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General Marking Guidance  
 
• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must mark 

the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 
• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised 
for omissions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to 
their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme 
should be used appropriately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 
matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to 
award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit 
according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 
principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be 
limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark 
scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced 
it with an alternative response. 
 

Although the assessment objectives are weighted separately, they 
are inter-related.  
 
AO1 requires informed insight and awareness of differing 
viewpoints, and AO2 requires knowledge and understanding of the 
specification content. 
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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Marking Guidance 
 
• The spelling, punctuation and grammar assessment criteria are common 

to GCSE English Literature, GCSE History, GCSE Geography and GCSE 
Religious Studies. 

 
• All candidates, whichever subject they are being assessed on, must 

receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark the first candidate in 
exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

 
• Spelling, punctuation and grammar marking criteria should be applied 

positively. Candidates must be rewarded for what they have 
demonstrated rather than penalised for errors. 

 
• Examiners should mark according to the marking criteria. All marks on 

the marking criteria should be used appropriately. 
 
• All the marks on the marking criteria are designed to be awarded. 

Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 
matches the marking criteria. 

 
• Examiners should be prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s 

response is not worthy of credit according to the marking criteria. 
 
• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the marking 

criteria to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 
 
• Crossed out work should be marked unless the candidate has replaced it 

with an alternative response. 
 
• Handwriting may make it difficult to see if spelling, punctuation and 

grammar are correct. Examiners must make every effort to assess 
spelling, punctuation and grammar fairly and if they genuinely cannot 
make an assessment, the team leader must be consulted. 

 
• Specialist terms do not always require the use of complex terminology 

but the vocabulary used should appropriate to the subject and the 
question. 

 
• Work by candidates with an amanuensis, scribe or typed script should be 

assessed for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
• Examiners are advised to consider the marking criteria in the following 

way: 
o How well does the response communicate the meaning? 
o What range of specialist terms is used? 
o How accurate is the spelling, punctuation and grammar? 
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Unit 9: Christianity 
 

Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct 
Answer 

Reject Mark 

1 (a) 
AO1 

• a feeling of pity 
that makes one  
want to help 
(the sufferer) 

 
• sorrow for the 

suffering of 
others with the 
urge to help. 
 

Any alternative 
wording of the 
above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

• pity for others 
• wanting to  

help  those who 
suffer 

• feeling 
sympathy   for 
others 

• helping others 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the 
above points is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

 
Answers which 
define a different 
key word. 
 

(0) 

2 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content  
  
Answers which  think humans need to be saved from 

sin are  likely to use such evidence as: 
• sin separates humans from God 
• humans are born with original sin 
• it means they will receive eternal life 

 
Answers which think humans do not  need to be saved from sin 
are likely to use such evidence as: 

• Jesus’ life has already brought salvation 
• there is no such thing as original sin 
• some people do not believe in “sin” 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
Award marks as follows: 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason    (e.g. humans  are born with original 
sin )                                                               

                                                                       1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (e.g. humans  are born with 

original sin  and this needs to be washed away through 
baptism.)                                                                      
                                                                  2 marks 

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this 
answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

1 (c) 
AO1 

The main ways include:  
•  praying to God  
•  being confirmed 
•  following the teaching of the Bible 
•  joining a religious community 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving  one way 
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to 
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing 
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, 
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of 
syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• giving two ways 
• or a developed way 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited 
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The 
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be 
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and 
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors 
are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically 
by: 

• using three ways 
• or a fully developed way 
• or one  way reasons with one developed 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style 
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate 
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective 
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 
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Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four ways 
• or two developed ways 
• or two ways with one fully developed 
• or three ways with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one way only 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and 
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary 
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing 
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very 
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent 
organisation and planning. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content  
 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• it helps Christians to understand the nature of God 
• the creeds state God is seen in three persons 
• at Jesus’ baptism  the Trinity was present 

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• Christians believe in one God not three 
• God is best described as Unity 
• the idea of the Trinity is confusing 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3  
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Question 1 
(a, b, c, d) 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

  0 
marks 

Errors severely hinder the meaning of the 
response or candidates do not spell, punctuate 
or use the rules of grammar within the context 
of the demands of the question. 

