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Exemplar Student answers with examiner comments 

About this booklet 

This booklet has been produced to support mathematics teachers delivering the new Functional Skills 

Mathematics specification (first assessment summer 2019). 

The booklet looks at questions from the Retired Set 6 which is available on the web as a practice paper. 

It shows real student responses to these questions, and how the examining team follow the mark 

schemes to demonstrate how the students would be awarded marks on these questions. 

How to use this booklet 

Our examining team have selected a student on the pass mark. Following each question, you will find 

the mark scheme for that question and then the student response with accompanying examiner 

comments on how the mark scheme has been applied and the marks awarded, and on common errors 

for this sort of question.   
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Examiner comments 

1. 1 mark.  

 

This learner works out the number of toys made in a 6-hour day.  1 mark 

No attempt is made to work with the 5% and so no more marks can be awarded. 
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Examiner comments  

2a) The correct answer is seen. 1 mark 

2b) The correct answer is seen. 1 mark 

2c) The number is not rounded correctly to 1 decimal place. This has been rounded to the nearest whole 

number. 0 marks 
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Examiner comments 

3a) 1 mark  

This is an example of BODMAS/BIDMAS 

The learner begins correctly either 17-3 =14 or 4 squared is 16 is enough for the first mark. 

The second method mark is for a complete process and this leaner does not carry out the process in the 

correct order. 

The 14 must be divided by 2 before the 26 can be added on.    

3b) 0 mark 

This is a checking mark. 

14 + 3 = 17 is one example that would score the mark. 

Note a reverse calculation is required. 

The answer must be given and must be accurate. e.g. 14 + 3 = 16 would NOT score the mark, neither 

would 14 + 3 
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Examiner comments 

4) 4 marks  

A compound area is required. 

This learner shows the formula for the area of a rectangle, this is not required but it is helpful. 

9 x 5 is enough for the first mark, one relevant area found. (Mark B on the scheme). 

The first mark is implied by the correct use of 2, a missing length is found and used without the 

calculation being shown. 

The full process is seen at the point of 45 + 6. 

Accuracy is awarded for 51. 
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Examiner comments 

Q1) 0 marks. 

This question tests addition of time. 

There is a need to convert three quarters of an hour into minutes or 0.5 of an hour to minutes. 

so 45 minutes or 30 minutes is enough for one mark. 

Being able to convert a quarter of an hour, half an hour and three quarters of an hour into minutes is an 

essential skill and will allow learners to gain useful marks. 

Here the 4 is not explained at all. 
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Examiner comments 

Q2) 0 marks  

No working is shown. 

It is an OFQUAL requirement that some reasoning is shown in questions.  This is problem solving 

attribute 6.  In our papers we display when this is a strict requirement with the phrase ' You MUST show 

all your working.  Centres should be aware of this and communicate this fact to learners. 

Here the answer is correct but at no point does the learner show any working out. 

Hence due to the rules of the specification this answer gains no marks. 

Had there been working out shown we could have awarded the marks. 
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Examiner comments 

Q3) 5 marks  

The learner adds to show they are working correctly with perimeter. 

There is a conversion of metres to centimetres and back again to metres. 

The division by 1.8 is seen and the accurate figure given. 

The conversion mark (first process mark) is awarded for just one conversion. 

The second mark is awarded for the first addition. 

The third process mark can be awarded when 17000 - 260 is seen. 

The last process mark does require a full process. 

Accuracy is awarded for 93 in this question. 
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Examiner comments  

Q4) 3 marks  

This is a fully correct bar chart. 

The axes are labeled and the linear scale continued correctly.  Each bar is drawn within the tolerance 

allowed. 
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Examiner comments 

Q5) 3 marks  

A decision is required here. 

It is seen in the final box.   

This decision must be supported by working. 

The learner has shown working in this question and so marks were awarded. 

The difference is found and the use of 6 is appropriate to allow a comparison to be made. 
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Examiner comments 

Q6) 5 marks  

This is a multi-step problem. 

Note this learner chooses to increase the price of a hair cut by 25% first. 

The working is clear and 8 + 2 is shown. 

At this point the C and D mark can be awarded.   The mark scheme is written such that C and D may be 

awarded independently of marks A and B. 

A and B are awarded for the full process to work out the mean number of customers per day. 

We see 76 x 10 and so the final process mark can be awarded. 

The answer of 760 is correct BUT no decision is given.  Hence the last mark cannot be awarded. 

Learners should be reminded to check when decisions are required.  Is Raphael correct?  must be 

answered as this is complying with Problem solving attribute 4. 
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Examiner comments 

Q7) 1 mark 

8 x 8 x 17 is enough for the first mark. 

Unfortunately, an additional process is carried out. 

The final answer in the answer box ix incorrect so the accuracy mark cannot be awarded. 

The question does remind the learner to give units and they do not.  Hence the independent unit mark 

cannot be awarded. 
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Examiner comments 

Q8) 1 mark 

The mark is given for using the formula correctly eg interpretation of multiply the 'town population' by 

0.6  

The initial error of not being able to write the number given in words as an accurate figure means that 

neither the first nor the last mark can be awarded. 

Reading and writing of large numbers is a requirement of the specification and centres should have 

learners practice this skill. 

House prices are often a good functional example for centres to use. 

(Compare regions within the UK). 
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Examiner comments 

Q9) 1 mark 

The bath is labelled on the diagram. 

It is a rectangle, 1 square by 7 squares in size with the long side against the back wall and equidistant 

from each side walls. 

This allows the award of the first mark BUT the lack of 4 squares for the width means that the second 

mark cannot be awarded. 

No square is dawn on the gird, so marks C and D cannot be awarded. 
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Examiner comments 

Q10) 0 marks 

No check is given. 

Some crossed out work is seen but 72.8 is left and is judged as what the learner requires marking. 
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Examiner comments 

Q11) 5 marks 

The first step shown is to work with the fractional discount. 

Working out one fifth and then subtracting is fine for the B and C marks. 

The learner then takes the price per plate and multiples by 90, they seem to stop this method here. 

However, the learner then divides 90m by 6 and can be awarded the A mark. 

Everything is bought together with 15 x 2.84 and so the D mark can be awarded. 

42.60 is seen and compared to 45 with a decision given indicating this, at this point the final mark can be 

awarded. 

 

Total marks learner has achieved for the whole paper is 32 marks, 

which is the threshold pass mark for this retired set. 

 

 

 


