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Introduction 
The purpose of this exemplification pack is to provide teachers and students 
with some examples of marked responses to the productive tasks of the A 
Level in Chinese. The example responses are based on real student answers 
from assessment in 2024 and we have shown their original responses.  
  
In this pack, you will find a mark scheme, a sample of responses, and an 
examiner commentary for open-response questions of Paper 2, Sections B 
and C (Response to set works).  
   
If you have any queries regarding this document, please contact 
teachinglanguages@pearson.com. 
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Paper 2, Sections B and C Mark scheme 
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Exemplar A  

 

Student response A: 
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Examiner commentary A: 

Total marks: 45 out of 50 marks 
AO3: Range of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary 

AO3: Accuracy of 
language 

AO4: Critical and analytical response 

17 out of 20 marks 9 out of 10 marks 19 out of 20 marks 
• Consistent variation in use of 

grammatical structures, including in use 
of complex language, producing 
articulate writing but with some repetition. 
Examples include successful use of 
tenses and conjunctions to convey 
justified arguments throughout this essay, 
such as 雖然..…但是…, 因此…只是…, and ... 
但...當…並且… 
 

• Consistently varied use of vocabulary, 
allowing ideas to be conveyed in a variety 
of different ways. Examples of this include 
当我回故乡时, 现在, 20年后; 20年前的故乡,  
以前是 and 在我记忆中. 

 
• Frequent use of terminology appropriate 

for literary and cinematic analysis. For 
example 对比手法, 叙述者 and 比喻. 

• Accurate language 
throughout, resulting in 
consistently coherent writing, 
with well-formed sentence 
structures. 

 
• Errors occur that rarely hinder 

clarity of communication. 
For example, 细节地 and 明鮮. 
Most errors are not significant 
enough to impair 
communication. 

• Relevant response to the question throughout. 
The essay is very well-structured and is packed 
with well-selected evidence which link back to 
the question in an effective way. An example of 
Sister Yang’s character change would be helpful. 

 
• Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural or 

social contexts is demonstrated through 
convincing interpretations and points of view, 
consistently justified with appropriately selected 
evidence from the work. Examples include 金黄的
月和深蓝的天空, 苍黄的天空和萧索的荒村, 红活圆实
的手, 像松树皮 and 紫色的圆脸变得灰黄色. There is 
an understanding of symbolism shown. 
 

• Detailed, logical arguments and conclusions are 
made that consistently link together, but these 
are not always elaborated on fully e.g. the 
transition from character to theme could be 
linked more clearly.  

This is a successful response which could 
achieve a higher mark by using less  familiar 
structures. A best fit mark of 17 is appropriate 
for range of grammatical structures and 
vocabulary. 

The language is mostly accurate, 
though contain imperfections. A 
best-fit mark of 9 is appropriate 
for accuracy of language. 

This script illustrates very good critical analysis of 
characters’ changes of mood, appearance, and 
relationship respectively. A best-fit mark of 19 is 
appropriate for critical and analytical response. 
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Exemplar B  

 

Student response B:
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Examiner commentary B: 

Total marks: 41 out of 50 marks 
AO3: Range of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary 

AO3: Accuracy of 
language 

AO4: Critical and analytical 
response 

17 out of 20 marks 7 out of 10 marks 17 out of 20 marks 
• Consistent variation in use of grammatical 

structures, including in use of complex 
language, producing consistently articulate 
writing. For example, 除了……以外, ……. 也是……; 
因此……在……的时候, ……而……; ……的原因, 要么……
要么…… ; 当……时, ……不仅……而且……. and 几乎. 

• Consistently varied use of vocabulary, 
allowing ideas to be conveyed in a variety of 
different ways. 

 
• Frequent use of terminology appropriate for 

literary and cinematic analysis. For example, 對
比的写作手法, 场景 and 情节突转. 

• Accurate language throughout 
most of the essay, resulting in 
mostly coherent writing, 
though there is a little lack of 
clarity. 
 

• Errors occur that do 
occasionally hinder clarity of 
communication, for example:  
清楚地略显, 这个意想起到的情节
突转, 夏望欺负行的家庭情况变化
和秋虎的悲哀家庭过去在小说起到

重大的作用. 

• There is a relevant response to the question 
throughout.  

 
• Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural 

or social contexts is demonstrated through 
convincing interpretations and points of 
view, consistently justified with 
appropriately selected evidence from the 
work. For example 不可救药的赌徒, 唯一的家
人 and 肩并肩地. 

