammatical choices.

Examiner Comments

This was awarded at the bottom of band 4 for
AO3. It is clear to see an attempted linguistic
enquiry. Although some of the concepts are not
secure, the candidate has chosen a relevant
method of enquiry and this was duly awarded.
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Summary
In this report, I have recommended some positive action to improve performance. To
conclude I would highly recommend that candidates are exposed to the specific demands of
each question. In addition to this, the application of technical grammatical deconstruction
would greatly enhance achievement. As there is clear evidence that candidates have a good
knowledge base of grammar and terminology from Question 1, we should be encouraged to
see the application and development of this in future series.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

GCE English Language 6EN01 01

17

Further copies of this publication are available from
Edexcel Publications, Adamsway, Mansfield, Notts, NG18 4FN
Telephone 01623 467467
Fax 01623 450481
Email publication.orders@edexcel.com
Order Code US027847 June 2011
For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit
www.edexcel.com/quals
Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE

