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First, here is a summary of the regulatory changes to AS and A level
from 2015.
AS and A levels have been decoupled, which means that the AS qualification
will no longer ‘count towards’ the A level grade. Work submitted for AS level

Art and Design qualification can form part of a student’s submission for A
level Art and Design Component 1 Personal Investigation. Any AS level
work submitted as part of an A level submission will be assessed at the
higher A level standard.
If any student or centre is considering re-using work, we would strongly
encourage them to review the assessment requirements of the A level
course to ensure that it meets those full requirements.

As an AS grade no longer counts towards an A level grade, why would
we consider offering an AS?
Breadth is important to students Some students may wish to supplement
a three A level programme of study with an additional AS in Art and Design.
This may be important to your students as it will continue to provide them
with breadth of study.
Students may want to choose later Some students might start four A
levels, knowing they will ‘drop down’ to three A levels in year 2. In this
scenario, they may wish to postpone their decision until their have taken one

2

or more AS qualifications and seen their results. Offering AS also means that
students who unexpectedly leave the course after the first year will have an AS
qualification.

AS gives focus to Year 12 Offering AS gives a focus for Year 12 study and could
provide you with a useful way of tracking student progress at the end of the first year
and students with a way of showing universities their progress in a subject.
If you wish to, it is possible to co-deliver our AS and A level courses so you can
continue to offer your students an AS qualification and enable them to progress to
the full A level.
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Here is a timeline showing final assessment dates for the legacy
specification, and first teaching and assessment dates for the new AS
and A level Art and Design specifications.
As you can see, the final AS and A2 assessment opportunity for the legacy
specification is in the summer of 2016. Ofqual hasn’t yet confirmed resit
opportunities for AS and A2 but, when they do, we will update this slide and
create a news item on the Art and Design subject page:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/art-anddesign.updates.html?facets=subject-update-all.
As for the new specifications, first teaching begins in September 2015. The
first AS assessment opportunity is in the summer of 2016 and the first A
level assessment opportunity is in the summer of 2017. We expect most
centres deliver the AS in one year and the A level in two years. However, if
your centre intends to deliver the A level course in one year, then you won’t
start delivering the new specification until September 2016. This is driven by
the first assessment date – the first A level assessment opportunity is in the
summer of 2017.
If you also teach GCSE Art and Design, please be aware that GCSE Art and
Design specifications are being redeveloped for first teaching in September
2016.

3

4

Here is an overview of the specifications. At both AS and A level, we will
offer titles in Art, Craft and Design, Fine Art, Textile Design, Graphic
Communication, Three-dimensional Design and Photography.
The Art, Craft and Design title will continue to be a broad-based course as
the Art and Design course is now – your students will have to work in
disciplines chosen from at least two of the other five titles for Component 1
(though they have the opportunity to specialise in Component 2, with the
option of working in one or more disciplines).
Depending on students’ skills and interests, students will be able to focus on
a specialism as they do now through the titles of Fine Art, Textile Design,
Graphic Communication, Three-dimensional Design and Photography.
We have taken the decision not to offer a Critical and Contextual Studies title
in our redeveloped AS and A level qualifications. This is in response to our
work with academics from UK universities who are keen for critical and
contextual studies to be integrated within every title so that all students
develop the critical thinking skills that are essential for progression in the
subject.
We have also given critical and contextual understanding greater emphasis in
all other titles by making discrete marks available for students’ personal
studies.
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Here is a summary of the AS course.
The new AS qualification comprises two equally-weighted components – a
personal investigation and an externally set assignment.
Component 1: Personal Investigation
Students are required to produce a personal investigation based on personal
starting points, devised by you in consultation with your students.
Their personal investigation should include both supporting studies and
personal outcome(s).
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment
The externally set assignment (ESA) paper, which contains a broad-based
theme with supporting visual and written stimuli will be released each year
on 1 January. The ESA paper can be given to students any time after its
release date.
Students will be required to respond to one externally-set, broad-based
thematic starting point to encourage independence in developing ideas,
intentions and outcome(s).
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Students are expected to produce and submit both preparatory studies and personal
outcome(s).
You are free to devise a suitable preparatory study period – it can begin any time
after 1 January and should conclude before the commencement of the sustained
focus period. Students use this time to produce their preparatory studies.
The sustained focus period for the new AS qualification is 10 hours and students must
use this time to create their final personal response(s) to the theme, with reference
to their preparatory studies. The 10-hour period of sustained focus under
examination conditions may take place over multiple sessions (a maximum of four,
within three consecutive weeks).
Both components are assessed using the same four Assessment Objectives and there
are 72 marks available for each component.
The AS qualification is not getting harder – the standard of achievement for the new
AS qualification will be on a par with the standard of achievement for the legacy AS
qualification.
Remember that the AS course is a qualification in its own right and completely
separate from the A level. This means that marks a student achieves at AS will not
contribute towards the student’s A level mark and grade.
Students may submit work they have completed and had assessed as part of their AS
course as part of their A level Personal Investigation submission. However, it is
important to bear in mind that:
1. The A level standard is higher than the AS standard, so the performance expected
of students at A level is different to the performance expected of students at AS.
2. Any AS work that forms part of an A level submission will be assessed at the A
level standard.
We are creating a bank of AS and A level exemplar materials to exemplify the
different AS and A level standards.
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Here is a summary of the A level course.
The new A level qualification comprises two components – a personal
investigation worth 60% of the qualification and an externally set assignment
worth 40% of the qualification.
These weightings are the same as the weightings for Unit 3 and Unit 4 in the
legacy specification, but remember that the new A level comprises just these
two components. AS components have no impact on the A level mark or
grade.
Component 1: Personal Investigation
Students are required to:
•

