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General Marking Guidance  
 
 

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 
must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they 
mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 
rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than 
penalised for omissions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 
according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 
may lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if 
the answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also 
be prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is 
not worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide 
the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must 
be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 
replaced it with an alternative response. 

• Mark schemes will indicate within the table where, and which 
strands of QWC, are being assessed. The strands are as follows: 

 
i) ensure that text is legible and that spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are accurate so that meaning is clear 
 
ii) select and use a form and style of writing appropriate to 
purpose and to complex subject matter 
 
iii) organise information clearly and coherently, using specialist 
vocabulary when appropriate. 
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Unit 16: Mark’s Gospel 
 

1 (a) What are the commandments? 
Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

1 (a) 
AO1 

• The collection of 10 
laws given by God 

• God’s laws 
 
 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

• laws 
• orders 
• The ten 

commandments 
• The Decalogue 
• Rules 
• Any two or more 

commandments listed 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 
 
 
 

(0) 

2 
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1 (b) Do you think the disciples were failures? 

Give two reasons for your point of view. 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
 
Answers which think the disciples were failures are likely to use such 
reasons as: 

• Peter denied knowing Jesus 
• Judas betrayed Jesus 
• They all ran away and left Jesus at the time of his arrest 

 
Answers which do not think the disciples were failures are likely to use 
such reasons as: 

• They dropped everything and followed Jesus immediately when 
he called them 

• They went out preaching and healing 
• After Jesus left them they built up the Christian Church 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg  Peter denied knowing Jesus)                          
                                                                               1 mark 

 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg Peter denied knowing Jesus which 

showed a lack of faith and therefore he was a failure as a 
disciple)                                                              

2 marks 
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed                               3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                                             4 marks 

4 
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1 (c) Explain how the story of Peter’s denial of Jesus might help Christians today. 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

1 (c) 
AO1 

The main features include: 
• many Christians like to identify themselves with Peter and use him as a 

role model 
• Peter showed weakness which would help Christians 
• At the Resurrection, the women are told to tell the disciples and Peter 

which seems to suggest that Peter has been forgiven. 
•  Peter went on to be one of the great leaders of the early Christian 

Church. This would give great encouragement to Christians. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If you 
are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills needed 
to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely to be 
passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent syntactical 
and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English 
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate 
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there 
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are 
likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 
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1 (d) “It is too costly to be a disciple of Jesus today.” 

In your answer you should refer to Christianity. 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Jesus’ commands to leave everything to follow him would not work 
in today’s materialistic society. 

• Most people today are not prepared to lay down their life for their 
beliefs. 

• Caring for one’s family is more important than giving them up for 
Jesus. 
 

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be: 

• Because Jesus told the rich man to give away all his wealth, that still 
applies today 

• Any cost is worth tolerating if you gain eternal life after you die 
• There are millions of Christians today who obviously don’t find it too 

costly 
 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. 
If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) cannot go 
beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

6 
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2 (a) What is meant by self-sacrifice? 
 Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

2 (a) 
AO1 

• Putting other people’s 
needs before your own 

• Putting other’s first 
• Give yourself up for 

others 
 
 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

• Giving up something 
• An example of self-

sacrifice 
 
 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 
 
 

(0) 
 

 

2 

 
2 (b) 
 

Do you think it is easy to be a disciple of Jesus today? 
Give two reasons for your point of view. 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think it is easy to be a disciple of Jesus today are likely to 
use such reasons as: 

• The teachings of Jesus are written down for Christians to follow 
• There are many more followers of Jesus to support each other 
• There is less risk of being arrested and killed for being a follower 

 
Answers which do not think that it is easy to be a disciple of Jesus today are 
likely to use such reasons as: 

• Jesus is no longer physically present 
• It was all so long ago that it is difficult to know what following him 

should mean 
• Followers of Jesus today are often made fun of or worse 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. 
If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg The teachings of Jesus are written down for 
Christians to follow) 

                                                                                   1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg The teachings of Jesus are written down 

for Christians to follow and therefore it is easy to see what Jesus 
wants his followers to do)                              2 marks                         

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                              3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                            4 marks 

