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Please refer to the specific marking guidance on page 2 when applying this marking grid. 

AO1 = bullet point  1 AO2 = bullet point 2 AO3 = bullet point 3 

Level Mark Descriptor (AO1, AO2, AO3) 
0 No rewardable material 

Level 1  1–5 Recalls information 
• Ideas are unstructured and not well linked, with undeveloped

examples. Recalls few relevant concepts, methods and terms and
makes frequent errors and technical lapses.

• Uses a highly-descriptive or narrative approach or paraphrases.
Little understanding of the writer’s/speaker’s crafting of the text.

• Little reference to contextual factors. Has little awareness of
significance and influence of how texts are produced and received.

Level 2  6–10 Broad understanding 
• Organises and expresses ideas with some clarity, with some

appropriate examples. Uses some relevant concepts, methods and
terms that show broad understanding, although there are frequent
lapses.

• Gives surface reading of texts. Applies broad understanding of
writer’s/speaker’s techniques.

• Describes basic contextual factors. Links between significance and
influence of how texts are produced and received are undeveloped.

Level 3  11–15 Clear understanding 
• Ideas are mostly structured logically with examples that

demonstrate clear knowledge. Uses relevant concepts, methods and
terms accurately and written expression is clear.

• Shows clear understanding of how meaning is shaped. Supports this
with clear examples.

• Explains range of clear contextual factors. Able to make relevant
links to significance and influence of how texts are produced and
received.

Level 4 16–20 Consistent application 
• Applies analysis consistently and supports ideas with use of relevant

examples. Language use is carefully chosen with appropriate use of
concepts, methods and terminology. Structure of response is
confident with some effective transitions.

• Demonstrates consistent understanding of how meaning is shaped.
Able to explore the effects of linguistic and literary features and of
the writer’s craft.

• Displays consistent awareness of contextual factors. Makes
inferences and links between the significance and influence of how
texts are produced and received.

Level 5 21–25 Discriminating application 
• Discriminating analysis is supported by sustained integration of

examples. Discriminating application of appropriate concepts,
methods and terminology. Structures writing in consistently
appropriate register and style.

• Shows discriminating application of writer’s/speaker’s linguistic and
literary choices. Applies this to show the effects on shaping
meaning.

• Evaluates context by looking at subtleties and nuances of how texts
are produced and received. Analyses multi-layered nature of texts in
a discriminating way.
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Please refer to the specific marking guidance on page 2 when applying this marking grid. 

AO1 = bullet point  1 AO2 = bullet point 2 AO3 = bullet point 3 

Level Mark Descriptor (AO1, AO2, AO3) 
0 No rewardable material 

Level 1  1–5 Recalls information 
• Ideas are unstructured and not well linked, with undeveloped

examples. Recalls few relevant concepts, methods and terms and
makes frequent errors and technical lapses.

• Uses a highly-descriptive or narrative approach or paraphrases.
Little understanding of the writer’s/speaker’s crafting of the text.

• Little reference to contextual factors. Has little awareness of
significance and influence of how texts are produced and received.

Level 2  6–10 Broad understanding 
• Organises and expresses ideas with some clarity, with some

appropriate examples. Uses some relevant concepts, methods and
terms that show broad understanding, although there are frequent
lapses.

• Gives surface reading of texts. Applies broad understanding of
writer’s/speaker’s techniques.

• Describes basic contextual factors. Links between significance and
influence of how texts are produced and received are undeveloped.

Level 3  11–15 Clear understanding 
• Ideas are mostly structured logically with examples that

demonstrate clear knowledge. Uses relevant concepts, methods and
terms accurately and written expression is clear.

• Shows clear understanding of how meaning is shaped. Supports this
with clear examples.

• Explains range of clear contextual factors. Able to make relevant
links to significance and influence of how texts are produced and
received.

Level 4 16–20 Consistent application 
• Applies analysis consistently and supports ideas with use of relevant

examples. Language use is carefully chosen with appropriate use of
concepts, methods and terminology. Structure of response is
confident with some effective transitions.

• Demonstrates consistent understanding of how meaning is shaped.
Able to explore the effects of linguistic and literary features and of
the writer’s craft.

• Displays consistent awareness of contextual factors. Makes
inferences and links between the significance and influence of how
texts are produced and received.

Level 5 21–25 Discriminating application 
• Discriminating analysis is supported by sustained integration of

examples. Discriminating application of appropriate concepts,
methods and terminology. Structures writing in consistently
appropriate register and style.

• Shows discriminating application of writer’s/speaker’s linguistic and
literary choices. Applies this to show the effects on shaping
meaning.

• Evaluates context by looking at subtleties and nuances of how texts
are produced and received. Analyses multi-layered nature of texts in
a discriminating way.
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Marks and comments 

Section A 

Script Comments Marks 
AO 1- 3 

/25 

1 This response offers some interpretations in relation to the 

question, but is limited in terms of context and lacking in 
linguistic analysis 

6 

2 This response is focussed on the question and moves 
throughout the text. The candidate makes interesting points 
of analysis. Contexts within the novel – class and attitudes 

– are considered. The response considers both explicit and
explicit interpretations, and quotations are embedded. 

16 

3 This response is underdeveloped in parts and lacks focus on 
the terms of the question. There is some consideration of 

context, and some use of subject terminology, although this 
is not always fully relevant. 

9 

4 This is a well exemplified, consistent response. Subject 
terminology is used and exemplified, although this response 
is more of a literary than linguistic one. Consideration is 

given to the wider text, albeit this is somewhat restricted. 

20 

5 This responses includes a good selection of wider links, 

although it strays from the task. The consideration of 
context is somewhat limited. There is good word level 

analysis but the response is less secure in using a wider 
range of terminology. 

6 The response is well structured and considers the extract 
and the presentation of Ms Haversham in the wider novel. 
There is linguistic and literary analysis, which is well 

exemplified.  

22 

7 This response meets all of the requirements for level 5. 25 

Section B 

Script Comments Marks 
AO 1- 3 

/25 

8 This response does have some engagement with the 

question, although it is inconsistent. The response would 
benefit from being more specific. Little consideration is 
given to context and the response does trail off towards the 

end. 

10 

9 The response focuses on the question, with a range of 

examples from the text’s language and structure. The 
consideration of context is limited, although there are some 

attempts to link context to analysis of text.  

12 

10 The response focuses well on the question and includes a 

wide ranges of examples from throughout the text. 

20 
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Biographical context is incorporated into the analysis, 

although could be more developed. Tentative language is 
used to suggest possible interpretations and subject 
terminology is exemplified. The response would have 

benefitted from a conclusion. 

11 The response focuses well on the question, and considers 

both the writer’s techniques and their effects across a good 
range of examples. Subject terminology is deployed, and 

exemplified. The response is unfinished, and would have 
benefitted from better time management.  

20 

12 The response is confidently structured and retains a 
consistent focus on the question. Context is considered 
alongside textual analysis. The response would have 

benefitted from more consideration of the 
language/techniques in terms of writer’s choices.  

20 
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