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Getting to know you

Poll 1 - what is your experience of teaching the new 

GCSE (9-1) in Design and Technology?

Shared chat - what are the key questions you 

hope will be answered in today’s training? 
Please post these in the chat window
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 Understand the assessment requirements of the 

new specification

 Explore the new types of questions within the 

papers

 Review student responses to questions and 

understand how to accurately apply the mark 

scheme

 Understand how we can support you

 Be able to ask questions and share good practice

Aims and Objectives
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Agenda

Getting to know each other

New assessment requirements for GCSE Design and Technology

Marking Section A - Core

Marking Section B - Material Specialisms

Common Issues

Q & A

Support available

Evaluation



Assessment 

Requirements of 

the New GCSE 

Specification
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Changes to the assessment 

requirements of the qualification

The key change to the assessment requirements of the qualification is that the examination 

is now worth 50% of the total mark, with the controlled assessment part also being 50%.

There are no longer specialist papers for Resistant Materials, Graphic Products, Electronic 

Products, or Textiles Technology. 

Candidates now will be assessed through a single examination that has a common core 

section of 40 marks, and a material specialism which is worth 60 marks.

Both sections of the paper must be completed during the examination.

The examination is 1 hour and 45 minutes in duration.
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Structure of the 

examination paper
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Structure of the examination -

component 1

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes

50% of the qualification

100 marks

The paper consists of two sections. Section A is assessed on the core content 

and Section B is assessed on the material specialism chosen.

1DT0/1A – Metals

1DT0/1B – Papers and boards

1DT0/1C – Polymers,

1DT0/1D – Systems

1DT0/1E – Textiles

1DT0/1F – Timbers
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Please complete Poll 2 to 

indicate which of the 

material specialisms that 

are being delivered in your 

centre
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Structure of the examination -

component 1

Section A: Core

This section is 40 marks and contains a mixture of different question styles, including open-

response, graphical, maths based questions and extended-open-response questions. 

There will be 10 marks of maths based questions in Section A.

Section B: Material Specialisms

This section is 60 marks and contains a mixture of different question styles, including open-

response, graphical, maths based questions and extended-open-response questions. 

There will be 5 marks of maths based questions in Section B.

Questions in both Sections of the examination paper will be related to contexts.

Candidates are allowed to use calculators in the examination and should be 

encouraged to take in a protractor, compass and a ruler. 
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The purpose of mocks 

marking training

10
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The reasons for mock marking 

training
When marking examinations it is important that there is consistency between how 

the mark scheme is applied by the Principle Examiner  and all other examiners 

who are marking.

Mocks marking training is intended to provide you with the knowledge of how 

Pearson's examiners interpret the mark schemes for a range of questions, 

including short open reponses, extended written responses and calculations.

This will give you guidance of how to interpret mark schemes for both sample 

assessment materials and also, in the future, past papers. In turn, you will then 

be able to provide your students with more accurate marks for their mock 

examinations and be able to use these more effectively to set targets and 

estimate grades.
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Section A

CORE

12



13

Sample Responses, and how 

the mark scheme is applied to 

them

1. Examples for the CORE SECTION have been taken from a range of scripts 

from candidates across a range of specialisms. 

2. We will look at examples of differnet types of question in Section A, examples 

of candidate responses to these questions, and how the mark scheme is 

applied to them.

3. For each type of question there will be one 'walk through' example and a 

second example that you will mark either individually or discuss.

.
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0 marks - strong is not 

a specific enough for 

any product 

1 mark - Bullet point 1 

0 marks - the answer 

is not describing a 

property

1 mark - Bullet point 4

Question 1(a) - 'Give' question
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Question 1(a) - exercise
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Question 1(b) - 2 mark 'explain'

1 mark - a disadvantage has been provided, but this does not 

have a linked justification.
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Question 1(b) exercise
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Question 2(a)(iii) - describe

.

1 mark for recognition of the 'sudden movement at the end'
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Question 2(a)(iii) exercise
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Question 2(b) - 'draw' question

2 marks.

Marks have been awarded for setting out and correct 

dimensions of the rebate.  
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Question 2(b) exercise
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Question 4(b) - 'calculate'

1 mark - correct ratio but final is not to two decimal places.
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Question 4(b) exercise
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Levels Descriptors - Question Q4c
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Question 4(c) - 'discuss'

2 marks - level 1 - bit of crossover and lack of clarity in thinking 

- some repetition.   Attempt to interrogate and deconstruct.  A 

lot of what the candidate is written lacks technical accuracy.  
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Question 

4(c)

exercise



Section B

MATERIAL 

SPECIALISMS
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6 marks

• Each of the three bullet points have been addressed and justified and 

explained 

• The approach is clear and well laid out using a combination of both graphical 

means and the written word.

1st 

Specification 

point

3rd 

Specification 

point
2nd 

Specification 

point

Question 5(a) - Timbers 
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Question 5(a) - exercise -

Polymers
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Question 6(b) - annotated 

sketch - Timbers

zero marks. The sketch lacks the detail that would be expected 

to be awarded marks. 
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Question 6(b) exercise -

Papers and board
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Question 8(a)(ii) - 3 mark 

'explain' - Polymers

2 marks 

1 for 'high impact 

strength' 

1 for 'hit there head'. 
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Question 8(a)(ii) exercise -

Systems
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Level Descriptors - Question 8c
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Question 8(c) - Evaluate -

Textiles

Level 2 Response - 6 marks
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Question 8(c) exercise -

Papers and board



Common Issues
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• Encourage candidates to make sure that answers are 

focussed and relevant to the context of the question or 

product.  Avoid generic terms. 

• Explain questions, both 2 and 3 mark type, must have 

linked responses to gain full marks.

• Maths based questions could be answered in a number 

of alternative ways - a correct answer should always 

gain full marks, however follow through rules should be 

applied for arithmetic errors.



Any questions not yet 

answered?
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Support

• Subject Advisor : 

• Evren Alibaba

• Email: 

teachingdesignandtechnology@pearson.com

• Telephone: +44 (0) 207 010 2166

• Twitter: @PearsonTeachDT

• For more information, please contact subject advisors, subjects 

pages/communities and ask the expert.

• Click here to go to "Contact Us" Webpage
40

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/teachers/contact-us.html
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Examiners and Moderators

• Each year thousands of teachers mark exams 

and moderate coursework for Pearson.

• You could become part of the team for Design 

and Technology - watch out for job adverts on the 

Pearson website

• Go to: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/sup

port-for-you/teachers/work-with-us/roles.html



Thank You -

please complete your 

evaluation.