generate practical work, ideas and research from sources; and

•

explore media and processes, develop and refine ideas, and present
outcome(s)

Students will work from personal starting points, devised by you in
consultation with your students.
The personal investigation comprises two parts:
Part 1: practical work
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Students’ practical work should include both supporting studies and personal
outcome(s). The supporting studies submitted for assessment should show the
investigation and development done for both part 1: practical work and part 2:
personal study.
Part 2: personal study
The personal study is a separate piece of continuous prose that explores subject(s)
linked to students’ practical work. It should be a separate outcome and must not be
integrated into the sketchbook.
The personal study should be a minimum of 1000 words, and we recommend 3000
words as a guide upper limit (though note that students won’t be penalised if their
personal study exceeds 3000 words). Do be aware, though, that failure to meet the
minimum word count may restrict students’ ability to develop the required depth and
breadth to access the full mark range.
The personal study will be like the written piece students are currently required to
produce in Unit 3.
There is more information about the personal study in our Personal Study Support
document, available here:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Art%20and%20Desig
n/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCE-Art-personal-study-support.pdf
There are 72 marks available for the practical work and 18 marks available for the
personal study so Component 1: Personal Investigation is marked out of 90 marks in
total.
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment
The externally set assignment (ESA) paper will be released each year on 1 February.
The ESA paper can be given to students any time after its release date. Unfortunately
we are no longer able to release the ESA paper to teachers ahead of the release date
to students. This change applies to all awarding organisations. However, you do not
have to give the paper to your students as soon as it is released – you could choose
to release it to them slightly later to give yourself time to prepare the theme. We
have, however, worked hard to make the ESA paper accessible to all students, so we
hope that you will need less time to prepare the theme.
Students will be required to respond to one externally-set, broad-based thematic
starting point to encourage independence in developing ideas, intentions and
outcome(s).
Students are expected to produce and submit both preparatory studies and personal
outcome(s).
You are free to devise a suitable preparatory study period – it can begin any time
after 1 February and should conclude before the commencement of the sustained
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focus period. Students use this time to produce their preparatory studies.
The sustained focus period for the new A level qualifications is 15 hours and students
must use this time to create their final personal response(s) to the theme, with
reference to their preparatory studies. The 15-hour period of sustained focus under
examination conditions may take place over multiple sessions (a maximum of five,
within three consecutive weeks).
There are 72 marks available for Component 2: Externally Set Assignment.
The A level qualification is not getting harder – the standard of achievement for the
new A level qualification will be on a par with the standard of achievement for the
legacy A level qualification.
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The Externally Set Assignment (ESA) paper is generally seen as a strength of
our legacy qualifications, so we have retained the aspects teachers told us
they liked, including the broad theme and starting points for each title.
However, we wanted to use this redevelopment as an opportunity to
implement some small improvements.
Colour images We have added colour images to the paper to break up the
text, to provide visual stimuli and to make the paper more visually engaging.
Starting points linked with colour images Starting points and colour
images are linked to help students generate ideas in response to the theme.
Additional website and artist references provided as URLs in the
digital paper We will continue to provide additional website and artists
references for students to explore – in the digital version of the paper, these
will be provided as hyperlinks so that they are just a click away.
You can download our AS and A level sample assessment materials from our
website to see what these changes look like.