Threshold 
performance  
 

Level 
1 

1 mark Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with reasonable accuracy in the 
context of the demands of the question. Any 
errors do not hinder meaning in the response. 
Where required, they use a limited range of 
specialist terms appropriately.  

Intermediate 
performance  
 

Level 
2 

2-3 
marks 

Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with considerable accuracy and 
general control of meaning in the context of the 
demands of the question. Where required, they 
use a good range of specialist terms with 
facility.  

High 
performance  
 

Level 
3 

4 
marks 

Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with consistent accuracy and effective 
control of meaning in the context of the 
demands of the question. Where required, they 
use a wide range of specialist terms adeptly 
and with precision. 
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Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct 
Answer 

Reject Mark 

2 (a) 
AO1 

•  being sorry for 
wrong doing 
and deciding 
not to do it 
again 

 
 
Alternative wording 
of the above points 
is acceptable. 

(2) 

 
• being sorry 
• not doing 

wrong again 
• confessing sins 
• asking for 

forgiveness 
 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the 
above points is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

 
Answers which 
define a 
different key 
word 
 

(0) 

2 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content   
 
Answers which think Christians should believe in the Holy Spirit 
today 
 are likely to use such evidence as: 

•  belief in the Holy Spirit is a key teaching of the Church 
• the Holy Spirit is active in the world today 
• the Holy Spirit is referred to in the Bible 

 
Answers which do not think Christians should believe in the Holy 
Spirit today are likely to use such evidence as: 

• how can you believe in something you cannot see 
• if God does not exist neither does the Holy Spirit 
• there are too many bad things in the world today for 

someone to believe in the Holy Spirit 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason     (e.g.the Holy Spirit is referred to in the 
Bible)  

                                                                            1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons  
•  or one developed reason  (e.g. the Holy Spirit is 

referred to in the Bible for example at Pentecost when 
it descended upon the disciples.)                   2 marks                                                                                   

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this 
answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

2 (c) 
AO1 The main reasons include: 

• it shows that God is all powerful 
• it shows that there is a purpose behind the world 
• it shows that all life is sacred 
• it shows that humans are a particularly important  part 

of creation 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to 
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing 
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, 
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of 
syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited 
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The 
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be 
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and 
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors 
are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically 
by: 

• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style 
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate 
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective 
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 
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Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons with one fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and 
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary 
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing 
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very 
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent 
organisation and planning. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 (d) 
AO2 Indicative content  

 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Jesus said  “love your neighbour” 
• love of others will make the world a better place 
• those who show love of others will go to heaven 

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 

• Jesus said the most important commandment is to 
love God 

• it is through the love of God that people find the 
strength to love others 

• love of God is fundamental to the Christian faith 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 

or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3  
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Question 1 
(a, b, c, d) 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

  0 
marks 

Errors severely hinder the meaning of the 
response or candidates do not spell, punctuate 
or use the rules of grammar within the context 
of the demands of the question. 

Threshold 
performance  
 

Level 
1 

1 mark Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with reasonable accuracy in the 
context of the demands of the question. Any 
errors do not hinder meaning in the response. 
Where required, they use a limited range of 
specialist terms appropriately.  

Intermediate 
performance  
 

Level 
2 

2-3 
marks 

Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with considerable accuracy and 
general control of meaning in the context of the 
demands of the question. Where required, they 
use a good range of specialist terms with 
facility.  

High 
performance  
 

Level 
3 

4 
marks 

Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with consistent accuracy and effective 
control of meaning in the context of the 
demands of the question. Where required, they 
use a wide range of specialist terms adeptly 
and with precision. 
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Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct 
Answer 

Reject Mark 

3 (a) 
AO1 

 
• (the belief that) 

the Church is 
founded on the 
apostles (who 
were appointed 
by Jesus). 

• the Church  
following the 
teachings of 
the apostles 

• the authority of 
the apostles  
 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the 
above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

 
• the teaching of 

the apostles 
• the Church’s 

authority  
 
 
 

 
 

Any alternative 
wording of the 
above points is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

 
• apostles 

 
Answers which 
define a different 
key word. 
 

