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Introduction
This examination is the final unit of the GCE Chinese qualification. In this paper, candidates
are assessed on their abilities to write accurately in Chinese characters, their knowledge and
understanding of Chinese Culture and society and their ability to analyse material in Chinese
and to evaluate information. Knowledge and application of language is classified as part of
Assessment Objective 3 and accounts for 12.5% of the marks for the whole paper.
This paper requires candidates not only to apply the target language effectively, but to also
to demonstrate that they are able to access information from Chinese languages sources.
Candidates are expected to conduct research on their chosen topic for the Research-based
essay.
Extensive reading in the target language and the collection of a considerable amount of
relevant materials and data is expected. Candidates should apply critical thinking skills and
form their independent evaluations on the material they have selected at the end of their
research.
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Question 1 (x)
In section A, candidates need to skim through the text and locate the relevant information
required by the questions. Many candidates demonstrated good reading skills and selected
the appropriate content. The majority of candidates scored 7 marks or above from a total
of 10 marks. Some marks were missed when key information was missing in candidates'
responses in Question (b),(c) or (d).
Candidates are reminded that reading comprehension requires them to identify the
answers exclusively from the text and to construct answers precisely but not to cite the
full sentence. This year, many candidates wrote down the full sentence despite the clear
question requirements to give 1 or 2 examples only.

Question 1 (y)
In section A, candidates need to skim through the text and locate the relevant information
required by the questions. Many candidates demonstrated good reading skills and selected
the appropriate content. The majority of candidates scored 7 marks or above from a total
of 10 marks. Some marks were missed when key information was missing in candidates'
responses to Question (b),(c) or (d).
Candidates are reminded that reading comprehension requires them to identify the
answers exclusively from the text and to construct answers precisely but not to cite the
full sentence. This year, many candidates wrote down the full sentence despite the clear
question requirements to give 1 or 2 examples only.

Question 2 (x)
There is improvement in performance as a whole. Appropriate sentence structures were
presented in most candidates’ answers, but some candidates were not able to convert
frequently used phrases or words into the target language. For example: ‘every year in
Spring’, ‘celebrate’,‘traditional’, ‘are made of’, ‘flour’, ‘eggs’, ‘less common’, ‘countryside’,
‘various’ ,‘participants’, ‘run races through the streets’, ‘closed’.
The problematic areas seemed to be the first, second and third sentences in the second
paragraph. A frequent misinterpretation was ‘the road will be closed’ into ‘the roads will
become narrow and crowded’.
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Question 2 (y)
There is improvement in performance as a whole. Appropriate sentence structures were
presented in most candidates’ answers, but some candidates were not able to convert
frequently used phrases or words into the target language. For example: ‘every year in
Spring’, ‘celebrate’,‘traditional’, ‘are made of’, ‘flour’, ‘eggs’, ‘less common’, ‘countryside’,
‘various’ ,‘participants’, ‘run races through the streets’, ‘closed’.
The problematic areas seemed to be the first, second and third sentences in the second
paragraph. A frequent misinterpretation was ‘the road will be closed’ into ‘the roads will
become narrow and crowded’.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate was mostly able to correctly translate the
paragraph into the target language in terms of appropriate
lexical and phrasal accuracy and grammar. When candidate
would be better to convert ‘less common’ into ‘不常见’, he/she
used the expression ‘not so publicised’ (不怎么公众化). However,
it does not affect the candidate scoring the top band 9-10, as
excellent transfer of meaning was completed and awareness of
nuance was shown.
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Question 3 (x)
Most candidates were able to respond to all 4 bullet points.
A good number of answers were relevant and included development.
Some showed good understanding of the general topic, which was transport. A few went
further to discuss how to be environmentally friendly, made good observations of
environmentally friendly activities from daily life and could employ these in their
arguments.
Q03CRx
Candidates appear to be more confident in using facts or providing factual details in their
explanations.
Q03QLx

19
5
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Examiner Comments

Candidate presented traffic problems that occur in her neighbourhood. She lives above
a shopping mall surrounded by bus stops, taxi ranks and a small car park. In the
summer, many people like to go to the air-conditioned shopping mall which causes traffic
congestion. Problems are presented clearly.
Candidate then extended his/her observations further to investigate the underlying issues
concerning traffic congestion.
Firstly, the car park is not big enough to accommodate the volume of customers who drive
to the shopping mall. This causes a lot of cars to queue outside for car parking space.
Secondly, there is insufficient public transport provision in terms of both type and volume
available to accommodate for frequent visitors. The following explanation was confusing
because the candidate changed their position mid-argument by arguing that public
transport is cheap and helps reduce private car usage. Further explanation is required
here in order to bridge the disadvantages of the public transport to the advantages.
Then the candidate reflected on the causes of the traffic congestion and came up with 3
potential solutions. However, a couple of their solutions were not directly developed from
the causes of the traffic problems in his/her community.
Lastly, the candidate emphasised the importance of having a convenient traffic network
to improve pedestrian facilities, to avoid accidents happening and to encourage cities to
make full use of public transportation.
CR:16 QL:5

Examiner Tip

•

When the candidate mentioned that there is insufficient public
transport, he/she may want to extend this opinion in detail as
there wasn’t any evidence to support his/her opinion in this area.

•

In his/her response to the last bullet point, he/she advocated
reducing road works but then moved on to state that the
government should build more tunnels and overcrossings: this is
self-contradictory. Further clarification might be needed there.
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Question 3 (y)
Most candidates were able to respond to all 4 bullet points.
A good number of answers were relevant and included development.
Some showed good understanding of the general topic, which was transport. A few went
further to discuss how to be environmentally friendly, made good observations of
environmentally friendly activities from daily life and could employ these in their
arguments.
Q03CRx

16

Candidates appear to be more confident in using facts or providing factual details in their
Q03QLx
explanations.