AS sample assessment materials:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Art%20and%
20Design/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-
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materials/Art%20and%20Design%20AS%20Collated%20SAM_WEB_9781446914441.
pdf
A level sample assessment materials:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Art%20and%20Desig
n/2015/specification-and-sample-assessmentmaterials/Art%20and%20Design%20A%20Collated%20SAM_WEB_%2097814469144
03.pdf
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We have taken the opportunity of qualification reform to design new
assessment grids.
One assessment grid for marking all practical work at AS and A level
For the new AS and A level qualifications, there is a single assessment grid
for marking all practical work and written annotation at both AS and A level.
With six levels of performance rather than four, the new assessment grid will
allow you to differentiate the full ability range at both AS and A level. The six
levels of performance are:
•

Limited

•

Basic

•

Emerging competent

•

Competent and consistent

•

Confident and assured

•

Exceptional

We want to take this opportunity to ‘reset the dials’ when it comes to
assessment and we would encourage you to make full use of the whole grid
and range of marks available. We will be running free teacher marking
training events to help you understand the standards of the new
qualifications and how to apply the assessment grids to student work. These
events will be advertised on our training website in due course:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk.html
A separate assessment grid which allows you to give credit for the
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personal study at A level
There is a now a separate assessment grid (and 18 marks) for assessing the A level
personal study. This means you can give discrete marks for the A level written work,
rewarding those students who have produced a sustained piece of critical and
contextual analysis, showing an awareness of intention and context, which links to
their own practical work.
A consistent taxonomy applied throughout both assessment grids
We have developed and applied a consistent taxonomy to both assessment grids to
help you understand better which level of performance student work falls in to.
Narrower mark bands
We have increased the number of levels of performance (mark bands) but we have
also reduced the number of marks within each band. Teachers told us it was
sometimes difficult knowing where to place student work in the current 5-mark
bands, so we have narrowed the mark bands to just 3 marks: once you have
identified which mark band a student’s work belongs in, you simply have to decide
whether they sit at the bottom, in the middle or at the top of the mark band.
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We’re now going to look at possible ways of structuring your AS and A level
courses, including how you could co-deliver the two courses in Year 12 if
desired.
The first years of delivering any qualification are evolutionary so the
suggestions and guideline offered on the next slide are just that. Each centre
will have its own demands and facilities, and your course design will need to
embrace these.
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The decoupling of AS and A level gives you much greater flexibility when
deciding how to deliver your AS and A level courses.
AS
The new AS is a 180 guided learning hour course of study. Most centres
deliver the AS in one year, but it can be delivered over two (or more) years
depending on your learners.
The top row of the table shows how you might consider delivering the AS
course over one year:
•

When students begin the course in September, they would begin working
on their Personal Investigation. If you run foundation or skills workshops
at the beginning of Year 12, we would encourage you to continue to do so
but in such a way as work students produce during these workshops can
contribute to their Personal Investigation.

•

Once the ESA paper has been released on 1 January, students begin work
on their preparatory studies and continue working on them up until the
commencement of the sustained focus period, in which they produce their
personal outcome(s) with reference to their preparatory studies.

•

Once the period of sustained focus has concluded, you might consider
giving students time to revisit their Personal Investigation work.

Remember that all work must be marked and all marks submitted before
your moderator visits you.
You also have the option of delivering the AS course over two years, which
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could work well for students who are taking AS Art and Design as their ‘fourth’
subject. You would just need to make sure that students are responding to the
correct ESA paper, i.e. the one released in the year in which they are entered for AS
Art and Design.
A level
The new A level is intended to be a 360 guided learning hour course of study. We
expect the majority of centres to deliver the A level in two years, but it can be
delivered in one year, depending on the experience of your learners.
There are several ways in which you can deliver the A level course. The table above
gives just three options, and we explain each of them below.
A level option 1
In this two-year course, the first year of the course is based on the one-year AS
course structure, allowing easy co-deliverability:
•

When students begin the course in September, they would begin working on their
Personal Investigation.

•

When the AS ESA paper is released in January, you could choose to use it either as
a Personal Investigation task or as a mock ESA exam.

•

In their second year, students continue working on their Personal Investigation.