 
• Generally detailed, logical arguments are 

made, with some persuasive conclusions 
that mostly link together. The last point 
could have been made clearer. 

There is a range of grammatical structure and 
vocabulary, and the student uses some literary 
terminology for their analysis. A mark of 17 for 
range of grammatical structures and vocabulary is 
given. The student could have achieved a higher 
mark with further variation in structures. 

 

The language of this essay is 
generally accurate and the errors 
only occasionally hinder clarity of 
communication. A best fit mark of 
7 for accuracy of language is 
appropriate. 

This essay supports points with appropriate 
evidence. Although the last point of discussion 
could be articulated more clearly, the ability to 
analyse critically is evident and an appreciation 
for the novel is shown. A mark of 17 for critical 
and analytical response is fitting.  
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Exemplar C  

 

Student response C: 
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Examiner commentary C: 

Total marks: 40 out of 50 marks 
AO3: Range of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary 

AO3: Accuracy of language AO4: Critical and analytical 
response 

17 out of 20 marks 7 out of 10 marks 16 out of 20 marks 
• Consistent variation in use of grammatical 

structures, including in use of complex 
language, producing consistently articulate 
writing. Examples: use of direct and indirect 
speeches, conjunctions to express ideas or 
convey arguments e.g. 不但…而且...,; 可是, 
由于…最后…, and 虽然…但是…. 

 
• Consistently varied use of vocabulary, 

allowing ideas to be conveyed in a variety 
of different ways. For example, using 
synonyms 展示、展现 and 显示. 

 
• Frequent use of terminology appropriate 

or literary and cinematic analysis such as 特
寫鏡頭 and 全景, though there was room for 
more examples of this. 

• There is accurate language 
throughout most of the essay, 
resulting in mostly coherent writing. 

 
• Errors occur that sometimes hinder 

clarity of communication, for 
example 成成不赢得班长选举,成成
有信机的个性 and 成成被他的父母
的大人口吻的演講. 

 

• While the discussions are predominately 
relevant to the questions, it could have 
remained fully focussed on Cheng Cheng’s 
tactics rather than discussing the reason 
why he lost the election to Lo Lei, or Cheng 
Cheng’s reaction to the loss.   

 
• Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural 

or social contexts is frequently 
demonstrated, with some convincing 
interpretations and points of view, 
predominantly justified with appropriately 
selected evidence from the work. 

 
• Detailed, logical arguments and 

conclusions are made that consistently link 
together. 

The student consistently varies their use of 
vocabulary and expression with relevant 
terminology of literary style for their analysis. 
The use of complex language is evident. A 
best-fit mark of 17 is appropriate.  

The language used in this essay is 
generally accurate but there are some 
inaccuracies which can hinder clarity of 
communication. A best fit mark of 7 is 
appropriate for accuracy of language. 

The framework for the response is well-
structured, though there was some loss of 
focus on the question. A best fit mark of 16 for 
critical and analytical response is appropriate 
because of this. 
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Exemplar D  

 

Student response D: 
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Examiner commentary D: 

Total marks: 37 out of 50 marks 
AO3: Range of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary 

AO3: Accuracy of language AO4: Critical and analytical 
response 

14 out of 20 marks 7 out of 10 marks 16 out of 20 marks 
• Frequent variation in use of grammatical 

structures, including different types of 
complex language, producing writing that 
is articulate throughout the majority of the 
essay. Examples include using 
conjunctions to convey justified 
arguments such as因为……所以 and 虽然
……但是…. 
 

• Frequently varied use of vocabulary, 
resulting in regular variation of expression. 

 
• Some use of terminology appropriate for 

literary and cinematic analysis, for 
example 对比, 暗喻 and 比喻. 

• Accurate language throughout 
most of the essay, resulting in mostly 
coherent writing. 
 

• Errors occur that occasionally hinder 
clarity of communication , for 
example 自心. 

 

• A predominantly relevant response to the 
question, which states the key arguments in 
every paragraph. The focus of discussion 
remains on the question throughout. 
 

• Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural 
or social contexts is frequently 
demonstrated (for example, the student 
points out that the changes of family 
circumstance allow the development of the 
boys’ characters), with some convincing 
interpretations justified with appropriately 
evidence from the work. Further 
development would have been beneficial. 
 

• Generally detailed, logical arguments are 
made, with some persuasive conclusions 
that mostly link together. 

Use of terminology of literary style is evident, 
as is the use of complex language. A best fit 
mark of 14 is appropriate for range of 
grammatical structures and vocabulary. 

