






































































































Fengshui-Balance Within Art and Design



Introduction
Fengshui’ is an ancient rule about how to design the distribution of a structure using materials, light from outside to inside and inside to outside. ‘Feng’ means vitality, energy 

and magnetic field. ‘Shui’ means circulation and variation. All setup of ‘Fengshui’ are finding the best design of buildings which can make occupants feel comfortable to live in

On a personal level I have come to realise that Fengshui has always been present in my life. I was born in China which is considered to be the headstream of Fengshui. I was 

taught a few facts about Fengshui from my parents. Some people think that Fengshui is an ancient and superstitious rules, but my parents told me that Fengshui rules had 

already passed the verification of time and they are the best way to explore beauty in architecture.

Architecture uses scientific methods to expressed the aesthetics of Fengshui. I have come to realise that Eastern design has an increasing influence on western architectural 

design. Many modern buildings have Eastern characteristics and I find this really interesting.

The need for balance in all areas of art and design especially within composition is how all the different disciplines are drawn together. For example, when an artists responds to 

a building the use of angle, colour and light is essential to communicate the qualities of a building. These areas enthral me and I want to research into them throughout this 

project. 

When you photograph a building it allows you to see its architectural qualities more clearly. A photograph allows you to see its design, its materials, how it changes and how it 

responds to the environment that it is in. I am going to look at the beauty and characteristics of ancient and contemporary buildings. The development of architecture in the world 

is rapidly changing the sky line. Due to industry a lot ancient architecture has been destroyed. For example, in England old buildings are now protected but in China where I live 

and come from it has taken some time for the government to start valuing old buildings. In my opinion, these ancient structures are a significant symbol of tradition and culture. A 

photograph can record structures before they disappear and can document the social changes in cities and towns.

I would like look at a range of photographers who use the town, city, the street and architecture as their inspiration. I would like to investigate how they use angles, perspectives, 

light and shadow to express their vision and relationship with the subject matter. Irene Kung is one artist that has really excited me who is a famous architectural photographer 

and good at taking the most famous buildings all around the world. Irene removes the background of cities and filters them strictly in order to keep structural and spatial features. 

She makes these city architectures which we always can see full of surrealistic idiosyncrasy. This is interesting because it illustrates how a photographer can create a unique 

view of a particular place. 

I want to explore the changing diversity of buildings in town, countryside and cities. To look at how buildings can represent cultural diversity and the changing social mix of 

people in an area. I am very interested in how streets are formed in towns and cities. Some are very predictable and some are very exciting due to diverse architecture. I am 

aware that light and lines are really important in a design of a building and it is interesting that light and composition is equally important in photography. 

I am going to start my project by taking photographs in a variety of places. Then I will decide which artist I will study first. I will have a look at Irene Kung, Stephen Shore, Julius 

Shulman, Frank Lloyd Wright, Jegeor La Ruche and other several photographers. Although I am still unsure which photographer will be my focus, I am inspired by Irene Kung. 

She captures the architectural buildings in a unique way that make you feel that they are almost dream like. Her use of light and line to increase his photographs’ quality and her 

good technique of using the tools in Photoshop produce a range of exiting work. 

Architecture is the area which I want to explore by visiting some urbanisation cities that have a diversity of architectural design and linear quality. I will also travel to several rural 

town or countryside to take some photographs yo consider how buildings transform the landscape. 











Stephen Shore, is an American photographer, who is good at utilising colour in Art Photography to describe an era in United States. After looking at 

a wide variety of his work, I chose this photograph to evaluate. As we can see in this photograph, its composition, tone, angle, comparison, linear 

quality and light are used to good effect in whole photograph.

Stephen Shore prefers to take photographs about streets and buildings in 20th century and I think this is one of his best example of street 

photograph. Because I am trying to find a way to explore architecture in my theme and I need to decide which objects or scenes do I need to 

explore in the future, I selected this photograph to evaluate which has both on street architecture in one photograph. 

