AS and
A Level
English
Language
and
Literature

EXEMPLAR RESPONSES
A level paper 2, section A – unseen prose non-fiction

Student Exemplar Responses
A level paper 2, section A – unseen prose non-fiction

Contents
About this exemplars pack........................................................................... 2
Mark scheme ............................................................................................. 3
EXEMPLAR RESPONSE A .............................................................................. 4
Society and the Individual ........................................................................ 4
Marker’s comments ................................................................................. 5
EXEMPLAR RESPONSE B .............................................................................. 6
Love and Loss ......................................................................................... 6
Marker’s comments ................................................................................. 8
EXEMPLAR RESPONSE C .............................................................................. 9
Love and Loss ......................................................................................... 9
Marker’s comments ............................................................................... 11
EXEMPLAR RESPONSE D............................................................................ 13
Love and Loss ....................................................................................... 13
Marker’s comments ............................................................................... 16
EXEMPLAR RESPONSE E ............................................................................ 17
Love and Loss ....................................................................................... 17
Marker’s comments ............................................................................... 19
EXEMPLAR RESPONSE F ............................................................................ 20
Love and Loss ....................................................................................... 20
Marker’s comments ............................................................................... 24

Student Exemplar Responses
A level paper 2, section A – unseen prose non-fiction

About this exemplars pack
This pack has been produced to support English Language and Literature teachers
delivering the new GCE English Language and Literature specification (first assessment
summer 2017).
The pack contains exemplar student responses to GCE A level English Language and
Literature paper 2 (Section A – unseen prose non-fiction). It shows real student
responses to the questions taken from the sample assessment materials.
For schools delivering a co-taught AS and A level course, this content will be covered in
the second year, as it is not an AS requirement. For schools teaching a linear 2 year A
level only, the course content can be taught in any order. Please see the example course
planners for more support on delivering the course content.
The A level unseen prose non-fiction questions address 3 Assessment Objects: AO1,
AO2, AO3.

Following each question you will find the mark scheme for the band that the student has
achieved, with accompanying examiner comments on how the marks have been
awarded, and any ways in which the response might have been improved. For the
extracts, please see the respective sample assessment materials.

Mark scheme
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AO1 = bullet points 1