This student’s writing is generally easy to 
read and their command of words is 
mostly accurate. Errors do sometimes 
impact clarity and therefore a best fit 
mark of 7 is appropriate for accuracy of 
language. 

The arguments presented are supported with 
appropriate evidence. A mark of 16 is 
appropriate for critical and analytical response. 
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Exemplar E  

 

Student response E: 
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Examiner commentary E: 

Total marks: 31 out of 50 marks 
AO3: Range of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary 

AO3: Accuracy of language AO4: Critical and analytical response 

12 out of 20 marks 6 out of 10 marks 13 out of 20 marks 
• There is some variation in the use of 

grammatical structures, including some 
recurrent examples of complex language. 
There are appropriate use of tenses, 
conjunctions and passive voice, though 
some syntax errors are present, e.g. 秀贞知
道她的女儿有在他的脖子一块他说胎记 and 她
说了对英子她女儿有一块胎记. 
 

• Frequently varied use of vocabulary, 
resulting in regular variation of expression. 

          Examples include use of synonyms 表现,  
显 示,表达 and 体现. 

 
• Some use of terminology appropriate for 

literary and cinematic analysis. For example, 
语言手法 and 伏笔. 

• Frequent sequences of accurate 
language, resulting in generally 
coherent writing, however, lexis is 
not always secure. 

 
• Errors occur that occasionally 

hinder clarity of communication, 
for example 继父母, 动物手法 and
有充分的思念. 

• There is a predominantly relevant response 
to the question, using proper connectives to 
start their key arguments in every paragraph.  
 

• Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural or 
social contexts is evident in relation to 
particular aspects of the question, with some 
appropriate interpretations and points of 
view, sometimes justified by appropriately 
selected evidence from the work.  

 
• Generally detailed, logical arguments are 

made, with some persuasive conclusions 
that mostly link together. 

The student attempted to use complex 
language and vary their vocabulary, but this is 
not sustained. Some terminology of literary 
analysis is appropriate. A best fit mark of 12 is 
appropriate for range of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary. 

Errors in vocabulary sometimes lead 
to ambiguity, therefore a best-fit 
mark of 6 is appropriate for accuracy 
of language. 

The focus of discussion remains on the question 
though the arguments could be developed 
further to properly link to the conclusion. The 
best fit mark for critical and analysis of response 
is 13. 



 

A Level Chinese Paper 2 Exemplars (Response to set works) © Pearson 2025                              27 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Exemplar F  

 

Student response F: 
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Examiner commentary F: 

Total marks: 30 out of 50 marks 
AO3: Range of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary 

AO3: Accuracy of language AO4: Critical and analytical 
response 

13 out of 20 marks 5 out of 10 marks 12 out of 20 marks 
• Some variation in the use of grammatical 

structures, including some recurrent 
examples of complex language and 
sections of articulate writing with 
occasionally stilted phrasing. There were 
attempts to vary expressions, but these 
were not always accurate e.g. 这表达青春的
行为; 这表达小坚的青春; 因此青春的主题 and 
从有青春的行为. 
 

• Frequently varied use of vocabulary, 
resulting in regular variation of expression 
e.g. in the use of 表现, 显示, 表达 and展示. 

 
• Frequent use of terminology appropriate 

for literary and cinematic analysis. For 
example 镜头, 远镜头, 近镜头 and 象征.   

• Frequent sequences of accurate 
language, resulting in generally 
coherent writing. 

 
• Errors occur that sometimes hinder 

clarity of communication and 
occasionally prevent meaning 
being conveyed. For example: 在开

心的电影中, 比校, 这表达小坚的动物, 

长程 and 青春的发展. 

• There is a predominantly relevant 
response to the question. 
 

• Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural 
or social contexts is evident in relation to 
particular aspects of the question, with 
some appropriate interpretations and 
points of view, sometimes justified by 
appropriately selected evidence from the 
work. 

 
• Logical arguments are followed through 

on particular aspects of the question, 
occasionally detailed and with linked 
conclusions, however, some points are 
made without exploration.  

There is some variation in grammatical 
structures and vocabulary despite some 
phrases being inaccurate, A best fit mark of 13 
is fitting for range of grammatical structures 
and vocabulary. 

Language is generally accurate but 
there are some errors which cause 
confusion and mean that meaning is 
not conveyed. As such, a best fit mark 
of 5 is appropriate for accuracy of 
language. 

The essay is well structured, though the 
analysis could be better articulated, with a 
greater focus on the themes or social 
contexts. The success in relevancy means a 
mark of 12 is appropriate. 

 