This photograph has a wonderful linear quality to it. We can see almost 85% of this photograph’s structure is constitute by straight lines. Stephen 

Shore used the straight lines of street lamps, stairs, structure of houses, and wires to show his prospectives in style of architecture and streets at 

that time. The forage modern building has a architecture glass surface which are infrequent in 1970s. However, Stephen Shore combine with the 

banal houses and the modern buildings together to format an unpredictable comparison and this is similar to one of my concepts which I wrote in 

the introduction that I want to explore furthermore.

The control of light in this photograph also taught me more techniques about how to apply the effect of light and the importance of light. In this 

photograph, the distribution of light and shadow on the houses, streets and buildings is suitable which can exhibit surfaces clearly. The shadow and 

light in this photograph creates a wonderful tone because the most important element of tone in an photograph is the ability to control the light. After 

analysing this part, I understand how Shore utilises colour so well. 

In my opinion, I think Stephen Shore divide his photograph into 3 parts by the street lamps which describe several different objects and he focused 

on the big advertising. As far as I can see, Stephen Shore.That is why he can take such a banal scene pretty interesting. 

This photograph gives me lots of inspiration about the application of linear quality and control of light in my photo shoots, it also helps me to decide 

that I will continue to explore the different styles in architecture. I also realised that I need to have a prospective in angle. Therefore, my next contact 

sheet will be focused on only one building with lots of angle and I will find a wonderful example of an architecture to take photographs and explore it. 

Also shwos the need for balancing within the composition.

Stephen Shore Artist Evaluation







Irene Kung is an architectural photographer who is good at taking the most famous buildings all around the world. These buildings were endowed with very unusual dimensions 
under her shot from Roma, Milan, New York, London, Beijing to Shanghai. Irene removes the background of cities and filters them strictly in order to keep structural and spatial 
features. She makes these city architectures which we always can see full of surrealistic idiosyncrasy. She also pull these monuments out as a tourist attractions and gives back the 
cultural dignity. I want to evaluate one of her photographs which was taken from The Forbidden City(China Imperial Palace). In this photograph, I think she applies the rules of 
‘Fengshui’ perfectly. 

‘Fengshui’ is an ancient rule about how to design the distribution of a structure using materials, light from outside to inside and inside to outside. ‘Feng’ means vitality, energy and 
magnetic field. ‘Shui’ means circulation and variation. All setup of ‘Fengshui’ are finding the best design of buildings which can make occupants feel comfortable to live in. Therefore I 
think it is the best way to show how ‘Fengshui’ rules affect architectural photographs’ quality is take photographs through different and sophisticated angle. As we can see in this 
photograph, it has sophisticated angle, composition, light and materials.

The common angle of taking this famous palace is what tourists will take. For example, these tourists will just take the front of a monument but they forget to take this building in 
different views. However, Irene takes her image from the moat looking across the palace. The composition in this photograph also can indicate how ‘Fengshui’ rules work. As we can 
see of this palace, the surface is symmetrical. In the rules of ‘Fengshui’, structures are better to be designed symmetrical in order to show how tidy, reserved and steady. Because 
Chinese ancients prefer regular things which can show how traditional they are, this feature was written in ‘Fengshui’ in order to make occupants feel comfortable to live. The 
perspective in this photograph indicate the symmetry of buildings clearly in order to show ‘Fengshui’ can create special eastern aesthetics. The photographers’ skill is capturing the 
rhythms of the whole building. As we can see, the use of golden section of this photograph improves the balance. The Golden Section can stipulate and improve the aesthetics 
scientifically in a photograph. Therefore I think Irene applies the skills of composition and angles perfectly.

As we can see in this photograph, Kung uses the light distinctively. In other architectural photographs, they need to use influences of environments around the monuments in order 
to have a clearly comparison which is good at indicating the architectural aesthetics. However, Kung does not use this method to take photograph and filters the photograph carefully 
in order to be different with what we always can see in normal life. In her photographs, the buildings’ structural and spatial features are only exist in order to make us think we are 
watching at a city of dream which is full of surrealistic idiosyncrasy. I think she uses this method to keep the cultural dignity of these buildings by taking architectural photographs in 
dream. This is also fit to the ‘Fengshui’ because it is going after all things are create by nature and ‘Fengshui’ was indicated that the best buildings are a part of nature. ‘Fengshui’ said 
that the nature is our god and we need to appreciate it. Kung uses this method to show how light can be affected an architectural photograph.

