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Introduction

The purpose of this exemplification pack is to provide teachers and students
with some examples of marked responses to the productive tasks of the A
Level in Chinese. The example responses are based on real student answers
from assessmentin 2024 and we have shown their original responses.

In this pack, you will find a mark scheme, a sample of responses, and an
examiner commentary for open-response questions of Paper 2, Sections B

and C (Response to set works).

If you have any queries regarding this document, please contact
teachinglanguages@pearson.com.
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Paper 2, Sections B and C Mark scheme

There are three levels-based mark grids to be applied to the written responses to
each work. The mark grids are:

« critical and analytical response (AO4)
= range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3)
= accuracy of language (AO3).

General guidance on using levels-based mark schemes

Step 1 Decide on a band

= First, you should first consider the answer as a whole and then decide which
descriptors most closely match the answer and place it in that band. The
descriptors for each band indicate the different features that will be seen in the
student’s answer for that band.

= When assigning a band you should look at the overall quality of the answer and
not focus disproportionately on small and specific parts of the answer where the
student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If the answer covers different
aspects of different bands of the mark scheme, you should use a 'best fit’
approach for defining the band. You should then use the variability of the
response to help decide the mark within the band, for example if the response is
predominantly band 5-8 with a small amount of band 9-12 material, it would be
placed in band 5-8 but would be awarded a mark near the top of the band
because of the band 9-12 content.

Step 2 Decide on a mark

= (Once you have decided on a band you will then need to decide on a mark within
the band.

= You will decide on the mark to award based on the quality of the answer; you will
award a mark towards the top or bottom of that band, depending on how students
have evidenced each of the descriptor bullet points.

« You will modify the mark based on how securely the trait descriptors are met at
that band.

= You will need to go back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to
clarify points and assure yourself that the band and the mark are appropriate.
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Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3)

This mark grid assesses students’ ability to use a range of grammatical structures
and vocabulary in order to produce articulate written communication with a range
of expression.

This grid should be applied twice, once for each essay individually.

Marks Description

0 Mo rewardable language.

1-4 = Limited variation of straightforward grammatical structures with
much repetition, producing writing that is often restricted and stilted.

= Limited range of vocabulary resulting in repetitive expression.
+ Limited use of terminology appropriate to literary and cinematic
analysis.

5-8B = Occasional variation in use of mostly straightforward grammatical
structures, infrequent use of complex language, producing writing
that is sometimes stilted.

» Vocabulary is mostly high frequency with occasional variation,
exprassion is frequently repetitive.

» Occasional use of terminology appropriate for literary and cinematic
analysis.

9-12 = Some variation in the use of grammatical structures, including some
recurrent examples of complex language; sections of articulate
writing with occasionally stilted phrasing.

» Some variation in use of vocabulary, resulting in variation of
exprassion but this is not sustained.

» Some use of terminology appropriate for literary and cinematic
analysis.

13-16 + Frequent variation in use of grammatical structures, including
different types of complex language, producing writing that is
articulate throughout the majority of the essay.

« Frequently varied use of vocabulary, resulting in regular variation of
exprassion.

» Frequent use of terminology appropriate for literary and cinematic
analysis.

17-20 = Consistent variation in use of grammatical structures, including in use

of complex language, producing consistently articulate writing.

Consistently varied use of vocabulary, allowing ideas to be conveyed
in a variety of different ways.

Consistent use of terminology appropriate for literary and cinematic
analysis.

A Level Chinese Paper 2 Exemplars (Response to set works) © Pearson 2025
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Additional guidance

Variation of vocabulary and grammatical structures: the traits in the mark grid
differentiate between the variation of grammatical structures and vocabulary used by
students. Examiners will judge which mark band to place students in and which mark
to award, based on the effect that the variety of grammatical structures and
vocabulary has on the quality of the communication; the wider the variety, the more
articulate the communication will become (see definition of ‘articulate” below).