4 
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2 (c) Explain how the nature of discipleship is shown in the call of the first disciples. 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

2 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include: 
• Jesus told those he called that he would make them ‘fishers of men’ which 

shows that disciples are meant to spread the good news 
• James and John left their father showing that Jesus must take first place in 

the lives of the disciples 
• The disciples left their jobs and followed Jesus showing that following Jesus 

requires self-sacrifice 
• Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners showing that the disciples should 

mix with the outcasts of society 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If you 
are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command of 
English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills needed to 
produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely to be 
passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent syntactical 
and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English 
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate most 
of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there will be 
lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to 
be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct style 
of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where appropriate. The 
skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in place. Good 
organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be 
found. Excellent organisation and planning. 
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2 (d) 
 

“The disciples of Jesus show people how to live today.” 
In your answer you should refer to Christianity. 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Jesus’ disciples had learned directly from him so knew how 
he wanted Christians to live 

• Jesus’ teaching, given to Christians by the disciples, is just 
as relevant today as it was then 

• If Jesus is the Son of God then he should know the right 
way to live and his disciples show Christians that. 

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be 

• The disciples lived two thousand years ago and so have no 
idea of life today 

• It is our parents who show us how to live today 
• Most people today are not religious so don’t need religious 

people to tell them how to live. 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must 
be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

6 
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3 (a) Who were the Sadducees? 
Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

3 (a) 
AO1 

• Group of priests who 
controlled the Temple 
/ collaborated with 
the Romans 

• Group which did not 
believe in 
resurrection/angels  

• A group of wealthy 
priests 

• A group who wanted to 
keep the Jewish faith 
alive 

 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable.               (2) 

• A Jewish religious 
group 

• A group of priests 
 
 
 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 

 



GCSE Religious Studies 12 
Unit 5RS16/01 Mark Scheme  
Summer 2010 

 
3 (b) Do you think Jesus was right to enter Jerusalem in the way he did on Palm 

Sunday? 
Give two reasons for your point of view. 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think  that Jesus was right to enter Jerusalem in the way 
he did on Palm Sunday are likely to use such reasons as: 

• It was foretold that the Messiah would enter Jerusalem in this 
way  

• Jesus was the Messiah  
• He entered peacefully and was not trying to stir-up trouble 

 
Answers which do not think that Jesus was right to enter Jerusalem in 
the way he did on Palm Sunday are likely to use such reasons as: 

• He should have known that it would cause trouble with the 
religious authorities 

• He had no right to enter in the way the Messiah had been 
foretold to enter, because he wasn’t the Messiah 

• He should have shown more humility. 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg Jesus was right because he was the Messiah) 
                                                                                   1 mark 

For a personal response with:  
• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg Jesus was right because he was the 

Messiah and so he was simply fulfilling his destiny) 
                                                                                   2 marks 

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                              3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                            4 marks 

4 
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3 (c) Explain why Jesus’ answer to the question about Caesar and taxes is important 

for Christians today. 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

3 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include: 
• It teaches Christians about their responsibility to God  
• It teaches Christians about their responsibility to the civil authorities 
• It teaches Christians that there need not be a conflict between obeying 

God and obeying the civil authorities 
• It teaches Christians that they must be aware of the difference between 

their duty to the State and their duty to God 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If 
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have 
some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both 
clarity and organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling 
errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are 
likely to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English 
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate 
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there 
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are 
likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 
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3 (d) 
 

“Keeping the Sabbath is not relevant today.” 
In your answer you should refer to Christianity. 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

3 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• the Sabbath laws were written for a different sort of society 
than today 

• most people don’t go to church today so having a special 
day for worship is largely irrelevant 

• most shops today are open seven days a week 
 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be 

• people need time off work for rest and relaxation 
• the Sabbath laws were given by God and he knows best 

what we need  
• the Sabbath provides a special day for worship 
 

Accept Jewish Sabbath or Christian Sabbath 
 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be 
sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

6 
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4 (a) What is the Law? 
Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

4 (a) 
AO1 

• The collection of laws 
handed down by God 
and (collected in the 
Torah) 

• The Torah 
• The first five books of 

the Old Testament 
/Pentateuch 

 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

• Rules 
• The Ten 

Commandments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

• Police 
 
 
Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 
 
 
 

(0) 
 

2 
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4 (b) Do you think Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple was certain to cause trouble? 