Most of materials of this building are stones and wood. The misty weather works perfectly with the stone. We also can see the moat in this photograph which can indicate how 
‘Fengshui’ affect architectural photographs. ‘Shui’ means circulation and variation and the water is the best way to express. The moat makes this photograph full of aesthetics in order 
to find the best magnetic field and make occupants feel comfortable to live.

Balance can be created in many ways. A combination of Eastern and Western ideas seem to complement each other. The camera unlike architectural drawings can capture the light 
and changing environment. 

Irene Kung Artist Evaluation



























Jegeor is well know for his architectural photography. He uses sophisticated perspective and shadow to create striking images of modern architectural structures. I am particularly interested in 

his use of perspective and the type of the structures his chooses because they are all about the Fengshui. I think he is particularly skilled at showing how modern architecture uses materials 

and light to create balance. 

He uses Black and White and this makes the perspective and linear aspect of the building more prominent. He took the photograph under a partially covered walk way by the street and the 

vanishing point makes you want to explore the end point. This makes it three dimensional and that is more exciting. Jegeor is good at taking architectural photographs which focus on objects 

and buildings that have symmetrical patterns and they give you a feel of optical illusion.

This links the principles of Fengshui as symmetry is one of its key principles. Renaissance architectures indicates the symmetrical importance in the western world. As we can see in the image 

that this building are clearly symmetrical. It demonstrates religious authority and gothic architecture style which is famous around the Roman Empire period. I think the Renaissance architecture 

wants to indicate the balance of authority. Therefore I think that the Renaissance architectures’s style is similar to the philosophy of Fengshui.

If you look at traditional Chinese architecture, it is clear symmetry is essential to control nature and create balance. Balance is also created as the walk way integrates the pattern of the existing 

landscape. There should always be a balance between light and dark, good and bad, and Ying and Yang.       

Jegeor’s photograph is as much about light as it is about the structure. The architect used huge framed areas to create interesting shadows that create patterns. The Fengshui principles of 

light and shadows have been used in this architectural design. A large part of Fengshui is talking about the affect to the environment by sunlight as this determine the feelings and mood of a

person’s viewing point. 

The sophisticated perspective shows the lines on the buildings walls all pass through the perspective point which is at the middle of the photograph. In Jegeor’s works, he is really good at 

increasing the feeling of spatial gradation by controlling the perspective points and the lines in photographs. From the Fengshui point of view, I think the reflection of two pieces of large glass 

curtain wall in this photograph violate the law of Fengshui badly. In the law of Fengshui said that two sides of mirrors can not be placed face to face. I think this kind of statement is reasonable 

because the sunlight will turn to be hard light in this area. Although the light is an important element in photographs, photographs‘ s light need to be controlled to the correct level which you want 

to express. As we can see in this photograph, I think Jegeor La Ruche violates the Fengshui in this photograph. However, he sophisticated controlled the skylight in order to have a nice 

reflection in this photograph. I also think that the glass curtain wall contains special materials which will decrease the reflection light. The angles used by Jegeor makes the Building look more 

exiting than they truly are. A square format makes for a bolder composition. The Golden Section in this photography was followed and used pretty well by Jegeor in order to have a sophisticated 

angle.  All in all, I think Jegeor La Ruche break the rules of Fengshui in order to indicate a new expressed way of an architectural photograph. In this photograph, the reflection of sky on these 

two glass curtain wall gives me a feeling of opens space which is the most important element of the modern architecture. As we can see in this photograph, the two buildings are also 

symmetrical. Jegeor uses the symmetrical way to take photographs which is also similar to the rules of Fengshui. The way he took symmetrical photographs create a new expression of modern 

architectures. Therefore I think Fengshui is related to the rules of composition. The Golden Triangle is the most important rules in composition. As we can see in this photograph, Jegeor makes it 

to be square format which gives a different sense of space. If we apply the Golden Triangle into this square format, these two buildings will be followed this rule.