•

Once the ESA paper has been released on 1 February, students begin work on
their preparatory studies and continue working on them up until the
commencement of the sustained focus period, in which they produce their personal
outcome(s) with reference to their preparatory studies.

•

Once the period of sustained focus has concluded, you might consider giving
students time to revisit their Personal Investigation work.

A level option 2
This two-year course gives A level students a significant amount of freedom:
•

Students work on the Personal Investigation from the start of the course until the
release of the ESA paper on 1 February in their second year of study.

•

This course structure would give students a significant amount of time and
freedom to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills while producing a
significant body of work. However, it is important to bear in mind that the lack of
structure might be daunting for some students and could de-motivate others.

•

Once the ESA paper has been released on 1 February, students begin work on
their preparatory studies and continue working on them up until the
commencement of the sustained focus period, in which they produce their personal
outcome(s) with reference to their preparatory studies.

•

Once the period of sustained focus has concluded, you might consider giving
students time to revisit their Personal Investigation work.

A level option 3
This course allows for the option of students entering for the AS qualification at the
end of their first year of study, and then the A level qualification at the end of their
second year of study:
•

When students begin the course in September, they would begin working on their
AS Personal Investigation. If you run foundation or skills workshops at the
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beginning of Year 12, we would encourage you to continue to do so but in such a
way as work students produce during these workshops can contribute to their
Personal Investigation.
•

Once the ESA paper has been released on 1 January, students begin work on their
preparatory studies and continue working on them up until the commencement of
the sustained focus period, in which they produce their personal outcome(s) with
reference to their preparatory studies.

•

Once the period of sustained focus has concluded, you might consider giving
students time to revisit their Personal Investigation work.

•

In September of their second year, we would encourage students to begin working
on a new Personal Investigation for A level. Remember, though, that, if they wish
to, students can include AS work as part of their A level Personal Investigation. In
most cases, we would expect students to use AS work as a starting point. Most A
level students are unlikely to want to include work that they produced almost two
years ago.

•

Once the ESA paper has been released on 1 February, students begin work on
their preparatory studies and continue working on them up until the
commencement of the sustained focus period, in which they produce their personal
outcome(s) with reference to their preparatory studies.

•

Once the period of sustained focus has concluded, you might consider giving
students time to revisit their Personal Investigation work.

A level option 3 also highlights the increased flexibility these reformed qualifications
give students:
•

In the past, a student who performed poorly at AS was somewhat limited when it
came to A level performance, perhaps resulting in students deciding not to
continue with A2. Now that the AS and A level are standalone qualifications and AS
grades do not contribute to A level marks of grades, students with a poor AS
performance are not disadvantaged in any way if they decide to do A level.

•

Secondly, now that the two qualifications have been decoupled, if a student
decides to do an AS followed by an A level, they do not have to follow the same
title. For example, a student could take an AS in Art, Craft and Design and an A
level in Fine Art.