Give two reasons for your point of view. 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think  that Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple was certain to 
cause trouble are likely to use such reasons as: 

• The priests would see his actions as a direct threat to them 
• Jesus had no authority to do what he did 
• Jesus was deliberately challenging the authorities 

 
Answers which do not think that Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple was not 
certain to cause trouble are likely to use such reasons as: 

• Jesus was only doing what needed to be done 
• The Temple authorities should have been grateful to Jesus for 

doing their job for them 
• Jesus as the Son of God had ultimate authority in the Temple. 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent 
to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg Jesus had no authority to do what he 
did) 

                                                                                    1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg Jesus had no authority to do 

what he did because he was not in charge of the Temple) 
                                                                                   2 marks   

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                              3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                            4 marks 

4 
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4 (c) 
 

Explain why the anointing of Jesus by a woman at Bethany is important for 
Christians today. 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

4 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include: 
• It shows Christians today that Jesus is the Messiah – the anointed one  
• It shows Christians today that Jesus accepted his destiny 
• The fact that Jesus allowed a woman to anoint him shows Christians today 

that Jesus was prepared to give them a higher status in society 
• The incident shows Christians today that they should mix with those who 

are the outcasts of society 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If you 
are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have 
some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both 
clarity and organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling 
errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills 
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are 
likely to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent 
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English 
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate 
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there 
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are 
likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 
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4 (d) 
 

“Opposition to the actions of Jesus was inevitable.” 
In your answer you should refer to Christianity. 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Jesus seemed to deliberately provoke the authorities  
• He was sent to change things 
• He ate with tax collectors and sinners which the religious 

authorities criticised 
 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be 

• Jesus only showed love towards people 
• He could have been less provocative 
• His opponents could have acknowledged that he was right 

 
Award marks as follows: 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

6 
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5 (a) What is blasphemy? 
Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

5 (a) 
AO1 

• Associating oneself 
with God 

• Language or deeds 
which insult God 

• Insulting God 
• Taking God’s name in 

vain 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

• Swearing 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above point is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

• answers 
which define 
a different 
key word 

 
(0) 

2 
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5 (b) 
 

Do you think it was right that Jesus was crucified? 
Give two reasons for your point of view. 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think it was right that Jesus was crucified  are likely to 
use such reasons as: 

• It was part of God’s plan of salvation 
• Without his death we would not have been reconciled with God 
• Jesus had broken the law  
 

 
Answers which do not think it was right that Jesus was crucified  are 
likely to use such reasons as: 

• Jesus had done nothing wrong  
• Jesus was simply the victim of jealousy by the religious 

authorities 
• The trials of Jesus had been illegal 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent 
to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg Jesus had done nothing wrong) 
                                                                                   1 mark 

For a personal response with:  
• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg Jesus had done nothing wrong 

because he had lived a life helping rather than harming 
people) 

                                                                                    2 marks   
For a personal response with:  

• two reasons with one developed                              3 marks 
For a personal response with: 

• two developed reasons                                            4 marks 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



GCSE Religious Studies 21 
Unit 5RS16/01 Mark Scheme  
Summer 2010 

 
5 (c) Explain why the resurrection of Jesus is important for Christians today. 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

5 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include: 
• Jesus had foretold that he would rise from the dead.  
• Only God could bring someone back from the dead.  
• It is important for Christians to know that his death was not in vain  
• The resurrection is the foundation of the Christian Church.  

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If you 
are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command of 
English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills needed to 
produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely to be 
passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent syntactical 
and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English 
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate 
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there 
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are 
likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct style 
of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 
The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in place. Good 
organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be 
found. Excellent organisation and planning. 
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5 (d) “Judas should not be blamed for Jesus’ arrest.” 

