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Hello and welcome
We’ve listened to feedback from all parts of the Art education community,
including Higher Education, and used this opportunity of curriculum change to
redesign qualifications that support a wide range of student interests, learning
styles and aspirations for progression. We have retained the features you like
and made improvements to our assessment grids to help you apply them
more easily to student work.
This guide gives you an overview of our new qualifications and sets out the
ways in which you can co-teach AS and A level Art and Design from 2015,
as we know from our conversations with you that this is important.
Take a look through this guide to find out more about:

what the new AS and A level Art and Design specifications
look like – pages 3-5

approaches to teaching AS and A level Art and Design – pages 6-7
why you may want to continue teaching AS – pages 6-7
the comprehensive support we are planning for you to make sure that
you are in a position to provide your students with the very best opportunity
to succeed and get the results they deserve – page 8.

We look forward to meeting you at our launch events and answering any
questions you might have about our new specifications.

Jo Dilloway
Art and Design
Product Manager
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Our new Edexcel AS and A level
Art and Design
Retaining what you like – we’ve retained and built on the features you like,
including course flexibility and broad ESA themes with starting points grouped
by title.
 lexibility – our new qualifications are flexible and allow you to continue
F
to deliver the course in the way that best suits you, your centre and your
students’ interests.
N
 ewly-designed assessment grids – our new assessment grids will help
you to place students more accurately in each mark band. Features include:
a shared assessment grid for AS and A level, a separate assessment grid
which allows you to give credit for the personal study at A level, a consistent
taxonomy applied throughout both assessment grids, and narrower mark
bands.
More integrated contextual references – Higher Education was keen
to see more integrated contextual references in all titles so that every student
develops critical thinking skills. Our specifications already featured integral
contextual references in all titles, so we’ve built on this strength.
Progression – we have worked with a group of universities to ensure that
our new specifications develop the skills, knowledge and understanding
required for students who want to progress to foundation courses or
undergraduate degrees.

Susan Young
Art and Design
Subject Advisor
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Your at-a-glance guide to AS and A level Art and Design
A level
Component 1

Personal Investigation

(60%)

Part 1: practical work (72 marks)
• From personal starting points
• Students submit:
– supporting studies
– personal outcome(s)
Part 2: personal study (18 marks)
• Students submit a piece of continuous
prose of a minimum of 1000 words
Total marks available: 90

AS

Component 2

Externally Set Assignment

(40%)

• Externally-set, broad-based theme
released to teachers and students on
1 February.
• Sustained focus period of 15 hours of
controlled assessment in which students
create final response(s) to the theme.
• Students submit:
– preparatory studies
– personal outcome(s)
Total marks available: 72

Component 1

Personal Investigation

(50%)

• From personal starting points
• Students submit:
– supporting studies
– personal outcome(s)

Total marks available: 72

Component 2

Externally Set Assignment

(50%)

• Externally-set, broad-based theme
released to teachers and students on
1 January.
• Sustained focus period of 10 hours of
controlled assessment in which students
create final response(s) to the theme.
• Students submit:
– preparatory studies
– practical outcome(s)
Total marks available: 72

The content is the same for the AS and A level qualifications so even
though they are separate qualifications you can co-teach them.
• Component 1 incorporates two linked
elements: Part 1: practical work and
Part 2: personal study. The investigation
and development for both the practical
work and personal study will be shown
through supporting studies.
• Students will have opportunities to
generate practical work, ideas and
research from primary, secondary and
contextual sources. They will experiment
with media and processes, and develop
and refine their ideas, presenting their
outcomes.

• Component 2 represents the culmination
of the A level course.
• Delivery of this component should be
planned with appropriate guidance during
the preparatory period, encouraging
student independence in the development
of ideas, intentions and response(s).

AS and A level: key points

 S and A level have been ‘decoupled’, which means that AS marks or
A
grades do not count towards the full A level.
 tudents can still take AS exams at the end of Year 12 – but if they
S
go on to do a full A level course, they will have to create a completely new
Personal Investigation. This is because any work submitted for their AS
Personal Investigation cannot be submitted for A level.
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• Students will have opportunities to
generate practical work, ideas and
research from primary, secondary and
contextual sources. They will experiment
with media and processes, and develop
and refine their ideas, presenting their
outcomes.