5
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Examiner Comments

Candidate concluded that the main traffic issue is everyone driving his/her own
car causing traffic congestion. As the car engines have to be kept on while cars
are stuck in traffic jams, they will release a lot of exhaust emissions and cause
significant air pollution. Problems are presented clearly and logically. Candidate
thinks the reasons why many people want to have their own cars are convenience
and affordability. In order to change these, people should enhance their
environmental awareness, develop public transport and use environmentally friendly
cars producing lower emissions. In terms of future public transport, the candidate
thinks the High Speed Maglev Train is the solution for pollution and global warming.
The whole essay is focused and well-connected. Candidate demonstrated a good
level of understanding of the task and problems were clearly presented. Candidate
also effectively reflects on the local traffic issues and successfully addresses the
underlining causes of them. A high level of logical thinking and analysis skills are
exercised in this essay. In brief, it is a focused and highly logically developed essay.
CR:19 QL:5

Examiner Tip

While addressing the connection of air pollution
and traffic congestion, the candidate can use more
succinct phrasing to summarise the connection.
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Question 4 (x)
In general, the Research-based essay requires candidates to provide strong and wellfocused answers. Content has to be relevant at all times. Candidates need to offer
consistent explanations in their analysis. A substantiated (good use of facts) answer should
be supported by evaluation (judgement) throughout but not just in the conclusion. Using
sound knowledge to support the evaluation is essential. In terms of organisation and
development, candidates should make effective links between paragraphs and be wellstructured and organised. Factors should be linked and cross-evaluated.

RUB
Q04CTx
RUB
Q04ODx
RUB
Q04QLx
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Examiner Comments

Reference: yes, with article title and websites access dates
Word count: within 500 words
Candidate tried to analyse whether gender equality has been achieved since the
People’s Republic of China was founded. Candidate outlined that since the time of
Mao’s metaphor that ‘women can support half of the sky’ women’s social status
has not become completely equal to men - especially in equality of education and
employment opportunities and equal gender proportions of government officials.
Candidate then pointed out that female students’ university entry requirements are
higher than males. Consequently, it will narrow down women’s work opportunities, so
they will earn less and have less chance of enjoying their learning. As a result of not
being able to receive higher education, their skills won’t be improved and developed.
Candidate used one university as an example to support his/her opinion. The
university entry requirement is universal for both genders of candidates and
universities have no means to therefore discriminate on gender before accepting
students on to their courses. As data was from only one university, the candidate’s
analysis and conclusion cannot be broad enough in scope.
In the second paragraph, the candidate focused on explaining the result of females not
having equal pay to males in terms of that it stopped females applying their talent and
skills to create new products and inventions, and having a better and more equal life.
CT: There is evidence that the candidate employs a source in his/her essay, however
the source tends to be narrative. Using narrative material has affected candidate’s
analysis and his/her conclusion. A wider range of source material should be sequenced
in support of a more mature conclusion.
OD: Candidate demonstrated satisfactory organising skills on using material
effectively. Essay structure is clear and development was found.
QL: Fluent and no significant error affects understanding.
CT 7-9
OD 6
QL 5

Question 4 (y)
In general, the Research-based essay requires candidates to provide strong and wellfocused answers. Content has to be relevant at all times. Candidates need to offer
consistent explanations in their analysis. A substantiated (good use of facts) answer should
be supported by evaluation (judgement) throughout but not just in the conclusion. Using
sound knowledge to support the evaluation is essential. In terms of organisation and
development, candidates should make effective links between paragraphs and be wellstructured and organised. Factors should be linked and cross-evaluated.
It is encouraging to see many learners taking this qualification and achieving to the best
of their abilities. There is clear evidence that an increasing number of candidates are more
prepared and can access the higher marks.

GCE Chinese 6CN03 01

11

Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
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•

In Section C, the essay title is linked to the same topic area as the reading 			
comprehension in Section A. Candidates should draft their answers with wholly 		
relevant information, make good use of facts and provide factual details in 			
explanations. The essay structure should be clear and coherent; there should 		
be logical connections between each paragraph.

•

Section D is the Research-based essay which requires candidates to write up to 500
characters. Candidates should ensure that they choose a topic area which is of 		
interest to them and that is related to one of the four specific topic areas (modern 		
history, geography of China, society, films and books). It is vital that research 		
is linked directly to Chinese culture and/or society.

•

Candidates’ are recommended to research widely and in depth around their chosen 		
topic. Keeping records and a bibliography of all material consulted is essential, as is
expected of academic research. Candidates must be reminded that this is not a 		
creative writing exercise.

•

For the Research-based essay, candidates should provide a strong and well-focused 		
topic, offer consistent explanations and a substantiated answer which is supported 		
by evaluation throughout. They should employ a balanced knowledge in 			
their analysis. They should make effective links between paragraphs and their essay
should be well-structured and organised. Opinions should be linked and 			
cross-evaluated.

•

References should be well presented in the informative form:

•

For websites: candidates include authors, article titles, webpage links and log on 		
dates;

•

For books and journals: candidates should note down authors, book / article titles, 		
pages and ISBN number.

•

Teachers and students should make full use of the research-based essay guide and 		
the exemplar materials with commentaries, which are all available via the 			
qualification page on the Pearson Edexcel website. In addition, specific 				
questions relating to the assessment and the qualification can be answered via 		
the ‘Ask the Expert’ facility, which is also available online.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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