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Introduction
This year’s exam questions were answered well in general. Most candidates coped well in
questions 2, 3 and 4. However, parts of question 5 were challenging.

Question 6 was on the whole well answered by most students. However, there were a
number of responses where candidates lacked the appropriate vocabulary. Students did not
know what the title meant from the start and found it difficult to keep up with the meaning.

Question 7 was not understood by some candidates. The title for the writing was 'smoking'
and many students read the title and wrote about smoking in general.

Question 2
The majority of candidates scored high marks for question 2 as they understood the text
and the question was fair and valid. Most students copied the last word in the passage with
the connector 'and' which could show that they are not up to the right level of grammar
and/or spelling.

Question 3
Most candidates performed well on this question, scoring 3-5 marks. Some candidates are
still putting 2 vowels on the letter. There is also some evidence of lack of knowledge of basic
grammar, for example putting a Sukoon on the first letter.
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Question 4
Most candidates responded well to this question.
The majority of candidates responded well, choosing the right words.
Most students completed the last two gaps correctly.

Examiner Comments

Clear answers, achieving full marks. This
reﬂects a good understanding of the text.

Examiner Tip

Always read the text, then read all the words in the box
before filling the gaps.
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Question 5
Some candidates found parts of the question challenging. It discriminated well.

Question 6
Question 6 was generally answered well by most students. However, there were a number
of responses where candidates lacked the appropriate vocabulary. Students did not know
what the title meant from the start and found it difficult to keep up with the meaning.
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent answer. Full transfer of meaning, uses appropriate
language and shows good knowledge of nuance and idiom.

Examiner Tip

Read all the text. Translate the full sentence, not word by
word. Do not forget to translate the title. Read your translation
at the end to check it makes sense.
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Question 7
Question 7 was not understood by some candidates. The title for the writing task was
'smoking'. Many students read the title and started writing about smoking in general.
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Examiner Comments

This is a very good answer. It covers all the
points and uses appropriate language. High
level of accuracy.

Examiner Tip

Read the question carefully. Make use of the stimulus.
Check that you have covered all of the points.
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Summary
There is an improvement in language quality despite the use of colloquial language by some
candidates.
Questions 5, 6 and 7 discriminated well.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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