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Introduction 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to A Level English Language and Literature NEA/Coursework component: 
Investigating and Creating Texts (9EL0/03). 

 

• In this pack, you will find sample folders; moderator commentaries and marks. 

 

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 03330 164120 or via here.  

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
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Folder 
number 

Moderator commentary and mark 

Folder 1 This is a very good example of a full mark folder which easily fulfils all the 
assessment criteria and shows that the student is comfortable writing in two 
distinct genres and can discuss the writing process. The folder is not without 
flaws, but its virtues lift it into the top level and the moderation process 
concluded that there was no reason not to award it full marks.  

The fiction writing is a that rarest of coursework items, namely a successful 
script. The bibliography indicates that the student has researched the 
screenplay genre, and this is obvious in the content of the piece. 

The non-fiction is confident and engaging. Anyone reading this would be 
intrigued to see the film being reviewed and although there are a few moments 
where the piece lapses into essay mode, the overall effect is very convincing. 
The commentary opens with a clear statement of intent regarding genre, 
purpose and audience. 

The analysis is focused on language and effect, with contextual discussion 
neatly integrated into the whole. There is also integrated acknowledgement of 
the stylistic and thematic influence of the wider reading. 

 

FICTION 18; NON-FICTION 18; COMMENTARY 24 

Folder 2 This folder was included as an example of creative work which belongs in the 
top level but where the commentary is not incisive or integrated enough to earn 
a place in the top level. 

As with folder 1, there is a clear indication of audience, purpose and genre on 
the front sheet and this might be regarded as good practice. Students should 
be able to summarise, briefly, the nature of the work, why they have written it 
and who it is aimed at. Another strength of this folder is the personal nature of 
the topic. The student is clearly writing from experience and has included 
research based on their own interviews. It was pleasing to see many students 
in this year’s series taking a similar approach and the results were uniformly 
engaging and certainly embody the spirit of the specification.  

The two creative pieces again show a student who can work in different genres 
but who has worked to shape their task with clarity of purpose. 

The commentary is often detailed and impressive in terms of identifying the key 
features of the two pieces, as well as acknowledging how the texts were 
shaped. It does, however, tend to observe and describe which, despite, much 
excellent analysis, does keep it in Level 4. However, there is much to admire in 
this folder. 

 

FICTION 15; NON-FICTION 15; COMMENTARY 17 
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Folder 
number 

Moderator commentary and mark 

Folder 3 This folder tackles an issue which was very popular with a significant number 
of students. The student has clearly researched the topic and thought carefully 
about the nature of the two creative pieces, although the overall effect does 
suggest a lack of final polishing.  

The non-fiction is slightly more successful although there is a tendency for the 
piece to become an essay in places and this is a common problem with many 
non-fiction submissions where the student loses sight of the genre of their 
work.  

The short story is to be commended for attempting to create a variety of voices 
and this is also a feature of many fiction submissions.  

The commentary is often observational and descriptive so that although there 
is an awareness of shaping of texts for a specific purpose, there is not enough 
detailed analysis to merit a higher mark.  

The bibliography is also worth looking at as it offers a realistic model of 
research, with multi modal texts evident. 

 

FICTION 10; NON-FICTION 11; COMMENTARY 12 

Folder 4 This commentary in this folder might be regarded as something of a mixed bag.  

There is clearly plenty of potential here, but the student has missed many 
opportunities to dig into their work. The relative brevity of the commentary is 
the main problem and students should be encouraged to use the full word 
count if possible. (It is also worth repeating that exceeding the word count 
should also be discouraged.  

Editing work can reasonably be regarded as a key feature of AO1.) 
Monologues are a popular genre and are often successful. 

There is a clear attempt to create a distinct idiolect here, although the mark 
might have been higher if the student had been clearer about the reception of 
the piece. The non-fiction work is also powerful, if slightly underdeveloped.  

 

FICTION 14; NON-FICTION 13; COMMENTARY 13 

 

 

 

 

 




