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Examiner Tip

Retain intermediate numbers in the calculator and 
round at the end of the calculation.

Examiner Comments

The intermediate rounding, produces a slightly 
different answer in this case.

Examiner Comments

The classic error in a yield calculation.
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      Question 4(d) 
 The idea of transfer losses is a standard feature of organic (and inorganic) preparations and this 
question tests the candidates' understanding of the phrase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

This a simple and sensible response which gains the mark.
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Examiner Comments

While this gains the mark, the answer is weakened by reference to 
material 'falling off the fi lter paper'. 

Candidates should appreciate that transfer losses are unavoidable, while 
dropping product material is just careless.

Examiner Tip

In practical questions, it is usually best to assume 
that the experiment is carried out correctly 
and focus on the intrinsic shortcomings of the 
procedure.

Examiner Comments

Avoid 'etc' in your answers.
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Examiner Comments

A nice answer which focuses on a specifi c and unavoidable 
practical shortcoming of recrystallization.
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      Question 4(e )
 Most candidates appreciated that the most likely explanation for a yield in excess of 100%, was 
failure to dry the product but some sought more elaborate explanations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Examiner Comments

This candidate makes it look very easy.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has not really attempted to think about the problem, taking refuge in learned answers.
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 Candidates need to be aware that at A2 they are expected to apply their knowledge of Chemistry in 
familiar and unfamiliar situations; this requires practice in thinking through problems and selecting 
sensible answers. Particularly in practical situations there may be more than one plausible answer, 
however, while offering several correct alternative answers will gain credit, a mix of right and wrong 
answers is unlikely to score full marks. 

Candidates should be able to draw clear and precise diagrams of the apparatus used in chemistry 
laboratories at Advanced level. 

           Review what you write and check that your meaning is clear and unambiguous.          

Examiner Comments

This candidate ignores the part of the question, 
which states that the correct amounts of reagents 
have been used.

Examiner Tip

Read the question carefully.
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Grade Boundries

Grade Max. Mark A* A B C D E N U

Raw mark boundary 50 38 34 30 26 22 18 14 0

Uniform mark scale boundary 60 54 48 42 36 30 24 18 0
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