 
                  (0) 

2 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content  
 
 Answers which think the Bible should have authority for 
Christians today are likely to use such evidence as: 

• the Bible is the word of God 
• the teachings are relevant for Christians today 
• if people followed it the world would be a better 

place 
 

Answers which do not think the Bible should have authority 
for Christians today are likely to use such evidence as: 

• science has now provided many of the answers for 
people 

• the Bible does not deal with modern day moral issues 
• a person’s conscience is more important today 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of 
an answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (e.g.  the Bible does not deal with  
modern day moral issues)                     1 mark 

For a personal response with:  
• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (e.g. the Bible does not deal 

with modern day moral issues for example 
euthanasia.) 

               
                                                                         2 marks   
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed                  3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                                4 marks 

4 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this 
answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

3 (c) 
AO1 The main roles include: 

• as a centre for worship 
• as place where Christians can share their faith 
• as a social centre for the local area 
• as a witness to God in the local community 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving  one role 
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to 
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing 
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, 
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of 
syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• giving two roles 
• or a developed role 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited 
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The 
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be 
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and 
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors 
are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically 
by: 

• using three roles 
• or a fully developed role 
• or one role reasons with one developed 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style 
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate 
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective 
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 
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Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four roles 
• or two developed roles 
• or two roles with one fully developed 
• or three roles with one developed 
• or a comprehensive role  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and 
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary 
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing 
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very 
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent 
organisation and planning. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content   
 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• the Church keeps the true faith  
• the Church provides sacraments which leads to faith 

and salvation 
• Jesus founded the Church 

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 

• faith can be found through studying the Bible 
• the power of the Holy Spirit offers salvation 
• Jesus said you will be judged on how you treat others 

 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

 
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 

or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
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Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct 
Answer 

Reject Mark 

4 (a) 
AO1 

 
Any two of: 

• Methodists 
• Baptists 
• Salvation Army 
• Quakers 
• United 

Reformed 
• Pentecostal 
• Plymouth 

Brethren 
 
Oher examples are 
possible. If you are 
unsure of the validity 
of an answer, it must 
be sent for review. 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the 
above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

 
Any one example 

 
 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the 
above point is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a 
different key 
word. 
 

(0) 
 

2 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content   
 
Answers which think the clergy should be celibate are likely 
to use such evidence as: 

• Jesus was not married 
• it allows the clergy to be totally dedicated to 

God 
• it is the tradition of the Church 

 
Answers which do not think all clergy should be celibate are 
likely to use such evidence as: 

• married clergy are better at dealing with family 
issues 

• marriage is part of Christian life 
• St Peter was married 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of 
an answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (e.g.  it allows the clergy to be 
totally dedicated to God.) 

                                                              1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 

• or one developed reason  (e.g. it allows the clergy to be 
totally dedicated to God as they are not distracted by 
family matters.) 

                                                                          2 marks    
 
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed                  3 marks 
 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                4 marks 

4 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this 
answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

4 (c) 
AO1 The main reasons  include:   

• he is the successor to St Peter 
• he gives guidance on issues of belief 
• he has been chosen through the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
• he is the Head of the Catholic Church 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason for one belief 
• not explaining but only describing the two different beliefs 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to 
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing 
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, 
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of 
syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons for one belief 
• or a developed reason for one belief 
• or a brief reason for each of the beliefs 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited 
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The 
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be 
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and 
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors 
are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically 
by: 

• using two brief reasons for one  belief, and a brief reason 
for another belief 

• using a developed reason for one belief, and a brief reason 
for another belief 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style 
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate 
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective 
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 
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Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using  two brief reasons, or one developed reason for each 

of the two beliefs 
• using a developed reason for each of the two beliefs 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and 
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary 
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing 
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very 
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent 
organisation and planning. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content  
 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

•  the Bible just describes the history of God’s people 
•  the Bible was written by humans  
•  it is one of many religious books  

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 

•  some Christians believe it is the direct word of God 
•  some Christians believe it is inspired by the Holy Spirit 
• it contains the teachings of Jesus 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
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Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

5 (a) 
AO1 

 
• (the belief 

that) the bread 
and wine 
become the 
body and blood 
of Jesus 

• the bread and 
wine changing 
into the body 
and blood of 
Christ 

• Jesus is really 
present in the 
bread and wine 

 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the 
above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

 
• the Mass 
• transformation 
• the body and 

blood of Jesus 
• bread and wine 

represents 
Jesus’s body and 
blood 

 
 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the above 
point is acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a 
different key 
word. 
 