Each year the entry deadline is mid-February, and the ESA papers are released on 1
January and 1 February. So you and your students will have from September to
February in their first year to decide which qualifications students should enter for.
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Two of the most commonly asked questions refer to UCAS and
performance points. Here, we try to explain what these reforms mean
for each of them.
UCAS points
The AS is worth 40% as many UCAS points as the A level.
Both the new AS and A levels attract UCAS points. So, if a student enters for
an AS at the end of Year 12 and an A level at the end of Year 13, the student
will gain two lots of UCAS points.
Performance points (to contribute to the school’s performance table
report)
In May 2014, the Department for Education changed the discount code for
'Art and Design: Photography' qualifications. The discount code for Art and
Design Photography courses is KJ1 while the discount code for all other Art
and Design courses is JA2.
This means that Art and Design Photography courses do not discount against
other Art and Design qualification pathways in the performance tables which
are used for reporting achievement in schools at the end of Year 11, Year 12
and Year 13.
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At GCSE, AS or A level, if a student takes photography alongside another art and
design course, both qualifications will count towards the school's performance
table report.
If, however, a student takes two art and design courses with the same discount code
(for example, fine art and textiles), the student will get two qualifications but only the
highest mark contributes to the school's performance table report.
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Now that we have explained to you all of the key changes, think about the
impact these changes are likely to have on your AS course structure and
delivery.
To do this now, have a look at the AS implementation activity which
can be downloaded from the training materials.
This activity shows you two units of AS work. The work has been produced
for the legacy specification, but we would like you to think about whether
these units of work would satisfy the requirements of the new AS
qualification, in light of the information you have read so far.
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Now that we have explained to you all of the key changes, think about the
impact these changes are likely to have on your A level course structure and
delivery.
To do this now, have a look at the A level implementation activity
which can be downloaded from the training materials.
This activity shows you two units of A level work. The work has been
produced for the legacy specification, but we would like you to think about
whether these units of work would satisfy the requirements of the new A
level qualification, in light of the information you have read so far.
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You have already read about the changes we have made to the assessment
grids and why we have made them.
Marking a new qualification for the first time is always challenging but our
new assessment grids give a clean break from the legacy qualification and we
would encourage you to approach the new assessment grids without any preconceived ideas.
Now, let’s take a closer look at what these new assessment grids will mean in
practice.
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Before moving on, take some time to look at the new assessment
grids. You will find the AS assessment grid on pages 29–30 of the AS
specification
(http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Art%20and
%20Design/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/GCE-ASArt-and-Design-specification-Issue-2-March-2015.pdf) and the A level
assessment grids on pages 32–34 of the A level specification
(http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Art%20and
%20Design/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/GCE-Alevel-Art-and-Design-specification-Issue-2-March-2015.pdf).
We believe that having more mark bands (levels of performance) will allow
you to achieve better differentiation when marking student work. We are also
confident that reducing the number of marks within each mark band will
make it easier to place students accurately within each mark band.
We have also developed a separate grid for assessing students’ personal
studies in light of teacher feedback that it was sometimes difficult to know
where to credit students’ personal studies at A level when using the legacy
assessment grid.
When using the new assessment grids, it is absolutely vital to understand
that we want you to make full use of the grid, from limited right the way up
to exceptional, as appropriate to your students’ achievements.
We would like to reiterate that the standards of the two qualifications are not
changing:
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•

The AS qualification is not getting harder – the standard of achievement for the
new AS qualification will be on a par with the standard of achievement for the
legacy AS qualification.

•

The A level qualification is not getting harder – the standard of achievement for
the new A level qualification will be on a par with the standard of achievement for
the legacy A level qualification.

We expect you to make use of the whole assessment grid, which may mean that work
of a particular standard gets a lower mark for the new qualification than it would have
for the legacy qualification. However, this does not mean that work of a
particular standard would be awarded a lower grade.
Please note that grade boundaries for the new AS and A level are not set until first
awarding (2016 for AS and 2017 for A level). We would urge you not to try to predict
grade boundaries using formulas or notions about where the grade boundaries are
going to be placed. Accurate use of the new assessment grids nationally will result in
the cohort dictating the position of grade boundaries.
We will be running free teacher marking training events to help you understand the
standards of the new qualifications and how to apply the assessment grids to student
work. These events will be advertised on our training website in due course:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk.html
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Now that we have explained to you the changes to the assessment
grid, have a look at the AS marking activity which can be downloaded
from the training materials.
This activity shows you two units of AS work. The work has been produced
for the legacy specification, but we would like you to apply the new AS
assessment grid to it and arrive at levels for each unit, imagining that they
are Components 1 and 2 for the new AS qualification.
You can also download assessment grids completed by our senior examining
team to help you understand the standard better.
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Now that we have explained to you the changes to the assessment
grid, have a look at the A level marking activity which can be
downloaded from the training materials.
This activity shows you two units of A level work. The work has been
produced for the legacy specification, but we would like you to apply the new
A level assessment grids to it and arrive at levels for each unit, imagining
that they are Components 1 and 2 for the new A level qualification.
You can also download assessment grids completed by our senior examining
team to help you understand the standard better.
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We’ve already mentioned that we will be running free teacher marking
training events to help you understand the new qualification standards and
how to apply the new assessment grids to student work.
In addition, though, we are in the process of producing performance
calculators to help you apply the assessment grids. There will be three
performance calculators:
•

