
An introduction 
to Licensed 
Higher Nationals
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What is the Licensed 
Higher Nationals Offer? 
BTEC Higher Nationals are globally 
recognised higher education qualifications 
equivalent to the first and second years of 
an undergraduate degree. They support 
progression into employment or further study 
including completion of a degree.  

Licensed Higher Nationals allow Higher 
Education Institutions (HEIs) with Degree 
Awarding Powers (DAP) to offer Higher National 
qualifications under licence whilst retaining 
full control of delivery, assessment, quality, 
awarding and certification. 

Licence Types. 
Trademark Licence (TM) - enables HEIs to design, validate, 
deliver, and award their own Higher National qualifications. 
Higher National programmes delivered under the TM Licence 
must map to the core content of BTEC Higher National 
programmes. The aim of this design principle is to preserve 
recognition from employers and professional bodies. 

Intellectual Property (IP) – enables HEIs to use the new BTEC 
Higher Nationals (RQF) qualifications, including Higher Technical 
Qualifications (HTQs), in their entirety and offer them as their 
own validated awards. This protects the use of Pearson’s 
intellectual property in the awards and specifies that the content 
cannot be used for any other purpose. HEIs will be responsible 
for the validation, quality assurance, awarding and certification. 

Licence Scope
•	 Use “Higher Nationals” but not “BTEC” or “Pearson” 

•	 �Applies to Higher Nationals including Higher Technical 
Qualifications (HTQs) at Level 4 (HNC) and Level 5 (HND)
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https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/further-education/products-and-services/btec/btec-higher-nationals.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-higher-nationals/about/pearson-licence-agreement.html


Why choose Licensed 
Higher Nationals?
Licensed Higher Nationals allow HEIs to…  

	9 �Expand programme offerings and enhance student 
recruitment 

	9 �Promote wider participation, improve employment outcomes 
and support levelling up initiatives 

	9 Reduce development cost and gain efficiencies 

	9 Integrate Higher Nationals within degree programmes 

	9 Facilitate smooth progression to Level 6 degrees  

	9 �Maintain control over delivery, assessment, quality, awarding  
and certification  

	9 Enhance partnerships with local colleges 

	9 Address local learner and employer needs 

	9 Provide industry-recognised qualifications 

	9 �Offer qualifications as part of apprenticeships, since Higher 
Nationals meet both occupational and professional standards

	9 Enhances access to higher education 

	9 Boosts job prospects for graduates 

	9 Eases financial pressure on students

Impact 

•	 Over 170,000 students have enrolled since its inception 

•	 Over 30 HEIs offer Licensed Higher Nationals

•	 �Licensed Higher Nationals have grown by 23% over the  
past five years

•	 �Since 2019, our HND under TM Licence has increased by 
83%, making it the most popular choice among our partners
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My Higher National not only equipped me with the knowledge needed to 
excel in my role but also helped me secure exciting career opportunities! 
After working as a Site and Section Engineer in the UK, I have temporarily 
relocated to Canada, where I now work as a Project Engineer on civil 
infrastructure projects in Ontario. 
–  Former HND in Civil Engineering Student at Liverpool John Moore’s University 

“ “
Success Stories

My Higher National studies offered valuable insights into real-world 
scenarios I have encountered on-site and served as the steppingstone to 
completing my degree. I am now working as a Senior Engineer, and I will 
soon be relocating to Paris to take on a role as a Technical Engineer. 
– Benjamin Lapinskas - HNC in Civil Engineering at Liverpool John Moore’s University 

“ “ 

Our partnership with Pearson is a further example of our innovative 
approach to higher education and making education accessible 
to all. In support of the Government’s levelling-up agenda and in 
preparation for the forthcoming Lifelong Loan Entitlement, these 
skills-based qualifications will give employers and our student 
community more options to access higher-level skills that directly 
transfer into the workplace and benefit the local economy. 
– Professor Edward Peck, Vice-Chancellor at Nottingham Trent University

“ “

▶ Read more success stories.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-higher-nationals/success-stories.html


How does it work?
Your journey with Licensed Higher Nationals

Application 
Submission

Make your Licensed 
Higher Nationals 
Centre Approval 

Application.

Approval Meeting
The Licensed Higher 

Nationals Team will arrange 
an approval meeting.

Programme Review
The Licensed Higher 

Nationals Team will review 
and confirm programme 

approvals. 

Customer Onboarding
You will get the opportunity 
to familiarise yourself with 

the registration and finance 
processes.

Registrations
Learner registrations 
must be made within  
4 weeks of enrolment. 

Annual Report
Submit data for the 
Annual Institutional 

Review Report 

Learner Outcomes
Record learner outcomes 

on Edexcel Online.

Quality Assurance 
HEI appoints their own 
External Examiners & 
applies their own QA 

processes.
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Licence Agreement 
Completed

Licence Agreement to be 
signed by both parties.

Application Review
The Licensed Higher 

Nationals Team will review 
your application. 

Programme Approval 
Application

Submit New Programme 
Approval Application with 

all evidence.



What’s next?
Want to find out more about Licensed Higher Nationals or HTQs? 
Visit the dedicated webpages linked below… 

•	 BTEC Higher Nationals 

•	 Licensed Higher Nationals 

•	 Licensed Higher Technical Qualifications 

•	 HN Flex under Licence

You can also contact us at licensehn@pearson.com 
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https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/further-education/products-and-services/btec/btec-higher-nationals.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-higher-nationals/about/pearson-licence-agreement.html
https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/further-education/campaigns/higher-technical-qualifications/licensed-higher-techical-qualifications.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-higher-nationals/about/pearson-licence-agreement/hn-flex-under-licence.html