Examples of a variety of grammatical structures and vocabulary are: a selection of
complex language (see definition below) for a variety of purposes, including to
present and justify points of view, develop arguments, draw conclusions based on
understanding.

Articulate: articulate communication is fluent, effective and coherent as students
control/manipulate the language to say what they want to say rather than what they
can say, for a number of different purposes. If students are restricted to what they
can say, they may not be able to express themselves for all purposes, for example to
develop arguments.

Complex language: considered to include the following.

« use of aspect markers

*« passive voice

« relative constructions

« comparative constructions

= precision and accuracy

= using conjunctions to express abstract ideas or convey justified arguments that
require a range of lexis and structures

= using synonyms and a variety of expressions.

Straightforward language: considered to be:
= repetitive, simple word order

» a lack of variety of expressions

= frequent repetition of ideas

Terminology for literary and cinematic analysis:. vocabulary for critical analysis

according to the work being studied, for example "plot’, ‘character’, ‘metaphor’,
‘similes’ and 'use of black and white’.
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Accuracy of language (A03)

L ]

This mark grid assesses students’ ability to apply grammar and syntax

accurately.

This grid should be applied twice, once for each essay individually.

Marks Description
0 No rewardable language.
1-2 « Limited sequences of accurate language, resulting in lapses

in coherence.

Errors occur that often prevent meaning being conveyed.

3-4 .

Some accurate sequences of language, resulting in some
coherent writing.

Errors occur that sometimes hinder clarity of communication and
occasionally prevent meaning being conveyed.

5-6 .

Frequent sequences of accurate language, resulting in generally
coherent writing.

Errors occur that occasionally hinder clarity of communication

7-8 .

Accurate language throughout most of the essay, resulting in mostly
coherent writing.

Errors occur that rarely hinder clarity of communication.

Accurate language throughout, resulting in consistently
coherent writing.

Any errars do not hinder clarity of communication.

A Level Chinese Paper 2 Exemplars (Response to set works) © Pearson 2025




Additional guidance

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to
access the top band. The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the
impact that errors have on coherence.

Errors that do not hinder clarity:

errors that do not affect meaning, for example the misuse of measure words

missing strokes in characters as long as it is not ambiguous (for example E]

| ] |
written as would not be penalised)
infrequent use of mixed simplified and traditional forms (for example éi.ﬂ“] 71,(

FRF )

infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which
result in coherent writing.

Errors that hinder clarity:

errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning
is eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to
understand what is meant, for example inappropriate use of near synonyms, such

as f% T:%.-T instead of f%i asin %Jfﬁ ij_ﬁ: ﬁ'j VF:IHE'M% T%L:K%Jfﬁ E“J_
R 69 1 e AR ik R
using English word order (for example éj& F':]"z‘ :‘J ﬁ'— IE '_I:G ﬁ:ﬁ.)

frequent errors hinder clarity as they distract the reader from the content of the
writing.

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed:

errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message

errors that convey the wrong message

errors that make it unclear who is carrying out the action, for example using the
incorrect person of the verb

mother-tongue interference.

NBE: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list.

A Level Chinese Paper 2 Exemplars (Response to set works) © Pearson 2025



Critical and analytical response (AO4)

s This mark grid assesses students’ ability to respond critically and analytically to the
aspect of the literary work or film outlined in the guestion. To provide a critical and
analytical response, students should select relevant material, present and justify points
of view, develop arguments, draw conclusions based on understanding and evaluate
issues, themes and cultural and social contexts.

« This grid should be applied twice, once for each essay individually.

« When deciding how to reward an answer, you should consult this mark grid as well as
the indicative content associated with each question. Indicative content contains points
that students are likely to use to construct their answer. It is possible for an answer to
be constructed without mentioning some or all of these points as long as students
provide alternative responses that fulfil the requirements of the question. The whole
essay should be marked regardless of length.

