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Q2b (ii) This question is diffi cult in the sense that there are many questions which could be asked in this 
general area but the examiners were looking for ones which would take the information already given a 
little further.  A wide rage of responses was, however, credited.

In the second part some precision was needed, so if it was a library needed to know what kind or which 
section.  If a doctor, what sort and if on the internet how the information might be found.

 

Examiner Comments

This answer address three questions which the data already answer, so no marks here.  In 
the second part it is again all too vague for any marks.
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Examiner Comments

This answer gets the cost point in the fi rst part and search engine is used for another 
mark in the second.  All the other questions in the fi rst part are too far outside the brief 
for a mark.
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Q2a (iii) This question was not understood by many candidates who were keen to quote data from the 
graphs given and then criticise it.  In other cases the idea was understood but the answer was the too vague 
such as ‘drug company’ as opposed top ‘drug company making or selling statins’, or website, rather than one 
associated with a stain researcher.  The following show some of these problems.

Examiner Comments

What type of private company?

Examiner Comments

Again too vague, marketing departments where?
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APPENDIX A

Unit Grade Boundaries And Uniform Marks

The raw mark obtained in each module is converted into a standardised mark on a uniform mark scale, and 
the uniform marks are then aggregated into a total for the subject.  Details of the method of aggregation 
are given in Appendix B.

For AS examinations, the two examined unit tests (6BI01 & 6BI02) each have a weighting of 40% with a 
maximum of 120 uniform marks; and the coursework unit* (Unit 6BI03) has a weighting of 20% with a 
maximum of 60 uniform marks.

For the A2 units, the two examined unit tests (6BI04 & 6BI05) also each have a weighting of 40% with a 
maximum of 120 uniform marks; and the coursework unit* (Unit 6BI06) has a weighting of 20% with a 
maximum of 60 uniform marks.

Therefore, for candidates taking the full A level, the four examined unit tests (6BI01, 6BI02, 6BI04, 6BI05) 
each have a weighting of 20% with a maximum of 120 uniform marks; and the two coursework units* (Unit 
6BI03 & 6BI06) have a weighting of 10% with a maximum of 60 uniform marks.

The table below shows the boundaries at which raw marks were converted into uniform marks in this 
examination. The A and E grade boundaries are determined by inspection of the quality of the candidates’ 
work. The other grade boundaries are determined by dividing the range of marks between A and E. Marks 
within each grade are scaled appropriately within the equivalent range of uniform marks.

Unit Grade Boundaries

Unit 
Max. Mark A B C D E 

Uniform marks
120

96 84 72 60 48

6BI01 (Unit 1)
Raw marks

80
57 52 47 43 39

6BI02 (Unit 2) 80 57 52 48 44 40

6BI04 (Unit 4) 90 59 55 51 47 44

Unit 
Max. Mark A B C D E 

Uniform marks
60

48 42 36 30 24

6BI07 (International)
Raw marks

40
29 25 21 18 15

*or written alternative for International centres. 
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