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Introduction
This unit comprises the examined component of A2 Language and Literature. Candidates
are expected to apply their skills and knowledge of literary and linguistic concepts gained in
the AS units, as well as wider reading, to explore varieties of language and literature. They
need to synthesise their learning and make observations about how language works across
a spectrum of written and spoken production. They choose one of four topic areas and
answer two corresponding questions; one on an unseen extract in Section A and one on two
prepared texts in Section B.
Section A involves the analysis of one unseen extract. Candidates are expected to present a
continuous commentary on the writer's or speaker's choice of structure, form and language
and draw conclusions on attitudes, values and ideas conveyed in the text.
Section B assesses candidates' knowledge of the contribution made by contextual factors to
the understanding of either two chosen drama texts or two chosen poetry texts. Candidates
are expected to compare writers' use of linguistic and literary devices.
Overall, candidates were well prepared for this paper. They had a clear understanding of
what was expected of them and tackled the questions in an appropriate manner. Highscoring candidates responded creatively to the tasks, covering a wide range of interesting
points in a sophisticated manner. They analysed key features in depth, showed detailed
knowledge of their chosen texts and used a wide range of relevant terminology. Answers
placed in the lower bands tended to be quite narrow. The candidates either listed a number
of linguistic features in a mechanical fashion without exploring the writer's attitudes, values
and ideas, or they provided a descriptive account of the subject matter. A significant number
of candidates ignored the key terms of the question, preferring to write a "rehearsed"
answer.
From a practical point of view, candidates must remember to answer both questions relating
to their choice of topic (e.g. Love and Loss). As in previous series, there was a significant
number of candidates who tackled one topic area on Section A and another on Section B.
The paper is designed to help candidates to prepare efficiently. The candidates will have
been studying a variety of texts relating to a chosen topic and this encourages them to
focus on a range of relevant features, contexts and ideas. They should also save time and
unnecessary stress by going straight to the relevant unseen passage at the beginning of the
examination instead of reading through all four passages.
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Question 1
Section A
The majority of candidates were well prepared for the demands of this section and most
responses tackled the task in a logical and relevant fashion. High-scoring candidates
showed a sophisticated appreciation of purpose and audience, using their knowledge of key
concepts to analyse the texts in considerable depth. They were able to identify a range of
attitudes, values and ideas, linking their observations to a range of linguistic techniques.
Lower band answers tended to be rather superficial with candidates listing a number of
features, without discussing their significance to the extract as a whole and large sections of
the text were often ignored, resulting in narrow and often short responses.

A Sense of Place
This was the third most popular choice and it received a mixed range of responses. A
significant number of candidates forgot to remind themselves of the topic title (A Sense
of Place) and decided to focus their discussion on the cast of the television show.
Consequently, they missed the opportunity to explore the way that the journalist was
representing Essex as a place. Successful answers appreciated the writer's ironic tone
and her references to cultural stereotypes. A considerable number of responses made
generalisations about the readership of the Guardian newspaper, assuming that this article
would only appeal to elderly, upper-class people. Very few candidates had anything to say
about the relationship between reader and text or how shared assumptions might affect
language choices.

The Individual and Society
This was the least popular of the four extracts.
The most successful responses drew on the range of voices presented, the switching of
viewpoints and time, and the (seemingly) obvious agenda of the writer. Some candidates
presented a narrow response of the subject matter, which was rather surprising given the
wide range of possibilities offered by this text. A small number of answers focused solely on
linguistic features, neglecting to examine the writer's attitudes and values.

