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Introduction
The June 2015 paper was generally accessible to candidates across the ability range.  As 
with previous years, it was good to see that there were a smaller number of non-completed 
scripts.  Centres are also to be congratulated that they have impressed upon their 
candidates the need to complete their answers in the spaces provided as well as having a 
clear focus on the question set. 

As in previous examination series, Question 2 (‘Coasts’) and Question 4 (‘Rebranding’) were 
by far the most popular questions and Question 3 (‘Unequal Spaces’) the least popular.  

Performance was mixed but unfortunately, as with last year, there were a small number of 
candidates committing a rubric offence.  This was mainly in Question 1(a) where a minority 
of candidates misread the question and did not use any of the three pieces of meteorological 
equipment shown at all.  This is discussed in greater detail later in this report.  As with the 
last examination series, there were some outstanding results at the top-end and centres and 
their candidates are to be congratulated. 

The trend commented upon in last year’s report of an improvement in the quality of 
responses associated with the 15 mark fieldwork and research questions continued to 
be seen, particularly in the answers to Question 1(c) on flooding. Due to the hard work 
of the centres, candidates seem to be gaining a better understanding of the demands of 
this part of the examination through the use of past papers, mark schemes and other 
assessment-focused resources.  It is pleasing that many centres are continuing to use the 
specification to match the fieldwork and research that they carry out to the requirements of 
the specification.  Many students are also recognising more fully the role of ‘research’, with 
some candidates explaining how it is a necessary pre-cursor (e.g. to investigate the flood 
reports on the Environmental Agencies web site) before embarking on the actual fieldwork 
itself.  Unfortunately, as noted in previous reports, there is still evidence that candidates 
are writing what appeared to be pre-rehearsed responses, which in many instances were 
not specifically answering the question set.  This was particularly evident in the Rebranding 
question when many candidates simply ignored the word ‘need’ and wrote about the success 
of rebranding instead.  Some of the better candidates argued that as the rebranding was a 
success there was no longer a need to rebrand the area further but this was a rare response  
- most simply assessed the success of the rebranding of the area that they had studied.  
These answers were therefore self-penalising. 

Again, as stated in previous reports, the part (a) questions are always about responding to 
the resources which have been provided.  Rehearsing how to respond to photographs, data 
and maps is an important skill to encourage prior to taking the exam (e.g. by using these 
resources as starters at the beginning of lessons), allowing candidates to deal with patterns, 
trends and anomalies.  It is also very important that candidates establish whether the 
task is one of description or explanation, or both (e.g. a 'comment on' type question). It is 
certainly not a place to deliver detailed or wide-ranging case studies.  Some candidates were 
restricted to Level 1 in the part (a) of some questions, such as Question 3(a), as they did 
not offer a ‘comment’ but instead simply described the patterns shown in the resource.   

The final group of examination questions are those in which candidates are 
encouraged to use a range of examples or case study information to support their 
responses.  Examiners noted that the responses to these questions are now showing a 
pleasing improvement with many candidates showing a greater depth of knowledge and / or 
range of detail.  This was particularly evident in Question 2(b) where there were some very 
detailed and informative evaluations of coastal defences.  One area where centres can help 
develop the candidates' answers is in the process questions, such as Question 1(b).  This 
was clearly seen in candidates' responses that explained the causes of tropical revolving 
storms.  To gain Level 3 marks, candidates had to go beyond stating the factors that allowed 
these storm systems to develop (sea temperature, time of year etc.) and explain the 
processes that led to the extreme weather event occurring (evaporation, release of latent 
heat etc.).
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Question 1 (a)
Candidates needed to focus on how the three pieces of meteorological equipment could 
be used to monitor changing meteorological conditions.  Some candidates described the 
equipment but did not explain how the equipment could then be used to show changing 
meteorological conditions such as the passage of a depression.  Other candidates linked the 
equipment to climate change and were therefore self-penalising.  Additionally, some wrote 
about equipment that was not shown on Figure 1 such as barometers and wet and dry bulb 
thermometers.  Unfortunately these latter candidates committed a rubric offence and were 
not awarded any marks.

