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General Comments
Pre-release material provides a focus to teach to and enables candidates to enter the examination room better 
prepared.  This was indeed borne out by candidate performance on this paper and clearly very good use had 
been made of the pre-release in the classroom.  Teachers and candidates are to be congratulated.  The UK and 
European regulatory framework is indeed a broad fi eld, but candidates made excellent use of the pitch.

The theme this year certainly proved to be one that candidates could readily identify with.  A signifi cant 
amount of media attention was given to the topic over the Christmas period and indeed initiatives were 
introduced by the Scottish parliament.  The majority had some familiarity with this and used it to good 
effect.  Good toolkit was seen. Several synoptic elements were tested where appropriate. Nonetheless, the 
paper discriminated well with a maximum raw mark of 74 and minimum of 8.
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Question 1

Examiner Tip

On defi nition questions, always give a brief example if you are less than certain to show the examiner 
you really do understand it.  If the question refers you to a piece of evidence, use it.

Good Answer scoring 2 marks

Examiner Comments

Poor answer scoring 0 marks (ignores evidence and out of context)

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

 

Examiner Tip

On defi nition questions, avoid simply twisting the words in the question

Good Answer scoring 2 marks

Examiner Comments

Weak answer scoring 0 marks (candidate possibly understands, but fails to explain clearly). 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

Good Answer scoring 4 marks

Examiner Comments

Examiner Tip

Examiners never ask the same question twice in the same paper.  There were two valid 
approaches here, the fi rst relating to the signifi cant buyer power the pubcos have over the 
breweries, the second relating to the lack of buyer power of tenants due to the practice of 
tying. 



5

Economics 6EB04

Weak answer scoring 0 (candidate confuses “brewer” and “tenant”).

Examiner Comments
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Answer with just some merit for 1 mark, but thinks buyer power is about consumers

Examiner Comments
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Answer with no merit, candidate completely fails to use the evidence.

Examiner Comments

Excellent answer, despite being brief,  using both approaches for 4 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

Slightly weaker as no real context (fails to use evidence).  Still worth 4 marks

Examiner Comments

Good answer for 5 marks

Examiner Comments



9

Economics 6EB04

Question 5

Examiner Tip

The command word examine usually indicates the need for some element of evaluation.  This was rarely 
seen in responses to this question.  The likely consequences were that Punch and Enterprise would use 
their market power against the consumer interest resulting in higher prices and less choice.  Possibility of 
a cartel or tacit agreement.  This could also result in more tenancy failures, but might not be sustainable 
in a recession.  Weaker candidates assumed a merger.

Good one sided answer for 7 marks.

Examiner Comments



10

Economics 6EB04

Some valid points, but fails to connect with UK pub industry for 3 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6

 

Good answer for 7 marks.

Examiner Comments

Examiner Tip

To score well here, it was necessary to identify the relative price inelasticity of alcohol.  The evidence gave 
some fi gures which meant a calculation was needed to support, rather than a bald statement.
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Weaker answer for 3 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 7a 

Much irrelevance and inaccurate use of data 5 marks

Examiner Comments

Examiner Tip

This question was very well answered.  The marks in Section B come from Analysis (using the evidence 
to support arguments) and Evaluation (pros & cons plus a supported conclusion).
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Thinner answer for 15

Examiner Comments
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Question 7b

An excellent answer , well evaluated.  28 marks

Examiner Comments
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Largely unsupported argument and misses point. 7 marks

Examiner Comments
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Grade Boundaries

Paper No. A B C D E

6EB04 54 48 43 38 33
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