Exemplar Material (Full/Traditional characters)

Example 1
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500 characters
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Commentary on Example 1

Completion of task

The title makes it clear that the candidate intends to discuss the origin of the Dragon Boat
Festival and there is clear evidence of extensive research. The candidate demonstrates
excellent knowledge of the various stories as well as the activities associated with the
festival. The essay shows a high level of intellectual competence by distinguishing between
myths and facts. It first points out the inconsistencies in the stories, and then proceeds to
explain how the activities and customs were actually associated with climate and general
concern to health and well-being. All the points made are well argued and each point
supported by evidence. Conclusions are convincing.

Mark range: 13-15 (top end)

Organisation and development

Organisation and development of the essay are excellent. The essay is carefully planned and
suitably concise. Factual knowledge, ideas and arguments are effectively presented and
developed and skilfully controlled. With only 42 characters the introduction gives factual
knowledge of the major activities of the festival. It sets the scene for discussion and leads to

the second paragraph which is a brief but precise description of the story of fE/&. The essay is

then dominated by arguments, evaluation and explanation and ends with a convincing
conclusion.

The essay is written well in 500 characters.

Mark range: 9-10

Quality of language

Language is fluent, varied and appropriate. It is of a high level of accuracy considering the
need to fit the amount of details into the word limit.

Mark range: 5

Overall

This essay is a sophisticated piece of research work at GCE level; and is a good example of the
type of essay that could be achieved on the topic ‘festivals’.



Example 2

HEERFRERAHEREARENER
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493 characters



Commentary on Example 2

Completion of task

The candidate has chosen a title that is not really suitable. A different title focussing on one
festival (as instructed in the specification) would have served the candidate better.

The candidate holds the view that festivals and traditional values are still relevant to modern
Chinese society. However, the essay shows no clear evidence of research related to this. The
candidate provides some basic information by compiling the names of several festivals, but is
not able to demonstrate genuine understanding of their significance or values. Some

references are quite confused or arbitrary, for example, E A AR EE, t2HEENESE; 4
. RERMEBFES—, EHKHA.. SREFERS; and the candidate does not fully appreciate the

different significance of the ‘B &3’ from province to province. There is further evidence of
this arbitrary approach to referencing as the candidate tries to justify their viewpoint, for
example AIUEZREY, EREEERD T RENES, FRBUTEE.

Mark range 3-4
Organisation and development

There is evidence of organisation. Indeed, the essay begins with an introduction, then moves
on to consider the significance of individual festivals and follows this with a discussion of other
reasons that support the candidate’s stance. However, although ideas are neatly paragraphed,
more evidence of using sources to support arguments would have been welcome. The
candidate should have explored in greater depth what was offered in the second paragraph,
instead of allowing the essay to become discursive. The conclusion is contained in just one
simple sentence but this is, nevertheless valid (in light of the overall upper word count of 500
characters.)

Mark range 5-6
Quality of Language

The language is fluent, clear and appropriate.
Mark range 5.

Overall

This essay is an example of one where the candidate (1) does not seem to fully understand the
specification and (2) relies too much on broad preconceived and fixed opinions. In order to
improve the performance, the candidate would need to show clearer evidence of a genuine
interest in the content and engage in more reading and research. This essay tended to feature
a discursive writing approach with opinions rather than a reflective and evidence-based
approach.



Example 3
BRAMTEER? FNWMEFTEZBHFIFRIAMN — LA,

BREEBNNRE Y. BRETH K NRKEEEE  FESHFY  EEMEETHFEE , ©FK
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ERBAEMHE. BNERR  RENEERE, —EAX—ENRX , LEKREEK , "#HREH—
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RIET M THERTET,  MBEGHTRETF(Q), TRUUERTRERELFEE, BRR
BETE , ENERMSZT  BRBRFEE  MNEORAMEEN , REMBILER , At
BETRENFER-SEEN , BATY , th "FETEE, 3) , EERECKRAME , EXHE
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EHEREERZIMERNERHBENTEE  NRTHREZEN  FEZBIRABAR,

REGERPAEMEBEITE , TeEEHEFRR,
(489 characters)
Quotation cited from:

1. BEFEXR43EH
2. BEEBEAXR42EH
3. BEEEAIH



Commentary on Example 3

Completion of task

The candidate chooses to discuss the death of Hai’r. The title is clear and implies an
evaluative approach which is evident throughout the essay. The candidate provides a
sustained analysis of the behaviour of the elders and Juexin who were responsible for the
tragedy. All the points made are well argued and supported by an intelligent use of evidence
and quotes from the text. The mentioning of Hui is well crafted and shows good independent
thinking. Clearly the candidate has a very good understanding of the whole story.

Mark range: 13-15 (top end)

Organisation and development

Organisation and development of the essay are excellent. The essay is carefully planned. Ideas
and arguments are effectively developed and skilfully controlled. There is no padding. By
pointing out the fact that ‘B BEEFBFEARE , S®IE=E(L’ in the introduction, the candidate
concisely answers the first part of the question and at the same time effectively sets the
scene for the discussion. Reasons for the behaviour of the elders and Juexin are discussed in
the following three paragraphs. A conclusion related to the theme of the story is drawn in the
final short paragraph. The candidate has kept well within the word limit with 489 characters.
The quotations have been referenced properly by using numbered footnote.