I realise now that I need to focus more on architecture and how modern buildings juxtapose or balance within their environment. For a building to have balance it needs to work in its 

environment. There must be harmony in its use of materials. The photographer needs to explore this through controlling of light, angle and composition.

Jegeor La Ruche Artist Evaluation











After coming back from the National Theatre in London, I want to create a new building through this photograph. The photograph of the

National Theatre inspired me lot because of its sophisticated architecture. This building’s materials are mostly made of concrete which have a

different aesthetic to the surface and textures. I think it is the one of the best pieces of architecture that I have photographed which fits into

the rules of ‘Fengshui’. For this reason, I want to explore this image and design and create a new building through Photoshop that

communicates my ideals of what Fengshui is.

As we can see this building concrete gives it have a uniform tone. Although this can be seen as quite boring and simple, structures of it

create many beautiful and balanced forms. The structure is different from other common buildings because it has balconies on every floor

that are extended more and more as the building grows. I think this design gives this piece of architecture a sophisticated and special effect.

The balconies are made of concrete and create a flowing space from which every room can be circulated from. In the rules of ‘Fengshui’,

circulation is really important. For this reason, I think it is the best design I have seen relating to the rules of ‘Fengshui’. The textures of

concrete exist in the forms of straight lines. This is also the symbol of circulation that in turn help to give it an appealing aesthetic. I wanted to

use Photoshop to change this photograph and let it to turn into another form. I created a new background and then to pasted two of this

photographs on it. The reason why I wanted to make it to be symmetrical is because of the rules of ‘Fengshui’. As we known, all Chinese

traditional architecture is symmetrical and they all show the special eastern aesthetics. For this reason, I made this photograph to be

symmetrical. The Chinese traditional architectures are all made of the materials which are similar with concrete.

Concrete is a very intractable material, but it can be a beautiful material if it is used in the way its own nature intends it to be used. It is a sort

of sculpture that you can only do with reinforced concrete, but you need to work to a certain scale. It is not a cozy little material.

In this photograph, there is a sophisticated control of the composition. As we can see, its perspective is totally changed after changing its

form. It seems like a high building; which is different with the original shape. The angle of this photograph is also changed and it seems as if

the viewpoint is from quite high up. Overall it creates the balance I have been trying to achieve throughout my project. It demonstrates the

balance between east and west. Despite the harsh concrete the tones and shape work together to create harmony.

Evaluation













Julius Shulman (10th October,1910--15th July,2009) was an architectural photographer, and he was a pioneer of modern architecture photography, shooting the work of mid-
century modern architects such as Frank Lloyd Wright, Richard Neuchra, and Pierre Koenig. One of his best known photograph is “ case study #22 Los Angeles”,and the house is
also known as Stahl House which designed by Pierre Koenig. Pierre Koenig is one of my favourite architects who are the second generation of modernist architects, and this
residence is one of his best representative work. This photograph which I want to evaluate is one from Julius Shulman’s contact sheet from Stahl House. I am going to analyse this
photograph in several different part: linear quality, angle, composition, reflection, light, shadow and perspective. I feel that there are the most understanding qualities of both the
building and photography.

In this photograph, the linear quality of the building expresses the modernique. We can find lots of straight line structure in this photograph and I think straight lines are the
symbol of industrial modern residence. The straight lines are an integral part of the design of the building. The linear quality creates a beauty of orderliness. The intersections with
straight lines are not make a mess which can be a well designed and it is opposite to the curves form nature. This is very reflective of Chinese architecture. This is interesting
because the buildings’ form is full of verticals and horizontals but works in harmony with the landscape/nature of where it is based. This relationship is all about the balance
between nature and other forces. This would include ideals such of ‘Feng Shui’. I think Julius Shulman’s perceptibility of industrial linear quality is a kind of modern architectural
coordinate at that time.