Marks Description
0 No rewardable material.
1-4 « Response relates to the work but limited focus on the question.

e Points of view relating to issues/themes/cultural or social contexts are
presented with simplistic justification; limited interpretation with
frequent misunderstanding or confusion; any evidence from the work
is descriptive.

e Limited ability to form arguments or draw conclusions.

5-8 » Response relates to the work but often loses focus on the question.

« Points of view relating to issues/themes/cultural or social contexts are
presented, with attempts made at interpretation, but they occasionally
show misunderstanding or confusion; evidence selected from the work
for justification is occasionally appropriate but often descriptive.

e Arguments are made but with inconsistencies; conclusions are drawn
but do not fully link to arguments.

9-12 e Response is relevant to particular aspects of the question, occasional
loss of focus.

e Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural or social contexts is evident
in relation to particular aspects of the gquestion, with some appropriate
interpretations and points of view, sometimes justified by
appropriately selected evidence from the work.

+ logical arguments are followed through on particular aspects of the
question, occasionally detailed and with linked conclusions; some
points are made without exploration.

13-16 e Predominantly relevant response to the question.

« Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural or social contexts is
frequently demonstrated, with some convincing interpretations and
points of view, predominantly justified with appropriately selected
evidence from
the work.

e Generally detailed, logical arguments are made, with some persuasive
conclusions that mostly link together.

17-20 « Relevant response to the question throughout.

e Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural or social contexts is
demonstrated through convincing interpretations and points of view,
consistently justified with appropriately selected evidence from the
work.

« Detailed, logical arguments and conclusions are made that
consistentlv link toaether.
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Examiner commentary A:

Total marks: 45 out of 50 marks

AO3: Range of grammatical
structures and vocabulary

AO3: Accuracy of
language

AO4: Critical and analytical response

17 out of 20 marks

9 out of 10 marks

19 out of 20 marks

¢ Consistent variationinuse of
grammatical structures, includinginuse
of complexlanguage, producing
articulate writing but with some repetition.
Examplesinclude successful use of
tenses and conjunctions to convey
justified arguments throughout this essay,
suchas #fiZA...[HZ.., ®Hit.. H&E..,and...
H..&. . H..

e Consistently varied use of vocabulary,
allowingideasto be conveyedinavariety
of different ways. Examples of thisinclude
LI [ElE 2 ], BUAE, 20 )5, 20 FRIVE S,
LU and fEHICiZ .

e Frequentuse of terminology appropriate
forliterary and cinematic analysis. For
example YEEF%, BUitE and Hhi.

e Accuratelanguage
throughout, resultingin
consistently coherent writing,
with well-formed sentence
structures.

e Errorsoccurthatrarely hinder
clarity of communication.
Forexample, 4l it and BHE.
Most errors are not significant
enough toimpair
communication.

e Relevantresponse to the questionthroughout.
The essay is very well-structured andis packed
with well-selected evidence whichlink back to
the questionin an effective way. An example of
SisterYang’s character change would be helpful.

e Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural or
social contexts is demonstrated through
convincing interpretations and points of view,
consistently justified with appropriately selected
evidence from the work. Examples include &Y
ARIZRERIRZE, B eI R ZE R AR A5, £00EE L
BT, BFR 7 and S [ANG 25 KB 0. There is
anunderstanding of symbolism shown.

e Detailed, logical arguments and conclusions are
made that consistently link together, but these
are not always elaborated on fully e.g. the
transition from characterto theme could be
linked more clearly.

Thisis a successful response which could
achieve a highermark by using less familiar
structures. A best fit mark of 17 is appropriate
forrange of grammatical structures and
vocabulary.

The language is mostly accurate,
though containimperfections. A
best-fit mark of 9 is appropriate

foraccuracy of language.

This scriptillustrates very good critical analysis of
characters’ changes of mood, appearance, and
relationship respectively. Abest-fitmark of 19is
appropriate for critical and analytical response.