One for assessing AS practical work and written annotation

•

One for assessing A level practical work and written annotation

•

One for assessing A level personal study

Performance calculators will include step-by-step instructions on how to use
them, if you wish to do so.
For each level of performance (limited, basic, emerging competent,
competent and consistent, confident and assured, exceptional) we are
compiling a taxonomy of words and phrases describing visual characteristics
of work in the level, as well as a folder of marked exemplar work to show
visually what work in the level looks like. Taxonomies and links to visual
exemplars will be different on the AS and A level grids, which will help you
differentiate the two standards.
We hope that the performance calculators will help you to determine in which
level of performance to place a student on the assessment grids.
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You will continue to mark all work using the accredited assessment grids. The
performance calculators are a supplementary tool and you do not have to use them,
nor will your moderator expect to see completed performance calculators alongside
completed assessment grids.
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This slide shows what the performance calculators will look like.
As you can see, they follow the same format as the accredited assessment
grids, with Assessment Objectives down the left-hand side and levels of
performance along the top.
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Below each performance level, you will see a taxonomy of words and phrases
which indicate the typical visual characteristics of work produced at the level.
This taxonomy has been devised by a group of our senior examiners as they
have used the new assessment grids to mark real student work.
In addition, you can see a hyperlink to a bank of marked work so that you
can see, visually, work produced at the level typically looks like.
The space on the performance calculators is for you to note the
characteristics of the student work you are marking.
We are still working to finalise the performance calculators - they will be
uploaded to the Pearson website in the autumn.
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We have a wealth of support available to you, including a subject advisor
service, a dedicated subject page and an ask the expert service.
We also have a wide range of support materials available free on our website,
all of which can be accessed from this page:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-anddesign-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=PearsonUK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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We are developing performance calculators to facilitate accurate use of the
assessment grids. You will have seen more information on these earlier on in
this presentation.
We are also in the process of producing a wide range of marked visual
exemplars covering:
•

Both AS components

•

Both A level components, including the personal study in component 1

•

A number of titles

•

A range of student achievements

Exemplars will be accompanied by examiner commentaries to help you
understand how our senior examiners have applied the assessment grids and
why.
Finally, we will be running free teacher marking training events to help you
understand the standards of the new qualifications and how to apply the
assessment grids to student work. These events will be advertised on our
training website in due course:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk.html
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We have a number of documents available to help you plan your new AS and
A level courses, including:
Our Getting Started Guide will provide an overview of the new AS and A
level specifications to help you understand the changes to content and
assessment, and what these changes mean for you and your students.
Our editable course planner can be adapted to fit your timetabling and
staffing arrangements and Our editable schemes of work provide suggested
resources, activities and teaching points to support you as you plan to teach
the new course. You'll find both an AS level scheme of work and an A level
scheme of work.
Whether you’re thinking of staying with or switching to Pearson Edexcel for
the 2015 AS and A level Art and Design specifications, our specification
mapping documents are easy reference guides to help you identify key
comparisons and differences between the 2008 Edexcel, AQA, OCR and
Edexcel Applied GCE Art and Design specifications and the Pearson Edexcel
2015 specifications.
Our student guide includes essential information for students about the A
level course, including what the course involves, how they will be assessed
and possible progression routes.

There are also a number of teaching and learning documents available,
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including:
Documents giving possible themes and starting points for the Personal
Investigation components at AS and A level. These are not intended to be
prescriptive: the Personal Investigation is an internally set component, and students
should produce work based on personal starting points.
An ESA changes and approaches document, giving an overview of the format of
the Externally Set Assignment, as well as guidance on introducing the paper to
students.
A personal study support document giving guidance on the A level personal study,
including possible approaches and practical tips.
A question sheet containing 10 questions students can use to help them think
critically about their work at any stage during the development process.
You will find all this free support here:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-and-design2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-andlearning-materials
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This is the main AS and A level Art and Design qualification page.
All of the free support materials are available to download from the Art and
Design pages of our website. To find this page, go to Qualifications, A levels,
Art and Design (2015).
Choose the “Specification” tab to download copies of the specification and
sample assessment materials, summary information about the reforms and
introduction to the course. Scroll down to find contact information for our
subject advisor, Susan Young, and for the link to our subject page.
The “Course materials” tab is the place to access all the documents.
The “Teaching support” tab gives you a clear overview of all the support we
have available.
The “Training and events” tab provides a quick link to the training events we
have on offer.
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Susan Young is our subject advisor for A level Art and Design, and she is
your first point of contact if you have any questions.
We would encourage you to sign up for her email updates if you don’t already
receive them. Susan sends regular email updates, which include details of
training events, support materials, news and key dates and information. To
sign up for her email updates, send a blank email to
TeachingArtandDesign@pearson.com.
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If you have outstanding questions, please refer to the FAQs document in
the first instance or please get in touch with Susan and her team if you need
any further help or support.
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If you like what you see and you would like to know more, please
register your interest.
This will help us to keep you informed about future events and other support
available to you. Register your interest here:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/ito-art-2015.html
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