• Component 2 represents the culmination
of the AS level course.
• Delivery of this component should be
planned with appropriate guidance during
the preparatory period, encouraging
student independence in the development
of ideas, intentions and response(s).

Assessment grids: key points
 erformance descriptors contain wording that reflects the Assessment
P
Objectives so that it is easier to identify where aspects of student work
should be credited.
 common assessment grid for AS and A level, giving scope to
A
differentiate the full ability range in both qualifications.
 ark bands are narrower so students can be positioned as high,
M
middle or low within each band.
 separate assessment grid allows you to give credit for the personal
A
study at A level.
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Approaches to teaching AS and A level Art and Design
Separate AS and A level classes

Co-teaching AS and A level

The benefits of a separate, linear A level course include:

Co-teaching AS and A level provides flexibility for you and your
students. Centres co-teaching the AS will most likely deliver the Personal
Investigation to all students at the start of the first year. The options centres
choose for their A level students will depend on what works best for
staffing and timetabling solutions.

 ore flexibility in structuring the course and the opportunity to use the
m
AS ESA as you see fit
 reater opportunity for students to make links between different
g
elements of the course as they progress
more time for teaching and learning in the first year.
 unning separate classes requires students to decide earlier whether to follow
R
AS or A level, and potentially limits their options for switching later on.

September
2015
Separate
AS class
Separate
A level class

January
2016

Personal
ESA released
Investigation

June
2016

September
2016

February
2017

June
2017

Enter for AS
qualification

September
2015

January
2016

June
2016

AS

Personal
Investigation

ESA
released

Enter for AS
qualification

A level option 1

Personal
Investigation

Use AS ESA as a
Personal Investigation
task or mock ESA

A level option 2

Personal Investigation

ESA released

Enter for
A level
qualification

A level option 3

September
2016

February
2017

June
2017

Personal
Investigation

ESA
released

Enter for
A level
qualification

ESA
released

Enter for
A level
qualification

ESA
released

Enter for
A level
qualification

Personal Investigation

Personal
Investigation

ESA
released

Enter for AS
qualification

New
Personal
Investigation

Why offer AS Art and Design?
We know that many of you will want to continue to offer AS Art and Design
alongside the full A level, despite the fact that it no longer contributes to the full
A level grade. You have told us that:
Breadth is important to students
– some students may wish to supplement
a three-A level programme of study with
an additional AS in Art and Design due to
their interest in the subject, even though
they might not want to take it further.
They may well know this at the outset of
their course.
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Some students will make the
decision later

– some students may wish to start on
four A level courses knowing they are
likely to ‘drop down’ to three full A levels
in their second year. They may wish to
postpone making this decision until they
have taken one or more AS qualifications
and seen the results.

AS gives focus to Year 12
and would allow you to track
student progress

– some students may decide from the
beginning of the course that they want
to take the full A level, but entering them
for the AS could provide a useful way of
tracking their progress at the end of the
first year of the course.

It also gives universities
visibility of a student’s
progress in a subject.

77

Supporting you

Plan and implement the new specifications
with your package of support.
Planning
Your Getting Started guide will provide an overview of the new AS and A level
specifications to help you get to grips with the changes to content and assessment,
and to help you understand what these changes mean for you and your students.
You will also receive a course planner and schemes of work that you can adapt
to suit your department, and mapping documents to highlight key differences
between the new and 2008 specifications.

Teaching and learning
To help you deliver the course, we’ll produce short guidance documents
on: starting points for Component 1 Personal Investigation, ESA changes and
approaches, using the new assessment grids, and the personal study.

Understanding the standard
We will produce a bank of visual exemplars, including AS level and A level
exemplars for both Component 1 Personal Investigation and Component 2 Externally
Set Assignment across a range of ability levels and for all titles. Some will include an
examiner commentary explaining how the assessment grids have been applied.

Support
Our subject advisor service, led by Susan Young, and online community will
ensure you receive help and guidance from us as well as sharing ideas and
information with each other. You can sign up to receive e-newsletters from Susan
Young to keep up-to-date with qualification updates, and product and service news.

Learn more at:

www.edexcel.com/2015artanddesign
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