In your answer you should refer to Christianity. 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• He was part of the process in bringing about God’s plan 
• He was fulfilling what Jesus had said he would do 
• He was trying to force Jesus’ hand 

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be 

• He betrayed his friend 
• He sold Jesus for money 
• He was working for the religious leaders 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according 
to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it 
must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

6 
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6 (a) Who was Pontius Pilate? 
Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

6 (a) 
AO1 

• The Roman procurator 
/governor (of Judea at 
the time of Jesus) 

• The man who handed 
Jesus over to be 
crucified 

 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

• A Roman 
• Man in charge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above point is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 

 
6 (b) 
 

Do you think Jesus showed weakness in the Garden of Gethsemane? 
Give two reasons for your point of view. 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think  that Jesus showed weakness in the Garden of 
Gethsemane are likely to use such reasons as: 

• He asked God to take away his suffering  
• He said his soul was overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death 
• He got upset with his disciples for falling asleep 

 
Answers which do not think that Jesus showed weakness in the Garden of 
Gethsemane are likely to use such reasons as: 

• Although he asked God to take away his suffering, he said ‘yet not 
what I will, but what you will.’ 

• He chose to meet his betrayer 
• He rebuked one of his disciples for using violence. 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

one brief reason (eg He asked God to take away his suffering)               
                                                                                         1 mark 
For a personal response with:  

• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg He asked God to take away his 

suffering by asking him to ‘take away this cup from me.’)                
                                                                              2 marks 

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                              3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                            4 marks 

4 
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6 (c) Explain why the crucifixion is important for Christians today. 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

6 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include: 
• It is part of God’s plan of salvation  
• It reconciles humanity with God 
• It demonstrates God’s love 
• It brings about forgiveness of sins 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If you 
are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command of 
English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills needed to 
produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely to be 
passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent syntactical 
and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English 
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate most 
of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there will be 
lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to 
be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct style 
of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 
The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in place. Good 
organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be 
found. Excellent organisation and planning. 
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6 (d) “The Last Supper is irrelevant to Christians today.” 

In your answer you should refer to Christianity. 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• It happened nearly two thousand years ago 
• It was merely Jesus’ last meal with his followers 
• It was a Jewish Passover meal and therefore of no 

relevance to Christians 
 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be 

• It is the origin of the Christian Eucharist (Communion) 
• It is the origin of the new covenant 
• Jesus foretold who would betray him, thereby showing 

that what he says is reliable. 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to 
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it 
must be sent to review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) 
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

6 
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7 (a) What is baptism? 
Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

7 (a) 
AO1 

• (confessing sins and) 
being immersed in 
water as a sign of 
purification 

• An initiation ceremony 
• A sacrament 
• Washing away of sins 
• Becoming a member of 

the Church 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

• A religious ceremony 
• Ceremonial washing 
• Being immersed in 

water 
 
 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 

 
7 (b) Do you think Jesus could raise people from the dead? 

Give two reasons for your point of view. 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

7 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think Jesus could raise people from the dead are likely to use 
such reasons as: 

• Jesus is divine and therefore can do anything 
• Jesus had the spirit of God within him 
• It says in Mark’s Gospel that Jesus raised Jarius’ daughter  

 
Answers which do not think Jesus could raise people from the dead are likely 
to use such reasons as: 

• Resurrections are scientifically impossible 
• Only God can raise the dead 
• Jesus was just an ordinary man 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg Jesus is divine and therefore can do 
anything )                                                               1 mark 

For a personal response with:  
• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg Jesus is divine and therefore can do 

anything including breaking the laws of science)                                  
         2 marks 

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                              3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                            4 marks 

4 
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7 (c) Explain why reading Mark’s Gospel leads some people to believe that Jesus was 

the Son of God. 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

7 (c) 
AO1 

The main reasons include: 
• Mark’s Gospel opens with the words ‘The beginning of the gospel about 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God.’ 
• At Jesus’ baptism, a voice from heaven said ‘You are my Son, whom I 

love’. 
• At the Transfiguration, a voice from heaven said ‘This is my Son, whom I 

love. Listen to him.’ 
• The centurion at the crucifixion said ‘Surely this man was the Son of God.’ 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If you 
are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command of 
English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills needed to 
produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely to be 
passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent syntactical 
and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English 
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate 
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there 
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are 
likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct style 
of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 
The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in place. Good 
organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be 
found. Excellent organisation and planning. 
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7 (d) “It is impossible to believe in the miracles of Jesus.” 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