This was a question where the majority of the candidates successfully managed to obtain 
Level 2 marks by relating the equipment shown to their weather diaries but few could really 
link the equipment to changing meteorological conditions.
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In this example the candidate has detailed 
suggestions on how a range of equipment can be 
used to monitor changing meteorological conditions.  
There was also good use of technical language.

 This was a Level 3 answer which scored 10 marks.

Examiner Comments

Using the key words from the study of 
extreme weather such as air masses, 
anticyclones and cumulonimbus clouds 
lifts the answer within the level awarded.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)
Although this question specifically asked for the causes of one type of extreme weather, 
many candidates focused only on the factors that allowed extreme weather events to 
develop.  This was often the case for flooding where many candidates listed factors such 
as steep slopes, deforestation and urban areas without explaining how these catchment 
conditions could cause flooding.  Similarly, many candidates listed the conditions required 
for the development of tropical revolving storms without explaining the processes that cause 
these storms.  Some candidates also explained the formation of a depression but did not link 
it to a named extreme weather event such as the St Jude’s storm.  These responses were 
therefore self-penalising. 

Centres could improve candidate’s performance by starting with the theoretical 
understanding of what causes extreme weather events before researching named examples 
of these events. 
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This candidate has given a detailed explanation 
which has clear sequential processes using 
detailed technical language. This is a Level 3 
answer which was awarded 10 marks.

Examiner Comments

In questions such as these full marks can be 
given without the use of a named example.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (c)
In contrast to last year when many candidates did not carefully read the question set, 
this year many responses to this question showed the careful fieldwork and research that 
candidates had undertaken into the topic of river flooding.  It was pleasing to see a great 
variety of techniques being used and in particular the use of the resources available on line 
from the Environment Agency. 

The best answers were from candidates who focused on how their fieldwork and research 
investigated flooding in a named area as opposed to some who wrote generic answers with 
little sense of place.
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The candidate gives a detailed description of 
a range of fieldwork and research techniques 
that focus on river flooding. It is a Level 4 
answer which was awarded 13 marks.

Examiner Comments

This answer was particularly strong on fieldwork.  
The answer could have been improved by 
clearly stating how the research collected by the 
candidate - such as newspaper cuttings - developed 
their understanding of flooding in the area.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
Most candidates successfully used the large number of stakeholders shown on the resource 
to identify and explain the pressures on the environment caused by these stakeholders.   At 
the top end, candidates explored the idea of how it was the competition for space that led to 
these pressures and some even suggested ways in which the pressures could be eased.      

Centres are encouraged to produce resources using their own fieldwork location and 
undertake similar exercises in photo-interpretation which would also strengthen Unit 1 
examination technique. 
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The candidate uses detailed suggestions on 
how competition for space leads to conflicts 
between different user groups with clear 
links to the resulting pressure. This is a 
Level 3 answer which scored 9 marks.

Examiner Comments

As noted in previous reports, the relevant use of the 
key words of the question (in this case competition 
for space) in the response ensures that the 
subsequent answer is focused on the question set.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
It was pleasing that improvement in the knowledge-based 10 mark essay question was 
also seen this year.  Many candidates clearly understood the economic and environmental 
issues surrounding the different approaches to coastal defences.  Coastal defences could 
range from policies (hold the line, strategic realignment and no active intervention) to 
strategies (groynes, sea walls etc.).  The best answers focused on approaches that were 
truly contrasting.

Although there was no need to have named places to answer this question, as an example 
could be a place or an approach, it was difficult to gain full marks without a named place.  
Centres are reminded that the best answers to these types of question will usually marry 
place specific detail with geographical theory and concepts.
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The candidate has given a detailed 
explanation of the success of two contrasting 
defences with good exemplification.  

