Next Steps!
If you are interested in studying AS and A level Business you should start
to find out more about the subject by:
 visiting the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com/2015business) –
there is a lot of useful information about what you will be 		
studying and how you will be assessed – just follow the bear
t alking to the Head of Business at your school who will be able
to describe the course in detail and advise you of what you
need to do next when it comes to your options
 finding out what is happening in the world of business by 		
watching the news and relevant TV programmes or visiting the
business sections of websites such as the BBC.

AS and A level
Business
Business is the right subject
for you if you enjoy:
communicating and explaining your ideas
exploring and presenting alternative courses of action
thinking strategically and making decisions
working with numbers to solve business problems
keeping up to date with national and international business news
learning about the world of business through research and investigation

“Business keeps you up to date with
what’s going on in the world and allows
you to be a step ahead at all times.”
Business student

Is this the right subject for me?
What do I need to know, or be able to do,
before taking this course?
It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied business before. You might have
an interest in business, and want to start your own business one day.
You may have an enquiring mind and be interested in learning about
the world around you, how businesses work and what challenges
businesses face. This course will help you to understand all this 		
and more.

What will I learn?
Business is a dynamic subject. You will learn about the diverse nature
of business enterprise and the interdependence of the various parts of
the business world. You will explore business success and business
failure, investigate local, national and global business markets, and
understand how businesses need to adapt and respond strategically to
the changing environment in which they operate to survive and grow.
This constant evolutionary process makes business a 		
fascinating subject.
In Theme 1 and Theme 2 you will learn about how businesses work.
You will be introduced to the marketing and people functions before
investigating entrepreneurs and business start-ups. You will also
explore how business finance and operations work, and understand the
impact of external influences.
Theme 3 and Theme 4 move from functions to strategy. You will
explore influences on business strategy and decision-making, and
understand how businesses mitigate risk and uncertainty. You will
also explore global business and the opportunities and issues facing
businesses in today’s global world.

How will I be
assessed at
A level?
Paper 1
You will tackle data
response and essay
questions on marketing,
people and global
businesses – this is the
content you study in Theme
1 and Theme 4.

Paper 2
You will tackle data response
and essay questions on
business activities, decisions
and strategy – this is the
content you study in Theme
2 and Theme 3.

Paper 3
You will have a research
task before the exam.
The questions in the exam
– data response and essay
questions – are linked to the
context you will research.

What can I do after
I’ve completed the
course?
Through studying business
you will develop transferable
skills that will prepare you
for studying at university
or moving into the world of
work. You will become skilled
in making decisions, solving
problems, applying numerical
skills (including understanding
finance and working with
data) and understanding the
business environment. You
will also develop commercial
awareness.
Suitable higher education
courses include business
management, accountancy
and finance, marketing,
tourism management and
international business.
Business students can also
progress to a wide range of
careers, such as banking,
sales, product management
and general management,
to working in public sector
organisations or charities.