Love and Loss
This was by far the most popular extract and some candidates had chosen it despite the
fact they had prepared for one of the other topics. Most candidates were able to write
with some authority on the overall tonality and register of the piece, and a few made
some insightful comments on the motivation of the writer. More sophisticated responses
reflected upon the range of audiences targeted, and switching of authorial stance, with
great skill. They engaged well with the tone of the piece and were able to analyse a wide
range of linguistic and literary features. The majority of answers analysed the writer's
use of language but only higher-scoring responses were prepared to look at structural
elements. Few candidates showed a willingness to explore aspects of the memoir genre and
an alarming number of lower band responses thought that this extract was taken from a
novel.
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Family Relationships
This was the second most popular extract. A considerable number of responses struggled
with the genre of the text and some candidates were distracted by the reference to a
murder in the introduction to the passage. However, a number of successful responses
analysed the way Capote used a range of linguistic features to represent Mr Clutter and his
family. They also considered the ways in which these characters were regarded by their
community, which proved a fruitful means of discussing social attitudes and values. As with
the other extracts, some answers tended to feature spot instead of presenting an integrated
discussion of content, themes and techniques.
At AO1, high-scoring candidates expressed their ideas in a sophisticated manner. They
planned their responses carefully, enabling them to explore a variety of key ideas. Their
fluent discussion was supported by a wide range of relevant terminology. Middle band
candidates answered clearly and efficiently. They tended to discuss the texts in a
methodical manner, using a narrower range of terminology. Lower band responses were
usually relevant but they exhibited a number of technical errors and terminology was
sometimes used without textual support.

The following extract is from a response that was placed in Band 1 at AO1:
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Examiner Comments

The candidate’s expression lacks sophistication in
places. Although terminology has been used, it has
not been applied to relevant concepts.

Examiner Tip

Make sure terminology is closely linked to
an analysis of significant features.

Here is an extract from an answer that was placed in Band 2 AO1:
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Examiner Comments

The candidate applies relevant concepts
in an integrated fashion. Terrminology is
used appropriately. Expression is clear
and fluent overall.

Examiner Tip

Aim for consistently sophisticated expression.
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At AO2, high-scoring candidates analysed structure, form and language in a consistently
incisive way. They demonstrated a perceptive appreciation of the writer's attitudes, values
and ideas. Lower-scoring answers demonstrated a critical understanding of attitudes, values and ideas but they focused on a narrower range. These answers analysed a writer's use
of language but they seemed less secure when addressing form and structure.

The following answer was placed in the top band at AO2:
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Examiner Comments

This response shows perceptive thinking
when discussing form and audience
expectations. There is detailed discussion
of a range of language features, and
the candidate has considered structural
elements in a sophisticated way.

Examiner Tip

Discuss a wide range of features
in an integrated fashion.
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Section B
General
Overall, Section B answers were encouraging and centres had obviously helped
their candidates to prepare thoroughly for this part of the examination. Candidates
demonstrated wide knowledge and understanding of their chosen texts and they were
able to refer to a variety of relevant contextual influences. These included social, historical
and biographical contexts, as well as discussions of different productions and references
to critics' interpretations. It was also pleasing to see candidates' willingness to analyse
generic features (e.g. dramatic features such as staging, or a poet's exploitation of form
and structure). However, a significant number of answers lost marks at AO1 because they
did not use a wide enough range of linguistic terminology. This is a demanding section and
candidates are expected to produce an integrated and analytical comparison of two texts.
There is still a tendency for poetry candidates to focus on individual poems, rather than
looking at each poet's work in broader terms. High-scoring candidates chose to discuss a
number of poems, identifying significant trends and approaches across both collections.

Question 2
This was the least popular topic area. A significant number of candidates chose not to
answer the question directly, despite the fact that the terms "discord and division" offered
a clear opportunity to explore a wide range of elements in all four texts. Candidates
demonstrated detailed contextual knowledge but this was quite often "bolted on" to the
discussion, rather than being presented as part of an integrated response. Those writing
about the two plays tended to focus on characters, often missing the opportunity to
analyse stagecraft and other dramatic devices. There was also a general reluctance to
analyse linguistic features. This series, candidates seemed to be more confident discussing
contextual aspects of "Stuff Happens" than of "Translations", which was rather surprising
because the question invited an in-depth exploration of the contexts of both plays. Poetry
candidates tended to discuss individual poems and, whilst there were comparisons between
the works of both poets, the majority of responses did not demonstrate detailed knowledge
of contexts.

