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Introduction



Reading Skills lessons are always a minefield. Encouraging learners to 
develop skills they feel they already have (“I can read, why are we doing 
this”) or that they do not want to develop “(reading is long…”).

This session follows a top down, bottom up approach to reading skills, 
engaging with the text as a whole and then with specific points.

So, let’s have a look at what can be done to ensure your lessons are 
successful.



Choosing a text



First thing you need to do is choose a text to read.

When choosing a text you need to consider the following factors:

• The learners you are teaching and their level
• What are they interested in, what else are they studying in college
• The subject matter of the text (is it appropriate?)
• The language level of the text (is it appropriate?)
• What skills you wish to develop



Pre Reading Activity



Everybody needs a purpose for reading something. The vast majority 
of people do not read just for the sake of it, especially when there are 
so many other things competing for our time and interest. Now this 
purpose could be because we need information or it could be for 
pleasure.

In the classroom, it is, therefore, important to give learners a reason 
for reading and to generate their interest before they read. Otherwise 
you will experience the handout push, where the learners’ initial 
reaction to being given something to read is to push it away.



Creating this interest can be done with a lead-in activity such as:

• Brainstorm the topic; then read the text to find out if the collated 
points were included.

• Generate a story from key words in the text; then read to see find 
similarities.

• Headline hangman followed by predictions on story content; then 
read to see find similarities.

If fact, anything will do as long as it give the learners a purpose to read 
the text.

Once you have done this activity, encourage the learners to read the 
text for ONE minute to see if anything they talked about is included. 
This one minute is key as it is roughly the time we give to a piece of 
reading outside the classroom to see if we are interested it.



Main Reading 
Activity



After the initial reading activity, you can then give the learners a 
second reading activity in order for them to extract information from 
the text.

This could be in the form of:

• Pre-prepared questions
• The pros and cons of the subject
• Highlight examples of fact and opinion



Language Focus 
Activity



The final reading activity should have a lexical focus. This could be to 
highlight a number of things:

• Unknown vocabulary
• Idiomatic language
• Structural features of the text
• Language features used for a particular purpose (e.g. to persuade)
• Punctuation



Final Output



Reading is an input activity and it logically follows that there should be 
an output activity too. Now this could be in a number of formats:

• Group discussion (ensure you set outcomes for this)
• A writing activity where the learners write in response to what they 

have read
• A planning activity where the learners plan in detail a written 

response (this is good way for the learners to prepare for writing 
exams)



Example 1





Pre Reading Activity

• Learners in pairs write a list of what makes a good restaurant. Collate 
answers on the board.

• Learners then read the text for one minute to see how many of their ideas 
are in the text.

Main Reading Activity

• Learners reread the text and answer the questions (see next slides).

Language Focus Activity

• Learners highlight the language and structural features used by the writer.

• Learners highlight how punctuation is used to help understanding.

Output

• Learners use the text and their own experience to create an article on how 
to spot a bad restaurant.









Example 2





Pre Reading Activity

• Class survey on emoji use (e.g. do you use emojis?, when do you use 
emojis?. Collate answers on the board.

• Learners then read the text for one minute to see how much of their 
survey is in the text.

Main Reading Activity

• Learners reread the text and answer the questions (see next slides).

Language Focus Activity

• Learners highlight the language used by the writer.
• Learners highlight unknown words, then using the context and their peer 

try to work out what they mean.

Output

• Learners use the text and their own experience to create a guide on using 
emojis effectively







There’s so much 
more to learn




