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Edexcel GCSE

Geography A
Unit 1: Geographical Skills and Challenges

Higher Tier

Friday 20 January 2012 – Afternoon
Time: 1 hour

You must have:

Resource Booklet (enclosed)
Ordnance Survey Map Extract (enclosed)

5GA1H/01

Instructions
Use black ink or ball-point pen.
Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name, 
centre number and candidate number.
Answer all questions.
Answer the questions in the spaces provided 
– there may be more space than you need.

Information
The total mark for this paper is 50. 
The marks for each question are shown in brackets
– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.
Questions labelled with an asterisk (*) are ones where the quality of your 
written communication will be assessed 
– you should take particular care on these questions with your spelling, punctuation 

and grammar, as well as the clarity of expression.

Advice
Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
Keep an eye on the time.
Try to answer every question.
Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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©2012 Pearson Education Ltd.
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SECTION A – GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS

Answer ALL questions in this section

1 (a) Study the Ordnance Survey (OS) map extract of South Devon and Figure 1a 
(photograph) in the Resource Booklet.

  The photograph was taken at 860480.

  The photograph was taken looking in a south-westerly direction.

  Complete the table below.
(3)

Letter on

photograph
Instruction Space for answer

D

Give the grid 
square where 
Forest Cove is 
located

E
Name the 
settlement (village)

F Name the point

(b) Complete the table to provide information about two rivers on the OS map extract.
(4)

River flowing into 

Slapton Ley

River flowing into 

Lannacombe Bay

The mouth of the river 8037

The source of the river 7847

Vegetation along the 

banks of the river 
Grassland 

Name of a settlement 

close to the river
Colehanger 
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(c) Study the Ordnance Survey (OS) map extract.

  A family who are staying at Torcross (8242) wish to drive to Salcombe (7338).

  Plan their route using only settlement names, road numbers and directions.  

  You may use a sketch map in your answer.
(3)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(d) Study the OS map extract and Figure 1b (photograph) of Slapton Ley in the 
Resource Booklet.

  Photograph 1b was taken in grid square 8241.

  Figure 1c is an incomplete sketch of the photograph.

Figure 1c

  Complete the sketch by adding the following features:
(4)

  Using the key provided, label the following features in the correct positions on the 
sketch:

(Total for Question 1 = 14 marks)

Road
Car park
Public convenience

P
PC

Key
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BLANK PAGE

Turn over for Question 2
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2 (a) Study Figure 2.

  It shows the population densities of some parishes in South Devon.

Figure 2

   (i) Complete Figure 2.

   Use the data in the table below.
(2) 

Parish
Population density

(number of people per hectare)

Frogmore and Sherford 0.4

Chivelstone 0.2

East
Portlemouth

Chivelstone

Start Bay

Stokenham

South
Pool

Charleton

Frogmore and
Sherford

East
Allington

Slapton

Strete

Stoke
Fleming

N

Key

Number of people 
per hectare

0.1 – 0.3

0.4 – 0.6

0.7 – 0.9

Kingsbridge
estuary
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  (ii) Describe the pattern of population density shown on Figure 2.

   Use population density data in your answer.
(4)
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  (iii) Figure 2 is a choropleth map. 

State one advantage and one disadvantage of using a choropleth map to 
display data.
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(b) Geographical Information Systems (GIS) could be used to display the population 
data in Figure 2. 

  (i) What is meant by the term Geographical Information Systems (GIS)?
(2)
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  (ii) The population densities for some South Devon parishes is shown on Figure 2.

State one other piece of information that could be added using GIS to make 
the map more useful. 
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TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 25 MARKS
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BLANK PAGE

Turn over for Question 3



10

*P39860RA01016*

SECTION B – CHALLENGES FOR THE PLANET

Answer ALL questions in this section

3 (a) Study Figure 3.

  It shows some of the factors that have caused climate change in the last 10,000 years.

Orbital geometry

Solar output

Tectonic activity

Volcanic activity

World’s
climate
World’s
climate

Figure 3

(i) Choose two of the factors shown on Figure 3.

   Outline how each factor causes climate change.
(4)

   1. Name of factor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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   2. Name of factor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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  (ii) There are a number of factors that are recent causes of climate change.  

Choose either

   A. the burning of fossil fuels

OR

   B. the increase of methane in the atmosphere.

   Explain how your chosen factor causes climate change.
(4)
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(b) Describe one response to climate change on a global scale.
(3)
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BLANK PAGE

Turn over for Question 4
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4 (a) Study Figure 4.

  It shows some effects of resource extraction in tropical rainforest areas.

Figure 4

  (i) Explain two effects of resource extraction in tropical rainforest areas.  

   One effect should be on the environment and the other on the local people.

   Use evidence from Figure 4 in your answer.
(4)

Environment
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Gold and copper 

mining in Indonesia.  

The waste material is 
dumped into the River 
Aghawaghon.  

Logging in Cameroon.

Logging has opened up the forest. Animals such as 
elephants and gorillas are being hunted.
Local Baka people work in the sawmills. They are 
not given protection from the toxic products which 
are sprayed on the wood to preserve it from fungus.

Oil extraction in Ecuador.

Hydrocarbons are concentrated in the river. The local people drink 
the river water. Stomach cancer is five times more frequent in oil 
exploitation areas. The periwinkle is becoming endangered. 
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Local people
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  (ii) Explain how resource extraction from tropical rainforest areas is being 
managed.

   Use examples in your answer.
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*P39860RA01616*

    *(b) Explain how large organisations are becoming more sustainable in the workplace. 

  Use examples in your answer.
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