Question 3
Answers for this topic were exclusively on the drama texts and, as with Question 2,
a significant number of candidates elected to write about their knowledge of the two
texts instead of tackling the question head-on. On an encouraging note, the majority of
responses demonstrated confident knowledge of a range of contexts and candidates were
willing to consider the writers' dramatic presentation of key ideas, especially when referring
to "Equus". Candidates drew comparisons between the writers' use of language but there
was a reluctance to provide a linguistic analysis of the texts.
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Question 4
This topic was the most popular in Section B and the wording of the question gave a range
of candidates the opportunity to analyse the key relationships in some depth. Although a
large number of candidates showed some skill in discussing “Betrayal”, they seemed less
confident exploring the theme of dishonesty in “The Glass Menagerie”. The ‘Pinter pause’
was a favourite with most candidates but only higher-scoring answers felt inclined to look
at a wider range of theatrical techniques. Williams’ stagecrafting was often only defined
by the ‘long’ stage directions and use of screen legends, without the sense of these motifs
being one of many. Candidates referred to a wide range of contextual elements (e.g. the
‘swingin’ sixties’ and Joan Bakewell, for Pinter, Williams’s family and the Depression, for
“The Glass Menagerie”), but lower band answers found it difficult to apply their knowledge
to the demands of the question. Amongst higher-scoring answers the comparative element
was well handled and the AO2 insights were often excellent. The Plath/Metaphysical answers
were also encouraging with some excellent analysis of the texts as poetry and a real
integration of context with cogent comparison.

Question 5
The strongest candidates sought definition of family roles, and in relation to their respective
contexts, before reflecting upon how these change in both texts. These candidates often
widened their discussion from the main characters to the minor in order to realise some of
the dramatist’s method. Some responses tended to focus only upon the two main couples
across both texts and then relate these changes directly to plot as opposed to thematics,
contexts and other influences. A small number of the poetry responses were adept in
teasing out the marked differences in the role of wife/mother/lover in Chaucer’s world
against that of father/son in Harrison’s.
Generally, there were still many candidates who did not consider context in any depth, or
did not compare the texts, or who constructed a literary response with little analysis of
language.
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At AO1, most candidates were able to present a clear argument but lower band answers did
not always keep to the question. A considerable number of responses did not use a wide
enough range of relevant linguistic terminology.
The following extract is from an answer that was placed in the middle band at AO1:

Examiner Comments

This answer attempts to address the key terms of the
question. Expression is fluent overall and the candidate
has used a range of relevant terminology.
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Examiner Tip

Remember to use a wide range of
linguistic and literary terminology
in your Section B answer.

At AO2, the majority of candidates showed an appreciation of the writers’ attitudes and
values. They also discussed a range of generic features but did not always apply their
knowledge to the demands of the question.
The following extract is from an answer that was placed in the middle band at AO2:
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Examiner Comments

The candidate shows an appreciation of form and language, and
effectively analyses a range of relevant dramatic and linguistic
features, whilst addressing the key terms of the question.
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At AO3, the majority of candidates showed confident knowledge and understanding of
a wide range of contextual features. Higher-scoring responses carefully applied their
contextual knowledge to the demands of the question, making sure that their references
were closely linked to the texts. Some answers demonstrated an awareness of more
general contextual factors and struggled to present them in an integrated fashion.
Here is an answer that scored highly at AO3:
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Examiner Tip

Examiner Comments

The candidate shows a well-developed and
insightful understanding of the contexts in which
the plays are produced and received. This is an
integrated answer which establishes a number of
significant comparisons between the texts.

Make sure that contextual
references are always relevant
to the question and are closely
linked to the texts.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A - combine analysis of the writer’s attitudes, values and ideas with a confident
exploration of a range of linguistic and literary features.
Section B - combine an analysis of linguistic and generic features with a discussion of a
variety of contextual features.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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