In this photograph, a horizontal extension residence which is made of glass epoxy overhang a cliff, in order to pick out the overview of prosperous city which under the eaves
board. He used a series of this kind of photographs to set up a new fashion impression of “modern” with Pierre Koenig. He used this angle to help Pierre Koenig to express his nuts
for the industrial modern residences. I also think he wants to use this angle of novel architectural style to take a beauty from industrial modernism. From my view, I believe Julius
Shulman followed the Golden Ratio rule in this photograph which he focused on this residence. This is interesting because the Golden Section is all about the balance of nature
within a structure. Julius Shulman needs to use this to help show the balance of the building with nature. The relationship between light, glass, stone and water is key to the building
and Shulman’s skill as an artist allows him to understand that there aspects of the building must be equally represented in this photograph. In some ways he is responding to the
skills of the architect.

As we can see in this photograph, Julius Shulman uses the light in order to creates tones and that is why the reflection from the glass epoxy and the light and shadow create the
striking image. I think he used a slow shutter speed to take this photograph in order to exhibit the texture on the water and the reflection. The wave on the surface of the swimming
pool gives a special view of the water a different to the reflection. These textures combined with the shadow of the building again address ‘Feng Shui’. Although Julius Shulman
used black and white photographs, the tones form the city are more clearly divide it into different levels of black where to express the city in an ear of industrialisation. Orderly
factories, buildings, and apartments. It can have a strong contrast with this Stahl House.

I especially want to say that Julius Shulman use of perspective interests me. This photograph uses the foreshortening effect which he uses the characteristic of visual angle of
wide-angle lens is large.

Julius Shulman Artist Evaluation















Frank Lloyd Wright(8th June, 1867-9th April, 1959). Frank Lloyd Wright was an American architect, interior designer, writer and educator. I want to evaluate his building

called “Falling Water”. As it is well-known and one of the best example of organic architecture and it has been commended as “The Greatest American pieces Architecture in

History”. I am really interested in the way that he uses the relationship between light, glass, stone and water to create powerful architectural design.I want to evaluate this

photography of the “Falling Water House” in several layers which are the composition, light, tones, linear qualities, perspective and the use of “Feng Shui”.

As we can see, Frank Lloyd Wright balances the inside and outside space perfectly. The inside spaces extend freely and intersperse with each other. In general, he realised

his dream which is the “ House on the Mesa”. The main floor is almost an intact bullpen and the circulating open spaces are formed by spatial processing, also the

connecting with the ladder and pond. The front view of the house shows the ceiling and sill which is made of a large glass metal frame. In my opinion, the composition in this

photograph is as bold as the building because its balances the natural environment and the structure, and that is why it can be the most famous modern architecture in the

world. Lloyd Wright would undoubtedly had control over the photograph.

This tonal range in this photography is core to its interest in this photograph. I think orientation of architecture determines the quality because Frank Lloyd Wright followed

the Chinese traditional law “Southern Exposure” which is to build a house which connects to “Feng Shui”. In Chinese “Feng Shui”, it is a way to explore and test geography. It

was been investigated by Chinese thousand years ago and this custom has been passed on through generation of Chinese.. The “Unity of Heaven and man” is the highest

realm in “Feng Shui” which means that human blend in nature as a whole part because Chinese all live in forms of stem value and important. Frank Lloyd Wright combined

Eastern culture and philosophy with modern architecture and this design reflects these ideas. He chose a good direction which means this structure is facing south and has

mountains at the back. He combined Eastern and Western architecture style through a tiny detail to create pretty tones as an overview. For the photograph, the lamps have

been left on which is reminiscent of a Chinese lantern. Which are inside of the house also create tones. Write more about the outside light.

From the overview of “Falling Water House”, we also can the truck scale, balcony and scaffolding which are extend horizontally, along their own extension axial direction in

order to cross the valley and protruding outward. These horizontal thrust is combined together tightly by a weird spatial order. The reverse of convolution of the huge balcony

seems like the waterfall and flying stream drop suddenly on the rock. When I saw this photograph, I feel that this architecture was grown form the ground naturally, but it is

more like hovering on the ground. This is the magic of linear quality which can give us a different view in an architectural photograph.