AlLevel Chinese Paper 2 Exemplars (Response to set works) © Pearson 2025
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Examiner commentary B:

Total marks: 41 out of 50 marks

AO3: Range of grammatical
structures and vocabulary

AO3: Accuracy of
language

AOA4: Critical and analytical
response

17 out of 20 marks

7 out of 10 marks

17 out of 20 marks

Consistent variation in use of grammatical
structures, including in use of complex
language, producing consistently articulate
writing. Forexample, &7 ....LIAN, o 2
PRI e o A e VSIS, e 1T e e FR SRR, B
B H B ARG EL e and TR

Consistently varied use of vocabulary,
allowingideas to be conveyedin avariety of
different ways.

Frequent use of terminology appropriate for
literary and cinematic analysis. Forexample, ¥f

EERVEAE T4, 5t and 1511585

e Accurate language throughout
most of the essay, resultingin
mostly coherent writing,
thoughthereis alittle lack of
clarity.

e Errorsoccurthatdo
occasionally hinder clarity of
communication, forexample:
TE RIS B, XA AR RIS T
Zele, TR EE R Z(L
FIRK PR VAR R R it R AT/ N FEF]
EARAER.

e Thereisarelevantresponse to the question
throughout.

e Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural
or social contextsis demonstrated through
convincing interpretations and points of
view, consistently justified with
appropriately selected evidence from the
work. For example “Ra g 25y ERE, ME—rY52
A and [FFEH.

e Generally detailed, logical arguments are
made, with some persuasive conclusions
that mostly link together. The last point
could have been made clearer.

There is arange of grammatical structure and
vocabulary, and the student uses some literary
terminology for theiranalysis. Amark of 17 for
range of grammatical structures and vocabulary is
given. The student could have achieved a higher
mark with further variationin structures.

The language of this essay is
generally accurate and the errors
only occasionally hinder clarity of
communication. A best fit mark of
7 foraccuracy of language is
appropriate.

This essay supports points with appropriate
evidence. Although the last point of discussion
could be articulated more clearly, the ability to
analyse critically is evident and an appreciation
forthe novelis shown. Amark of 17 for critical
and analytical response is fitting.

AlLevel Chinese Paper 2 Exemplars (Response to set works) © Pearson 2025

16




17

2 = 8 % 8 ® & & & & % 38 8 88
T R ) (R ) (e A ¥
<3 R A TR AR = &P S5 ]S
52 R (Y [T el S 3] R [ 1R (R0 R o [ IR
| (A (5 ) I e ) Y o [ o [ )
| T ) ] R ) 5 I ) L R R [
< o7 @ [ 1) PR P R 0 [ R R (R )
- TR [ 1S 59 1 o 2 ) ) ) e (89 ) o
g B |EETMEET ) Rl AR () ok [ )l el
£om O (g ] PR B () () (R ) ] () [T [
T 2[R S R s D ) i [ O [ [ e e [
588 | 1R A (<o ) 8 T [ ok o MY 4
O 2 2 G| [REED R IR (][ e R <] [ o ] (T o (8 [0
S F 4 g (R R i 5] () S (R e ) [ R
e % 2§ LINMIARILIEERMNEIEC RS
g E o5 2 |DRNECSMEE R SRR

ALevel Chinese Paper2 Exemplars (Response to set works) © Pearson 2025




—
T o

g § § 3§ ¢ ¢ § 8§ 2 &8

FREG, -

ANEH#E R -
5B -

o e #H i a -

=

&8 F i (B s 1 B

2 a2 T &l e @ e e -

Ja

5

=B i R e

=1
A~

VU] K ] 1 | R
it B Yo o e T R

& B
i =

R 5T

LA B (& 73 [ R % e B i R R R B

i 5 | ol ] [l B 2 e A | ) A A
FMEEE S ERRER T

18

ALevel Chinese Paper2 Exemplars (Response to set works) © Pearson 2025



=&

Examiner commentary C:

Total marks: 40 out of 50 marks

AO3: Range of grammatical
structures and vocabulary

AO3: Accuracy of language

AO4: Critical and analytical
response

17 out of 20 marks

7 out of 10 marks

16 out of 20 marks

¢ Consistent variationinuse of grammatical
structures, including in use of complex
language, producing consistently articulate
writing. Examples: use of direct and indirect
speeches, conjunctions to expressideas or
convey argumentse.g. ~NME...MH...,; A&,
HT.. &5, and BAA.HE....