(0) 

2 

 
  

5RS09_01 
1406 

 



Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative  Content  
 
Answers which think Holy Week is important today are likely 
to use such evidence as: 

• it recalls the last week of Jesus life 
• Maundy Thursday remembers the Last Supper 
• it is the time of preparation for Easter 

 
Answers which do not think Holy Week is important today are 
likely to use such evidence as: 

• not as  many people celebrate Holy Week today 
• it is Easter that is really important 
• it is only important for Christians 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason  (e.g. Maundy Thursday remembers 
the Last Supper)                                            1 mark 

For a personal response with:  
• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason  (e.g. Maundy Thursday 

remembers the Last Supper and it reminds Christians 
of how the Eucharist started.)                       2 marks 

• For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                   3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  

5RS09_01 
1406 

 



Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this 
answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

5(c) 
AO1 The main reasons include:  

• Jesus was baptised as an adult 
• Jesus commanded his disciples to go and baptise 
• the immersion is a symbol of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
• it is a personal declaration of faith 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to 
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing 
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, 
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of 
syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited 
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The 
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be 
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and 
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors 
are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically 
by: 

• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style 
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate 
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective 
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons with one fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and 
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary 
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing 

5RS09_01 
1406 

 



extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very 
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent 
organisation and planning. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

5(d) 
AO2 Indicative content   

 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• people just think about such things as Easter 
Eggs 

• it is just a time for a holiday 
• people today  find it hard to believe in the 

resurrection 
 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 

• most Christians consider this to be the most important 
festival 

• it gives Christians hope that there is life after death 
• it shows that Jesus is still alive today 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason  
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
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Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct 
Answer 

Reject Mark 

6 (a) 
AO1 

 
• (the sacrament)  
when people 
confirm for 
themselves the 
promises (made 
for them) in infant 
baptism 

 
• when people 

confirm their 
baptismal 
promises 

 
 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the 
above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

 
•  a sacrament 
 
• any part of the 

confirmation 
ceremony e.g. 
Bishop laying 
on hands 
 

• becoming part 
of the Church 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the 
above point is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

 
 
Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content  
 
Answers which think the altar is the most important 

feature in a church are likely to include: 
• it  faces east as a reminder of where Jesus died 
• it  is where the Eucharist is celebrated 
• it has candles on it that represent Jesus as the light of 

the world 
 
Answers which do not think the altar is the most 

important feature in a church are likely to 
include: 

• not all Christians practise altar based worship 
• the baptistry is more important as this is the place 

where people are baptised into the Church 
• the stations of the cross are more important as they 

help people understand the meaning  of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (e.g. the baptistry is more important 
as this is the place where people are baptised into the 
Church)   

                                                                        1 mark 
For a personal response with:              

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason  ( e.g. the baptistry is more 

important as this is the place where people are 
baptised into the Church, once a person is baptised 
they are able to fully participate in the Church.)   

                                                                       2 marks   
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this 
answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

6 (c) 
AO1 The main reasons include:  

• it remembers the birth of Jesus 
• it remembers when God became man 
• it is a special time for families  
• it is a time to reflect on the meaning of love for others 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to 
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing 
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, 
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of 
syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited 
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The 
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be 
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and 
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors 
are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically 
by: 

• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style 
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate 
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective 
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 
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Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons with one fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and 
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary 
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing 
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very 
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent 
organisation and planning. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content  
 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• infant baptism welcomes the child into the Church 
• infant baptism cleanses a child of original sin 
• godparents will encourage the child to follow a 

Christian life from an early age 
 

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 
• Jesus was baptised as an adult 
• the person should understand the meaning of the 

sacrament 
• faith should be a matter of personal commitment 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of 
an answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or 
(ii) cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason  
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
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Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct 
Answer 

Reject Mark 

7 (a) 
AO1 

 
• the status of a 

priest, (bishop 
or deacon)  

• becoming a 
priest 

• ordination 
 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the 
above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

 
• a way of 

serving God  
• dedication to 

God 
• a sacrament  
• vocation 

 
 

Any alternative 
wording of the 
above points is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

 
Answers which 
define a different 
key word. 
 