7 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• Miracles are scientifically impossible 
• Only God can perform miracles 
• The miracles recorded in Mark can be explained in other ways 

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be 

• Jesus is divine and therefore has the spirit of God within him 
• There were too many witnesses to the miracles for them not to 

have happened 
• It was part of Jesus’ mission  
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) cannot go 
beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

6 
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8 (a) What is confession? 
Question 
Number 

Correct Answer Partially Correct Answer Reject Mark 

8 (a) 
AO1 

• an acknowledgement 
or declaration of 
something 

• admitting you have 
done wrong 

• the sacrament of 
reconciliation  

• telling a priest your 
sins 

• Confessing your sins 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(2) 

• Saying sorry 
• Owning up  
• Confessing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any alternative wording 
of the above points is 
acceptable. 

(1) 

Answers which 
define a different 
key word 
 

(0) 

2 
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8 (b) 
 

Do you think Jesus was the Messiah? 
Give two reasons for your point of view. 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (b) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Answers which think Jesus was the Messiah are likely to use such reasons 
as: 

• Peter said Jesus was the Messiah at Caesarea Philippi  
• The miracles are a sign that Jesus had Messianic powers 
• The ressurection shows that Jesus was the Messiah 

 
Answers which do not think Jesus was not the Messiah  are likely to use 
such evidence as: 

• He was merely a religious teacher 
• The miracles can be explained in non-miraculous ways 
• The death of Jesus shows his humanity. 

 
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
Award marks as follows: 
 
For a personal response with: 

• one brief reason (eg Peter said Jesus was the Messiah at Caesarea 
Philippi)             
                                                                              1 mark 

For a personal response with:  
• two brief reasons 
• or one developed reason (eg Peter said Jesus was the Messiah at 

Caesarea Philippi by saying ‘You are the Christ’)                             
                                                                               2 marks   

For a personal response with:  
• two reasons with one developed                             3 marks 

For a personal response with: 
• two developed reasons                                           4 marks 

4 
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8 (c) Explain what the baptism of Jesus shows about his identity. 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer (strands i, ii and iii) 

8 (c) 
AO1 

The main features include: 
• It shows that Jesus would be the one to ‘baptise with the Holy Spirit’ 
• It shows Jesus to be part of the Trinity 
• Jesus needed to be baptised to mark the start of his active ministry 
• The events showed the close link Jesus had with the Godhead 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If you 
are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review. 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:  

• giving a brief reason  
• not explaining but only describing the issue. 

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce 
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some 
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and 
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors. 

Level 2 3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using two brief reasons  
• or a developed reason. 

The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command 
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills needed 
to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely to be 
passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent syntactical 
and/or spelling errors are likely to be present. 

Level 3 5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by: 
• using three brief reasons 
• or a fully developed reason 
• or two reasons with one developed.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English 
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate 
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there 
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are 
likely to be present. 

Level 4 7-8 A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:  
• using four brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons 
• or three reasons with one developed 
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.  

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct 
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where 
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in 
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling 
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning. 
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8 (d) “Jesus walked on water.” 

In your answer you should refer to Christianity. 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (d) 
AO2 

Indicative content 
Reasons for supporting this statement could be: 

• As the Messiah, he had the power to do this 
• There could be a perfectly logical explanation for this event (e.g. 

sandbanks) 
• His disciples witnessed it 

 
Reasons for not supporting this statement could be 

• It did not happen but was a made-up story 
• It is scientifically impossible 
• The disciples imagined it (they thought it was a ghost) 
 

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the 
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to 
review. 
 
Award marks as follows: 
 
Candidates who do not refer to Christianity in either (i) or (ii) cannot go 
beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d). 
 
(i) Own opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion 
1 mark for  

• a brief reason 
2 marks for  

• a developed reason  
• or two brief reasons 

3 marks for 
• three brief reasons 
• or two developed reasons  
• or a fully developed reason 
• or one developed reason and one brief reason 

6 
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