¢ Consistently varied use of vocabulary,
allowingideasto be conveyedinavariety
of different ways. Forexample, using
synonyms &7 ~ 2 and EIR.

e Frequentuse of terminology appropriate
orliterary and cinematic analysis such as §#
B $50H and &5, though there was room for
more examples of this.

e Thereisaccurate language
throughout most of the essay,
resulting in mostly coherent writing.

e Errors occurthat sometimes hinder
clarity of communication, for

example A FRfSHEE Ze2, UK
BASHLHI A and RA AN A AR
FIR N W RO TG

e While the discussions are predominately
relevant to the questions, it could have
remained fully focussed on Cheng Cheng’s
tacticsratherthan discussing the reason
why he lost the electionto Lo Lei, or Cheng
Cheng’sreactiontotheloss.

e Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural
or social contextsis frequently
demonstrated, with some convincing
interpretations and points of view,
predominantly justified with appropriately
selected evidence from the work.

e Detailed, logical arguments and
conclusions are made that consistently link
together.

The student consistently varies their use of
vocabulary and expression with relevant
terminology of literary style for their analysis.
The use of complexlanguageis evident. A
best-fitmark of 17 is appropriate.

Thelanguage used in this essay is
generally accurate but there are some
inaccuracies which can hinder clarity of
communication. Abest fitmark of 7 is
appropriate foraccuracy of language.

The framework for the response is well-
structured, though there was some loss of
focus on the question. Abest fitmark of 16 for
criticaland analytical response is appropriate
because of this.

AlLevel Chinese Paper 2 Exemplars (Response to set works) © Pearson 2025
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Examiner commentary D:

Total marks: 37 out of 50 marks

AO3: Range of grammatical
structures and vocabulary

AO3: Accuracy of language

AOA4: Critical and analytical
response

14 out of 20 marks

7 out of 10 marks

16 out of 20 marks

¢ Frequent variationin use of grammatical
structures, including different types of
complexlanguage, producing writing that
is articulate throughout the majority of the
essay. Examplesinclude using
conjunctions to convey justified
arguments such as [H4.....Fr2L and @724

e Frequently varied use of vocabulary,
resulting in regular variation of expression.

e Some use of terminology appropriate for
literary and cinematic analysis, for
example ik, B and ELig.

e Accuratelanguage throughout
most of the essay, resulting in mostly
coherent writing.

e Errors occurthat occasionally hinder
clarity of communication, for
example H. ).

A predominantly relevant response to the
question, which states the key argumentsin
every paragraph. The focus of discussion
remains on the question throughout.

Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural
orsocial contextsis frequently
demonstrated (forexample, the student
points out that the changes of family
circumstance allow the development of the
boys’ characters), with some convincing
interpretations justified with appropriately
evidence from the work. Further
development would have been beneficial.

Generally detailed, logical arguments are
made, with some persuasive conclusions
that mostly link together.

Use of terminology of literary style is evident,
asis the use of complexlanguage. Abest fit
mark of 14 is appropriate forrange of
grammatical structures and vocabulary.

This student’s writing is generally easy to
read and theircommand of words is
mostly accurate. Errors do sometimes
impact clarity and therefore a best fit
mark of 7 is appropriate foraccuracy of
language.