(0) 

2 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

7 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content  

 
Answers which think the Ten Commandments are important as a 
guide for living today are likely to use such reasons as: 

• the commandments have come from God 
• the commandments are the basis of the Law  
• the commandment  not to murder is still 

important 
 
Answers which do not think the Ten Commandments are 
important as a guide to living  for people today are likely  to use 
such reasons as: 

•  the commandments  are difficult to apply  to situations 
today 

•  many people do not believe in God today  
•  Jesus gave more important teachings 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason     (e.g. The commandment  not 
to murder is still important.) 

                                                                1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• (e.g. The commandment not to murder is still 

important as Christians believe life is sacred.) 
                                                                 2 marks 
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed          3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                        4 marks 

4 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this 
answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

7 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons  include: 
 

• it shows that they are following what God has called them to do 
• it is a way of serving God 
• it is a way of showing their discipleship  
• it is a way of being a witness to  Christ 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to 
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing 
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, 
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of 
syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited 
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The 
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be 
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and 
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors 
are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically 
by: 

• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style 
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate 
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective 
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 
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Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or two reasons with one fully developed 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and 
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary 
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing 
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very 
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent 
organisation and planning. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

7 (d) 
AO2 Indicative content  

 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• it is the teaching of Jesus 
• Christians should not act to impress others  
• acts should be dedicated to God  

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 

• it might encourage others to give to charity 
• it might lead others to pray  
• it makes it acceptable to be a Christian 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
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Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct 
Answer 

Reject Mark 

8 (a) 
AO1 

 
• (voluntary) 

giving to those 
in need 

• helping people 
in need 

• an act of 
goodwill 

 
Any alternative 
wording of the 
above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

 
• kindness 
• giving money 
• examples of a 

charity 
• examples of 

charitable work  
 
 
 
 
Any alternative 
wording of the 
above point is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

 
Answers which 
define a different 
key word. 
 

(0) 

2 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content   
 
Answers which think becoming a priest is the best way to show 
vocation 
 are likely to use such reasons as: 

• they are copying the apostles 
• it is witness to others  
• it is a way of serving the Church  

 
 

Answers which do not think becoming a priest is the best way to 
show vocation are likely to use such reasons:  

• in the Catholic Church this is not open to women 
• vocation is best shown in daily life 
• vocation can be shown in all  types of work 

 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (e.g.  vocation is best shown in daily 
life) 

                                                                          1 mark 
For a personal response with:                                             

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (e.g. vocation is best shown 

in daily life for example how you put across the 
Christian point of view in discussions.)           2 marks                            

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                    3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                 4 marks 

4 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this 
answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

8 (c) 
AO1 

The main ways include: 
 

•  they do not become angry 
•  they love their enemies 
•  they turn the other cheek 
•  they do not look lustfully at others 
• they do not make oaths in God’s name 
• they do not remarry after divorce 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving  one way 
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to 
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing 
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, 
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of 
syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• giving two ways 
• or a developed way 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited 
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The 
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be 
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and 
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors 
are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically 
by: 

• using three ways 
• or a fully developed way 
• or wayreasons with one developed 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style 
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate 
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective 
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

  

5RS09_01 
1406 

 



Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four ways 
• or two developed ways 
• or two ways with one fully developed 
• or three ways with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one way only 

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and 
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary 
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing 
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very 
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent 
organisation and planning. 
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Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• it is a summary of the teaching given by Jesus 
• if all people followed the Golden Rule the world would 

be a better place 
• it is a universal rule   

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 

• the Bible gives many other teachings 
• people may have different ideas on how to be treated 
• the Church gives guidance for living a Christian life 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked 
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an 
answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a simple reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two simple reasons 

3 marks for 
• three simple reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
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