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Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout the world.
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers.
Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they need to
help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners.
For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 576
0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com. If you have any subject specific questions about
the content of this Examiners’ Report that require the help of a subject specialist, you may find
our Ask The Expert email service helpful.
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/

Alternatively, you can speak directly to a subject specialist at Edexcel on our dedicated Modern
Foreign Languages telephone line: 0844 576 0035

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online tool that offers teachers unrivalled insight into exam
performance.
You can use this valuable service to see how your students performed according to a range of
criteria – at cohort, class or individual student level.

•
•
•
•

Question-by-question exam analysis
Skills maps linking exam performance back to areas of the specification
Downloadable exam papers, mark schemes and examiner reports
Comparisons to national performance

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024
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Introduction
This paper carries 70 marks and consists of 3 sections, the time allocation is 2 hours and 30
minutes. The was little evidence that candidates did not have sufficient time to complete all
questions.

Section 1
Section 1 is listening. Candidates answer 4 questions within the first 45 minutes. Candidates
may replay the recording of each passage as many times as they like within the 45 minutes.
Candidates therefore should make use of this opportunity to make more certain that the answers
they have written down are correct.
In question 3, a considerable number of candidates did not circle the correct answer in the
bracket as instructed. The correct answer was accepted in whichever form it was offered but
candidates are advised to comply with the rubric.
Question 4 carries the largest number of marks amongst the listening questions and candidates
are required to give answers in Chinese characters. The vast majority of candidates appeared to
understand the extract well, but some struggled to give the correct registers and lost marks.

Section 2
Section 2 is reading. Candidates are required to read three passages and respond to the questions
in English. Overall candidates performed less well on this section compared to the other two
sections on the paper.
Candidates are reminded to read the rubric and to adhere to the requirements that all answers
should be in English and all answers should be based exclusively on the information in the
passage. No credit can be given for answers written in Chinese and for those that have no basis in
the stimulus.
For question 5, candidates tended to write lengthy answers. Indiscriminate lifting will not result
in high marks. It is sufficient to pick the key sentence or phrase that is focused on the question.
To have the keywords understood in context and appropriately translated is more important. This
also applies to questions 6 and 7.

Section 3
Section 3 is continuous writing. Many candidates received high marks on this section. Some
candidates did slightly less well because they did not respond to all of the bullet points or they
misinterpreted the rubric for the 2nd and 3rd bullets as referring to western festivals. Some
candidates exceeded the stipulated length of 180-200 characters. The extra effort they put in
was unnecessary, and in no case resulted in a higher mark because only the work written within
the word-limit of 200 characters will be credited.
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Question 5

Examiner Comments
This candidate scored full marks.

Examiner Tip
For Question 5(a) candidates should focus on the keyword ‘extra-curriculum knowledge’ or ‘knowledge outside the
textbooks’.
For Question 5(b)candidates should not translate the word ‘wenti’ literally into ‘question’. In this context the
appropriate word is ‘issue’.
For Question 5(c) candidates should follow the original text ‘admit’. Both ‘confess’ and ‘correct’ are not appropriate.
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Question 7
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Examiner Comments
This candidate scored 8 out of 10 marks. This candidate did not
score on parts e and g.

Examiner Tip
For question 7(e) many candidates did not
understand ‘multi cultural’ or ‘multi racial’ in both
English and Chinese.
For Question 7(g) candidates tended to leave out the
word ‘help’, rendering a different meaning.
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Question 8
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Examiner Comments
This candidate scored a high mark for Quality of Language (12 marks) but only 7 marks
for Content and response. The candidate wrote 102 characters for the first paragraph
and as a result only 2 of the bullet points were addressed with the remaining 98
characters rendering the task incomplete and a significant part of the essay irrelevant.

Examiner Tip
Candidates should limit the opening paragraph /
lines to no more than 20 words. Start with ‘How
are you? You asked me about how we celebrate
Chinese New Year. The school I am in…etc…’
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Question 8
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Examiner Comments
The opening paragraph is acceptable. All the details and description are relevant
to the title. However, the candidate focuses too much on how the school
celebrated the festival and is not able to address all the bullet points. The
content of this essay scores 8 marks and the quality of language 13 marks.

Examiner Tip
Candidates need to be more aware of the rubric
and give equal attention and balanced space to all
the bullet points.
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Examiner Comments
This answer scored 15 for content and 14 for language. The
opening is concise and immediately links to the first bullet point.
All the bullet points are addressed and balanced. The activities
described are relevant and believable. Examiners particularly
liked the opening comment on the opening speech, which
provides a genuine sense of personal feeling and experience.

Examiner Tip
To gain full mark for language, candidates must pay
attention to paragraphing and punctuation.
It is appropriate to start a new paragraph for the
celebration in the city.
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Grade boundaries
Grade

Max. Mark

A

B

C

D

E

N

U

Raw mark boundary

70

52

44

37

30

23

16

0

Uniform mark scale boundary

70

56

49

42

35

28

21

0
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