
74

Component 1: Photography
Standard Mark – 29

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 8 7 7 7 29
Level 3 3 3 3

Mostly 
emerging 
competent 
ability

Just 
emerging 
competent 
ability

Just 
emerging 
competent 
ability

Just 
emerging 
competent 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Predictable  Safe

Growing control



Examiner comments
This Photography Component 1 submission consists of mounted A2 sheets. Final responses to each of the 3 projects (‘Fragments’, 
‘Identity’ and ‘Journey’) are presented separately. Images of the work reflect the characteristics just within Performance Level 3, Emerging 
Competent.

Predictable mind maps are used to brain-storm ideas with reference to a range of photographers and artists who inform the candidate’s 
personal visual journey. For example, in response to the photographic joiners of David Hockney they endeavour to create a joiner of 
photographs of their Granddad’s birthday party. Their responses to photographers Shilpa Gupta and Andrei Morgan inspire the 
candidate, in a safe and predictable way, to create a series of photographs of eyes.

The candidate shows some growing control within their Photoshop digital editing. For example, edited images of overlayed maps onto 
their own photographs are created within the ‘Journey’ project.  Mono-printing and print transfers are trialled, as well the creation of a 
concertina book of images inspired by artist Ed Ruscha. Safe experiments with ideas, techniques and processes are evident throughout 
their submission, and broaden the candidate’s visual language.

Photographic recording of observations shows growing control and annotations describe what they are photographing, with some 
reflection. Within the candidate’s photographs of eyes, they comment that “there are so many different colours and textures here. 
Different shades of blue, whites, greys and if you look closely, also a tiny bit of green”. 

The final outcomes incorporate elements from developing ideas, and reflect endeavour in pursuing a sustained line of enquiry within 
each project. The candidate could demonstrate greater understanding of visual language to fully realise their creative intentions, in order 
for the submission to move more securely within Performance Level 3, Emerging Competent.
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