Examiner Comments

This response was well focused on the success of 
the approaches and so was awarded Level 3 and 
8 marks.  It would have gained higher marks 
if it had a little more case study detail such as 
the costs of the defences or the actual land use 
losses that occurred in the undefended areas.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
Unlike last year when the question was on the management of the coast, this year’s 
fieldwork and research question drew more variable responses.  Although there was good 
evidence of fieldwork and research in many responses, with some excellent work on the 
pressures at the coast, there was a minority of candidates who tried to adapt a pre-learnt 
answer on the development of the coast.  As noted in previous reports, candidates should be 
describing their fieldwork and research experience, in this case the pressures at the coast, 
as opposed to explaining using case study detail how the coast has developed.

Regrettably a small minority of candidates wrote a response that described the pressures 
at the coast with no attempt to describe the fieldwork and research they had carried out.   
Others wrote about an investigation into the effects of a container port that was in fact 
never developed over a decade ago (Dibden Bay).  Candidates are reminded that the 15 
mark question will always be on their fieldwork and research experience and will examine all 
aspects of fieldwork process from planning, fieldwork, presentation and evaluation and will 
never be a question requiring a detailed case study.  Centres are also reminded that case 
study material should be refreshed on a regular basis with accurate factual detail. 
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This candidate has written a detailed description 
of a range of fieldwork and research focusing 
on pressures on a recognisable coast. There is 
a clear link between activities and pressures. 
This Level 4 answer was awarded  13 marks.

Examiner Comments

To access the highest band candidates must 
focus on the question set. Notice how in the 
first paragraph the research technique described 
is clearly linked to both the human activity and 
so the resultant pressure. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
It was pleasing that most candidates found this resource accessible.  Centres should be 
congratulated as the candidates' responses clearly showed good examination technique.  
The majority of candidates were able to link the patterns of deprivation with plausible 
causes.  Candidates are reminded that, in questions such as these, generic reasons such 
as deindustrialisation or the development of KBI jobs will always be accepted as no prior 
knowledge of London (or another urban area) is required.

This was a question that was answered well by the majority of candidates who were able to 
apply their knowledge of the factors causing unequal spaces to a new case study.
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This candidate has detailed comments on the 
differences in the levels of deprivation; this 
is a Level 3 answer which scored 9 marks.

Examiner Comments

The response is perhaps not always entirely 
accurate (is Tower Hamlets really known for 
its high levels of temporary housing) but the 
considered points made explaining the levels of 
deprivation in the boroughs of Richmond and 
Hillingdon lift the response into the top band.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)
Candidates' responses to this question were clearly focused on the results and conclusions 
of their investigation into the spatial patterns of inequality.  It was pleasing to see that many 
centres had taken on board the comments made in last year’s report and only a minority of 
candidates ignored the key command words and merely wrote how they investigated spatial 
inequalities.

It is important to realise that when planning fieldwork for this option a spatial pattern can 
only be investigated if two different places are studied, be it rural or urban.  Regrettably 
there is a small minority of candidates who still describe the fieldwork and research they 
have undertaken in one location.  These answers are necessarily self-penalising.



GCE Geography 6GE02 01 21



22 GCE Geography 6GE02 01

This is a good answer that describes the results 
and conclusions of both fieldwork and research into 
the spatial pattern of inequalities in a named area. 
It is a Level 4 answer and was awarded 15 marks.

Examiner Comments

The good use of terminology has lifted 
this response to the top of the band.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (c)
This was a question that elicited variable responses.  Some responses gave a wide range 
of reasons why inequalities are difficult to manage in both MDCs (e.g. Cornwall) and LDCs 
(with some good answers that focused on Botswana).  Unfortunately, a significant minority 
drifted into explaining the causes of inequality and not why inequalities are difficult 
to manage.  Although there is clearly overlap between these two concepts those that did 
drift into causes were self-penalising.  Please remind candidates to read the questions very 
carefully.

A small minority of candidates discussed urban inequalities.



24 GCE Geography 6GE02 01

This candidate has a detailed explanation of a range 
of reasons why it is difficult to manage inequalities.  
It is a Level 3 answer that was awarded 8 marks.