The arguments presented are supported with
appropriate evidence. Amark of 16 is
appropriate for critical and analytical response.
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Examiner commentary E:

Total marks: 31 out of 50 marks

AO3: Range of grammatical AO3: Accuracy of language | AO4: Critical and analytical response

structures and vocabulary

12 out of 20 marks 6 out of 10 marks 13 out of 20 marks

e Thereis some variationin the use of e Frequentsequencesofaccurate |e Thereisapredominantly relevantresponse
grammatical structures, including some language, resulting in generally to the question, using proper connectives to
recurrent examples of complex language. coherent writing, however, lexis is start their key arguments in every paragraph.
There are appropriate use of tenses, not always secure.

conjunctions and passive voice, though

some syntaxerrors are present,e.g. % ji%ll | e Errors occurthat occasionally

A2 VAR HIRE 5 — B th i B id and 4 hinder clarity of communication,

T T L — BT, for example 4524, ##)Fi% and

ARTHIER.

e Frequently varied use of vocabulary,
resulting in regular variation of expression.
Examples include use of synonyms 3},

w728 and (R 3.

e Some use of terminology appropriate for
literary and cinematic analysis. Forexample,

e Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural or
social contextsis evidentinrelationto
particular aspects of the question, with some
appropriate interpretations and points of
view, sometimes justified by appropriately
selected evidence from the work.

e Generally detailed, logical arguments are
made, with some persuasive conclusions
that mostly link together.

s FAkand fRE.
The student attempted to use complex Errorsinvocabulary sometimeslead | Thefocus of discussionremains onthe question
language and vary theirvocabulary, but this is to ambiguity, therefore a best-fit though the arguments could be developed
not sustained. Some terminology of literary mark of 6 is appropriate foraccuracy | furtherto properly link to the conclusion. The

analysisis appropriate. Abest fit mark of 12is of language.
appropriate forrange of grammatical
structures and vocabulary.

best fit mark for critical and analysis of response
is13.
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Examiner commentary F:

Total marks: 30 out of 50 marks

AO3: Range of grammatical
structures and vocabulary

AO3: Accuracy of language

AO4: Critical and analytical
response

13 out of 20 marks

5 out of 10 marks

12 out of 20 marks

¢ Some variationin the use of grammatical
structures, including some recurrent
examples of complexlanguage and
sections of articulate writing with
occasionally stilted phrasing. There were
attempts tovary expressions, but these
were not always accurate e.g. XFEIAFH
1T, XFRPNRATH R, NIEHEN £8 and
MEBENITH.

e Frequently varied use of vocabulary,
resulting in regular variation of expression

e.g.intheuse of £F|, B r, Tk and B,

e Frequent use of terminology appropriate
forliterary and cinematic analysis. For
example #ik, Lk, FHRk and B4k

e Frequentsequences of accurate
language, resulting in generally
coherent writing.

e Errors occurthat sometimes hinder
clarity of communication and
occasionally prevent meaning
being conveyed. Forexample: {£7+

YRR T, PEAR, X ISR/ NB ),
K and 551 EE.

e Thereisapredominantly relevant
response to the question.

e Critical analysis of issues/themes/cultural
orsocial contextsis evidentinrelation to
particular aspects of the question, with
some appropriate interpretations and
points of view, sometimes justified by
appropriately selected evidence from the
work.

e Logicalarguments are followed through
on particular aspects of the question,
occasionally detailed and with linked
conclusions, however, some points are
made without exploration.

There is some variation in grammatical
structures and vocabulary despite some
phrases beinginaccurate, A best fitmark of 13
is fitting forrange of grammatical structures
andvocabulary.

Language is generally accurate but
there are some errors which cause
confusion and mean that meaningis
not conveyed. As such, a best fit mark
of 5is appropriate foraccuracy of
language.

The essayis well structured, though the
analysis could be better articulated, with a
greater focus on the themes or social
contexts. The successinrelevancy means a
mark of 12 is appropriate.
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