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5

AO2 = bullet point 2

AO3 = bullet
point 3

Mark
Descriptor (AO1, AO2, AO3)
0
No rewardable material
1–4
Descriptive
• Knowledge of concepts and methods is largely unassimilated.
Recalls limited range of terminology and makes frequent errors
and technical lapses.
• Uses a narrative or descriptive approach or paraphrases.
Shows little understanding of the writer’s/speaker’s
crafting of the text.
• Describes contextual factors. Has limited awareness of
significance
and influence of how texts are produced and
5–8
General
understanding
received.
• Recalls concepts and methods of analysis that show general
understanding. Organises and expresses ideas with some
clarity, though has lapses in use of terminology.
• Gives surface reading of texts. Applies some general
understanding of writer’s/speaker’s techniques.
• Describes general contextual factors. Makes some links
between
significance
influence of how texts are produced and
9–12
Clear
relevantand
application
• received.
Applies relevant concepts and methods of analysis to texts
with clear examples. Ideas are structured logically and
expressed with few lapses in clarity and transitioning. Clear
use of terminology.
• Shows clear understanding of how meaning is shaped by
linguistic and literary features. Able to support this with clear
examples.
• Explains clearcontrolled
significanceapplication
and influence of contextual factors.
13–16 Discriminating
Makes relevant
links
to how texts
are produced
and received.
• Applies
controlled
discussion
of concepts
and methods
supported with use of discriminating examples. Controls the
structure of response with effective transitions, carefullychosen language and use of terminology.
• Analyses the effects of linguistic and literary features and
of the writer’s craft. Shows awareness of nuances and
subtleties.
• Provides discriminating awareness of links between the text
and
contextual
factors.
Consistently makes inferences about how
17–20 Critical
evaluative
application
are critical
produced
and received.
• texts
Presents
application
of concepts and methods with
sustained examples. Uses sophisticated structure and
expression with appropriate register and style, including
use of appropriate terminology.
• Exhibits critical evaluation of writer’s/speaker’s linguistic and
literary choices. Evaluates their effects on shaping
meaning.
• Critically examines context by looking at subtleties and
nuances.
Examines multi-layered nature of texts and how they are
produced and received.
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Society and the Individual
Text A uses many linguistic features typical of a factual historic account yet it also relies
on certain features of journalistic writing given the author of the text. Also we can
highlight the personal connection the author has with the incident through his emotive
lexical choices, which probably results from the eyewitness nature of the account. A
combination of all these contextual and linguistic features enables the writer to convey
his response to the atomic bomb
Firstly given the account form of Text A the author uses factual information to set the
scene for the reader and inform of the damning effects of the atomic bomb. The
numerical lexis, “70,000 and 80,000” achieves the informative purpose of the text yet
also conveys the horrific consequences of this act of warfare which in turn conveys the
event in a shocking way. The writer continues to use facts to inform the reader of the
event in question, “on August 6th,” and “At 7:31.” These prepositional phrases not only
convey information but they also emphasise the magnitude of the event given that the
author remembers minute details of the day. These details and facts echo the journalistic
format of an account, linking directly to the author’s profession.
However as the article progresses the facts disperse and adverbial phrases are used
instead, “about half an hour,” “some of.” These estimations represented by the adverbs
reflect the degree of chaos that ensued in Hiroshima after the dropping of the atomic
bomb. The lack of accuracy and certainty is representative of the atmosphere and
situation in this town; this also represents the author’s distress and his inability to focus
on minute details when faced with such destruction.
The writer also conveys his response to this event through an asyndetic list of nouns,
“walls, houses, factories and other buildings.” Through this linguistic device we get an
impression of the magnitude of destruction due to the list suggesting an on-going list of
concrete nouns that were “spun around.” Also as all of these objects are typically strong
and robust concrete nouns the writer highlights that nothing could withstand the power
of the atomic bomb. Once again this device conveys the chaos and trauma of the event
whilst simultaneously conveying the writer’s disbelief at all these objects being
“annihilated.” As all this destruction is detailed here the writer whether consciously or not
creates sympathy for the town of Hiroshima and subsequently presents them as the
victims and America as the persecutors for causing such atrocity. With regard to this it is
clear why Japan surrendered in WW2 shortly after this event, due to the absolute
devastation that swept their nation as symbolised by the asyndetic list quoted above.
The writer conveys the event in question as one filled with fast paced action through his
use of dynamic verbs, “killed,” “annihilated,” “disappeared,” “burned.” These construct
the action of the text which given the form of event and text we would expect. Also the
fact that these verbs are presented in the past tense highlights the respective outlook on
the event and is a common linguistic feature of journalistic accounts reflected in the
writer’s profession. These verb choices not only contribute to the action of the event but
they also increase the pace of the text by detailing the events; this is also common of a
retelling and is especially common of a formal account. The verbs quoted above also
construct a semantic field of warfare and death, a key journalistic device that reflects the
subject matter presented. This feature also aids in presenting the horrific nature of the
event and the writer really conveys the extent of death and horror brought about by the
bomb through these linguistic choices. As the semantic field infiltrates the article with
death and war it reflects how death and war infiltrated Hiroshima not just at the time of
the attack but also for a considerable time afterwards. It may also reflect the mindset of
the writer; his verb choices reflect how his society and himself have been plagued by
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warfare and death because of this attack. Once again this presents Hiroshima as a victim
and illustrates the consequences of WW2.
The writer also uses many adjectives in his account in order to intensify the description
and portray the event as realistically as possible, “searing,” “intolerable,” “glaring whitish
pinkish.” These pre-modifying adjectives are used by the writer for dramatic effect something key to newspaper articles- hence reflecting his journalist profession once
more. The two adjectives “whitish pinkish” which premodify the noun phrase “light”
explore the indescribable nature of the atomic bomb. Unlike the polished description we
may normally expect from a journalist this description is uncertain and inaccurate; this
represents the horror of the event as it shows the writer unable to comprehend and
describe the events unfolding in front of him. In conjunction this reflects the
inconceivability of the attack and transmits the disbelief and uncertainty present at the
time.
To conclude, through the writer’s linguistic choices we are informed of the event in
question yet also gain a sense of the context at the time. It is evident that Japan is
defeated in the war by this attack and as a result we may sympathise with them due to
the writer’s portrayal of the atrocity. Overall the writer conveys his response to the
event clearly in order to inform his reader yet he simultaneously portrays the high levels
of emotion about the attack; both of these in turn allow us as readers to explore and
relate this to the context of the event.