Examiner Comments

Although the candidate clearly shows that they had 
a good understanding of why inequalities are difficult 
to manage in a named rural area they could have 
gained higher marks by using better exemplification.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a)
This question proved popular with the majority of candidates and many were able to 
comment correctly on how heritage and culture could aid successful regeneration.  It was 
pleasing to see that many candidates used a wide range of examples to exemplify the 
prompts that had been given to them in the resource.  A small minority ignored the words 
heritage and culture in the question stem and simply wrote about the rebranding scheme 
that they had studied.  These answers were self-penalising.   A very small minority wrote on 
rural regeneration.

As with Question 2(a), centres are encouraged to take a similar course of action and 
produce flow charts of their own case studies as an initial stimulus for teaching re-branding.
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This response gives a detailed explanation of the 
contribution of heritage and culture to the regeneration 
process of urban areas. It has good exemplification 
with links to both the economic and social aspects of 
regeneration.

The candidate scored 9 marks which is a Level 3 answer.

Examiner Comments

The candidate shows good examination technique in the 
first paragraph when the focus of the question – how 
heritage and culture can lead to successful regeneration 
- is explained with reference to the employment 
opportunities that this can bring.  Often candidates ‘dive’ 
straight into the resources without necessarily explaining 
to the examiner that they understand the concept/
theory that is being assessed through the resource.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b)
As with Question 3(b), the companion question, this question tested part of the enquiry 
process (results and conclusions) and not all of the enquiry process.  Although there were 
some sound accounts of fieldwork in areas of Plymouth, Sheffield, Manchester and ‘Olympic’ 
London, a significant number of candidates ignored the word ‘need’ and wrote scripted 
accounts of the evidence for the success of rebranding of an area.  Although in many cases 
there was the need for rebranding implicit in the candidates' work, this was often incidental 
to the overall answer.  In addition, as with Question 3(b), some candidates ignored the 
words 'results and conclusions' and only described what the results were or in some cases 
just described the fieldwork and research they collected with no mention of results or 
conclusions at all.

As usual the weakest responses were unfocused on the question, mainly consisting of lists of 
fieldwork – a ‘narrative’ of the day out. 
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The candidate here gives a detailed description 
of both the results and conclusions of a range 
of fieldwork and research techniques that focus 
on the need for rebranding in a named place. 

This Level 4 answer was awarded 13 marks.

Examiner Comments

The candidate has clearly focused the 
answer on the need for rebranding by the 
use of the words in the first paragraph.  

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (c)
This question was answered well by many candidates using a wide range of examples but 
often using Cornwall as their case study.  A range of ways in which rebranding had allowed 
places to attract both new businesses and visitors was demonstrated although a large 
number of candidates ignored the stem of the question and simply described the rebranding 
process.

Unfortunately, as with Question 3(c), there were also some very weak and very short 
responses included here; candidates need to be reminded that completion of all parts of 
the paper is vital if they want to obtain a reasonable outcome.  Candidates should also be 
reminded that increasingly the question will focus on one area (rural only or urban only) as 
opposed to either rural or urban as they have done in the past.
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This response gives a detailed explanation 
of the ways in which a rural area has been 
rebranded and attracted new businesses 
and visitors with good exemplification.

 This Level 3 answer scored 9 marks.

Examiner Comments

The candidate has used a broad range of 
technical language such as multiplier effect.  
This is the key to accessing top band marks.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper and on previous ones, candidates are advised to: 

•	 Read the rubric very carefully and if it instructs you to refer to a resource, make sure 
you do so

•	 Read the questions carefully and answer the question set rather than one you hoped 
might be set

•	 Remember that the fieldwork and research questions may focus on methods, results and 
conclusions and how methods were evaluated rather than on the planning and execution 
of fieldwork

•	 Revise key words that appear in the specification and which are prerequisite knowledge 
for GCE candidates.

•	 Centres are also reminded to make full use of the Unit 2 presentations and example 
work that are available on the Pearson Edexcel website and the Pearson Edexcel 
communities.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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