In general, I think this photograph has lots of points that I can learn and experiment in my photo shoots. This photograph also let me understand more about how to 

combine different style and culture in an architectural photograph.

Frank Lloyd Wright Artist Evaluation



Interim
Inspirational architecture includes both thoughtful engineering, inventive use of technology and and a sophisticated use of form. The landscape and cityscape have a strong affect on a building,

so the architect needs to consider how their building will enhance or contrast with its environment. In my opinion, architectural photographers are skilled in capturing and communicating the

deep implications and beauty of architectural design. Architectural photographers can enhance the understanding of architectural design through light, reflection and composition. The better the

design and the more exciting the use of materials the more interesting the photograph becomes.

‘Fengshui’ is an ancient way and principle to choose the location of palaces, villages and graveyard. It has been practiced for 1500 years in China. It is related to Chinese philosophy of life, 

such as from birth to death, from poor to rich at every stage are lives are in balance with the natural world. When you want to build a house the use of ‘Fengshui’ is by tradition a very important 

aspect. This need to includes the street outside, drainage system, place of door, windows ,light, and use of materials. Ideally, the architecture needs to be surrounded by the natural environment. 

The use of water is also very important because “Fengshui” includes a Chinese philosophy which is ‘Ying and Yang’, how seemingly opposite or contrary forces may actually be complementary, 

interconnected, and interdependent in the natural world. For example, how water contrasts with stone. Although ‘Fengshui’ and ‘Ying and Yang’ sound like a set of superstitions, its theory has 

enough scientific basis to support it. It is the quintessence of Chinese ancient wisdom and it is increasingly used in western architecture. 

Therefore I came to the realization that ‘Fengshui’ is an essential aspect of architectural design which can have a sophisticated combinations within architecture. I did some research into 

architects that are interested in blending Chinese elements into modern architecture.Frank Lloyd Wright, in my opinion, uses the application of ‘Fengshui’ to produce striking architecture design. 

It is the job of the architectural photographer to express the intent of the architect. In my own work , I want to show how ‘Fengshui’ relates to architecture and landscape. 

In my first three evaluations, I evaluated three different artists. Firstly, I evaluated Stephen Shore’s work first for understanding how the light and linear quality affects buildings in a photograph, 

but his work is more about the street and I found I was more interested in the use of materials. Then I evaluated Julius Shulman’s work in order to focus on materials in architecture and watch 

and study how Julius Shulman developed architectural photographs by paying more attention to the building’s materials in particular glass and concrete. At this point, I realized the connection 

between modern architectural design and ‘Fengshui’. I feel that Frank Lloyd Wright is the master of combining with modern and traditional philosophy to create buildings that via the strategic in 

the landscape. Culture features in his work through architectural design such as materials, light, reflection and composition and is why I decided to evaluated the photographs of ‘Falling Water’. 

He uses ‘Fengshui’ rules to show a modern house which is in the countryside as represents idyllic beauty. In this photograph of his design, the balance of the inside and outside is fully shown. 

In ‘Fengshui’ rules, an architecture need to have a perfect design for inside and outside space which need to have connections. I considered that the inside and outside ‘Fengshui’ of an 

architectural photograph is what I am going to focused on for my next step. I have seen some really superficial architectural photography and architectural design. In the world, we are 

surrounded by thoughtless use of design and I could explore further. Nevertheless, I want my photographs to be beautiful and balanced using the rules of ‘Fengshui’. As I am Chinese, I feel that 

enhancing my understanding of this philosophy as a personal connection to my work is an interesting challenge. I find it fascinating to observe the building of cities and towns on two sides of the 

world and I am finding that good modern architecture I becoming global. 

I am going to evaluate Jegeor La Ruche, Robert Cartwright and Lewis Balts because I think these three artist have extremely techniques on taking inside and outside buildings. They can 

balance between from, light and materials in natural golden section. I also want to evaluate how building balances with its surroundings and natural elements such as light and water. For me 
next photo shoot, I want to show inside and outside spaces of architecture through windows, doorways and more materials.

I want to find buildings that have all these qualities and photograph them in a way that describes the concepts explained in this interim.
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