Marker’s comments
Clear, organised and fluent with effective transitions. Supporting examples are linked to
their effects. Understands genre and context. Not a deep, probing analysis.
Level 4 – 13 marks
Level 4

13–16

Discriminating controlled application
• Applies controlled discussion of concepts and methods
supported with use of discriminating examples. Controls the
structure of response with effective transitions, carefullychosen language and use of terminology.
• Analyses the effects of linguistic and literary features and
of the writer’s craft. Shows awareness of nuances and
subtleties.
• Provides discriminating awareness of links between the text
and
contextual factors. Consistently makes inferences about how
texts are produced and received.

EXEMPLAR RESPONSE B
Love and Loss
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Marker’s comments
Fluent and coherent. Good recognition of the generic conventions. Discriminating
selection of literary and linguistic techniques, although the approach in general
does tend to be literary. Good exemplification. Response would have been
enhanced by the inclusion of more analytical detail and a sharper linguistic focus.
Level 4 – 16 marks
Level 4

13–16

Discriminating controlled application
• Applies controlled discussion of concepts and methods
supported with use of discriminating examples. Controls the
structure of response with effective transitions, carefullychosen language and use of terminology.
• Analyses the effects of linguistic and literary features and
of the writer’s craft. Shows awareness of nuances and
subtleties.
• Provides discriminating awareness of links between the text
and
contextual factors. Consistently makes inferences about how
texts are produced and received.

EXEMPLAR RESPONSE C
Love and Loss
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Marker’s comments
A strong, sustained and penetrating analysis – probing and shifting the text for
evidence. Thorough exploration of attitudes and values. Aware of nuances and
implications. All comments are supported by relevant quotations which are
skilfully embedded in the commentary.
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Level 5 – 19 marks
Level 5

17–20

Critical evaluative application
• Presents critical application of concepts and methods with
sustained examples. Uses sophisticated structure and
expression with appropriate register and style, including
use of appropriate terminology.
• Exhibits critical evaluation of writer’s/speaker’s linguistic and
literary choices. Evaluates their effects on shaping
meaning.
• Critically examines context by looking at subtleties and
nuances.
Examines multi-layered nature of texts and how they are
produced and received.
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EXEMPLAR RESPONSE D
Love and Loss
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Marker’s comments
Excellent use of time. A full, detailed and sharply analytical response which
clearly targets all AOs. The analysis is highly perceptive, a good range of
linguistic features are very specifically identified and exemplified. Critical
evaluation throughout and very mature awareness of the multi-layered nature of
the text.
Level 5 – 20 marks
Level 5

17–20

Critical evaluative application
• Presents critical application of concepts and methods with
sustained examples. Uses sophisticated structure and
expression with appropriate register and style, including
use of appropriate terminology.
• Exhibits critical evaluation of writer’s/speaker’s linguistic and
literary choices. Evaluates their effects on shaping
meaning.
• Critically examines context by looking at subtleties and
nuances.
Examines multi-layered nature of texts and how they are
produced and received.

EXEMPLAR RESPONSE E
Love and Loss
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Marker’s comments
Identifies a number of relevant features. Some awareness of Bronte’s attitude
although some misinterpretation of her tone. Writes clearly and coherently (one
colloquial lapse).
Level 3 – 9 marks
Level 3

9–12

Clear relevant application
• Applies relevant concepts and methods of analysis to texts
with clear examples. Ideas are structured logically and
expressed with few lapses in clarity and transitioning. Clear
use of terminology.
• Shows clear understanding of how meaning is shaped by
linguistic and literary features. Able to support this with clear
examples.
• Explains clear significance and influence of contextual factors.
Makes relevant links to how texts are produced and received.

EXEMPLAR RESPONSE F
Love and Loss
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Marker’s comments
Identifies generic features although a tendency at times to treat text as fiction
with discussion of ‘narrative voice’. Some repetition and lack of clarity of
expression, although generally coherent. Does tend to over-concentrate on
context/genre at expense of analysis. Writes at length but lacks the brevity and
discrimination needed to achieve a mark in a higher band.
Level 2 - 7 marks
Level 2

5–8

General understanding
• Recalls concepts and methods of analysis that show general
understanding. Organises and expresses ideas with some
clarity, though has lapses in use of terminology.
• Gives surface reading of texts. Applies some general
understanding of writer’s/speaker’s techniques.
• Describes general contextual factors. Makes some links
between
significance and influence of how texts are produced and
received.