Mark range: 9-10 (top end)

Quality of language

Language is fluent, varied and appropriate, and shows good assimilation of the original text.
Mark range 5

Overall

This essay is an excellent piece of work. It is written well without citation of additional
sources. The candidate has avoided clichéd ideological terms that can be easily found in a lot
of additional sources in the form of commentary or literature review. There is a risk that the
latter half of the question, due to its phrasing, could become discursive. However, this does
not happen with this candidate. The candidate has adopted a reasoned and mature approach
to this essay and demonstrates good independent judgement.



Exemplar Material (Simplified characters)

Example 1
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Commentary on Example 1

Completion of task

The title makes it clear that the candidate intends to discuss the origin of the Dragon Boat
Festival and there is clear evidence of extensive research. The candidate demonstrates
excellent knowledge of the various stories as well as the activities associated with the
festival. The essay shows a high level of intellectual competence by distinguishing between
myths and facts. It first points out the inconsistencies in the stories, and then proceeds to
explain how the activities and customs were actually associated with climate and general
concern to health and well-being. All the points made are well argued and each point
supported by evidence. Conclusions are convincing.

Mark range: 13-15 (top end)

Organisation and development

Organisation and development of the essay are excellent. The essay is carefully planned and
suitably concise. Factual knowledge, ideas and arguments are effectively presented and
developed and skilfully controlled. With only 42 characters the introduction gives factual
knowledge of the major activities of the festival. It sets the scene for discussion and leads to
the second paragraph which is a brief but precise description of the story of i Jii. The essay is
then dominated by arguments, evaluation and explanation and ends with a convincing
conclusion.

The essay is written well in 500 characters.

Mark range: 9-10

Quality of language

Language is fluent, varied and appropriate. It is of a high level of accuracy considering the
need to fit the amount of details into the word limit.

Mark range: 5

Overall

This essay is a sophisticated piece of research work at GCE level; and is a good example of the
type of essay that could be achieved on the topic ‘festivals’.



Example 2
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Commentary on Example 2

Completion of task

The candidate has chosen a title that is not really suitable. A different title focussing on one
festival (as instructed in the specification) would have served the candidate better.

The candidate holds the view that festivals and traditional values are still relevant to modern
Chinese society. However, the essay shows no clear evidence of research related to this. The
candidate provides some basic information by compiling the names of several festivals, but is
not able to demonstrate genuine understanding of their significance or values. Some

references are quite confused or arbitrary, for example, E A AR EE, t2HEENESE; 4
. RERMBFES—, EHKHA. SREFERS; and the candidate does not fully appreciate the

different significance of the ‘B &3’ from province to province. There is further evidence of
this arbitrary approach to referencing as the candidate tries to justify their viewpoint, for
example AILEZREY, EREEERD T RENES, FRBUTEE.

Mark range 3-4
Organisation and development

There is evidence of organisation. Indeed, the essay begins with an introduction, then moves
on to consider the significance of individual festivals and follows this with a discussion of other
reasons that support the candidate’s stance. However, although ideas are neatly paragraphed,
more evidence of using sources to support arguments would have been welcome. The
candidate should have explored in greater depth what was offered in the second paragraph,
instead of allowing the essay to become discursive. The conclusion is contained in just one
simple sentence but this is, nevertheless valid (in light of the overall upper word count of 500
characters.)

Mark range 5-6
Quality of Language

The language is fluent, clear and appropriate.
Mark range 5.

Overall

This essay is an example of one where the candidate (1) does not seem to fully understand the
specification and (2) relies too much on broad preconceived and fixed opinions. In order to
improve the performance, the candidate would need to show clearer evidence of a genuine
interest in the content and engage in more reading and research. This essay tended to feature
a discursive writing approach with opinions rather than a reflective and evidence-based
approach.



Example 3
WL AL P82 PHEIR AR IT B 20
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(489 characters)
Quotation cited from:
1. HREA 43 51
2. FEA 42 51
3. HMHEA 3N



Commentary on Example 3

Completion of task

The candidate chooses to discuss the death of Hai’r. The title is clear and implies an
evaluative approach which is evident throughout the essay. The candidate provides a
sustained analysis of the behaviour of the elders and Juexin who were responsible for the
tragedy. All the points made are well argued and supported by an intelligent use of evidence
and quotes from the text. The mentioning of Hui is well crafted and shows good independent
thinking. Clearly the candidate has a very good understanding of the whole story.

Mark range: 13-15 (top end)

Organisation and development

Organisation and development of the essay are excellent. The essay is carefully planned. Ideas
and arguments are effectively developed and skilfully controlled. There is no padding. By
pointing out the fact that ‘BfiEETEEHEE , BWIEZEIL’ in the introduction, the candidate
concisely answers the first part of the question and at the same time effectively sets the
scene for the discussion. Reasons for the behaviour of the elders and Juexin are discussed in
the following three paragraphs. A conclusion related to the theme of the story is drawn in the
final short paragraph. The candidate has kept well within the word limit with 489 characters.
The quotations have been referenced properly by using numbered footnote.

Mark range: 9-10 (top end)

Quality of language

Language is fluent, varied and appropriate, and shows good assimilation of the original text.
Mark range 5

Overall

This essay is an excellent piece of work. It is written well without citation of additional
sources. The candidate has avoided clichéd ideological terms that can be easily found in a lot
of additional sources in the form of commentary or literature review. There is a risk that the
latter half of the question, due to its phrasing, could become discursive. However, this does
not happen with this candidate. The candidate has adopted a reasoned and mature approach
to this essay and demonstrates good independent judgement.



