
27 

AS Level 
English Language 
and Literature 

 

Summer 2019 Exemplars 

Paper 2: Varieties in 
Language and Literature 
(8EL0/02) 

 

© artwork: Mark Bolitho | Origami photography Pearson Education Ltd/Naki Kouyioumtzis 



 

2 

Page 

 

Introduction      3 

 

Section A: Exemplar Scripts 1–5  4–24 

 

Exemplar Script Commentaries   25–27 

 

Section B: Exemplar Scripts 6–10  28–46 

 

Exemplar Script Commentaries   47–48 

  



 

3 

Introduction 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to AS Level English Language and Literature Paper 2: Varieties in 
Language and Literature (8EL0/02). 

• The responses in this pack were taken from the June 2019 summer series.  
The papers and mark schemes can be found on the Pearson website here. 

• In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses; the examiner commentaries and 
marks can be found on a separate document on the Pearson website 

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our subject advisor team on teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-language-and-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2018
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Script 1 – Question 1 
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Script 2 – Question 1 
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Script 3 – Question 1 
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Script 4  - Question 1 
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Script 5 – Question 1 
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Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Script 1 The student engages with the question and is focused in its response. The 
student references relevant aspects of the text and attempts to analyse the 
content but is limited in terms of scope.  

The extract is discussed but the discussion quickly moves away from the text 
provided. Although this approach can lead to strong responses, the lack of 
linguistic and literary analysis limits this somewhat.  

At times the language is obscure. There is a strong contextual understanding, 
although not all of it is pertinent. 

Level 3: 12 marks 

Script 2 This response shows an awareness of crafting by the writer and shows a 
strong awareness of Fitzgerald. There are aspects of specific language 
analysis, but this isn’t consistent across the text.  

The student begins to be discriminating in terms of context and has a firm 
grasp of the significance of context to the question.  

It has good elements, but it’s lack of consistency, especially for bullet one, 
keeps this on the L3/L4 borderline.  

Level 4: 16 marks 

Script 3 This is a strong, focused response that engages well with the question. There 
are some perceptive comments and analytical points.    

It is narrower in focus than a lot of responses but develops concepts well.   

Contextual points are relevant but are not especially well integrated into the 
response.  

There is a good range of literary terms, but it is not as confident in analysing 
the text linguistically.  

Level 4: 18 marks 

Script 4 This student attempts to answer the question but uses long quotations 
accompanied with descriptive comments.  

There is some awareness of context, but comments tend to be generalised and 
lack development. Language analysis relies heavily on discussions of verbs.  

The student has attempted to select material from across the text, this is 
relevant but lacks analysis.  

Level 2: 7 marks 
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Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Script 5 This student engages with the question and is focused in their response, but 
their points lack development.  

There are attempts to include relevant contextual points, but this is quite 
clunky.  

There is an attempt at basic level analysis, which includes discussion of 
sentences, but it lacks precision. It ranges beyond the extract and selects 
material that is relevant. 

 

Level 2: 10 marks 
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Script 6 – Question 9 
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Script 7 – Question 9 
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Script 8 – Question 9 
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Script 9 – Question 9 
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Script 10 – Question 9 
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Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Script 6 The student demonstrates engagement with the question and has selected 
relevant poems and characters for their discussion.   

The student attempts word level analysis with some success.  

Their comments on context are relevant but tend towards being generalised. 
There is little consideration of the poetic form.  

The response moves beyond surface reading of the texts and is consistently 
sustained enough to move to the next level.  

Level 3: 11 marks 

Script 7 This response conveys a sense of the writing as poetry and makes interesting 
points about the significance of structure.  

The contextual points made are apt but are limited in their range and depth. It 
attempts detailed analysis and is consistently focused on the question.  

However, there are a few technical errors in the response.  

Points are developed and considered but the response is not consistent in its 
quality. 

Level 3: 15 marks 

Script 8 This response contains some interesting ideas but at times it is also 
descriptive.  

There are some focused and relevant points, but they often lack development. 
There are brief contextual points to support the discussion.  

The answer is written with some fluency. The point about Othello is quite 
interesting. 

Level 2: 8 marks 

Script 9 This response is quite limited in focus and depth and doesn’t consistently 
address the question.  

There are some mild references to context but is limited in terms of analysis.  

The student is mainly descriptive and doesn’t fully engage with the question. 

Level 1: 4 marks 

Script 10 This is a well written and developed response.  

It proposes a range of interesting points, although there are times when the 
significance of situations is not fully grasped.  

The student discusses a range of devices and is similarly wide range in terms 
of including relevant contextual points.  

It is focused throughout. It could include a wider range of linguistic/literary 
analysis to move up the Levels.  

Level 4: 17 marks 

 


